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jthcy  failed  toward?  lower  Brittany,  and  came  to 
the  port  of  Qiiimperle,  which  is  near  to  Quimper* 
corentin  and  St.  Mahe.  They  dii^inbarked,  and 
began  to  pillage 'and  deftroy  the  country;  where 
-they  found  a  great  deal  of  riches,  which  they  car- 
ried to  their  vefffels,  and  then  fet  off  to  do  the 
fame  in  other  parts,  not  finding  any  to  oppofe 
them. 

As  foon  as  this  nevr^  was  brought  to  fir  Walter 
Manny  and  fir  Amauri  de  Cliffon,  they  had  a  great 
defire  to  go  after  them ;  and  having  opened  them-* 
lelyes  on  this  fubjeft  to  fir  Yves  de  Trefiquidi, 
the  governor  of  Guingamp,  the  lord  of  Landreman^ 
fir  William  de  Cadoudal,  the  two  brothers  de 
Spinefort,  and  to  all  the  other  knights  at  Henne- 
bon,  they  confented  cheerfully  to  follow  them.     ' 

They  immediately  fet  off;  embarking^  with  them 
three  thoufand  archers,    and  never   flackened  fail 
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until  they  came  to  the  port  ^vhere  the  veflels  of  the 
lor^  Lewis  were.  They  entered  the  harbour,  killed 
aU  thofe  who  guarded  the  veflels,  and  were  alio- 
mflied  at  the  quantity  of  riches  they  found  in  them. 
They  then  difembarked,  and  went  to  many  places,, 
burning  the  houfes  and  villages.  Having  divided 
themselves  into  three  divifions  out  of  prudence, 
the  more  readily  to  find  their  enemies.,  and  leaving 
three  hundred  archers  to  guard  the  veflels  and  the 
riches  they  had  taken,  they  fet  Out  after  them  by 
different  roads. 

News  of  this  eyent  was  foon  carried  to  the  lord 
Lewis  of  Spain,  who  coWeSled  his  army  together^,, 
and  began  his  retreat  with  great  fpeed  towards  his 
teflels ;  but,  meeting  with  one  of  the  three  divi- 
fions,.  he  faw  be  mufl  fight,  amd  put  a  good  coun- 
tenance upon  it.  He  made  many  knights  upon  the 
iM^cafion,.  efpcfcially  his  nephew  named  Alphonfo. 
When  the  lord  Lewis  and  his  party  made  their  firi£ 
onfet,  }t  :iras  fo  brilliant,  numbers  were  unhorild  ; 
and  they  would  have  carried  the  day,  if  tlie  other 
two  divifions  had  not  come  up,  alarmed  by  thenoilfe 
and  cries  of  tbe  country  people.  The  arttack  was 
then  very  ferious,  and  the  Englifli  archers  per- 
formed fo  well>  that  the  Gpenoefe  and  Spaniards  were 
difcomfited,  almoft  all  being  killed  or  wounded  ; 
for,  the  country  people  purfued  them  witli  ftones 
and  flings,  fo  that  the  lord  Lewis  had  difficulty  to 
efcape„  very  badly  wounded.  He  fled  towardi  his 
veflels  ;  and  of  the  fix  thoufand,  which  his  army 
coufifl;ed  of,,  he  did  not  fave  more  than  about  three 
hundred  :  he  left  dead  his  uephew>  whomt  he  much 
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loved*  When  he  came  to  his  Ihips,  he  was  pre 
vented  from  entering  them  by  thofe  archers  who 
remained  to  guard  the  fleet.  He  then  embarked^ 
in  the  greateft  hafte^  on  board  a  veflei  called  a 
lique,  with  as  many  of  his  people  as  he  could  colle£i 
together^  and  escaped  with  all  poffible  expedition. 
As  foon  as  fir  Walter  Manny  and  his  party  were 
come  to  the  fleet,  in  purfuit  of  the  lord  Lewis,  they 
embarked  on  board  the  fi'rfi  yeflels  they  found 
ready,  and  hoifiing  fe very  fail,  made  after  hinf/ 
leaving  thofe  of  the  country  to  take  care  of  what 
remained  of  his  army,  to  revenge  themfelves,  and 
recover  what  they  had  been  robbed  of.  Sir  Wal-^ 
ter  and  his  compaay  had  a  favourable  wind  ;  but 
though 4hey  were  within  fight,  all  the  time,  of  the 
lord  Lewis,  they  could  not  come  up  with  him.  His 
mariners  made  fuch  exertions  that  they  got  into  the 
port  of  Redon,  where  he  immediately  landed,  with 
all  thofe  who  had  efcaped ;  having  entered  the 
toini,  be  mad<*  Ho  long  ftay  there ;  for  the  Englifli 
had  difembarked,  and  were  clofe  after,  to  fight 
with  him;  fo  he  hafi;ened  away,  mounted  upon 
fuch  horfes  a»  he  could  borrow  in  the  town,  and 
made  for  Rennes,  which  was  not  far  off.  Thofii 
who  Auld  not  get  any  were  obliged  to  do  as  well 
as  they  could,  and  follow  their  companions  oil 
foot.  Many  were  fo  tired  and  badly  mounted, 
that  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies.  The 
lord  Lewis,  however,  made  fuch  fpeed  that  he 
got  into  Rennes;  and  the  Englifli  and  Bretons 
returned  to  Redon,  where  they  repofed  themfelves 
that  night. 

B2  On 
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On  the  ra<^rroN<'^  they  embarked,  in  order  to 
return  to  the  countefs^  their  lady,  at  Hennebon  ; 
but  they  had  contrary  winds,  which  forced  theirt 
to  laud  about  three  leagues  from  the  town  of  Di- 
nant.  They  advanced  into  the  country,  deftroy- 
ing  it  as  they  marched,  and  taking  what  horfes 
they  could  lay  hands  on;  fo  that  fome  were 
mounted  without  faddles  Or  bridles^  and  went  for- 
wards until  they  came  to  Roche  Per  ion  ;  when  fir 
Walter  Manny,  addreffing  his  companions,  faid,* 
'^Crentlemen,  I  (hould  like  ipuch  to  attack  this 
A^ng  caftle,  all  fatigued  as  I  am,  if  I  had  any  to 
afllft  me,  to  fee  if  we  could  not  conquer  it.'  The 
other  knights  replied,  ^  Go  on,  fir,  boldly ;  we 
will  follow  you  until  death/  They  then  all  set 
forward  to  the  afi*ault  of  the  cattle.  The  captain 
of  it  was  Girard  de  Maulin ;  the  fame  who  had 
been  prifoner  at  Dinant,  as  before  related :  he 
armed  his  people,  and  placing  them  upon  the  bat- 
tlements and  other  parts  of  the  defence,  withdut 
flieltering  himfelf  behind  them,  prepared  for  the 
aflault.  It  was  very  iharp  and  perilous :  amoQg 
many  who  were  fcverely  wounded  were,  fir  John 
Boteler  of  Warrington  and  fir  Matthew  Trelawney; 
iofomuch  that  they  were  obliged  to  be  carried  OiF, 
and  laid  in  a  field,  with  the  otlier  wounded. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  LXXXIV. 

SIR    WALTER    MANNY     TAKES    THE    CASTLE    OP    GOT 

LA    FORET. 

T^hlS  Girard  de  Maulin  had  a  brother  of  the 
name  of  Ren6  de  Maulin,  who  was  captain  of 
another  little  fort,  called  Faouet,  fituated  at  leaft 
half  a  league  from  Roche '  Perion.  When  Ren4 
heard  that  the  Englifli  and  Bretons  were  attacking 
his  brother,  he  armed  forty  of  his  companions,  and 
fet  out  for  Roche  Perion,  to  adventure  his  own 
perfon,  and  to  fee  if  by  any  means  he  could  give 
aid  to  his  brother.  Rene  therefore  came  fuddenly 
upon  thofe  knights  and  fquires,  vv^ho  lay  wounded 
in  the  field,  attended  by  their  fervants  ;  and,  falling 
upon  them,  made  th6m  prifoners,  and  drove  them 
before  him  to  Faouet,  wounded  as  they  were.  Some  , 
of  their  attendands  fled  to  fir  Walter  Manny,  who 
was  eagerly  engaged  at  the  aflault :  when  they  had 
informed  him  what  had  happened,  he  put  an  end 
to  it,  and  with  all  his  company,  hafl:cned  towards 
Faouet,  in  order  to  overtake  thofe  who  were  carry- 
ing his  friends  away  prifoners  ;  but,  with  all  his 
fpecd,  be  was  not  in  time  to  hinder  Bene  from  en- 
tering his  cafile  with  theni. 

When  the  Englifli  and  Bretons  had  come  there, 
they  direftly  made  an  aflault,  tired  as  they  were; 
but  they  did  little,  for  the  garrifon  defended  them- 
felves  valiantly,  and  the  night  was  far  advanced. 
They  lay  before  it  that  night,  in  order  to  renew  the 
aflault  the  Qext  day. 

B  3  Girard 
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Girard  de  Maulin  was  foon  informed  of  what 
was  paffing^  and,  mounting  his  horfe,  fet  out  alone 
for  Dinant,  where  he  arrived  a  little  hefore  day- 
break. He  related  to  the  lord  Peter  Porteboeuf, 
governor  of  Di|iant^  the  caufe  of  his  coming ;  who^ 
when  it  was  day^  fummonfsd  all  the  citizens  to  the 
townrhs^U,  Girard  de  Maulin  there  fo  eloquently 
difplayed  thr  reafons  of  his  arrivs|.l,  that  the  citi^ 
2;ens  and  foldiers  we^e  unanimous  to  aflifl  him. 
All  forts  of  people  immediately  {(.rmcd  themfelves^ 
and  fet  off  towards  Jfaoiiet  in  the  heft  manner  they 
pould  :  in  alL  they  were  fix  thpufand  perfons  at  leaft, 

Sir  Walter  Manny  was  informed  of  this  by  a 
fyy;  and,  calling  a  council  of  his  companions^  they 
confi4ered  it  would  be  heft  for  then^to  retreat  to-» 
wards  Hennebon;  for  their  fitu^tioq  would  be  very 
dangerous^  if  thofc  from  Dinant  fiiould  attack  them 
on  one  fide,  and  the  army  of  the  lord  Charles  of 
Blois  on  the  other :  they  might  be  furrounded,  an4 
taken  prifoners  or  flain.  They  therefore  judged 
it  mpft  expedient^  for  the  prefent,  to  leave  their 
friends  in  prifon^  and  give  up  all  thoughts  of  affifi;r 
ingthem  till  abetter  opportunity  fliould  offer. 

A^  they  were  returning  to  Hennebon,  they  paffed 
near  a  cafl;le,  called  Goy  la  Foret,  which,  a  fortr 
night  before^,  had  fiirrendered  itfelf  to  the  lord 
Charles.  Sir  Walter  told  his  companions;,  he  would 
not  advance  a  ftep  farther,  in  fpite  of  his  fatigue, 
until  he  had  made  an  affault  on  this  fort^i  and  feeii 

»    ■  #      »  ■  •  • 

who  \vere  within  it.  Then,  hanging  his  target  to 
his  neck^  he  galloped  up  to  the  barriers  and  ditcl^ 
of  the  caftle,  the  Englifl]|  aad  Bretons  following 

Uim, 


iiin.  The  attack  was  (harp^  and  thofe  within  de- 
fended themfelves  vigorouily.  Sir  Hcrve  de  Leon 
and  fir  Guy  de  Goy  were  with  the  lord  Charlei 
before  Carhaix.  The  affault  laftinfj  fome  time^  fir 
Walter  encouraged  his  men,  by  polling  himfelf  at 
their  head  in  the  moft  dangerous  fituations :  the 
archers  (hot  fo  dexteroufly,  that  thofe  within  the 
<^a(lle  dared  not  (hew  themfelves.  Sir  Walter  and 
bis  party  made  fuch  exertions^  that  the  ditches  on 
one  fide  were  filled  with  ftraw  and  wood,  fp  that 
they  could  approach  the  walls;  in  which,  with 
mallets  and  pick-axes,  they  made  an  opening  fil 
feet  wide.  They  then  entered  through  this  open- 
ing, took  the  caftle  by  fl:orm,  and  flew  all  that  were 
within.  Th^y  remained  there  that  night ;  on  the 
morrow  they  continued  their  march,  and  arrived  at 
Hennebon*? 


CHAP,  LXXXV. 

^H£   LORD    CHARLB6    DE    BLOIS    TARES    THE   TOWN 

OP    CARHAIX.f 

T\7HEN  the  Gountefs  of  Montfort  was  informed 

of  the  return  of  the  EngUfli  and  Bretons,  flie 

went  out  to  meet  them,  and  naoft  nobly  thanked 

♦  I  fitfpcd,  although  the  hidorian  of  Brittany  copies  FroiA 
fart  exa^y,  that  la  Roche  Perion  rauft  be  Rofpercleii,  which 
u  in  Bleau's  map  of  Brittany ;  ancl  Bani^s  calls  it  Rofteman : 
biit  I  cannot  find  any  where  this  Dinan,  for  Dinan  Ic  Sauveur 
46  in  the  diocefe  of  St.  Malo,  which  mull  have  been  too  far  off. 
There  is  ninch  confuiion  in  the  names  of  places. 

t  Carhaix,^^-*a  town  in  the  diocefe  of  Quimper« 

B4  them 
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them  with  kiiTes  and  embraces :  flie  gave  a  grand 
dinner  and  entertainment  to  all  the  knights  an4 
D^uires  of  renown. 

At  this  periodj  the  lord  Charles  had  conquered 
the  town  o£  Vannes^  and  was  befieging  Carhaix. 
The  countefs  and  fir  Walter  Manny  fent  fpecial 
mefiengers  to  king  Ed^ard^  to  inform  him  how 
the  lord  Charles  of  Blois^  and  the  lords  of  France, 
had  re-captured  Rennes^  Vannes,  and  many  other 
large  towns  and  caflles  in  Brittany ;  and  that^ 
unlefs  there  were  fuccours  fpeedily  fent^  they 
would  gain  the  remainder  of  that  duchy. 

The  ambafladors  fet  out  from  Hennebon^  and 
arrived  at  Cornwall^  whence  they  journeyed  to- 
wards Windfor. 

We  will  now  return  to  lord  Charles  of  Blois, 
who  had  fo  preffed  the  town  of  Carhaix  by  his 
attacks  and  his  engines,  that  it  was  furrendered 
to -him,  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  inhabitants 
being  prefer ved.  He  pardoned  what  was  paffed, 
and  the  inhabitants  fwore  homage  and  fealty  to 
him,  acknowledging  him  for  their  true  lord. 

Lord  Charles  placed  new  officers  in  the  town, 
and  remained  there  with  the  lords  of  France,  to 
recruit  themfelves  and  the  army.  He  held  a  coun- 
cil upon  marching  to  Hennebon,  which  being  de- 
termined on,  they  befieged  it  as  clofely  as  they 
were  able.  That  town  was  very  well  provided 
with  men,  provifions  and  ammunition. 

The  lord  Lewis  of  Spain  came  to  thefe  lords  the 
fburth  day  iafter  they  had  begun  the  fiege :  he  had 
remained  at  Renhes  fix  weeks^  in  order  to  have 

his 


his  wounds  properly  attended  to  and  cured.  They 
were  rejoiced  to  fee  him^  as  he  was  much  efteemed 
by  thefe  noblemen.  The  French  army  increafed 
every  day;  for  as  great  numbers  of  barons  and 
knights  were  daily  returning  from  the  king  of 
Spain^  (  who  at  that  time  was  at  war  with  the  king 
of  Granada  and  the  Saracens^ )  in  palling  through 
PoitoUj  hearing  of  this  war  in  Britanny^  they  turned 
their  fteps  thither.  The  lord  Charles  had  ere6led 
fifteen  or  fixteen  large  engines  before  Hennebon, 
which  threw  great  ilones  over  the  walls  into  the 
town  :  but  thofe  within  were  not  much  alarmed  at 
them,  for  they  had  taken  every  precaution  to  ihelter 
themfelves  againft  their  effe6ts :  they  frequently 
came  to  the  walls  and  battlements,  and,  by  way  of 
joke,  kept  rubbing  them,  crying  out,  '  Go  your 
ways,  and  feek  for  your  friends  who  are  fleeping  in 
the  plains  of  Quimperle;'  which  vexed  mightily 
the  lord  Lewis  of  Spain,  and  the  Genoese. 


CHAP.  LXXXVL 


SIR   JOHN    BOTELER    AND    SIR   MATTHEW    THRELAW- 
NEY    ARE   RESCUED    FROM    DEATH. 

^HE  lord  Lewis  of  Spain  came  one  day  into  the 
tent  of  lord  Charles  of  Blois,  where  were 
numbers  of  the  French  nobility,  and  requefled  of 
him  a  boon  for  all  the  fervices  he  had  done  him, 
and  as  a  recompenfe  for  them. 

The  lord  Charles  promifed  to.  grant  whatever  he 
ihould.  alk,  as  he  held  himfelf  under  many  obliga- 
tions 
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tioDs  to  him.  Upon  which  the  lord  Lewis  defired 
that  the  two  prifoners,  fir  John  Boteler  and  fir 
Matthew  Trelawney,  who  were  in  the  prifon  of  the 
caftle  of  Faouct,  might  be  fent  for,  and  delivered 
up  to  him,  to  do  with  them  as  fliould  pleafe  him 
bell.  '  This  is  the  boon  I  a(k;  for  they  have  dif- 
comfited,  purfued,  and  wounded  me,  have  alfo 
flain  the  lord  Alphonfo,  my  nephew,  and  I  have  nQ 
other  way  to  be  revenged  on  them  than  to  have 
them  beheaded  in  fight  of  their  friends  who  are 
fliut  up  in  Hennebon.' 

The  lord  Charles  was  much  amazed  at  this  re^ 
queft,  and  replied ;  '  I  w  ill  certainly  give  you  the 
prifoners,  fince  you  have  alked  for  them ;  but  you 
will  be  very  cruel  and  much  to  blame,  if  you  put 
to  death  two  fuch  valiant  men;  and  our  enemies 
will  have  an  equal  right  to  do  the  Ikme  to  any  of 
oar  friends  whom  they  may  capture,  for  we  are  not 
clear  what  may  happen  to  any  one  of  us  every  day. 
I  therefore  intreat,  dear  fir  and  fweet  coufin,  that 
you  would-be  better  advifed.*  Lord  Lewis  faid, 
that  if  he  did  not  keep  his  promife,  he  would  quit 
the  army,  and  never  ferve  or  love  him  as  long  as 
he  lived.  When  the  lord  Charles  faw  that  he  mufi; 
comply,  he  fent  off  meflengers  to  the  caftle  of 
Faouet,  who  returned  with  the  two  prifoners,  and 

■ 

carried  them  to  the  tent  of  lord  Charles. 

Neither  prayers  nor  intreaties  could  prevail  on 

lord  Lewis  to  defift  from  hi^  purpofe  of  having 

them  beheaded  after  dinper,  fo  much  WM  he  en- 

rs^ed  againfi  th^m^ 

.    •.,  ...  All 
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All  the  converflttion^  and  eyery  thing  that  pafled 
l^etween  the  lord  Charles  and  lord  Lewis^  relative 
to  thefe  two  prifoners^  was  told  to  fir  Walter  Manny 
and  fir  Amauri  de  Cliflbn  by  friends  and  fpies^  who 
.  reprefent^d  the  danger  in  which  the  two  knights 
were.  They  bethought  themfelves  what  was  beft 
jtQ  be  done^  but^  after  confidering  different  fchemes^ 
(could  fix  on  none ;  at  Uft  fir  Walter  faid;,  ^  Geo^ 
tlemen^  it  would  do  us  great  honour  if  we  could 
fefcue  thefe  two  knights :  if  we  advei^ture  it,  alnd 
ihouldfail^  king  Edward  would  hold  himfelf  obliged 
to  us;  and  all  wife  men,  who  may  hear  t)f  it  iu 
times  to  come,  will  thank  us,  and  fay  that  we  had 
done  our  duty^.  I  will  tell  you  my  plan,  and  you 
are  abl^  to  undertake  it ;  for  I  think  we  are  bound 
to  rifle  our  lives  in  endeavouring  to  fave  thofc  of 
two  fuch  gallant  knights.  I  propofe  therefore,  if 
it  be  agreeable  to  you,  that  we  arm  immediately, 
gnd  form  ourfelves  into  two  divifions:  one  fliall 
fet  off,  as  foon  after  dinner  as  poflible,  by  this  gate, 
l^nd  draw  up  near  the  ditch,  to  ikirmifli  with  and 
alarm  the  enemy ;  who,  you  may  believe,  will  fooA 
fnufi;er  to  that  part ;  and,  if  you  pleafe,  you,  fir 
Amauri  de  Cliffon,  fliall  have  the  command  of  it, 
and  fliall  take  with  you  a  thoufand  good  archers, 
to  make  thofe  that  may  come  to  you  retreat  bacfc 
again,  and  three  hundred  men  at  arms.  I  will  have 
with  me  a  hundred  of  my  Companions,  and  five 
hundred  archers,  and  will  fally  out  at  the  poftera 
on  the  oppofite  fide  privately,  and  coming  behind 
them,  will  fall  upon  their  camp,  which  we  fliall 
find  unguarded.    I  will  take  withme  thofc  who  are 

acquainted 
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fequainted  with  the  road  ta  lord  Charles's  tent^ 
where  the;  two  prifoners  are>  and  will  make  for 
that  part  of  the  camp.  I  can  aflure  you^  that  I 
aiid  my  companions  will  do  every  thing  in  our 
power  to  bring  back  in  fafety  thefe  two  knights,  if 
it  pleafe  God.' 

.  This  propofal  was  agreeable  to  all ;  and  they  di- 
rc6lly  feparated,  to  arm  and  prepare  themfeives. 
About  the  hour  of  dinner^  fir  Amauri  and  his  party 
let  oft';  and  having  had  the  principal  gate  of  Hen- 
nebon  opened  for  them^  which  led  to  the  road  that 
went  ftraight  to  the  army  of  lord  Charles,  they 
ruftied  forward,  making  great  cries  and  noife,  to 
the  tents  and  huts,  which  they  cut  down,  and  killed 
all  that  came  in  their  way.  The  enemy  was  much 
alarmed,  and,  putting  themfeives  in  motion,  got 
armed  as  quickly  as  poffible,  and  advanced  towards 
the  Engliih  and  Bretons,  who  received  them  very 
warmly.  The  fkirmifli  was  (harp,  and  many  on 
each  fide  were  flain. 

When  fir  Amauri  perceived  that  almoli  the 
whole  of  the  army  was  in  motion,  and  drawn  outj, 
he  retreated  very  handfomely,  fighting  all  the  time, 
to  the  barriers  of  the  town,  when  he  fuddenly 
halted :  then  the  archers,  who  had*  been  pofied  ou 
each  fide  of  the  ditch  beforehand,  made  fuch  irood 
ufe  of  their  bows,  that  the  engagement  was  very 
hot,  and  all  the  army  of  the  enemy  ran  thither, 
^cept  the  fervants. 

During  this  time,  fir  Walter  Manny  with  his 
ccyspjpany  ilTued  out  privily  by  the  pofl:em,  and, 
Tyftpj"P  a  circuit,  came  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy's 

b»:JBf;::  camp: 
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camp :  they  were  not  perceived  by  any  one/  for  all 
Vrerc  gone  to  the  Ikirmifli  upon  the  ditch.  Silr 
Walter  made  ftraight  for  the  tent  of  lord  Charles, 
where  he  found  the  two  kqights,  fir  John  Boteler 
and  fir  Matthew  Trelawney,  whom  he  immediately 
mounted  upon  two  courfers  which  he  had  ordered 
to  be  brought  for  them,  and,  returning  as  fafl;  as 
poflible,  entercfd  Hennebon  b}-  the  fame  way  as  he 
had  fajlicd  forth.  The  countefs  came  to  fee  them, 
and  received  them  with  great  joy. 

The  Englifh  and  Bretons  continued  fl:in  fighting 
at  the  barriers,  where  they  gave  their  enemies  fuf- 
fieient  employment. 

News  was  foon  brought  to  the  nobles  of  France, 
that  the  two  knights  had  been  refcued  ;  which  when 
the  lord  Lewis  heard,  he  was  f©rely  difapp6inted, 
and  inquired  the  w^ay  the  Englifli  and  Bretons,  who 
bad  refcued  them,  had  takgu  :  they  informed  him* 
that  they  had  immediately  returned,  and  were  pro- 
bably now  in  Hennebon.  The  lord  Lewis,  upon 
this,  left  the  aflault,  and  retired  to  his  tent  in  de- 
fpight;  arid  all  the  reft  of  the  army  began  to  retreat 
from  the  barriers. 

In  this  combat,  two  knights  of  the  countefs** 
party  were  captured,  who  had  adventured  top  far; 
the  lord  .^f  Landreman  and  the  governor  of  G  uin* 
gamp ;  which  gave  the  lord  Charles  much  pleafure. 
They  were  carried  to  his  tent,  where  they  were  fo 
cffeftually  talked  to,  that  they,  turned  on  his  fide, 
and  fwore  homage  and  fealty  to  him. 

Three  days  after,  there  was  a  council  of  all  the 
nobles  held  in  lord  Charles's  tent,  to  confid^r  what 

,      was 


was  beil  to  be  donc^ ;  for  they  faw  ttiat  tlie  tofvll 
and  caille  of  Hennebon  was  too  well  providied  with 
men  and  provifions  for  them  to  expe6);  to  make  any 
impreffion  there:  and^  on  the  other  hand^  the 
country  round  about  was  fo  deftroyed  that  they  had 
difficuly  in  finding  forage :  winter  was  alfo  ap- 
proaching. They  therefore  determined  to  feparate ; 
and  they  earneftly  advifed  lord  Charles  to  place  fuf-* 
ficient  garrifons^  with  able  and  yaliant  captains^  in 
all  the  cafiles  and  towns  he  had  taken^  to  preyent 
his  enemies  frAm  re-conquering  them :  they  agreed/ 
that  if  any  perfon  fiiould  interfere,  and  propofe  a 
truce,  to  laft  until  Whitfuntide,  they  would  readily 
confent  to  it. 


CHAP.  LXXXVIL 

LORD  CHAR1E8  OF  BLOIS  TAKES  THE  TOWN  AN0 

^ASTLE  OF  JUaON^. 

A  LL  the  army  agreed  to  what  this  council  had 
"^^  determined  upon;  for  it  was  between  the  feails 
of  St.  Remy  and  All  faints  1343:  they  then  fepa- 
jated,  and  went  each  to  his  country.  Lord  Charles 
marched  to  Carhaix,  and  took  with  him  all  the  ba- 
rons and  lords  of  Brittany  that  were  of  his  party. 
He  alfo  kept  with  him  many  of  the  French  nobles, 
tp  advife  with  and  confult.  , 

Whilft  he  was  in  Carhaix,  fettling  and  ordering 

his  different  garrifons  to  their  polls,  it  happened 

'  ■  .     '   ■■        11.         '     . ■ 

♦  In  the  diocefe  of  the  St.  Pol  de  L6on,  five  leagues  from  the 
Ai,  and  fevea  from  St.  Brieux.  '  ^ 

'4  that 
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that  a  rich  citizen  and  great  merchant  of  the  town 
of  Jugon  was' met  by  his  mardial^  fir  Robert  de 
Beauvais*,  whom  he  captured,  »nd  brought  to 
lord  Charles  in  the  town  of  Carhaix.  Th's  citizen 
provided  all  the  purveyances  for  the  countefs  of 
Montfort,  in  the  town  of  Jugon  and  eHewhere,  and 
was  much  beloved  and  efteemed  in  that  town,  which 
is  well  inclofed  and  finely  fituated  :  the  cafl:le  is  alio 
handfome  and  flrong.  He  was  very  much  afraid  of 
being  put  to  deaths  and  begged  that  he  might  be 
allowed  to  pay  for  his  ranfom.  To  make  Ihort  of  it, 
the  lord  Charles  had  him  fo  often  examined  on  dif- 
ferent fubje6l8,  that  at  lail  he  agreed  to  betray  the 
town  of  Jugon  to  him^  and  engaged  to  deliver  one 
of  the  gates  of  it  at  a  certain  time  in  the  night;  for 
be  was  fo  much  refpe6led  in  the  town,  that  he  had 
the  keeping  of  the  Tceys:  and,  to  give  fecurity  for 
his  promife,  be  left  his  fon  as  hoflage  for  him.  Lord 
Charles  promifed  to  give  him  five  hundred  livres 
of  yearly  fent. 

The  day  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the  gate  of 
Jugon  arrived,  and  lord  Charles  entered  the  town 
at  midnight,  with  a  large  force  The  watch  of  the 
cafile,  perceiving  this,  gave  the  alarm,  and  cried 
jDut,  '  Treafon  !  treafon  I '  The  inhabitants,  not 
fufpecting  any  thing,  began  to  fiir;  and,  when 
they  faw  that  their  town  was  loft,  they  ran  in 
crowds  towards  the  caftle.  The  citizen,  who  had 
betrayed  them,  ran  thither  alfo,  in  order  to  hide 
his  treachery. 

'  ■  ■      ■■     I  ^— «~l  l»  Ml  IPI  «ll»»      «».^»^^— IPi^W^— ———»—»— i,  II  III  I  ,  I  ,  , 

*  Robert  de  Beaunianoii',  niarefchal  de  Bretagnc— -i/i^^  ddt 
Bretagne. 

As 
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As  foon  as  it  was  day^  lord^  Charles  and  his  party 
entered  the  houfes  of  the  inhabitants^  to  repofe 
tht*mfclves;  and  took  whatever  they  pleafed.  When 
he  faw  that  the  callle  was  foftrong  and  full  of  citi- 
zens'^ he  declared  he  would  never  quit  the  place, 
until  he  fhould  have  poffeffion  of  it. 

The  governor,  fir  Girard  de  Rochefort,  and  the 
citizens,  foon  found  out  they  had  been  betrayed  ; 
they  feized,  therefore,  the  traitor,  and  hung  him 
on  the  battlements,  on  the  outfide  of  the  walls  of 
the  caftle.  Having  received  notice  of  the  lord 
Charles's  declaration,  that  he  would  not  depart 
until  he  had  gained  the  caftle,  and  finding  that  they 
had  not  provifions  for  more  than  ten  days,  they 
confented  to  furrender  it,  upon  having  their  lives 
(pared,  and  the  remnant  of  their  chattels  reftored 
to  them. 

This  was  granted ;  and  they  fwori?  homage  and 
fealty  to  lord  Charles,  who  continued  the  fame  fir 
Girard  de  Rochefort  governor  of  it  having  rein- 
forced the  town  and  caftle  with  men  and  provi- 
fions. 

Whilft  thefe  things  were  paffing,  fome  prudent 
and  vvife  men  in  Brittany  were  bufy  in  propofing 
a  truce  between  the  lord  Charles  of  Blois  and  the 
countefs  of  Montfor^,  who  confented  to  it,  as  did 
all  her  allies  :  for  the  king  of  England  had  advifed 
them  f6  to  do,  by  the  meffengers  which  came  to 
him  from  the  countefs  and  fir  Walter  Manny .^ 

As  foon  as  this  truce  was  concluded,  the  coun- 
tefs of  Montfort  embarked,   and  pafled  over  to 

England. 
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CHAP.  LXXXVIIT. 

THF/rING  op  ENGLAND  MAKES  GREAT  FEASTS  A^D 
TOURNAMENTS  AT  LONOON,  THROUGH  AFFECTION 
FOH  THE  €OUNT£SS  OP    SALISBURY. 

JT  has  been  related  in  the  foregoing  parts  of  this 
history^  how  the  king  of  England  had  great  wars 
in  many  difiant  parts  and  countries,  and  that  he 
maintained^  every  where,  armies  and  garrifons  at  a 
heavy  expenfe :  that'  is  to  fay,  in  Picardy,  Nor- 
mandy, Gafcony,  Poitou,  Saintonge,  Brittany,  and 
in  Scotland.  You  have  alfo  heard  how  paffionately 
he  was  fmitten  with  the  charms  of  the  noble  lady, 
Catherine  countefs  of  Salifbury;  infomuch  that 
he  could  not  put  her  out  of  hismind,^for  love  re- 
minded him  of  her  day  and  night,  and  reprefented 
her  beauties  and  lively  behaviour  in  fuch  bewitch- 
ing points  of  view,  that  he  could  think  of  nothing 
clfe,  notwithftanding  that  the  earl  of  Salilbury  was 
one  of  his  moft  trufty  counfellors,  and  one  who  in 
England  had  moft  loyally  ferved  him. 

Out  of  affeftion  for  the  faid  lady,  and  his  defire 
to  feeher^  he  ordered  a  great  feaft  and  tournament 
to  be  proclaimed,  to  be  holden  in  London  the  mid* 
die  of  Auguft.  H^  fent  his  proclamation  into  Flan* 
ders,  Hainault,  Brabant  and  France^,  promifing 
pafiports  to  all  knights  and  fquires,  from  whatever 
country  they  might  come,  for  their  arrival  and  re- 
turn. Ho  commanded,  that  all  barons,  lords, 
l^nights  and  fquires,  of  his  own  realm,,  fliould  be 
Vol.  IL  C  there 
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there  without  fail^  if  they  had  any  love  for  him  : 
and  he  exprefsly  ordered  the  earl  of  Salifbury  to 
ha?e  the  lady  his  wife  there^  with  as  many  young 
ladies  as  he  could  colle£l  to  attend  her.  The  earl 
rery  cheerfully  complied  with  the  king's  requefi  ; 
for  he  thought  of  nothing  evil ;  and  the  good  lady 
dared  not  fay  nay.  She  caime^  however^  much 
againft  her  will ;  for  ihe  guefied  the  reafon  which 
made  the  king  fo  eameft  for  her  attendance^  but 
was  afraid  to  difcover  it  to  her  hufband^  imagining 
at  the  fame  time^  by  her  condu£l  and  converfatioa 
to  make  the  king  change  his  opinion. 

There  were  at  this  feaft^  which  was  very  noble 
and  magnificent^  W  illiam  earl  of  Hainault^  fir  John 
his  uncle>  and  great  numbers  of  barons  and  knights 
of  high  birth  :  the.dancing  and  feafting  continued 
for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  days.  The  lord  John^  eldeft 
fon  of  the  vifcount  *  Beaumont  in  England^  was 
killed  at  this  tournament.  He  was  a  handfome 
and  hardy  knights  and  bore  for  arms  a  ihield  azur^ 
befprinkled  with  flower-de-luces  or,  with  a  lion  or 
rampant^  and  a  battoon  gules  upon  the  fliield. 

The  ladies  and  damfels  were  moft  fuperbly  drefled 
and  ornamented,  according  to  their  different  de- 
grees, except  the  countefs  of  Salitbury,  who  came 
there  in  as  plain  attire  as  poflible.  She  was  not 
willing  that  the  king  fliould  give  up  too  much  time 
to  admire  her ;  for  flie'  had  neither  wifli  nor  in-r 
clination  to  obey  him  in  any  thing  evil,  that  might 
turn  out  to  her  own  or  her  hufband*s  diflionour. 


^  No  meiitkm  is  made  of  this  in  Dugdale,  aod  there  weie  n«^ 
Ktt^  but  barons,  at  that  period. 

'  At 


19 

At  this  feaft  were  Henry,  furnamed  Wry-neck^  • 
carl  of  Lancafter,  fir  Henry  his  fon  earl  of  Derby, 
lord  Robert  d'Artois  earl  of  Richmond,  the  earl 
of  Northampton  and  Gloucefter,  the  earl  of  War- 
wick, the  earl  of  Salilbury,  the  earl  of  Pembroke, 
the  earl  of  Hereford;  the  earl  of  Arundel,  the  earl 
of  Cornwall,  the  earl  of  Oxford,  the  earl  of  Suf- 
folk, the  lord  Stamford,  and  many  other  barons 
aad  knights  of  England. 

The  king,  on  the  departure  of  thefe  nobles,  re- 
ceived letters  from  different  lords  in  the  counirieii 
of  Gafcony,  Bayonne,  Flanders,  and  from  his  great 
friend  Jacob  von  Artaveld.  He  alfo  heard  from 
the  borders  of  Scotland,  from  the  lord  Roos  of 
Hamlake  and  lord  Percy,  and  the  lord  Edward 
Baliol,  who  was  governor  of  Berwick,  that  the 
Scots  kept  the  truce,  which  had  been  agreed  to 
laft  year  between  the  Englifli  and  Scots,  very,  in- 
differently ;  and  that  they  had  iffued  out  proclama- 
tions for  affembling  a  large  force,  but  he  was  un- 
certain to  what  part  they  would  dire6l  it. 

Thegarrifons  which  he  kept  in  Poitou,  Saintongef, 
la  Rochelle,  and  the  Bourdoulois,  wrote  to  inform 
him  that  the  French  were  making  great  prepara-^ 
tions  for  war;  and  that  as  the  truce  agreed  to  by 
the  kings  of  France  and  England  at  Arras,  after 
the  breaking  up  of  the  fiege  of  Tournay,  was  near 
expiring,  it  behoved  his  majefty  to  have  good  ad- 
Ticew    He  anfwered  every  part  of  their  letters. 
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CHAP.  LXXXIX. 

THE  KING  OF  ENGLAND  SENDS  THE  LORD  ROBERT 

DART0I5  INTO  BRITTANY. 

T)URlN(J  the  felTions  of  a  parliament  held  at 
London^  the  king  was  defirous  of  putting  every 
thing  elfe  afide^  and  to  fuccour  the  countefs  of 
Montfort.  who,  at  that  time,  was  on  a  Yiflt  to  the 
queen  of  England.  He  entreated,  therefore,  his 
dear  coufin  lord  Robert  d'Artois,  that  he  would 
coll^6l  as  many  men  at  arms  and  archers  as  he 
could,  and  pafs  over  with  the  countefs  into  Brit« 
tany. 

.  The  lord  Robert  made  his  preparations,  and, 
haying  aflembled  his  number  of  men  at  arms  and 
archers,  went  to  Southampton,  where  they  lay  a 
confiderable  time  on  account  of  contrary  winds. 
About  Eafter,  they  embarked  and  put  to  fear 

At  this  fame  parliament^  the  barons  earnefily  ad-* 
vifed  th^  king,  in  confideration  of  the  multitude  of 
bufiness  he  had  upon  his  hands,  to  fend  the  biihop 
of  Lincoln  to  his  brother-in-law  the  king  pf  Scot- 
land, to  treat  for  a  firm  and  (lable  truce  to  lafl  for 
two  other  years. 

The  king  was  loth  to  do  it ;  as  he  was  defirpus 
to  carry  on  the  war  againil  the  Scots  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  they  themfelves  fliould  requefi  a  truce. 
His  council,  however,  with  all  due  deference,  faid^ 
that  that  would  not  be  the  moft  advifable  means, 
confidering  he  had  before  fo  ruined  and  deftroyed 
that  country,  and  that  h^  had  mojre  important  af- 
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fairs  on  his  hands  in  other  parts.  They  added^  that 
it  was  great  wifdom,  when  engaged  in  different 
wars^  to  pacify  one  power  by  a  truce,  another  by 
fair  words^  and  make  war  on  the  third. 

The  king  was  perfuaded,  by  thefe  and  other  rea- 
fons,  and  begged  the  above-mentioned  prelate  to 
undertake  this  miffion.  The  bifliop  would  not  fay 
nay^  but  fet  out  on  his  journey.  He  foon  returnedi 
without  doing  any  things  and  related  to  the  king, 
that  the  king  of  Scotland  had  no  power  to  make  a 
truce  without  the  will  and  confent  of  the  king  of 
France.  Upon  hearing  this,  the  king  exclaimed 
aloud>  that  he  would  fliortly  fo  ruin  and  defiroy 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  it  Ihould  tiever  recover 
frpm  it.  He  iflued  out  a  proclamation  through  his 
realm^  for  all  perfons  to  aflemble  at  Berwick,  by 
the  Teaft  of  Eafler,  properly  armed,  and  prepared 
to  follow  him  wherever  he  (hould  lead  them^^  except 
thofe  who  were  to  go  into  Brittany. 

When  Jl^afier  came,  the  king  held  a  great  court 
at  Berwick.  All  the  princes^  lords  and  knightf 
who  at  that  time  were  in  England,  were  there^  as 
well  as  great  numbier^  of  the  common  people  of 
the  country. 

They  remained  there  three  weeks,  without  making 
any  excurfion;  for  prudent  and  good  men  ^ were 
bufily  employing  themfelve9  to  form  a  truce,  which 
at  laft  was  agreed  and  fworn  to,  for  two  yesyrs; 
apd  the  Scots  had  it  coniGrmed  by  the  king  of 
France.- 

The  king  of  England  fent  all  his  people  to  their 
own  homes:  he  himfelf  returned  to  Windfor.     He 
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feut  the  lord  Thomas  Holland  and  fir  John  Darvcl 
to  Bayonne^  with  two  hundred  men  at  arms  and 
four  hundred  archers^  to  guard  that  frontier  againft 
the  French. 


m 


CHAP.  XC. 

A  SEA  ENGAGEMENT,  OFF  GUERNSEY,  BETWEEN  THE 
LORD  ROBERT  D'ARTOIS  AND  THE  LORD  LEWIS 
OF    SPAIN. 

Ty  E  milil  now  return  to  lord  Robert  d'Artois 
and  his  army.  Eafter  fell  fo  late  this  year, 
that  it  was  about  the  beginning  of  May ;  and  the 
middle  of  that  month  was  the  period  when. the 
truce  between  the  lord  Charles  and  the  countefs  of 
Montfort  was  to  expire. 

The  lord  Charles  had  received  information  of 
the  countefs  of  Montfort's  journey  into  England, 
of  her  folicitations  for  affiftance,  and  of  the  fuccour 
the  king  of  England  was  to  give  her:  on  which 
account,  the  lord  Lewis  of  Spain,  fir  Charles  Gri- 
maldi  and  fir  Otho  Doria,  were  fi;ationed  off 
'  Guernsey,  with  thirty-two  large  veffels,  having  on 
board  three  thoufand  Genoefe,  and  a  thoufand 
men  at  arms. 

The  lord  Robert  d'Artois,  the  earl  of  Pembroke^ 
the  earl  of  Salifbury,  the  earl  of  Suffolk^  the  earl 
of  Oxford,  the  baron  of  Stamford,  the  lord  De- 
fpenfer,  the  lord  Bouqhier,  with  many  other  knights 
from  England,  and  their  followers,  were  accom- 
panying the  countefs  of  Montfort  to  Brittany,  and 

had 
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lad  a  wind  to  their  wi(h:  when  in  an  afternoon^  aa 
they  were  near  the  ifland  of  Guernfey^  they  per- 
ceived the  large  fleet  of  the  Genoefe,  of  which  the 
lord  Lewis  was  comoiander. 

Upon  this^  the  failors  cried  out,  '  Gentlemenj 
arm  yourfelves.  and  make  ready,  for  .here  are  the 
Genoefe  and   Spaniards  bearing  down  upon   us/ 
The  Englilh  then  founded  their  trumpets,  fpread 
out  their  pennons  to  the  wind^  ornamented  with 
the  devices  of  their  arms  and  with  the  banner  of 
St.   George.     Every  one  pofied  himfelf  properly 
at  his  quarters,  an^  filling  up  the  intervals  with 
archers,  they  advanced  full  fail  toward  the  enemy. 
They  mi^ht  be  about  forty-fix  veflels^  great  and 
fmall;    but  there  were  none  fo  large  as  nine  of 
thofe  under  the  lord  Lewis,  who  had  likewife  three 
galleys ;  in  each  of  which  were  the  three  chiefs, 
the  lord  Lewis,  fir  Charles  Grimaldi  and  fir  Otho 
Doria.     The  fleets  approached  each  other,  and  the 
Genoefe  began  to  ftioot  with  their  crofs-bows  at 
random,  which  the  EnffUfli  archers  returned.    This 
continued  fome  time,  and  many   were  wounded : 
tut  when  the  barons,  knights  and  fquires  were  able 
to  come  to  clofe  combat,  and  could  reach  each 
otHer  with  their  lances,  then  the  battle  raged^  and 
they  made  good  trial  of  each  other's  courage.    Th^ 
countefs  of  Montfprt  was  equal  to  a  man,  for  Ihe 
had  the  heart  of  a  lion;  ^nd,  with  a  rufl;y  fliarp 
fword  in  her  hand,  flie  ponibated  bravely. 

The  Genoefe  and  Spaniards,  who  were  in  thefe 
large  veffels,  threw  down  upon  their  enemies  great 
^ars  of  iron,  and  annoyed  them  nnich  with  very 

a  lon^ 


24 

long  lances.  This  engagement  begin  about  vefpef  s> 
and  lafied  until  night  parted  them;  for,  foon  after 
vefpers,  there  came  on  fuch  a  fog,  they  could 
(carcely  diftinguifh  each  other ;  they  therefore  fepa- 
rated,  caft  anchor,  and  got  their  (hips  in  order^ 
but  did  not  difarm,  for  they  intended  renewing  the 
fight  the  next  day. 

About  midnight,  a  violent  ftorm  arofe;  and  fo 
tremendous  was  it,  that  it  feemed  as  if  the  world 
would  have  been  deftroyed :  there  were  not,  on 
either  fide,  any  fo  bold,  but  who  wiflied  themfelves 
on  fliore;  for  thefe  barges  and  veffels  drove  fo 
furioufly  againfi;  each  other,  that  they  feared  they 
would  go  to  pieces. 

The  Englifli  lords  inquired  of  the  failors  what 
was  befl;  to  be  done :  they  anfwered,  to  difembark 
as  foon  as  they  could;  for  there  were  fuch  rifles  at 
fea,  that,  if  the  wind  Ihould  continue  as  violent  as 
it  then  was,  there  would  be  danger  of  their  being 
all  drowned.  They  therefore  drew  up  their  an- 
chors, fet  their  fails  about  half  a  quarter,  and  made 
oflf.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Gcnocfe  weighed 
their  anchors,  and  put  off  to  fea;  for  their  veffels, 
being  fo  much  larger  than  the  Englifli,  could  wea- 
ther the  tempeft  more  fecurely ;  and  alfo,  if  they 
fliould  drive  too  near  the  fliore,  they  ran  a  rifle  of 
being  wrecked,  which  made  them  take  to  the  deep. 
As  they  were  going  off,  they  fell  in  with  four  Eng- 
lifli veffels,  laden  with  provifions,  which  had  kept 
out  of  the  engagement:  they  feized  them,  and 
took  them  in  tow.  The  winci^  and  tempefi;  were  fo 
vehement,  that,  in  one  day,  they  were  driven  more 
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than  a  hundred  leagues  from  the  place  where  they 
had  fought. 

The  lord  Rohert  gained  land  at  -a  foiall  port 
near  the  city  of  Vannes;  and  they  were  all  re- 
joiced when  they  fet  foot  on  (hore 


CHAP.  XCI. 


THE  LORD    ROBERT    d'ARTOIS    TAKES    THE    CITY   0>' 

VANNES. 

nPHUS  hy  this  tempeft  was  the  engagement  at  fea 
interrupted,  between  the  lord  Robert  and  lord 
Lewisj  and  their  fleets.  It  is  difficult  to  fay  to 
whom  the  honour  belongs ;  for  they  feparated  un- 
willingly, on  account  of  the  badnefs  of  the  weather. 

The  Englilli,  having  landed  near  Vannes,  difem- 
barked,  on  the  fand,  their  horfes,  provifions,  and 
arms.  They  then  ordered  their  fleet  to  make  for 
HenneboU;  and  determined  to  lay  fiege  to  Vannes. 

The  lords  Herve  de  Leon  and  Olivier  de  Cliflba 
were  in  it,  as  governors  for.  the  lord  Charles  of 
Blois  :  the  lords  of  Tournemine  and  Loheac  were 
there  alfo.  When  they  perceived  that  the  Englifli 
were  coming  to  befiege  them,  they  looked  well  to 
the  cafl;le,  their  watch  towers  and  gates ;  and  at 
every  gate  they  pofl;ed  a*  knight,  with  ten  men  at 
arms,  and  twtoty  archers  among  the  crofs-bows. 

To  return  to  the  lord  Lewis  and  his  fleet,  who. 
were,  all  that  night  and  the  morrow  until  noon^ 
violently  driven  about  by  the  tempefl;,  and  in  very 
great  dangei* :  they  lofl;  two  of  their  fliips^  with  all 
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that  were  on  board.  The  third  day  early,  thf 
fiormy  weathfsr  abated^  when  the  knights  aiked  the 
failors  which  was  the  neareft  land ;  who  anfwered, 
the  kingdom  of  Navarre :  and  the  mailers  of  the 
vcffels  faid^  the  tempeft  had  driven  them  more  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  from  the  coafls  of 
Brittany.  They  caft  anchor^  and  waited  for  the 
return  of  the  tide.  When  flood  came^  they  had 
a  tolerably  fair  wind  to  carry  them  towards  la  Ro- 
chelle.  They  coafted  by  Bayonne,  but  did  not 
touch  there :  and  falling  in  >vith  four  veflels  be- 
longing to  Bayonne,  which  were  coming  from 
Flanders,  they  attacked  and  took  them,  and  put 
all  whom  they  found  on  board  to  death.  They 
inade  for  la  Rochelle,  and,  in  a  few  days,  came  to 
Guerrande,  where  they  landed ;  and,  having  heard 
that  the  lord  Robert  d'Artois  was  laying  fiegc  to 
Vannes,  they  fent  to  lord  Charles,  who  was  at 
Rennes,  to  know  how  he  would  have  them  aft. 

The  lord  Robert,  as  you  have  heard,  was  before 
Valines,  with  athoufand  men  at  arms,  and  three 
thoufand  arches.  He  overran,  burnt  and  de- 
ftroyed  all  the  country  round  about,  as  far  as 
Dinant  and  Goi  la  Foret,  fo  that  no  one  dared 
remain  in  the  flat  country.  Durii.g  this  fiege  of 
Vannes,  there  were  many  flcirmiflies  and  attacks  at 
the  barriers  of  the  town,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
were  eager  to  defend  themfelves.  The  countefs 
remained  all  the  time  with  lord  Robert  at  th^ 
fiege. 

Sir  Walter  Manny,  who  had  continued  in  Henne- 
)ion  the  whole  time  that  the  countefs  was  in  England, 
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gave  up  the  charge  of  it  to  the  lord  of  Cadoudal ; 
and  taking  with  him  fir  Yves  de  Trefiquidi,  a  hun- 
dred men  at  arms^  and  two  hundred  archers,  came 
to  the  army  before  Vannes.  Soon  after  his  arrival, 
the  town  was  aflaulted  in  three  places  at  once;  and 
the  Englifh  archers '  (hot  fo  thickly,  that  fcarcely 
any  one  dare^  to  (how  themfelves  at  the  battle- 
ments.  This  combat  lafied  a  whole  day,  and  many 
were  killed  and  wounded  on  both  fides.  Towards 
evening,  the  Engli(h  retired  to  their  quarters,  and 
the  inhabitants  to  their  houfes,  quite  tired,  when 
they  difarmed  themfelves:  but  the  army  did  not  fo; 
*hey  only  took  off  their  helmets,  and  drank  once 
to  refrefli  themfelves.  Prefently  after,  by  .the  ad- 
vice of  lord  Robert,  the  army  was  drawn  out  again 
*  in  three  divifions :  two  of  them  were  l^d  to  that 
part ,  of  the  town  where  they  intended  to  make  the 
ftropgeft  affault,  and  the  third  was  ordered  to  re- 
main quiet,  until  the  engagement  (hould  have  lafied 
fome  time,  which  would  probably  bring  all  the  in- 
habitants to  that  quarter  to  defend  themfelves  : 
they  were  then  to  advance  to  the  weakeft  part  of 
the  place,  and,  being  provided  with  rope  ladders 
and  iron  hooks,  they  were  to  attempt  to  fcale  the 
walls  and  conquer  the  town.  This  was  executed* 
'fhe  lord  Robert  marched  with  the  van  divifipfl, 
and  (kirmi(hed  clofe  up  to  the  barriers  t  the  carl  of 
Saliflbury  did  the  fame  at  another  gate :  and  be- 
caufe  it  was  very  late,  to  alarm  the  inhabitants 
more,  they  made  great  fires,  fo  that  the  flame$ 
lighted  the  whole  town ;  which  made  many  think 
their  houfes  were  on  fire.    They  cried  out,  '  Trea- 
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fon!  treafon !  arm  yourfelves;'  for  many  were 
already  gone  to  reft^  as  they  had  worked  hard  in 
the  day  time. 

They  got  up  as  quickly  as  they  could^  and  ran^ 
without  any  order,  and  without  fpeaking  to  their 
captains,  to  the  part  where  the  fires  were.  The 
lords  alfo,  who  were  in  their  h6tels,  armed  thena- 
felves.  In  the  midft  of  this  buftle,  the  ead  of  Ox- 
ford and  fir  Walter  Manny  advanced,  with  the 
third  divifion,  to  a  part  where  there  was  no  guard  ; 
and^  having  fixed  their  ladders,  mounted  them^, 
with  their  target^  on  their  heads,  and  entered  tl^e 
town  very  quietly,  without  the  French  or  Bretons^ 
who  were  within  it,  having  the  leafi;  fufpicion  until 
they  faw  their  enemies  in  the  fireets.  They  theu 
all  took  to  flight,  each  to  fave  himfelf :  their  cap- 
tains, not  having  time  to  get  into  the  caftle,  mounted 
their  horfes,  a;nd,  pafling  through  a  poflenii  gained 
the  field3>  to  fave  their  lives :  happy  were  thofe 
who  could  by  this  means  efoape.  However/ the 
four  knights  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  ihifk 
chapter,  fared  th^mfelves,  and  a  part  of  their  peo- 
ple; but  all  who  were  encountered  by  the  Englifh 
were  flain  or  made  prifoners.  The  town  of  Vannea 
was  overrun  and  facked :  all  forts  of  people  en- 
tered into  it ;  and  the  countefs  of  Moqtfort  niada 
her  entry  there  with  lord  Robert  d'Artpi^^  to  her 
great  joy. 
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CriAP.  XCII. 
THE  DEATH  OF  THE  LORD  ROBERT  D'ARTOIS. 

'jPHUS,  as  I  have  related,  was  the  town  of 
Vannes  taken.  Five  days  after  that  events  the 
countefs  of  Montfort,  fir  Walter  Manny,  fir  Yves 
de  Trefiquidi,  and  many  other  Englilh  and  Breton 
knights  returned  to  Hennebon. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  earl  of  Salifbury,  the  e^rl 
of  Suffolk^  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  with  three  thou- 
fand  men  at  arms  and  three  thoufand  archers,  took 
leave  of  the  lord  Robert,  left  Vannes,  and  went 
towards  tlennes,  which  the  lord  Charles  and  his  lady 
had  quitted  four  days  before,  and  were  gone  to 
Nantes ;  but  they  had  left  in  that  city  greatnumbers 
of  knights  and  fquires. 

The  lord  Lewis  of  Spain  remained  at  fea  with  his 
Genoefe  and  Spaniards,  and  fo  carefully  guarded  the 
coafts  of  England,  that  no  one  could  come  from 
thenc6,  or  go  into  Brittany,  without  much  danger ; 
and  this  year  he  did  great  damage  to  the  Englifli. 

The  country  was  much  agitated  by  the  capture  of 
the  city  of  Vannes ;  for  they  imagined  that  the  cap- 
tains who  were  within  it  ought  to  have  defended  it 
againft  all  the  world,  4s  it  was  fufficiently  ftrong, 
very  well  provided  with  men  at  arms,  artillery,  and 
all  other  forts  of  provifion.  The  lord  of  Cliffon  and 
fir  tterve  de  Leon  were  quite  afliamed  of  their  m(if- 
hap;  and,  their  enemies  fpeaking  villanoully  of 
what  they  had  done,  they  feiitto  a  great  number  of 
km'ghts    and  fquires  of    Brittany,   and  eutfeated 
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they  would  meet  them  at  an  appointed  rendezvous^ 
by  a  certain  day,  with  as  many  followers  as  they 
eould  bring.  They  all  cheerfully  promifed,  and 
exerted  themfelves  fo  much,  as  did  many  of  the 
people  in  Brittany,  that,  by  the  appointed  time, 
there  came  before  the  town  of  Vannes  twelve  thou- 
fand  men  armed,  including  freemen  and  fepffs. 
Thither  came,  with  a  numerous  body,  the  lord 
Robert  ^e  Beaumanoir,  marfhal  of  Brittany ;  and 
having  befieged  the  city  on  every  fide,  they  began 
to  aflault  it  very  fliarply.  When  the  lord  Robert 
found  himfelf  thus  befieged  in  Vannes,  he  was  not 
negligent  to  defend  it  valiantly  againft  the  Bretons^ 
who  repeated  their  attacks  with  great  courage  and 
eagernefs,  leftthofe  who  had  gone  forRennes  fiiould 
return  and  difappoint  their  enterprife. 

They  gave  one  aflault  fo  well  fupported  by  the 
knights^  fquires,  and  even  by  the  commonalty  of 
the  country,  that  they  overpowered  the  barriers  of 
the  town,  then  the  gates,  and  entered  the  town  by 
ftorm,  putting  the  Englifli  to  flight,  killing  and 
wounding  many.  Among  the  laft  was  the  lord 
Robert,  who  was  very  badly  wounded^  infomuch 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  efcaped  being  taken  : 
he  fled  through  a  poftem  gate^  and  lord  Stafibrd 
with  him. 

At  this  capture  of  Vannes,  the  lord  Defpencer, 
ibn  of  the  lord  Hugh  Spencer,  mentioned  at  the 
beginning  of  this  hiftory,  was  taken  prifoner  by  fir 
Herve  de  Leon;  but  he  was  fo  badly  wounded  that 
he  died  the  third  day  afterwards.  Thus  did  the 
Frcncfh  regain  th^e  town  of  Vannes. 

Lord 
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Lord  Robert  d'Artois  continued  fomc  little  time 
in  Hennebon;  but  at  laft  he  was  recommended  to 
return  to  England,  where  he  would  find  more  Ikil- 
ful  furgeons  and  phjficians.  On  his  voyage^  he 
was  fo  much  a9re6i€d  and  oppreffed  by  fea-ficknefs 
that  his  wounds  grew  worfe  :  he  furvived  but  a 
ihort  time  after  he  had  been  carried  to  London. 
He  was  courteous^  courageous  and  gallant^  and  of 
the  firft  blood  in  the  world. 

He  was  buried  at  London  in  the  church  of  St. 
Paul;  and  the  king  of  England  made  hisobfequie« 
as  folemn  as  if  they  had  been  for  his  coufin-german 
the  earl  of  Derby.  The  lord  Robert  was  much  la- 
mented in  England;  and  when  the  king  was  inform- 
ed of  his  deaths  he  fwore  he  would  never  reft  un- 
til he  had  revenged  it :  he  would  go  himfelf  into 
Brittany^  and  reduce  the  country  to  fuch  a  fituatioa 
that  it  (hould  not  recover  itfelf  for  forty  years. 

He  iflued  out  his  fummons  for  all  manner  of 
perfons  to  get  themlelves  in  readinefs  to  follow  him 
at  the  end  of  the  month ;  and  he  colle6led  a  nume- 
rous fleets  well  provided  with  every  tl),ing  that  was 
neceffary.  At  the  end  of  the  month,  he  put  to  fea, 
and  anchored  near  Vannes,  at  the  fame  place  where 
lord  Robert  had  landed  with  his  army.  It  took  them 
three  days  to  difembark  their  horfes,  provifions^ 
&c.:  on  the  fourth,  they  advanced  toward  Vannes. 
The  earls  of  Sialifbury  and  Pembroke  with  the  Eng- 
lifh  before  named,  were  all  this  time  carrying  on 
the  fiege  of  Rennes. 
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CHAP.  XCIIL 


THf:   KING    OF    ENGLAND    CONTINUES    THE    WAR' IN 

PERSON    IN    BRITTANY. 


nPHE  Englifli  king  was  fo  aflive  from  the^time  of 
his  landing  in  Brittany,  that  he  advanced  with 
his  whole  army  before  Vannes,  and  laid  fiege  to  it. 
At  that  time  there  was  in  Vannes,  Olivier  dc  Clif- 
fon,  fir  Herve  de  Leon,  the  lord  of  Tournemine, 
fir  Xxeoffry  de  Malefl:roit,  fir  Guy  de  Loheac^  who 
.having  imagined,  for  fome  time,  that  the  king  of 
England  would  come  to  Brittany,  had  amply  pro- 
vided the  town  and  caftle  with  men,  and  every  kind 
of  ftores  and  provifions. 

When  the  king  had  quartered  his  men,  he  or- 
dered an  aflault,  and  his  archers  to  make  good  ufe 
of  their  bows.  This  lafted  half  a  day ;. but  he  won 
nothing,  though  they  laboured  hard,  fo  well  was 
the  town  defended. 

As  foon  as  the  countefs  of  Montfort  knew  of 
the  arrival  of  the  king  of  England,  -flie  fet  out  from 
tieiuiebon,  accompanied  by  fir  Walter  Manny  and 
^  other  knights  and  fquires,  and  came  towards  Vannes 
to  compliment  the  king,  and  entertain  him  and  all 
the  barons  of  his  army.  After  a  fl;ay  of  four  days, 
flie  and  her  fuit  returned  to  Hennebon. 

We  mufl:  now  fpeak  of  the  lord  Charles  of  Blois, 
who  remained  in  the  city  of  Nantes.  When  he 
was  informed  that  the  king  of  England  was  come 
into  Brittany,  he  fignified  it  to  the  king  of  France, 
his  uncle,  in  order  to  obtain  affifiance. 

The 
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'  The  king  of  England  perceiving  that  Vannes  was 

ftrong,  and  well  piovided  with  every  neccQ'ary,  and 

hearing  from  his  people  that  the  country  round 

about  was  poor,  and  fo  deflroyed  that  they  had  diffi- 

rculty  in  getting  forage  for  themfelves  and  horfes, 

I  iis  they  were  very  numerous,  ordered  the  earl  of 

1  Arundel,  the  baron  of  Stafford,  iir  Walter  Manny, 

[  fir  Yves  de  Trefiquidi,  fir  Girard  de  Rochefort, 

'  with  five  hundred  men  at  arms  and  fix  thoufand 

It  Wchers  to  remain  there. 

He  hirafelf  witli  the  reil  of  his  army,  advanced 

I  towards  Rennes,  burning  and  ruining  the  'Country 

ikm  all  fides,  and  was  moli  joyfully  received  by  his 

[  «rmy,  who  lay  before  it,  and  had  been  there  for  a 

confidcrable  time.    When  he  had  tarried  five  days, 

,  he  learnt  that  the  lord  Charles  was  at  Nantes,  col- 

letting  a  large  force  of  men  at  arms.     He  fet  out, 

I  therefore,  leaving  thofe  whom  he  bad  found  at 

j  'Rennes,  and  came  before  Nantes,  which  he  be- 

f  fieged  as  clofely  as  he  could;  but  he  was  unable 

to  furround  it,  fuch  was  its  fize  and  extent.     The 

inarOials  therefore,  and  their  people,  overran  the 

country,  and  deliroyed  it. 

The  king  of  England  drew  out,  one  day,  his 
army  in  battle  array  on  a  hill  near  Nantes,  in  ex- 
peftation  that  the  lord  Charles  would  come  forth, 
and  offer  him  an  opportunity  of  fighting  with  him  ; 
but,  having  waited  from  morning  till  noon  in  vain, 
they  returned  to  their  quarters  :  the  light  horfe 
however,  in  their  retreat,  galloped  up  to  the  bar- 
.riera,  and  fet  fire  to  the  fuburbs. 
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The  king  of  England^  in  this  manner^  remained 
before  Naotes :  the  ^ord  Charles^  who  w^s  within 
it,  fent  frequent  infoi^ation. to  the  king  of  France 
of  the  fiate  of  his  affairs^  who  had^  already  ordered 
his  fon^  the  duke  of  Normandy^  to  his  a0iflance, 
■Bsxd  which  duke  was  then  come  to  Angers^  where 
he  had  fixed  the  rendezvous  for  his  forces  that 
came  to  him  from  all  quarters. 

During  this  fiege^  the  king  of  England  made  fre- 
quent fkirmiihes^  but  without  fuccefs^  always  lofing 
fome  of  his  men.  When^  therefore^  he.  found  he 
could  gain  nothing  by  hi§,auaults^  and  that  the  lord 
Charles  would  not  come  out  into  the  plains  to  fight 
with  him.  he  eflabliflied  there  the  earl  of  Oxford^ 
fir  Henry  Beaumont,  the  lord  Percy,  the  lord 
..Roos^  the  lord  Mowbray,  the  lord  Delawar^  fir 
Reginald  Cobham,  fir  John  Lifle,  with  fix  hundred 
men  arnied  and  two  hundred  archers. 

He  liimfelf  advanced  into  the  country  of  Brit- 
.tany,  wafii^g  it  wherever  he  went,  until  he  came 
to  1 1  e  town  of  Dinant,  of  which  fir  Peter  Porte*- 
baeuf  was  governor.  He  immediately  laid  fiege  to  it 
all  rounds  and  ordered  it  to  be  vigoroufly  aflaulted: 
,thofe  withia  made  a  valiant  refifi:ance.  Thus  did 
the .  king  of  England  in  one  feafon,  and  in  one 
day,  make  an  aflault  by  hinifelf^  or  thofe  ordered 
by  him,  upon  three  cities  in  Brittany  and  a  good 
town. 
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CHAP.  XCIV. 


THE    LORD    OP  CLISSON    AND    SIR    HERTB    DE    LEOK 
ARE   TAKEN    PRISONERS    BY   THE   ENGLISH. 

TOURING  the  time  that  the  king  of  England  was 
thus  overrunning  the  country  of  Brittany,  his 
army  that  was  befieging^  Vannes  made  every  day 
Tome  fliarp  aflaults  upon  one  of  the  gates  :  all  thq 
moft  expert  warriors  of  each  fide  were  attra6led  to 
that  place,  and  many  gallant  deeds  of  arms  were 
performed ;  for  thofe  of  Vannes  had  opened  the 
gate,  and  pofted  themfelves  at  the  barriers,  becaufe 
they  had  noticed  the  banners  of  the  earl  of  Arundel, 
the  earl  of  Warwick,  the  baron  of  Stafford,  and 
fir  Walter  Manny,  who  appeared  to  them  to  ad- 
Tenture  themfelves  too  raflily.  .  Upon  which  the 
lord  of  Cliffon,  fir  Herve  de  Leon,  and  fome  other 
knights,  took  more  courage.  The  engagement  was 
well  fupported  on  both  fides,  aird  lafied  a  confider- 
able  time ;  but  finally  the  Englifli  were  repulfed, 
and  driven  back  from  the  barriers. 

The  Bretonknights,  opening  the  barriers,  puflied 
forward,  fword  in  hand,  leaving  behind  them  fix 
knights,  with  a  fuificient  force,  to  guard  the  town^ 
and  purfued  the  Eqglifli,  who  fought  well  as  they 
retreated.  The  confli6t  became  fi;ronger ;  for  the 
Englifli  increafed  and  were  fi;rengthened,  which 
forced  the  Bretons  to  retire,  but  not  fo  regularly 
as  they  had  advanced.  The  fl;ruggle  now  was  very 
hard:  the  Breton  knights  had  much  difficulty  to  re- 
turnj  and  many  were  killed  and  wounded. 
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When  thofc  at  the  barriers  faw  their  people  re- 
treating and  driven  back^  they  clofed  them,  but  fo 
untimely  that  the  lord  of  Cliffon  was  fliut  out,  and 
alfo  fir  Herve  de  Leon,  who  were  both  taken  pri- 
foners.  On  the  other  hand,  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifli,  wlio  had  advanced  too  eagerly,  was  th'e 
baron  of  Stafford,  who  was  inclofed  between  the 
barriers  and  the  gate,  where  the  conabat  raged  very 
fiercely.  The  lord  Stafford  was  taken,  and  many 
of  his  people  were  made  prifoners,  or  flain.  So  the 
Englifli  retreated  to  their  quarters,  and  the  Bretons 
into  the  city  of  Vannes. 


CHAP.  XCV. 


THE  KING  OF  ENGLAND  TARES  THE  TOWN  OF 
DINANT. — THE  LORD  LEWIS  OF  SPAIN  MAKES 
SOME    CRUISES    AT    SEA. 

TN  the  manner  above  related  were  thefe  knights  - 

taken  prifoners.  After  that  engagement,  there 
were  not  any  others  of  confequence ;  for  each  fide 
was  upon  its  guard.  The  king  af  England  had  laid 
fiege  to  Dinant,  who  wheii  he  had  been  four  days  be- 
fore it,  collected  a  great  number  of  boats,  in  which  he 
placed  his  archers,  and  had  them  rowed  up  to  the 
paliifades  of  wood  with  which  the  town  was  inclofed. 
They  (hot  fo  well  that  no  one  dared  fcarcely  to 
fliew  himfelf  at  the  windows,  or  any  where  elfe, 
to  defend  it.  With  the  archers,  there  were  others 
who  with  fliarp  axes,  whilft  the  archers  made  ufe  of 
their  bows,  cut  the  paliifades,  and  in  a  fiiort  time 

did 
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I  4id  fo  mucb  damage  that  they  Bung  down  a  large 
I , part  of  them,  and  entered  tiie  town  by  force. 
I  The  town's  people  then  fled  towards  the  market 
I.  place ;  but  there  was  little  regularity  or  order  among 
tthem,  for  thofe  who  had  paiTed  the  ditch  in  boats, 
|,VJid  had  entered  the  town^  advanced  to  the  gate, 
[,  and  opened  it,  fo  that  every  one  might  pafs.  Thus 
[  was  the  town  uf  Dinaut  in  Brittany  taken,  facked 
f  and  pillaged,  and  the  governor,  fir  Peter  Porte- 
•  bffiuf,  made  prifoner.  The  Englith  took  whatever 
they  pleafed,  and  made  a  rich  booty,  for  the  town 
Latthat  time  was  very  wealthy  and  full  of  mer- 
■chaodife. 

P  When  the  king  of  England  had  atchieved  this 
deed,  and  had  conquered  the  town,  he  left  it 
empty,  not  having  any  intention  of  keeping  it,  and 
advanced  towards  Vannea,  where  he  took  up  his 
quarters. 

We  mull  DOW  fpeak  of  the  lord  Lewie  of  Spain,  * 
the  lord  Charles  Griraaldi  and  lord  Otho  Doria, 
who  at  this  lime  had  under  their  command  eight  ~ 
galleys,  thirteen  barges,  and  thirty-nine  veflels, 
manned  by  Genocfe  and  Spaniards.  They  kept 
cruifmg  between  England  and  Brittany,  and  at 
times  did  great  mifchief  to  the  Englifh,  who  were 
coming  to  recruit  their  countrymen  with  troops 
and  provilioas. 

Once,  among  other  times,  they  attacked  the  fleet 
of  the  king  of  England,  that  lay  at  anchor  in  a  fniall 
port  of  Brittany  near  Vannes,  which  not  being  fuffi- 
cieatly  guarded,  they  flew  a  great  part  of  the  ma- 
rinersj  and  would  have  done  much  more  damage, 
D3  if 
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if  the  Englifli^  who  were  before  Vannei^  had  noC^ 
hajftened  to  their  afliftance.  When  this  news  waft 
.  brought  to  the  army,  every  one  was  in  motion : 
but,  notwithftanding  the  fpeed  they  made,  they 
could  not  prevent  the  lord  Lewis  and  his  party 
from  carrying  off  four  veffels  laden  with  provi- 
fions^  and  finking  three  others,  the  crews  of  which 
were  all  drowned.  The  king  was  then  advifed  to 
fend  one  part  of  his  fleet  to  the  harbour  of  Breft^ 
and  the  other  to  that  of  Hennebon,  which  he 
complied  with,  and  continued  to  befiege  boA 
Vannes  and  Rennes. 


CHAP.  XCVi: 

THE  DUKE  OF  NOKBIANDY  BRINGS  WITH  HIM  SOMt 
LORDS  OF  tRANCE,  TO  OPPOSE  THE  KING  O* 
ENGLAND    IN    BRITTANY. 

W/'E  will  now  return  to  the  army  which  the  duke 
of  Normandy  was  marching  into  Brittany,  to 
aflift  his  coufin  the  lord  Charles  of  Blois. 

The  duke  after  having  colle6led  his  forees,  was 
informed  how  the  king  of  England  was  laying  wafle 
all  the  country  of  Brittany ;  that  he  was  befieging 
three  cities,  and  had  taken  the  town  of  Dinant : 
he  fet  out  therefore  with  a  very  great  force,  from 
the  city  of  Angers,  having  more  than  four  thoulahd 
men  at  arms,  and  thirty  thoufand  others.  All  the 
baggage  took  the  high  road  for  Nantes,  under  the 
command  of  the  two  marihals  of  France,  the  lord 
of  Montmorency^   and  the  Ipfd  de  St.  Venant. 

rtfer  ihem  came  the  duke  of  If^ormandy,  tlie  earl 

d'Alen^on 
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d'Alen^on  his  uncle^  the  earf  of  Blois  his  coufin^ 
the  duke  de  Bourbon,  the  earl  de  Ponthieu^  the 
earl  of  Boulogne^  the  earl  of  Venddme,  the  earl  of 
Dammartin^  the  lord  of  Craon^  the  lord  of  Couc  j, 
the  lord  of  Sully,  the  lord  of  Frcfnes,  the  lord  of 
Roje,  and  fo  many  barons  and  knights  from  Nor- 
maiidj,  Auvergne,  Limoufin,  Berrj,  Maine,  and 
Poitou,  that  it  would  take  too  much  time  to  name 
them  all ;  and  they  were  every  day  increafing,  for 
the  king  of  France  had  reiterated  his  suinmo^s. . 

Tile  Englifli  lords  before  Nantes  received  intel* 
lig^nce,  that  the  duke  of  Normandy  was  on  hi§ 
march  with  forty  thoufand  men:  th^s  news  they 
fetit  off  in  great  hafte  to  king  Edward ;  the  receiv- 
log  6f  which  made  him  very  thoughtful ;  and  he 
had  9i  one  time  the  idea  of  breaking  up  the  fiege 
of  Yann/es,  as  well  as  that  of  Rennes,  and  to  retire 
towards  Nantes.  He  was,  however,  advifed  to  con- 
tinue where  he  was^  as  his  pofition  was  llrong^  and 
near  ta  his  fleet,  and  to  wait  for  his  enemies.  He 
^as  al(b  advifed  to  fend  for  the  divi^on  of  his  army 
tbat  li^as  before  NanteS;  and  continue  the  iiege  of 
jfennte ;  as  that  place  was  not  fo  far  diflanf^  but 
that  his  army  could  come  to  his  aflifiance,  if  there 
Jhould  be  any  neceffity  for  it.  The  king  followed 
ikis  counfelj  and  fent  for  thofe  that  were  before 
KaHtes^  who  came  to  tlie  fiege  of  Yannes. 

The  duke  of  Normandy  and  his  army  arrived 
at  Nantes,  where  the  lord  Charles  and  a  number 
of  Juiights  were.  The  lords  were  lodged  in  the 
town,  and  the  army  raund  about ;  for  there  waji 
aot  room  for  them  in  jthe  city  or  fuburbs. 

.      t>  4  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XCVIL 


THE  KIKG  OP  PKGLAITB  ASP  THE  DUKE  OP  SOR- 
MANDY  ENCAMP  THEIR  ARMIES  OPPOSITE  TO 
EACH   OTHER,  KEAR   TO   TANNES. 


TOURING  the  time  the  dake  of  Normandy 

mained  in  Nantes^  the  lords  of  England  who 
were  before  Rennes  made  a  Tigorous  affault  «poii 
that  city :  they  had^  for  a  long  time  before^  pre* 
pared  machines  for  this  attack.  Though  it  li^Red 
a  whole  day^  ihey  gained  no  adyantage^  but  loft 
many  of  their  men. 

The  baron  d'Ancenis^  the  lord  da  Pont^  fir  John 
de  3f  aleftroit  Yvain  ChamieL  and  Bertrand  du 
Giiefclin^  then  a  fquire^  were  in  the  town^  aiid>  as 
well  as  thebiihop^  defended  themfelves  fo  yaliantly^ 
that  they  fuffered  no  lofs.  Notwithftanding  this, 
the  Englifh  remained  before  the  place^  and  wafted 
and  deftroved  the  country  round  about. 

The  duke  of  Normandy  left  Nantes  with  his 
;army^  and  \^  as  advifed  to  adrance  towards  Vamies, 
that  he  mi^ht  the  fboner  meet  the  oiemy ;  for  he 
had  heard  that  that  town  was  much  ftraitened^  and 
in  greater  daager  of  being  loft  than  Rennes.  He 
and  his  whole  army,  therefore,  took  their  route  to 
^^j^ooes,  under  the  command  of  the  two  marflials 
and  fir  Geoffry  de  Chamy:  the  earl  of  Guines, 
fon  to  the  confiable  of  France,  had  the  rearward. 
They  contmued  their  march  until  they  came  pretty 
A^r  to  Yannes,  on  the  oppofite  fide  to  where  the 
of  EogUmd  was  quartered:  they  then  halted, 
^  encamped 
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encamped  in  a  fine  meadow^  and  made  a  large  ditch 
in  their  front. 

The  marfhals^  and  fir  Robert  de  Beaumanoir, 
marfiial  of  Brittany^  made  frequent  excurfions: 
there  were  (kirmiflies  on  both  fides^  which  occa- 
fioned  the  oTcrthrow  and  death  of  many. 

The  king  of  England  fent  for  the  earl  of  Sa- 
liibury^  the  earl  of  Pembroke^  and  the  red  who 
were  befieging  Rennes.  The  Engliih^  and  the 
Bretons  of  the  Montfort  party^  might  amount  to 
nearly  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men  at  arms^  fix 
thoufand  archers^  and  three  thoufand  men  on  foot^ 
The  French  were  four  times  that  number^  well 
condition^  and  well  armed. 

The  king  of  England  had  taken  fuch  a  pofition 
before  Vannes^  that  the  French  could  not  attack 
him^  but  to  their  difadvantage ;  and  fince  the  ar- 
rival of  the  duke  of  Normandy^  he  had  pot  made 
any  aflault  upon  the  town^  wifliing  to  fpare  his 
men  and  his  artillery. 

Thus  thefe  two  armies  lay  near  each  other  fot 
a  long  time.  When  the  winter  fet  in^  pope  Cle- 
ment Yl.  fent  thither  the  cardinal  of  Prenefi:e  and 
the  cardinal  of  Clermont^  who  made  frequent  vifits 
from  one  army  to  the  other^  to  endeavour  to  re- 
concile them;  but  they  would  not  confent  to  a 
peace.* 

There 

•  The  firfi:  of  thefe  prelates  was  Peter  des  Pr^s,  born  in 
Qoercy,  cbancellor   of  the  church   of    Rome,  and  biihop  of 
Frefcati:    the   other  was  Annibal  de  Cccano,    biihop  of   Pa- 
Minc.    The  confiprences  were  hdd  ia  the  priory  of  the  Mag- 
dalen^ 
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There  were  frequent  engagements  between  the 
foragers^  and  manj  killed  on  each  fide.  The  Eng-* 
lifii  were  obliged  to.  go  out  foraging  in  large  parties^ 
for  fear  of  falling  into  ambufcades ;  and  every  time 
they  went  abroad  they  were  in  great  danger  of 
them.  Add  to  this^  that  the  lord  Lewis  of  Spaia^ 
and  his  fleets  guarded  fo  carefully  the  cbaft^  that 
the  £ngli(h  army  could  fcarcely  receive  any  thiog 
from  England^  which  made  them  fuffer  much. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  duke  to  keep  the  king 
thus  in  a  manner  befieged ;  but  the  French  endured 
much  pain  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather^  fo^ 
it  rained  night  and  day^  which  deftroyed  the  greatet 
part  of  their  horfes^  and  forced  them  to  diflod^^ 
and  lie  in  the  open  fields^  from  the  great  quantity 
of  water  which  inundated  their  camp. 

The  cardinals  now  exerted  themfelves  fo  effedu^ 
ally^  that  a  truce  for  three  years  was. agreed  to; 
and  the  king  of  England  and  the  duke  fwore^  as  is 
cufiomary^  not  to  infringe  it  during  that  time. 


daleo,  in  the  town  of  Maleftroit.  The  commiffioners  on  th4 
part  of  France  were,  Endes  doke  of  Burgnndj,  and  Peter 
dnke  of  Bourbon  ;  on  the  part  of  Englaqd^  Henry  earl  ct 
Lantader^  William  Bohun  and  Wtlliam  Montacate.— Hi5/.  de 
Sreiagne. 


* 
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CHAP,  xcvrii. 

THE  RING  OF  FRANCE  ORDERS  TUB  LORD  OF  CLISSON, 
AND  MANY  OTHER  LORDS  OF  BRITTANY  AND 
NORMANDY^    TO   Bl&^  BEHEADED. 

nPHUS  thefe  great  armies  were  feparated,  and  the. 
flege  of'Vannes  ralfed.  The  duke  of  Nor- 
inand}'  retired  to  Nantes^  and  took  the  two  cardinals 
with  him :  the  king  of  England  went  to  the  coun- 
tefs  bf  Montfort  at  Hennebon.  There  was  an  ex- 
change made  of  the  lord  of  Cliffon  for  the  baron 
of  Stafford. 

When  the  king  of  England  had  been  fome  tinie 
at  Hennebon  with  the  countefs^  and  had  arranged 
bis  affairs^  he  gaVe  her  nn  charge  to  the  two  bror 
thers  de  Spiiblefort^  fir  William  de  Cadoudal  and 
others^  and  fet  out  with  his  knights  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  about  Chriftmas.* 

The  duke  of  Normandy  returned  into  France, 
and,  having  difbanded  his  army,  each  went  to  his 
own  home. 

SoWi  afterwards,  the  Idrd  of  Cliffon  was  afrefted, 
upon  fufpicioh  of  trestfon,  and  cohfined  in  the  pri- 
fon  of  the  Chatelet  in  Paris :  at  which  all  who  heard 
it  were  much  furprifed.  The  barons  and  knights  of 
France  aiked  each  other  what  could  be  the  reafon, 
for  they  coitld  not  mkke  out  any  thing  fatisfaftory ; 

but  they  imagined  it  might  be  occafioned  by  jealoufy, 

■        I    I  .III  I        I  ■  .  1 1  I      1       I  II 

*  Edward  embarked  ab,out  the  end  of  February,  and  landed  at 
Weymouth  on  a  Sundav,  2d  March,  ld43.<— R^M£R. 
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becaufe  the  king  of  England  had  preferred  to  ex- 
change him  for  lord  Stafford  to  fir  Herve  de  Leon^ 
who  was  ftill  a  prifoner  :  fo  that  the  favour  the 
king  of  England  had  fliewn  to  the  lord  of  Cliflbn^ 
in  preference  to  fir  Herve,  his  enemies  thought  had 
been  improperly  gained,  and  grounded  upon  that 
the  fufpieion  for  which  he  lofi;  his  head  at  Paris^ 
and  which  occafioned  great  grief,  for  no  one  could 
find  a  fufficicnt  rcafon  for  it.*  ^ 

Shortly  afterwards,  many  other  knights^  were 
ac'cufed  of  fimilar  crimes.  The  lord  of  MaI^fi:roit 
and  his  fon,  the  lord  of  Avaugour,  fir  Tibaut  de 
Morillon,  and  other  lords  of  Brittany,  to  the  num- 
ber  of  ten  knights  and  fquires,  were  beheaded  at 
Paris- 
Four  other  knights  of  ^ormandy^  fir  William 
Baron,  fir  Henry  de  Malefl;roit,  the  lord  of  Roche- 
teffon,  and  fir  Richard  de  Perfy,  were  put  to  death 
upon  reports,'  whether  well  founded'  or  not  I  am 
ignorant,  which  caufed  afterwards  great  troubles 
in  Brittany  and  Normandy.     . 

*  The  lord  Stafford  was  exchanged  for  Olivier  de  ClifToo,  and 
Godfrey  de  Harcourt.  They  entered  into  a  treaty  with  Edward^ 
and  the  earl  of  Salifbury  was  the  perfon  to  whom  il  was 
intriifled.  On  the  earfs  return  to  England,  on  hearing  from  his 
countefs  Edward's  condu6t  to  her  during  his  abfeoce,  he  retired 
from  tbe  court  fecretly,  and  went  to  France,  when  he  delivered 
up  to  Philip  de  Valois  the  engagements  of  Olivier  de  Cliifoo  and 
the  other  knights.  Olivier  was  beheaded,  and  his  body  hung  on 
the  gibbet  at  Monfaucon.  Godfrey  de  Harcourt,  being  baniihed 
the  kingdom,  retired  to  England. — Hist,  de  Bretagney  vd.  i. 
p.  268. 

The 
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The  lord  of  Cliffon  left  behind  him  a  fon,  named 
Olivier  de  Cliflbn  after  his  father^  who  withdrew 
himfelf  immediately  to  the  caille  of  Moritfort^  with 
the  countefs  and  her  fon^  who'  was  nearly  of  the 
fame  age  with  himfelf»  and  without  a  father  ;  for 
in  truth  the  earl  of  Montfort  had  died  in  the  Louvre 
at  Paris.* 


CHAP.  XCIX. 


&1N6   EDWARD    INSTITUTES    TUE   ORDER   OF  ST. 

GEORGE^    AT   WINDSOR. 

^BOUT  this  time,  the  king  of  England  refolvtd 
to  rebuild  and  embellilh  the  great  caille  of 
Windfor,  which  king  Arthur  had  firfl  founded  in 
time  pail,  and  where  he  had  ereBed  and  eflabliflied 
that  noble  round  table  from  whence  fo  many  gallant 
knights  Iiad  iflued  forth,  and  difplayed  the  valiant 
prowefs  of  theic  deeds  at  arms  over  the  world. 

King  Edward,  therefore,  determined  to  ellablifh 
an  order  of  knighthood,  confiiling  of  himfelf,  his 
children,  and  the  mod  gallant  knights  in  Chrillen* 
dom,  1o  the  number  of  forty. 

He  ordered  it  to  be  denominated  '  knights  of 
the  blue  garter,'  and  that  the  feaft  (hould  be  cele- 
brated every  year,  at  Windfor,  upon  St.  George's 
day.  He  fummotied,  therefore,  all  the  earls,  ba- 
rons and  knights  of  his  realm,  to  inform  them  of 
his  intentions ;  they  heard  it  with  great  pleafure  ; 

!■!  ■      ■■  ■      ■  ■  ■■■ i ■ ■-- 

*  Sec  a  former  note,  p.  J  88,  refpedUng  his  death. 

for 
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for  it  appeared  to  them  highly  honourable^  «Dd 
capable  of  increafing  love  and  friendihip.  Forty 
knights  were  then  eje6led^  according  to  report  and 
eflimation^  the  braved  in  Chriflendom^  who  fealed^ 
and  fwore  to  maintain  and  keep  the  feafl  and  the 
fiatutes  which  had  been  made. 

The, king  founded  a  chapel  at  Windfor,  in  honor 
of  St.  George,  and  eftabliihed  canons,  there  to 
ferve.God,  with  a  handfome  endowment'  He  then 
iffued  his  proclamation  for  this  feaft,  by  his  heralds, 
whom- he  fent  to  France,  Scotland,  Burgundy, 
Hainault,  Flanders,  Brabant,  and  the  empire  of 
Germany,  and  offered  to  all  knights  and  fquires, 
;  that  might  dome  to  this  ceremony,  pafiporti  to  laft 
for  fifteen  days  after  it  was  over.* 

The 


*  The  number  of  knights  of  the  garter  were  only  twenty-fix : 
underneath  are  the  names  of  the  firfl  knights  : 

1.  King  Edward. 

2.  Edward  prince  of  Wales. 

3.  Henty  earl  of  Lancafier. 

4.  Thomas  earl  of  Warwick. 

5.  Piers  de  Greilly,  captal  of  Buch. 
§,  Ralph  lord  Stafford. 

7.  William  earl  of  Salisbury.. 

8.  Roger  carl  of  March. 

9.  John  lord  LiHe. 

J  0.  Bartholomew  lord  Burgherll. 

1 1 .  John  lord  Beauchamp. 

12.  John  Idrd  Mohun  of  Duniler. 

13.  Hugh  lord  Courtenay. 

14.  Thomas  lord  Holland. 

i  J .  John  lord  Gray  of  Codnore* 
10.  Sir  Richard  Fitzlimon. 

17.  Sir 
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The  celebration  of  this  order  was  fixed  for  St. 
George*8  day  next  enfuing^  to  be  held  at  Windfor^ 
1344;  and  the  queen  was  to  be  prefent^  accompaaied 
ji)y  three  hundred  ladies  and  damfels^  all  of  high 
birth^  and  richly  drefied  in  fimilar  robes. ^ 


CHAP   C. 


THE   KING  OP  fiKGLAKD   SfiTS   AT   LIBSRtt   SIR 

H£RV£    D£   LEON. 

Ty  HILST  the  king  of  Eagladd  was. employed  in 
naking  preparations  for  the  reception  of  the 
lords  «nd  ladies  whom  he  expeft^d  at  this  feafi, 
news  was  brought  him  of  the  deadi  of  the  lord  of. 
CUfibn  and  the  other  knights.  He  was  fo  much  en- 
raged at  it^  that  he  had  determined  to  retaliate  upon 
the  body  of  fir  Herve  de  Leon^  who  was  his  prifpner. 


'■Ai 


17.  Sir  IVfiles  Stapletoa. 

18.  Sir  Thomas  Wale. 

19.  Sir  Hugli  Wrottellcj. 

20.  Sir  Nele  Loring. 

21.  Sir  John  Cbaodos. 

22.  Lordjaines Audley. 

23.  Sir  Otho  Holland. 

24.  Sir  Henry  £am  of  Brabant. 

25.  SirSancfaio d'Ambreticoart. 

26.  Sir  Walter  Pa  veley.  ^    , 

*  The  firfl  memioQ  of  robes  for*  the  queen,  &c.  is  An.  7* 
Bic  2.  ]  bat  it  is  fuppofed  the  cuflom  originated  at  the  itstitutioor 

— >AsHlf0LB. 

For  further  particulars  teffcGtvag  the  order  of  the  garter^  fee 
AAimole  and  Anftis. 

«ad 
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and  woald  furely  have  executed  it^  if  the  darl  of 
Derby^  his  caufin^  had  not  remonfirated^  and 
(hewed  in  council  fuch  good  reafons^  as,  for  the 
fake  of  his  own  perfonal  honour,  induced  him  to 
refrain  from  this  revenge.  He  added,  '  My  lord, 
if  that  king  Philip  has,  through  rafhnefs,  had  the 
villany  to  put  to  death  fuch  valiant  knights  as  thefe 
were,  do  not  fuffer  your  courage  to  be  tainted  by 
it;  for  in  truth,  if  you  will  but  confider  a  little, 
your  prifoner  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  Outrage: 
have  a  goodnefs^  therefore,  to  give  him  his  liberty> 
at  a  reafonable  ranfom/ 

The  king  ordered  the  captive  knight  to  be 
brought  before  him,  and  faid,  ^  Ha,  fir  Herve,  fir 
Herve^  my  adverfary,,  Philip  de  Valois,  has  fliewn 
his  treachery  in  top  cruel  a  manner,  when  he  pot 
to  death  fo  many  knights.  It  has  given  me  much 
difpleafure;  and  it  appears  as  it  were  done  in  de* 
fpight  of  us.  If  I  were  to  take  his  condu6l  for  my 
example,  I  ought  to  do  the  like  to  you ;  for  you 
have  done  me  more  harm  in  Brittany  than  any 
other ;  but  I  fliall  endure  it,  and  let  him  a6l  accord-^ 
ing  to  his  own  will.  I  will  preferve  my  own  honour 
uufpotted,  and  fliall  allow  you  your  liberty  at  a 
trifling  ranfom,  out  of  my  love  for  the  earl  of 
Derby,  who  has  requefled  it;  but  upon  cohdi* 
tion,  that  you  perform  what  I  am  going  to  afle  of 
you.' 

The  knight  replied,  '  Dear  fir,  I  will  do,  to  the 
bcfl.  of  my  power,  whatever  you  fliall  command/ 
The  king  faid,  '  I  know,  fir  Herve,  that  you  are 
one  of  the  richefl  knights  in  Brittany;  and,  if  I 
*    .  were 
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were  to  prefs  you^  you  would  pay  mc  thirty  or 
forty  thoufand  crowns  for  your  ranfoin.     But  yoU 
will  go  to  king  Philip  de  Valois,  my  adverfary,  and 
tell  him  from  me,  that,  by  putting  fo  many  knights 
to  death  in  fo  diflionourable  a  manner^  he  has  fore 
difpleafed   me  :    and  I  fay  and  maintain,  that  he 
has,  by  this  means,  broken  and  infringed  the  truce 
which  we  had  agreed  to  ;  and  that,  from  this  mo- 
ment, I  confider  it  as  broken,  and  fend  him,  by 
you,  mv  defiance.     In  confideration  of  your  carrv- 
ing  this  meflagc,  I  will  let  you  off  for  ten  thoufand 
crowns,  which  you  will  pay,  or  fend  to  Bruges,  in 
five  days  after  you  fhall  have  croffed  the  fea.     You 
will  alfo  inform  all.  fuch  knights  and  fquires  as  wifli 
to  attend  my  feaft,  for  we  lliall  be  right  glad  to 
fee  them,   not  to  dcfift  on  this  account,  for  they 
ihall  have  palTports  for  their  fafe  return,  to  laft  for 
fifteen  days  after  it  be  over.' 

'  Sir/  anfwcred  the  knight,  '  I  will  perform 
your  meffage  to  the  bell  of  my  abilities ;  and  God 
reward  you,  and  my  lord  of  Derby,  for  your  kind- 
nefsiito  me.' 

Sir  Hervc  de  Leon  did  not  after  this  remain 
long  in  prifon,  but,  having  taken  leave  of  the  king, 
went  to  Southampton,  and  embarked  on  board  a 
veffel,  with  the  intention  of  landing  at  Harfleur. 
A  violent  ftorm,  however,  which  lafted  fifteen  days, 
prevented  it.  He  lofl,  his  horfes,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  his  fervants,  which  were  thrown  overboard  ;  and 
he  himfelf  was  fo  ill  by  it,  that  he  never  afier  en- 
joyed good  health.  At  laft  the  mariners,  with 
Vol.  II.  E  much 
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hilicli  danger^  landed  at  Crolo}'*;  from  whence 
fir  Herve  and  his  fuite  went  on  foot  to  Abbeville, 
where  they  procured  horfes ;  but  fir  Herve  was  fo 
iilj  he  could  not  bear  the  motion  of  the  horfe :  he 
was  therefore  put  in  a  litter^  and  came  to  Paris,  to 
king  Philip,  to  whom  he  delivered  his  meflage, 
word  for  word ;  but  he  did  not  live  long.  He  died 
in  returning  to  his  own  country,  in  the  city  of 
Angers.     God  have  mercy  on  his  foul ! 


CHAP,  a. 


THE  KlNfr  (IF  ENGLAND  SENDS  THE   EARL   OF   DEABT 

TO  MAKE  WAR  IN  GASCONY. 


CT.  George's  day  drew  near,  when  the  grand  feaft 
was  to  be  celebrated  at  the  cafile  of  Wiudfor. 
The  king  had  made  great  preparations  for  it ;  and 
there  were  earls,  barons,  ladies  and  damfels  moil 
nobly  entertained.  The  fefiivities  and  tilts  lafled 
a  fortnight-  Many  knights  came  to  them  fronv be- 
yond fea^  from  Flanders,  Hainault,  and  Brabant, 
but  not  one  from  France, 

During  the  holding  of  thefe  feafts,  the  king  re- 
ceived intelligence  from  difterent  countries,  parti* 
cularly  from  Gafcony.  The  lord  de  I'Efparre,  thd 
lord  de  Cbaumont^  the  lord  de  Mucident,  were 
fcnt  thence  by  the  other  barons  and  knights  who 




* 


Crotoy,  a  town  in  Picardy,  fituated  at  tbe  mouth  of  thft. 
Somxne,  oppolite  to  St.  Valery. 

at 
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at  that  time  were  dependent  on  the  king  of  Eng- 
land ;  fuch  as  the  lord  d'Albret,  the  lord  de  Pu- 
miers^  the  lord  de  Montfcrraut,  the  lord  of  Duras, 
the  lord  of  Craton,  the  lord  of  Grailley,  and  many 
others ;  and  fome  \vere  likewife  fent  by  the  cities  of 
Bourdeaux  and  Bayorine.  Thefe  anibafladors  were 
moft  courteoufly  entertained  and  received  by  the 
king  and  his  council ;  to  whom  they  explained  the 
"weaknefs  of  the  country  of  Gafcony,  and  that  his 
good  friends  in  that  country  and  the  loyal  city  of 
JSourdeaux  wanted  aid :  they  therefore  intreated, 
that  he  would  fend  thither  fuch  a  captain  and  force 
of  men  at  arms,  as  he  might  think  able  to  make 
head  againft  the  French,  who  kept  the  field  in  op- 
poiition  to  all  that  were  fent  to  meet  them. 

The  king  foon  afterward  appointed  his  coufin  the 
earl  of  Derby  leader  of  this  expedition,  and  nomi- 
nated thofe  knights  that  he  had  fixed  upon  to  be 
nnder  him  :  firfl:.  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  the  earl 
of  Oxford,  the  lord  Stafibrd,  fir  Walter  Manny, 
fir  Frank  van  Halle,,  fir  Henry  Eam  of  Brabant^ 
fir  Richard  Fitzfimon,  fir  Hugh  Hafl:ings,  fir  Ste- 
phen Tombey,  fir  Richard  Haydon,  fir  John  Nor- 
wich>  fir  Richard  RadclifFe,  fir  Robert  Oxendon, 
and  feveral  more.     They  were  fully  three  hundred 
I^nights  and  fquires,  fix  hundred  men  at  arms,  and 
two  thoufand  archers.     The  king  advifed  the  earl 
his  coufin  to  take  plenty  of  gold  and  filver  with 
him,  and  to  beilow  it  liberally  among  the  knights 
and  fquires,  in  order  to  acquire  their  good  opinion 
and  afifcflion. 

E  2  The 
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The  king  alfo^  during  the  time  of  thefe  fefiivals; 
fent  fir  Thomas  Dagworth  into  Brittany,  to  re- 
inforce the  countefs  of  Montfort,  and  aflGft  her 
in  preferring  that  country ;  for,  notwithftanding 
the  truce,  he  doubted  not  but  that  king  Philip 
would  begin  the  war,  on  account  of  the  meffage 
he  had  fcnt  to  him  by  fir  Herve  de  Leon.  He 
therefore  difpatched  thitlier  one  hundred  men  at 
arms,  and  two  hundred  arcliers,  under  the  com- 
ftiand  of  fir  Thomas. 

He  likewife  ordered  the  earl  of  Salilbury  into  the 
county  of  D'ulneftre;  for  the  Scots  had  rebelled 
againfi  him,  had  burnt  much  in  Cornwall,  and  had 
advanced  as  far  as  Briftol,  and  befieged  the  town 
of  D'ulneftre*.  However,  the  earl  of  Salilbury 
marched  thither,  w  ith  three  hundred  men  at  arms, 
and  fix  hundred  arcliers  well  appointed.  Thus  the 
king  fent  forth  his  people,  and  diretied  his  trea- 
furcrs  to  deliver  out  to  the  commanding  officers  a 


*  This  paiTage  has  puzzled  me  much.  Mr.  Barnes,  in  bis- 
Life  of  Edward  III.,  fays,  it  was  tlic  young  earl  of  Salilbui^. 
One  of  my  MSS.  calls  him  the  lord  William  earl  of  Salilbury, 
K^'hich  was  the  name  of  the  earl's  fon.  But  Dugdale  contenU 
himfelf  with  f«iying,  that  in  the  1 8th  of  Edward  III.,  « the  earl 
of  Saliibury'  (fpeaking  of  the  fiift  earl)  *  was  fent  into  the  north, 
with  the  earl  of  IJIiler,  one  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  fix  htiu- 
drcd  archers,  againft  the  Scots,  then  in  hollility.' 

If  the  Scots  had  advanced  to  Briflol,  then  it  may  perhaps  be 
Dimfter  caftle. 

FroiiTtirt  fecms  to  have  been  under  a  miftake,  from  mifinfor- 
matiou,  as  1  cannot  find  itny  traces  of  this  iuvaiion. 

fufficiency 
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fufficiency  of  money  for  their  own  expenfes,  and  to 
pay  their  fellow-foldiers ;  and  each  fetout^  accord- 
ing to  the  orders  he  had  received. 

We  will  fpeak  firft  of  the  earl  of  Derby,  as  he 
had  the  greateft  charge,  which  he  conduced  to 
Southampton^  and,  embarking  on  board  the  fleet 
Rationed  there  for  him,  made  fail  for  Bayonne :  it 
was  a  handfome  city,  and  had  always  held  out  for 
the  Englifli.  He  arrived  there  without  accident, 
on  the  6th  day  of  June  1344,  when  he  difembarked 
and  landed  all  his  fiores:  they  were  joyfully  re- 
ceived by  the  inhabitants,  and  he  remained  there 
feven  davs,  to  refrefli  himfelf  and  his  horfes. 

The  earl  of  Derby  and  his  army  left  Bayonne 
the  eighth  day  after  his  arrival,  and  let  out  for 
Bourdeaux,  where  a  grand  proceflion  came  out  io 
receive  him.  The  earl  was  lodged  in  the  abbey  of 
St.  Andrew,  and  his  people  within  the  city. 

When  the  count  de  Lille  was  informed  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Englifli,  he  lent  for  the  count  de 
Comminges,  the  count  de  Perigord,  the  count  de 
Carmain,  thevifcountdeVillemur,  the  count  Duras, 
the  count  de  Valentinois,  the  count  de  Mirande, 
the  lord  of  Mirade,  the  lord  de  la  Barde,  tlie  lord 
of  Pincornet,  the  vifcount  de  Chatillon,  the  lord  of 
Chateauneuf,  the  lord  de  Lefcun,  the  abbot  of  St. 
Savin,  and  for  all  the  other  lords  who  were  at- 
tached to  the  king  of  France. 

As  foon  as  Ihev  were  all  aflembled,  be  demanded 
their  counfel  on  the  arrival  of  the  earl  of  Derby. 
The  lords,  in  reply,  faid,  they  were  fufficieiitly 
firong  to  defend  the  paflage  of  the  river  Dordogn^*, 

E3  ;it 
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at  Bergerac,  againft  the  Englifli.  This  anfvver 
mightily  pleafcil  the  count  de  Lifle,  who  was  at  that 
time  like  a  king  in  Gafcony^  and  had  been  fo  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  wars  between  the  two 
kings.  He  had  taken  the  fields  captured  towns  and 
caftleSj  and  waged  war  upon  all  who  were  of  the 
Englifli  party. 

Thefe  lords  fent  immediately  to  aflemble  their 
dependents  on  all  iides^  and  advanced  io  Bergerac^ 
where  they  entered  the  fuburbs,  which  are  largC;, 
ftrong,  and  partly  furrounded  by  the  Dordogne. 
They  had  all  their  purveyances  brought  to  them 
there  in  fafety. 


CHAP.  CII. 

THE  EARL  OF  BERBY  CONQUERS  BERGERAC*. 

TyHEN  the  earl  of  Derby  had  remained  at  Bour^ 
deaux  for  about  fifteen  days^  he  was  informed 
that  the  barons  and  knights  of  Gafcony  were  in 
Bergerac  r  he  therefore^  one  mornings  marched 
that  way  with  his  army^  and  ordered  his  marfhals^ 
fir  Walter  Manny  and  fir  Frank  van  Halle,  to  pu(h 
forward.  The  Englifli  marched  that  morning  no 
more  than  three  leagues,  to  a  cafi;Ie  called  Mont- 
croullier,  which  belonged  to  them,  and  was  fituated 
a  fliort  league  from  Bergerac. 

At  this  cafile  of  MontcrouUier,  they  tarried  that 
day  and  night.     The  day  following,  their  fcouts 

*  A  populous  town  in  Perigord,  diocefe  of  Pcrigucux, 

wer^ 
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i^'erc  fent  as  far  as  the  barriers  of  Bergerac;  and,  on 
their  return,  they  related  to  fir  W  alter  Manny,  that 
they  had  reconnoitred  the  pofition  of  the  French, 
i¥hich  did  not  appear  to  them  any  thing  very  for- 
midable. This  day,  the  Englifh  dined  early;  and, 
during  the  repaft,  fir  Walter  Manny,  addreffing 
himfelf  to  the  earl  of  Derby,  faid,  '  My  lord,  if 
we  were  good  knights,  and  well  armed,  we  might, 
this  evening,  partake  of  the  wines  of  thefe  French 
lords  who  are  in  garrifon  in  Bergerac/  The  earl 
anfwered,  ^  that  it  ihould  not  be  his  fault  if  thev 
did  not.'  When  their  companions  heard  this,  they 
faid,  ^  Let  us  hafien  to  arm  ourfelves ;  for  we  will 
ride  towards  Bergerac/  It  was  no  fooner  faid  than 
done:  they  were  all  armed,  and  mounted,  in  an 

iofiant. 

When  the  earl  of  Derby  perceived  fuch  willing- 
nefs  in  his  men,  he  was  exceedingly  joyful,  and 
cried  out,  '  In  the  name  of  God,  and  of  St.  George, 
let  us  march  to  our  enemies/ 

They  then  rode  on,  with  banners  difplayed,  dur- 
ing the  greateft  heat  of  the  day,  until  they  came  to 
the  barriers  of  Bergerac  :  which  was  not  a  place 
eafily  to  be  taken,  for  a  part  of  the  river  Dordogne 
furrounded  it. 

The  French  lords  who  were  in  the  town,  feeing 
the  Englifli  coming  to  attack  them,  faid  they  fhould 
be  well  received,  and  fallied  forth  in  battle  array  : 
they  had  with  them  a  multitude  of  foot  foldiers, 
and  country  people  badly  armed.  The  Englilh 
made  their  approaches  in  dole  order,  fo  that  they 
were  plainly  to  be  diftinguiflied  by  Ihp  towniuien, 

E  4  and 
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and  the  archers  began  to  flioot  thickly.  When  the 
loot  foldiers  felt  the  points  of  the  arrows,  and  faw 
the  banners  and  pennons  glittering;  in  the  air,  which 
they  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  fee,  they  fell  back 
upon  their  own  men  at  arms :  the  archers  continued 
to  (hoot  with  great  quicknefs,  doing  much  mifchief 
to  them. 

The  lords  of  England  then  advanced,  mounted 
on  their  excellent  courfers,  with  lances  in  their 
refts^  and,  dafliing  into  the  niidft  of  this  infantry, 
drove  them  down  at  pleafure,  and  killed  and 
w  ounded  the  French  men  at  arms  in  abundance  ; 
for  they  could  not  in  anj^  way  exert  themfelves,  as 
thefe  runaways  had  blocked  up  the  road. 

There  was  a  fcvere  engagement,  and  many  were 
killed  and  unhorfcd  :  for  the  Englilh  archers,  being 
polled  on  each  fide  of  the  road,  fhot  fo  well  toge- 
ther, that  no  one  dared  to  venture  upon  it.  Thus 
w  ere  thofe  of  Bergerac  driven  back  again  to  the 
fuburbs,  but  with  fo  much  lofs,  that  the  firft  bridge 
and  bars  were  taken  by  ftonn,  and  the  Englilh 
entered  with  them.  Upon  the  pavement,  were 
many  knights  and  fquires  flain  and  wounded,  and 
many  prifoners  made,  of  thofe  who  came  forward 
to  defend  the  pafiage.  The  lord  of  Mirepoix  was 
flain,  under  the  banner  of  fir  Walter  Mannv,  who 
was  the  firft  that  entered  thefe  fuburbs. 

When  the  count  de  Lifle  faw  that  the  Englifli 
had  got  pofleffion  of  the  fuburbs,  and  were  knock- 
ing down  and  killing  his  people  without  mercy,  he 
and  tlie  other  lords  of  Gafcony  made  a  handfome 
rrtrcut  towards  tlie  town,  and  palled  the  bridge 

with 
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with  great  diflficulty.  At  this  placc^  the  engage- 
ment was  very  fevere,  and  lafted  a  confiderable 
time:  the  noblemen  of  France  and  of  England, 
named  in  the  preceding  chapters,  combated  moft 
valiantly  hand  to  hand:  neither  knight  nor  bache- 
lor could  there  conceal  himfelf. 

Sir  Walter  Manny  had  advanced  fo  far  among 
his  enemies,  that  he  w^as  in  great  danger.  The 
Engliih  made  prifoners  of  the  vifcount  de  Bouf- 
quetin,  the  lords  of  Chatillon,  of  Chateauneuf,  and 
of  Lefcun.  The  French  retreated  into  the  fort,  let 
down  the  portcullis,  and,  getting  upon  the  battle-* 
ments,  began  to  throw  ft  ones  and  other  things,  to 
drive  their  enemies  away. 

This  aflault  and  ikirmifh  lafted  until  vefpcrs,  when 
the  Engliih  retreated,  quite  weary,  into  the  fuburbs, 
which  they  had  won ;  where  they  found  fuch  quan- 
tities of  provilion  and  wine,  that  might,  on  occa- 
fion,  have  lafted  them  for  four  months  moft  plen- 
tifully. 

When  the  morrow  dawned,  the  carl  of  Derby 
had  his  trumpets  founded,  and  his  forces  drawn 
out  in  battle  array,  to  approach  the  town,  and  make 
a  mighty  affault,  which  lafted  until  noon.  They 
had  not  much  fuccefs  ;  for  they  found  that  there 
were  within  it  men  at  arms  wiio  defended  them- 
felves  valiantly.  At  noontide,  the  Englifli  retreated, 
perceiving  that  they  only  loft  their  time. 

The  lords  then  aflembled  in  council,  and  deter- 
mined to  attack  the  town  on  the  fido next  the  river ; 
for  it  was  there  only  fortified  by  palifades.  The 
earl  of  Der]>v  font  therefore  to  the  fleet  at  Bour- 

deaux 
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deaux  for  veffels,  which  he  ordered  to  eomc  to  him 
up  the  Dordogne :   there  were  upwards  of  fixty    /, 
harks  and  other  veffels  lying  at  Bo  ur deaux,  that  ^ 
came  to  Bergcrac. 

In  the  evening  of  the  following  day,  the  Engliih 
made  their  arrangements,  and  at  fun-rife,  all  thofe 
who  were  ordered  to  attack  the  town,  and  the  fleet, 
were  quite  ready,  under  the  command  of  the  lord 
Stafford.  There  were  many  knights  and  fquire* 
who  had  requeued  to  be  on  this  expedition,  in 
hopes  of  preferment,  as  well  as  a  body  of  archers. 

They  advanced  in  hafte,  and  came  to  fome  large 
round  piles  placed  before  the  palifades,  which  they 
flung  down.  The  townfmen,  feeing  this,  went  to 
the  count  de  Lifle,  the  lords,  knights  and  fquireff 
who  were  prefent,  and  faid  to  them,  '  Gentlemen, 
we  pray  you  to  take  heed  what  you  are  about;  for 
we  run  a  great  rilk  of  being  ruined.  If  the  town 
be  taken,  we  fliall  lofe  all  we  have,  as  weil  as  our 
lives  :  it  will  thciefore  be  much  better  that  we  fur;^ 
render  it  to  the  earl  of  Derby,  before  we  fuffer 
more  damage/  The  count  replied,  ^  We  will  go* 
to  that  part  where  you  fay  the  danger  is;  for  we 
will  not  confent  \o  furrender  it  fo  eafily.'  The 
Gafcon  knights  and  fquires  eame,  therefore,  to  de- 
fend the  palifades ;  but  the  archers,  who  were  in 
the  barks,  kept  up  fo  quick  an  attack  with  their 
arrows,  that  none  dared  to  fliew  themfelves,  unlef$ 
they  chofe  to  ,run  the  rilk  of  being  killed  or 
wounded. 

\\\  the  town,  there  were  with  the  Gafcons  two  or 
three  Ijuadred  Geuoefe  crofs-bowraou,  whofe  ar- 
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mour  ihielded  them  from  the  arrows:  they  kept 
the  archers  well  employed  all  the  day,  and  many 
on  each  fide  were  wounded.  At  laft,  the  Englifh 
who  were  in  the  veffels  exerted  themfelves  fo  much^ 
that  they  broke  down  a  large  piece  of  the  palifades ; 
thofe  of  Bergerac  then  retreated,  and  requefted 
time  to  confider,  if  they  fliould  not  furrender  the 
place.  The  remainder  of  that  day  and  night  was 
granted  them,  upon  condition  that  they  did  not 
attempt  to  repair  the  breaches  :  and  every  one  re- 
tired to  his  quarters. 

The  lords  of  Gafcony  held,  that  night,  a  long 
council ;  and,  about  midnight,  having  packed  up 
all  their  baggage,  they  fet  out  from  Bergerac,  and 
followed  the  road  to  la  Reole,*  which  is  not  far 
diftant,  whofe  gates  were  opened  to  them,  and  there 
they  took  up  theif  quarters. 

The  Englifli,  on  the  morrow  morning,  re-eui* 
barked  on  board  their  fleet,  and  came  to  the  part 
where  the  palifades  had  been  broken  down :  they 
found  in  that  place  great  numbers  of  the  townfmen, 
who  intreated  the  knights,  that  they  would  befeech 
the  earl  of  Derby  to  have  mercy  on  them,  and  allow 
them  their  lives  and  fortunes,  and  from  thencefor^ 
ward  they  would  yield  obedience  to  the  king  of 
England. 

The  earl  of  Pembroke  and  the  earl  of  Oxford 
replied,  they  would  cheerfully  comply  with  their 
requeft,  and  went  to  the  carl  of  Derby  who  was 
not  prefent,  and  related  to  him  what  the  inhabitants 

*  R^ole,— a  town  of  the  Ba^adois,  on  the  Garonne* 
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of  Btn-ffcrac  hud  dclircd  of  them,  Tlic  earl  of 
Derby  anfwcred,  '  He  who  begs  for  mercy  fhould 
have  mercy  flicwn  him:  tell  them  to  open  their 
gatcs^  and  let  us  enter,  when  we  will  affure  them  of 
fafety  from  us  and  from  our  people/  The  two 
lords  returned,  and  reported  what  the  earl  had  faid. 
Upon  which,  the  townfmen  went  to  the  market- 
place, where  every  oncj  men  and  women  being 
alfcmblcd,  they  rang  the  bells,  threw  open  the  gates, 
went  out  in  proceflion  to  meet  the  earl  of  Derby, 
and^  with  all  humility,  conducted  him  to  the  church 
where  they  fwore  homage  and  fealty  to  him,  ac- 
knowledging him  as  their  lord,  for  the  king  of 
England,  by  virtue  of  a  procuration  which  he  had 
with  him. 


CHAP.  cm. 


THE    EARL    OF    DERBY^    CONQUERS  MANY    TOWNS  AND 
FORTRESSES    IN    UPPER    GASCONY. 

^IIE  fame  day  that  the  count  de  Liflc,  the  barons 
and  knights  of  Gafcony  had  retreated  to  la 
Reole,  they  held  a  counfel,  and  refolvedto  feparate 
and  withdraw  into  fortreffes,  to  carry  on  the  war 
from  thefe  garrifons,  and  to  form  a  body  of  four  or 
tive  hundred  combatants,  by  way  of  frontier  guard, 
under  the  command  of  the  fenefchal  of  Touloufe. 
The  count  de  Villemur  was  ordered  to  Auberoche ;  * 
fir  Berliand  dcs  Prcs  to  Pellegrue  ;f  the  lord  Philip 

*  ill  1*:  ngf;rd,  dioti-lo  of  Perigiu  ux. 

!  \  Aim! I  tow;i  of  ^ondomcis..  \\\  tb?  dloo^.-fe  of  Cuiidoiri. 

do 
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de  Dyon  to  Montagret  ;*  ilic  lord  of  Montbrandon 
to  Mauduran  ;  fir  Arnold  de  Dyon  to  Montgis ; 
Robert  de  Mai  more  to  Beaumont,  in  Laillois;  fir 
Charles  de  Poitiers  to  Pennes  in  the  Agenois.  All 
thcfe  knights  departed  for  their  different  garrifons ; 
but  the  count  de  Liflc  remained  in  la  Reole,  and 
had  the  fortrefs  put  in  proper  repair. 

When  the  earl  of  Derby  had  taken  pofTeffion  of 
Bergerac,  and  ftaid  there  two  days,  he  a(ked  the 
fenefchal  of  Bourdeaux,  what  was  mofl:  advifable 
for  him  next  to  undertake,  as  he  wiftied  not  to 
remain  idle.  The  fenefchal  replied,  that  he  thouglit 
it  would  be  befi;  to  go  towards  Perigord  and  upper 
Gafcony.  The  earl  of  Derby  then  gave  out  his 
orders  to  march  to  Perigord,  and  left  fir  John  de  la 
Santef  captain  of  Berge»  ac.  As  the  Englifli  advan- 
ced, they  came  to  a  caitle  called  Langon,J;  of 
which  the  provofl;  of  Touloufe  Mas  governor  :  they 
halted  there,  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  leave  fuch 
a  pofl;  .in  their  rear^  and  the  marfhars  battalioR 
immediately  began  the  aflault,  which  laftedall  that 
day,  but  they  gained  nothing.  Almoft  the  whole 
army  was  employed  againll  it  the  next  day ;  and, 
with  wood  and  faggots,  they  filled  up  the  ditches, 
fo  that  they  could  approach  the  walls. 


*  A  town  in  Perigord,  (iiocefe  of  Perigueux. 

t  lu  one  MS.  it  is  Soiice  :  in  Bunies'  hiftory  of  Edward  III.,  jir 
John  St.  John;  but  he  docs  not  mention  his  authority  tor  fo 
altering  it.  In  my  printed  copies,  and  another  MS.  it  is  Sante,  and 
is  fo  in  lord  Berner's  traiiflation. 

I  Langon,— a  town  in  Bazadois,  upon  the  Garonne,  about  fix 
iMgues  from  Bourdeaux. 

Sir 
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Sir  Frank  van  Halle  aiked  the  befieged  if  tliey 
were  willing  to  furrender,  becaufe  thej  might  delay 
it  until  it  was  too  late.  Upon  this^  they  demanded 
a  truce  to  confidcr  of  it,  which  being  granted  them, 
after  fomc  little  time  fpent  in  counfel,  they  all  fet 
out  for  Monfac/*  in  the  French  intereft^  but  took 
nothing  with  them.  The  carl  of  Derby  appointed  a 
fquire,  called  Aymon  Lyon,  governor  of  the  caflle 
of  Langon^t  and  gave  him  thirty  archers. 

The  earl  of  Derby  then  rode  on  towards  a  town 
called  Le  Lac  ;  but  the  townfmen  came  out  to  meet 
him,  brought  him  the  keys  of  the  town,  and  fwore 
homage  and  fealty  to  him.  The  earl  pafTed  on, 
and  came  to  Mandarant,  which  he  took  by  fiorm  : 
after  he  had  placed  a  garrifon  in  the  fortrefs,  he 
came  before  the  caftle  of  Montgis,  won  it  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  feut  the  governor  prifbner  to 
JBourdeaux.  He  afterwards  advanced  to  Punacfa^ 
which  he  took,  and  did  the  fame  to  the  town  and 
caflle  of  Lieux,J  where  he  ftaid  three  days,  to  re- 
frefli  himfelf  and  army.  On  the  fourth  day,  he 
piarchcd  to  Forfatli,§  which  he  gained  eafily 
enough,  and  then  the  town  of  Pondaire.  He  next 
came  to  a  town  of  confiderable  fize,  called  Beau- 
mont en  Laillois,  which  was  a  dependency  on  the 
count  de  Lifle.  The  earl  was  three  days  before  it, 
and  many  vigorous  attacks  were  made ;  for  it  was 

*  A  town  in  Perigord,  dioccfe  of  Sarlat. 

t  Barnes  calls  him  an  English  fquire,  Timothy  Lyon ;  but  I  fee 
ao  authority  for  it. 
I  In  Gafcony,  dioccfe  of  Conirainges. 

ifiCy— upon  the  Dordogne,  fix  leagues  from  Bourdeaux« 
S  •  we// 
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well  provided  with  men  at  arms  arid  artillery,  who 
defended  themfelves  as  long  as  they  were  able  :  at 
lad  it  was  taken,  with  much  flaughter  on  all  thofe 
that  were  found  in  it. 

The  earl  of  Derby  recruited  his  forces  there  with 
frefli  men  at  arms,  and  then  advanced  towards  the 
principal  town  of  the  inheritance  of  the  count  de 
Lifle,  which  was  under  the  command  of  the  lord 
Philip  de  Dyon  and  the  lord  Arnold  de  Dyon.  He 
inveited  it  on  all  fides,  and  made  his  archers  advance 
to  the  barriers,  where  they  (hot  fo  well  that  none 
durft  appear  to  defend  them :  the  Englifli,  having 
won  the  barriers,  and  every  thing  even  to  the  gate, 
retired  in  the  evening.  On  the  next  morning,  they 
renewed  the  attack  in  different  places  at  once,  and 
gave  thofe  within  fo  much  to  do,  that  they  did  not 
know  which  way  to  defend  themfelves. 

The  inhabitants  therefore  requefted  two  knights 

who  were  there,  to  treat  with  the  earl  of  Derby  for 

a  peace,  that  their  fortunes  might  be  faved.     They 

fent  before  them  an  herald,  who  obtained  a  (hort 

truce,  to  fee  if  any  agreement  could  be  entered  into. 

The  earl  of  Derby  ordered  his  men  to  retire,  and 

came  himfelf,  accompanied  by  the  lord  Stafford  and 

fir  Walter  Manny  to  the  bars,  to  confer  with  the 

inhabitants.  The  earl,  atfirft,  would  hear  of  nothing 

but  unconditional  fubmiffion  :    at  laft  it  was  fettled^ 

that  thetown  fhould  put  itfelf  under  the  dependency 

of  the  king  of  England,  as  duke  of  Guienne,  and 

that  twelve  of  the  principal  citizens  Ihould  be  fent 

to  Bourdeaux,  as  hoftages.     The  French  knights 

and  fquires  left  the  place  with  paffports,  and  went 

to  la  Reole. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  CIV. 

THE    EARL    OP    OXFORD     IS     TAKEN     PRISONER       IX 
GASCONV,  BUT  SET  AT  LIBERTY  BY  EXCHANGE. 

A  FTERthis  conqiieft,  and  that  the  earl  of  Derby 
had  left  there  men  at  arms  and  arcliers^  he 
came  before  Bonneval,*  and  made  a  violent  attack 
upon  itj  in  which  many  were  killed  and  wounded. 
At  laft  he  took  it,  and  (hewed  mercy.  After  he 
had  reinforced  it  with  men  at  arms,  and  another 
governor,  he  pufhed  forward,  and,  entering  the 
county  of  Perigord,  pafled  by  Bordelles,f  but 
did  not  attack  it,  as  he  faw  it  would  be  only  pains 
thrown  away. 

He  ftill  advanced,  until  he  came  before  Peri- 
gueux.J  There  was  in  the  town  the  earl  of  Peri- 
gord, the  lord  Roger  de  Perigord  his  brother,  the 
lord  of  Duras,  and  fully  lixfcore  knights  and  fquires 
of  that  country. 

When  the  earl  of  Derby  came  there,  he  con- 
fidered  in  what  manner  he  might  attack  it  moil 
advantageoufly,  for  he  faw  it  was  very  ftroug.  But, 
after  having  maturely  weighed  it,  he  thought  it 
moft  prudent  not  to  wafte  his  time  :  he  therefore 
retreated  two  leagues,  and  took  up  his  quarters  upon 
the  banks  of  a  river,  in  order  to  attack  the  cafile 
of  Pelagrue.§ 

*  A  village  in  the  diocefe  of  Agcn. 

t  A  village  in  Bazadois,  eledion  of  Condom. 

I  Capital  of  Perigord. 

i  A  town  iu  the  Condomoii. 

Towards 
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Towards  midnight^  about  two  hundred  lances; 
well  mounted^  fallied  out  of  Perigueux  :  they  rode 
to  faft,  that  before  day-light  they  came  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  camp^  and  falling  upon  it^  killed  and  wounded 
many.  They  entered  the  tent  of  the  earl  of  Oxford, 
whom  they  found  arming  himfelf :  he  was  immedi- 
ately attacked^  and  taken  prifoner,  as  well  as  three 
knights  of  his  houfehold,  otherwife  he  would  have 
been  flain.  The  Gafcons  iSnding  they  had  awa- 
kened the  whole  army,  retired^  and  took  their  road 
to  Perigueux. 

It  was  time-  for  them  to  do  fo  :  and  fortunately 
they  found  the  gates  of  the  barriers  open ;  for  they 
were  fo  clofely  purfued^  that  they  were  thrown  into 
confufion :  but  the  Gafcons,  £s  foon  as  they  could 
rally  themfelves,  difmounted,  and,  fword  in  hand, 
fought  with  the  Englifli,  andmaintained  their  ground 
fo  well,  that  they  loft  nothing. 

The  Englifli  returned  to  the  earl  of  Derby,  who 
marched  forward  until  he  came  before  Pelagrue, 
where  he  remained  fix  days,  and  many  art  aflault 
was  made  upon  it.  During  the  time  he  continued 
there,  the  earl  of  Oxford  and  his  companions  were 
exchanged,  for  the  vifcount  de  Boufquetin,  the 
vifcount  de  Chatillon,  the  lord  of  Lefcun,  the  lord 
pf  Chateailneuf;  and  upon  condition  that  the  lands 
'*f  Perigord  fliould  remain  in  peace  for  three  years : 
not,  however,  but  that  any  knight  or  fquire  might 
take  up  arms,  without  forfeiting  the  treaty ;  but  no- 
thing was  to  be  burnt  or  pillaged  in  that  country 
for  that  fpace  of  time.  The  Englifli,  therefore,  de- 
parted from  before  Pelagrue,  as  it  was  part  of  Peri- 

Vol,.  11.  F  gord. 
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^ord,  and  lUfSie.  towards  Auberochc^f  where  there 
is  a  handfome  and  llrong  callle^  appertaining  to  the 
archl^iihop  of  Touloufe. 

The  Englifli  took  up  their  quarters  round  about 
it,  as  if  they  meant  to  remain  there  for  a  length 
of  time,  and  fent  word  .to  thofe  within,  that  if 
they  did  not  furrcnder  fpeedily,  when  the  town 
was  taken,  they  (liould  be  all  put  to  the  fword  with- 
out mercy.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  cafile 
were  much  alarmed;  and,  feeing  no  appearance  of  ' 
any  fuccoqi:  coming  to  them,  they  put  themfelves 
under  the  obedience  of  the  earl  of  Derby,  upon 
condition  that  their  lives  and  fortunes  were  fpared, 
and  acknowledged  him  as  their  lord,  for  the  king 
of  England. 

The  earl  then  made  a  handfome  retreat  towards 
Bourdeaux,  having  left  in  Auberoche  a  fufficient 
garrifon,  under  the  command  of  fir  Frank  van 
Halle,  fir  Alain  de  Finefroide,  and  fir  John  Lendal. 

On  his  road  he  came  to  Libourne,  a  fair  and 
large  town,  twelve  leagues  from  Bourdeaux ;  to 
which  he  laid  fiege,  and  told  thofe  about  him,  that 
he  would  not  quit  it  before  he  had  got  poflefllon  of 
it.  The  inhabitants  confulted  together  ;  and  con- 
fidering  well  the  good  and  evil  of  being  alTaulted 
and  vexed,  they  furrendered  themfelves  to  the  eajl 
of  Derby,  and  did  homag<ii  to  him  during ,the  thrc^. 
days  he  remained-there. 

The  earl  ef  Derby  fent  the  earl  of  Pembroke  to 
Bergerac,  aqd  left  the  lord  Staftbrd,  fir  Steven  de 

4 

*  A  town  in  Perigord, 

'    .  -  Courcy^ 
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Courcy,  and  the  lord  Alexander  de  Haulfiel,*  with 
their  men^  in  Libourne.  He  himfelf,  accompanied 
by  the  earl  of  Oxford  and  fir  Walter  Manny,  took 
the  road  for  Bourdeaux,  where  they  arrived. 


CHAP.  CV. 


fHE  COUNT  Die  LISLE,  LIEUTENANT  FOR  THE  KlNCk 
OF  FRANCE  IN  GASCONY,  LAYS  SIEGE  TO  TttE  CASTLE 
OF  AUBEROCHE^ 

T^HE.earl  was  joyfully  deceived  on  his  return  to 
Bourdeaux  :  the  clergy  and  inhabitants  of  the 
town  came  out  to  meet  him,  in  a  grand  proccffion  t 
they  allowed  him  to  take  provifions,  and  whatever 
dfe  he  defired,  according  to  his  will  and  pleafure ; 
and  he  and  his  army  continued  in  the  town^  BxnvL* 
fing  themfelves  with  the  citizens  and  their  wives. 

We  will  now  return  to  the  count  de  Lifle,  whom 
we  left  in  la  Reole :  as  foon  as  he  was  informed  that 
the  earl  of  Derby  had  returned  to  Bourdeaux,  and 
had  taken  up  his  refidence  there;  he  did  not  think  it 
probable  he  would  undertake  any  more  expeditions 
this  feafon.  He  fent  letters,  therefore,  to  the  earls 
of  Perigord,  of  Carmain,  of  Comminges,  of  Bruni- 
guel,  and  to  all  the  barons  of  Gafcony  that  were  in 
the  French  intereft,  to  defire  that  they  would  col- 
lect as  many  people  as  they  could,  and  come  with 
them  properly  armed,  by  an  appointed  day,  to  meet 
him  at  Auberoche,  as  he  intended  to  befiege  it. 

^itlkmmmtM,  ,m      i»     .  ■■  ■■■■  *  .        ■     ,  ■ „    -     . 

*  Barnes  makes  him  fir  Alexaoder  HufTey. 
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They  all  obeyed  his  fummoas;  for  he  was  as  $i  king 
in  thefe  parts  of  Gafcony. 

The  tnights  who  were  in  Aubefoche  were  not 
aware  of  this,  until  they  found  themfelres  fo  clofely 
befieged  on  all  fides  that  no  one  could  go  out  of  the 
garrifon  without  being  feen. 

The  French  brought  from  Touloufe  four  large 
machines^  which  call  (tones  into  *the  fortrefs  night 
and  day;  and  they  made  no  other  aflault;  fo  that 
in  fix  days  time  they  had  demoliflied  all  the  roofs 
of  the  towers,  and  none  within  the  caftle  dared  to 
venture  out  of  the  vaulted  rooms  on  the  ground 
floor.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  army  to  kill  all 
within  the  caftle,  if  they  would  not  furrender  them* 
felves  uticondi(;ionally. 

.New*  was  brought  to  the  earl  of  Derby,  that 
Auberoche  was  befieged ;  but  he  did  not  imagine 
his  friends  were  fo  hard  pufiied.  When  fir  Frank 
van  Halle,  fir  Alain  de  Finefroide,  and  fir  John 
Lendal,  who  were  thus  befieged,  faw  how  defpe* 
rate  their  fituation  was,  they  afi^ed  their  fervant^,  if 
there  were  not  one  among  them  who  would,  for  a* 
reward,  undertake  to  deliver  the  letters  they  had 
written  to  the  earl  of  Derby  at  Bourdeaux  ?  One 
from  among  them  fiepped  forward,  and  faid^  He 
would  be  the  man,  who  would  cheerfully  undertake 
the  commiffion,  not  through  luft  of  gain,  but  from 
his  defire  fo  deliver  them  from  the  peril  they  were 
in.  The  following  night  the  fervant  took  the  letters^ 
fealed  with  their  feals,  and  fewed  them  up  in  his 
clothes.  He  was  let  down  into  the  pitches:  whmt 
Wjas  at  the  bottom,  he  climbed  up  the  oppofite 

fide. 
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fide^  and  took  liis  road  through  the  army;  fbr  he 
could  not  avoid  paffing  through  it.    He  was  met  by 
the  firft  guard,  but  was  not  flopped,  for  he  under- 
ftood  the  Gafcon  language  well,  and  named  one  of 
the  lord^  of,  the  army,  as  if  belonging  to  him ;  fb 
he  was  fufiered  to  pafs  on:  but  he  was  afterwar.d 
arrefted,   and  detained  under  the  tents   of    fome 
other  lords  who^  brought  him  to  the  main  watch. 
He  was  interrogated,  fearched,  and  this  leMers  found 
upon  him,  and  guarded  until  morning,  when. the 
principals  of  the  army  affembled  in  the  tent  of  the 
count  d6  Lifle,  vAere  the  letters  were  read.     They 
were  rejoiced  to  find  that  the  garrifon  wa«  fo  much 
ftraitened,  that  they  could  not  hold   out  longer ; 
and,  feizing  the  fervant,  they  hung  the  letters  round 
his  neck,  thrufl;  him  into  one  of  the  machines,  and 
flung  him  into  Auberoche.     The  valet  fell  quite 
dead  a>midfi  the  other  valets  oC  the  caille,  who  were 
much  terrified  at  it. 

About  this  time,  the  earl  of  Perigord,  his  uncle 
fir  Charles  de  Poitiers,  the  earl  of  Carmain  and  the 
lord  of  Duras,  mounting  their  horfes,  rode  a»  near 
to  the  walls  of  thecafi:le  as  they  could,  and,  calling 
out  to  thofe  within  by  way  of  derifion,  faid,  ^  Gen- 
tlemen,-inquire  of  your  meflenger  where  he  found 
.  the  earl  of  Derby,  and  whether  he  is  prepared  to 
aflifl;  you,  fince  your  man  was  fo  eager  to  quit  yoUr 
fortrefs^  and  has  returned  as  quickly/  Sir  Frs^nk 
van  Halle  replied,  ^  By  my  faith,  geiitlemen,  if  we 
be  fo  clofely  confined  in  this  place,  we  will  fally 
j^orth  wheaever  it  ihall  pleafe  God  and  the  earl  of 
Derby,  .  I  wilh  to  Heaven  he  were  acquainted  with 
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pur  fituation;  for  if  he  were,  the  proudefl  of  you 
all  would  be  afraid  of  ilanding  your  ground ;  and, 
if  you  will  fend  any  one  to  give  him  this  informa- 
tion, one  of  us  will  furrender  himfelf  to  you,  to  be 
sanfomed  as  iJecomes  a  gentleman.'  The  French 
*  anfwered,  '  Nay,  nay,  matters  muft  not  turn  out 
fo  :  the  earl  of  Derby,  in  proper  time,  fliall  be 
made  acquainted  with  it ;  but  not  until  our  engines 
have  battered  your  walls  level  with  the  ground, 
and  you  Ihall  have  furrendered  yourfelves  to  fave 
your  lives/ 

^  That,  for  certain,  will  nevePhappen,'.  faid  fir 
Frank  van  Halle  ;  '  for  we  will  not  furrender  our«^ 
felves,  (hould  we  all  die  upon  the  walls/  The 
French  lords  then  rode  on,  and  returned  to  their 
army.  The  three  -Englifli  knights  remained  in 
Auberochej  quite  confounded  by  the  force  of  thefe 
engines,  which  flung  fuch  quantities  of  fiones,  that 
in  truth  it  feemed  as  if  the  thunder  from  heaven 
wer^  battering  the  walls  of  the  caille. 


CHAP,  CVI. 

THE  EARL  OF  DERBY  MA&ES  THE  COUNT  OF  iilSLf 
AND  NINE  MORE  COUNTS  AND  TISCOUNTS  PRIr 
SONERS,    BEFORE   AUBEROCHE, 


A  LL  thefe  fpeeches,  the  treatment  of  the  mef- 

fenger,  the  contents  of   the  letters,   and  the 

perilous  fituation  of  Auberoche,  were  known  to 

the  earl  of  Derby,  by  means  of  a  fpy  he  had  in  thi 

*^smc\x  army.    The  evl>  thereforoj,  fent  orders  to 
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tM  earl  of  Pembroke  in  Bergerac^  to  meet  liim  at 
an  appointed  place  and  hour ;   and  alfo  to  the  lord 
l^tafford    and  fir   Stephen  Tombey^  who  were  at 
tfibourne.     The  earl  of  Derby  then^  accompanied 
by  fir  Walter  Manny  and  the  forces  he  had  with 
him^  took  the  road  towards  Auberoche  as  fecretly 
ms  pofiible ;  fbr  he  had  guides  who  were  acquainted 
with  all  the  bye-roads.     They  came  to  Libouftie^ 
where  they  fiaid  a  whole  day  for  the  earl  of  Pem- 
broke ;  but  hearing  no  tidings  of  him,  and  being 
impatient  to  fuccour  their  friends  who  were  fo  dif- 
trefled,  the  earl  of  Derby,  the  earl  of  Oxford,  fir 
Walter  Manny,  fir  Richard  Hafl;ings,  fir  Stephen 
Tombey,  the  lord  Ferrers,  and  other  knights,  fet 
out  for  Libourne :  riding  all  night,  they  came  on 
the  morrow   within  two  leagues  of   Auberoche. 
They  entered  a  wood,  when,  alighting  from  their 
horfes,  they  tied  them  to  the  trees,   and  allowed 
them  to  pafl;ure,  in  expe6lation  of  the  arrival  of  the 
earl  of  Pembroke :  they  waited  all  that  morning, 
and  until  noon,   in  vain,  not  knowing  what  to  do ; 
for  they  we^re  but  thilte  hundred  lances  and  fix 
hundred  archers,  and  the  French  were  from  ten  to 
twelve  thoufand  men.     They  thought  it  would  be 
cowardice  to  fuffer  their  friends  to  be  loft,  when 
they  were  fo  Bear  tjiem.    At  laft,  fir  Walter  Manny 
faid,  '  Gentlemen,  let  us  who  are  now  here  mount 
our  horfes,  fltirt  this  wood,  and  advance  until  wc 
come  to  their  camp  :  when  we  (hall  be  clofe  to  it, 
we  will  ftick  fpurs  into  our  horfes,  and,  with  loud 
•  (houts,  fall  upon  them.    It  wiU  be  about  their  hour 
for  fupper ;  and  we  ftiall  fee  them  fo  much  difcom- 
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fitecl^  that  they  can  never  rally  again/  The  kniglrtgr 
prefent  replied^  that  they  ^ould  all  do  as  he  hail 
propofed.  Each  went  to  his  horfe,  re-girChed 
hini^  and  tightened  his  armour :  they  ordered  their  . 
pages^  fervatits  and  baggage  to  remain  where  they 
were. 

They  advanced  in  filence^  by  the  fide  of  tbi^ 
w<wd^  until  they  came  to  the  other  end,  where  the 
French  army  was  encamped  in  a  wide  valley,  near 
a  fmall  river:  they  then  difplayed  their  banner! 
and  pennons,  and  flicking  fpurs  into  their  horfes, 
daflied  into  the  midll  of  the  French  and  Gafcoyi 
forces,  who  were  quite  confounded  and  unpre- 
pared for  this  attack,  as  they  were  bufy  about  their 
fuppers,  many  having  fet  down  to  table. 

The  Engliih  were  well  prepared  to  a6l,  and  cry-^ 
ing,  '  Derby,  Derby  for  ever  V  they  cut  down 
tents  and  pavilions,  and  flew,  and  wounded  all  that, 
came  in  their  way.  The  French  did  not  know 
where  to  tum^  fo  much  were  they  furprifed ;  and 
when  they  got  into  the  plains,  if  there  were  any 
large  body  of  them,  the  archers  and  crofs  bowmen 
made  fuch  good  ufe  of  their  weapons,  that  they 
were  flain  or  difperfed. 

The  count  de  Lifle  was  taken,  in  his  tent,  badly 
wounded;  the  earl  of  Perigord  in  his  pavilion,  and 
alfo  fir  Charles  his  uncle  :  the  lord  of  Duras  was 
^lled,  and  fo  was  fir  Aymery  de  Poitiers ;  but  bis 
brother,  the  earl  of  Valentinois,  was  made  prifoner. 
Every  one  took  to  his  heels  as  fafi;  as  he  could ; 
but  the  earl  of  Comminges,  the  earls  of  Carmain>  « 
Yillemur  and  Bruniguel,  the  lords  de  la  Barde  and 
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de  la  Taride^  with  others,  who  were  quartered  on 
the  dppofite  fide  of  the  caille^  difplayed  their  biui-« 
ners,  and,  having  drawn  up  their  men,  marched 
for  the  plains  the  Englifh,  however,  who  had 
already  defeated  the  largeft  body  of  the  army,  fell 
upon  them  moil  vigorouilj'.  In  this  engagement, 
many  gallant  deeds^  of  arnnr.were  performed,  many 
ca^lxireti  made,  and  many  refcues. 

A.S  fbon  as  fir  Frank  van  Halle  and  fir  John 
Lendal,  who  were  in  Aiiberoche,  heard  the  noife, 
and  perciived  the  banners  and  pennons  of  their 
friends,  they  hafi:ened  to  arm  themfelves,  and  all 
thofe  that  were  with  them ;  when,  mounting  their 
horfes,  they  tallied  out  of  the  fortrefs,  made  for  the 
plain,  and  daflied  into  the  thickefl  of  the  combat^ 
to  the  great  encouragement  of  the  Englifli. 

Why  (hould  I  make  a  long  fl;ory  of  it  ?  All  thoie 
who  were  jpf  the  count  de  Lifle's  party  were  dif- 
comfited,  and.  almofi;  all  taken  prifoners,  or  flaiii. 
Scarcely  any  would  have  efcaped,  if  night  had  Jou>t 
clofed  fo  fo^.  Nine  earls  and  vilepunts  were  made 
prifoners,  and  fo  many  barons,  knights  and  fquires^ 
that  there  ^as  ni>t  a  man  at  arms  among  the  £ng-» 
lifh,  that  had  not  for  his  (hare  two  or  three.,  This 
battle  l)efolfl|Hiiri>eroche  was  fought  on  the  eve  of 
St  Laurence 'a||ay,  in  the  year  1344. 

The  Englim  treated  their  prifoners  like  friends  : 
the}"  received  many  upon  their  promifes  HI  furrend 
themfelves  by  a  certain  day  at  Bourdeaux,  or 
gerac.     The4Piiglifii  retired  into  Auberoc 
%  the  earl  of  Deiby  entertained  at  f  up  per 
part  of  the  prifoners^^^arls,  vifcou 
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knights.  They  gave  thanks  and  praifes  to  G6d> 
for  having  enabled  them  to  overcome  upwards  of 
ten  thoufand  men,  when  they  themfelves  were  not 
more  than  one  thoufand,  includingtevery  one,  and 
to  refcue  the  town  and  caftle  of  Auberoche,  in 
which  wer^  their  friends,  that  muft  have  been  cap- 
tured in  two  days  time:^ 

On  the  next  morning,  a  little  after  fun-rife^^hc 
earl  of  Pembroke  arrived  with  three  hundred  latices 
and  four  thoufand  archers ;  he  had  been  informed 
of  the  event  of  the  battle  as  they  came  along,  and  ' 
faid  to  the  earl  of  Derby,  ^  Certainly,  coufin,  you 
have  neither  been  courteous,  nor  behaved  honour- 
ably, to  fight  my  enemies  without  waiting  for  me, 
feeing  that  you  had  fent  for  me;  and  you  might 
have  been  aflured,  that  nothing  fliould  have  pre- 
yented  my  coming  to  you.'  The  eatl  replied^ 
'  Fair  coufin,  we  were  very  anxious  '^v  your  ar- 
rival, and  we  waited  for  you  from  the  morning 
until  vefpers  :  when  we  faw  no  appearance  of  yori^ 
coming,  we  dared  not  wait  longer  ;  *lbr  had  our 
enenyes  been  informed  of  our  arrival,  they  would 
have  had  the  advantage  over  us;  bu^now,  thanks  * 
to  God,  we  have  conquered  them,  and  we  pray, of. 
you  to  help  us  in  conducing  thewMAourdeaux.' 

They  remained  that  day  and  night  in  Aube- 
roche:  oh  the  next  day  earfy,  they  were  armed 
and  mouiAed,  and  fet  off,  leaving  there  a  Gafcon 
knight,  in  their  intereft,  as  goveinor,  named  the 
lord  Alexander  of  Chauniont.  JJiitg  took  the  road 
to  Bourdeaux,  and  carried  with  them  the  greatei^ 
*part  of  their  prifoners. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    evil. 

THE  EARL   OF   DERQY   TAKES    DIFFERENT   TOWNS    tn 
GASCONY>  IN  HIS  ROAP  TOWARDS  LA  RBOLE. 

nPHE  earl  of  Derby  and  his  army,  upon  their  ar-r 
rival  at  Bourdeaux,  were  received  with  very 
great  rejoicings:  the  inhabitants  though  they  never 
could  enough  teftify  their  joy  to  the  earl,  and  to 
fir  Walter  Manny,  for  their  enterprize ;  in  which 
the  count  de  Lifle,  and  move  than  two  hundred 
juiights  were  made  prifoners. 

The  winter  paiTed  over,  without  any  afiion  taking 
place  in  Gafcony  that  is  worthy  of  being  recorded. 

Eafler,  which  may  be  reckoned  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1345,  was  about  the  middle  of  May,  and 
the  earl  of  Derby,  who  had  tarried  all  the  winfer 
ia  Bourdeaux,  colle£led  a  very  large  body  of  men 
at  arms  and  archers,  and  declared  he  would  make 
an  expedition  to  la  Reole,  where  the  French  had 
fixed  their  head-quarters. 

He  went,  the  firft  day,  from  Bourdeaux  to  Ber- 
gerac,  where  he  found  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  ready 
with  his  troops.  Thefei  two  noblemen,  with  their 
forces,  remained  for  three  days  in  Bergerac,  and 
on  the  fourth  departed.  When  they  were  got  into 
the  open  country,  they  halted  their  men,  counted 
them^  and  found  that  they  had  about  a  thoufand 
men  at  arms,  and  two  thoufand  archers. 

They  pufhted  forward,  until  they  came  to  a  cafile 
•  palled  St.  Bafile,  to  which  they  laid  fiege.     Thofc 

within^ 


76 

within,  coofidering  that  the  jpiincipal  barons  of 
Gafcony  were  prifoners,  and  thatthfey  had  no  ex- 
pe6lations  of  receiving  fuccours  from  any  place,  re- 
folved  to  fwear  fealty  to  king  Edward  of  England. 

The  earl  of  Derby  continued  his  route,  and  took 
the  road  towards  Aiguillon* ;  but,  before  he  ar- 
rived there,  he  came  to  the  callle  of  Roche-milop, 
which  was  well  provided  with  foldiers  and  artillery; 
nevertbelefs,  the  earl  ordered  it  to  be  vigoroufly 
aflaulted. 

As  the  Englifli  advanced  to  the  attack,  thofe 
within  threw  down  upon  them  ilones,  bars  of  iron^ 
and  pots  full  of  hot  lime;  by  which  many  were 
flain  and  vi^ounded^  who  adventured  themfelves  too 
raflily. 

When  the  tarl  of  Derby  perceived  that  his  men 
were  labouring  in  vain,  and  getting  themfelves 
killed,  without  any  advantage,  he  founded  a  re- 
treat :  on  the  morrow;  he  ordered  the  peafants  to 
bring  great  quantities  of  brufli wood,  faggots,  ftraw, 
and  turf,  and  to  throw  them  all  into  the  ditches  of 
the  caftle>  and  plenty  of  earth  with  them.  When 
a  part  of  the  ditch  was  fo  filled  that  one  mip;ht  get 
to  the  foot  of  the  walls,  he  aflembled  three  hun- 
dred archers,  well  armed^  and  in  battle  array,  and 
f«nt  before  them  two  hundred  countrymen  covered 
with  Aields,  haying  large  pick-axes  and  hooks  : 
whilft  th'efe  firft  were  employed  in  picking  the  walls, 
the  archers  made  fuch  good  ufe  of  their  bows,  that 

*  A  town  of  Guienue,  fituated  at  the  confluence  of  the  Lot 
jfad  Garonne. 

no 
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no  one  dared  to  fliew  hiriifelf  on  the  battlementg. 
This'lafted  the  greateft  part  of-  the  day,  when  the 
pick-axe  men  made  fo  large  a  breach  in  the  walls, 
that  ten  men  might  enter  a-breaft.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  caflle  were  quite  confounded; 
fome  fled  towards  the  church,  and  others,  by  a 
back-way,  out  of  the  town.  The  fortrefs  was  im- 
mediately -taken  and  pillaged ;  and  all  the  ^arrifon 
were  put  to  death,  excepting  fuch  as  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  church,  whom  the  earl  of  Derby  par- 
doned, for  they  had  fubmitted  to  his  mercy. 

The  earl  placed  in  the  caflle  a  freflh  garrifon. 
Under  the  command  of  two  Englifh  captains^  Rich- 
ard Willes  and  Robert  Scot ;  and  then  lie  came 
before  Monfegur*,  where  he  ordered  his  men  to 
prepare  huts  for  themfelves  and  horfes :  he  conti-' 
nued  before  it  fifteen  days. 

\  The  governor  of  the  town  was  fir  Hugh'dc 
Bafiefol,  and  there  never  pafled  a  day  without  fome 
aflault  being  made  upon  it.  They  fent  for  large 
machines  from  Bourdeaux  and  Bergerac ;  and  the 
fiones  which  they  caft  into  the  town,  defiroyed 
roofs,  tiles,  and  the  principal  buildings. 

The  earl  of  Derby  fent  every  day,  to  let  them 
know,  that  if  they  fuffered  the  town  to  be  fiormed, 
Wevy  one  would  be  put  to  the  fword  ;  but,  if  they 
would  render  obedience  to  the  king  of  England,  he 
would  pardon  them^  and  treat  them  like  friends. 

The  townfmen  would  cheerfully  have  furrender- 
cd;  and  they  went  to  the  governor,  to  confult  him. 


.*■■ 


*  A  town  of  Ba2adoJ9«  eledion  of  Condom,  near  to  la  R^le» 

and 


ttnd  to  found  his  intentions,  who  anfwcred  them  hy 
ordering  them  to  the  hattlements^  for  that  he  had 
provifion  of  every  fort  in  fufficiency  to  hold  out  for 
half  a  year,  if  it  were  neceflary*  They  left  him  in 
apparent  good  humour;  but>  about  the  time  of 
vefpers,  they  feized  him,  and  clofely  confined  him; 
afluripg  him,  at  the  fame  time,  he  fliould  never  be 
fet  at  liberty,  if  he  did  not  afiifl  them  to  make  fome 
terms  with  the  earl  of  Derby.  When  he  had  fworn 
that  he  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power,  they 
let  him  go  :  he  went  dire6lly  to  the  barriers  of  the 
town,  and  made  iigns  that  he  wifhed  to  fpeak  with 
the  earl  of  Derby.  Sir  Walter  Manny,  being  pre- 
fent,  caYne  to  the  governor,  who  faid  to  him,  '  Sir 
Walter  Manny^  you  ought  not  to  be  furprifed  if 
we  (hut  our  gates  againft  you,  for  we  have  fworn 
fealty  to  the  king  of  France ;  but  not  perceiving 
any  one  coming  from  him  to  ftop  your  career,  and 
believing  that  you  will  ftill  proceed  further :  for 
thefe  reafons,  in  behalf  of  myfelf  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  town,  we  wifh  you  would  allow  us  thefe 
terms,  namely,  that  no  hoftilities  be  carried  on 
againft  us  for  the  fpace  of  one  month ;  and  if  in 
that  time  the  king  of  France,  or  the  duke  of  Nor- 
mandy, come  into  this  country  in  fuch  force  as  to 
give  you  battle,  we  then  fliall  hold  oprfelves  fre^ 
from  orir  engagement;  but  if  neither  of  them  come, 
we  will  then  enter  under  the  obedience  of  the^  king 
of  England.' 

Sir  Walter  Manny  wei;it  to  relate  this  propofal  to 
the  earl  of  Derby,  who  acceded  to  it,  upon  condi- 
tion that  there  Ihould  not  in  the  mean  time  be  any 

repairs 
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repairs  made  to  the  fortifications  of  the  town,  and 
that,  if  any  of  the  Engliih  army  fhould  want  provi- 
fions,  they  might  be  at  liberty  to  purchafe  them*. 
Upon  tliis,  there  were  fent  twelve  of  the  principal' 
citizens  as  hoftages,  who  were  ordered  to  Bour- 
deaux.  The  Englifti  refrefhedthemfelves  with  pro- 
vilions  from  the  town,  but  none  were  fufFered  to 
enter  it. 

They  then  continued  their  mkrch,  burning  and 
deftroying  all  the  country  as  far  as  Aiguillon  :  the 
governor  of  which  pace  came  out  to  meet  the  earl, 
and  furrendered  the  town  and  caille  to  him,  on 
condition  of  their  lives  and  fortunes  being  fpared, 
to  the  great  afio^ifliment  of  all  the  country,  for  it 
was  one  ei  the  firongefi:  cafiles  in  the  world,  and 
almoft  impregnable.  ^^ 

When  the  fquire,  who  had  thus  furrendered 
Aiguillon,  came  to  Touloufe,  which  is  feventeeii 
leagues  dillant,  the  townfmen  arretted  him,  oa 
fufpicion  of  treafon,  and  hung  him.  This  caftle  is 
fituated  on  the  point  between  two  navigable  rivers. 
The  earl  ordered  it  to  be  re-vi6lualled,  and  the  for- 
tifications repaired,  in  order  to  its  being  fit  to  re- 
ceive -him  on  his  return,  and  that  it  might  ferve 
for  a  fecure  guard  to  his  other  pofleffions.  He  gave 
the  command  of  it  to»flr  John  de  Gombty*.  He 
then  came  to  a  cafi:le  called  Segart,  which  he  took 

*  Barnes  fays,  to  the  lord  John  Moubray;  but  I  do  not  lee 
upon  what  grounds.  I  fhould  rather  imsgine  it  was  John  de 
Montgomerie,  who  was  captain  of  Calais  in  the  21fl  of  Edward 
III.,  and  had  other  charges  of  truil. 

by 
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by  ftorm^  and  put  all  the  foreign  foldiers  he  found 
in  it  to  death;  from  thence  he  came  to  the  town  of 
la  Reole\ 


CHAP.  CVIH. 

THE    EARL     OF    DERBY    LAYS    SIEGE    TO    LA    RE0LE^ 
WHICH    SURRENDERS    TO    UIM. 

• 

'X^T'HEN  the  earl  of  Derby  was  arrived  at  la 
Reole^  he  encompafled  |||  clofel j  all  round, 
ere£ling  towers  in  the  plains,  and  near  to  every 
road,  that .  no  provifion  of  any  kind  could  enter  it. 
He  caufed  it  to  be  aifaulted  ahnofi  ev^y  day.  This 
fiege  took  up  much  of  the  fummer ;  wpdL^when  the 
tiiae  had  expired  which  thofe  of  Monfegur  had 
fixed  for  furrendering  themfelves,  the  earl  of  Derby 
fent  thither,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  tdwn  be* 
came  liege  men  to  the  earl,  who,  in  all  thefe  cafes, 
was  the  reprefentative  of  the  king  of  England. 
Even  fir  Hugh  de  Baflefol  ferved  under  the  earl, 
with  the  men  of  Monfegur,  for  a  certain  falary, 
which  he  received  from  the  faid  earl,  for  himfelf 
and  his  fellow-fold iers. 

The  Engliih,  who  were  befieging  la  Reole,  had 
lain  before  it  more  than  ]|jne  weeks,  apl  had  con<* 
ilru£ied  two  large  towers  of  great  beams  of  wood, 
three  ftories  high :  each  tower  was  placed  on  wheels, 
and  covered  over  with  prepared  leather,  to  fhelter 
thofe  within  from  fire  and  from  the. arrows:  in 
each  ftory  were  one  hundred  archers.  Thefe  two 
towers,  by  dint  of  men's  force,  were  pulhed  clofe 

to 


tto  the  walls  of  the  town  ;  for,  during  the  time  the^- 

were  buildiiij^,  ihey  had  filled  up  the  ditches,  fo  that 

iicfe  towers  could  cafily  pafs  over  them.     Thofe 

sat  were  in  them  begad  immediately  to  flioot  fo 

i^IIaiid  qiiitk,  that  none  dared  to  appear  upon 

fte  battlements  unlcfs  he  were  well  armed,  or  had 

t  Ihield.     Between  thefe  two  towers  were  polled 

Vo  hundred  men  with  pick-axes  and  bars,  to  make 

i  breach  in  the  walls;  which  they  did,  and  caft 

fiaway  the  fiones.    The  inhabitants,  feeing  this,  came 

['(.Upon  the  walls,  and  inquired  for  fome  of  the  chiefs 

flhe  army,  to  fpeak  to  them.     The  earl  of  Derby, 

peing  informed  of  it,  fcnt  thither  fir  Walter  Manny 

ltd    the  lord  Stafford,    who  found  the  towufmen 

filing  to  fnrrcndcr  the  town,  on  condition  of  their 

n.Jives  aiid  fortunes  being  fpared. 

When  the  governor,  fir  Agos  de  Bans,  a  Pro- 
I  *en9al,  found  that  the  inhabitants  wanted  to  fdi- 
I  render  the  town,  he  retired  into  the  caftle  of  la 
Reole,  with  his  feliow-foldiers;  and,  -whilft  this 
treaty  was  going  on,  he  had  conveyed  into  it  great 
quantities  of  wine  and  other  provifion.  He  thea 
ordered  the  gates  to  be  faftened,  and  faid,  he  would 
never  furrender  in  fo  thameful  a  manner. 

The  two  knights  returned  to  the  earl  of  Derby, 
aid  related  to  him  that  the  townfmcn  were  delirous 
of  furrendeiiog  upon  the  terms  above  named:  the 
earl  fent  them  back,  to  know  what  the  goveroor'» 
intentions  were  Fcfpe6li»g  the  caftle.  They  re- 
turned with  the  anfwer,  that  he  had  Ihut  himfelf 
up  in  the  caftle,  and  would  not  yield  if.  After  a 
little  confideration,  the  earl  faid,  '  Well,  well,  let 
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US  haye  (ompaffioa  on  the  ioliabitants:  by  i^^fuis 
of  the  towD^  we  fliall  fooa  ggia  the  caiUe/ 

The  knights  agaip  went  to  tlii^  townfmep^  apd 
teeeived  their  fubmiffions.  They  all  came  out  to 
the  plain^  and  prefenting  the  jkeys  of  the  town  to 
the  earl,  faid^  '  Deajr  fir,  from  this  day  fortirardir 
we  acknowledge  .Qurfelvesas  your  loyal  fubje^s^ 
ted'^place  purfelves,  jn  every  refpefl,  under  the 
obedience  of  the  king  of  England/ 

.  They  fwore  by  t^ieir  heads^  that  they  would  no, 
in  any  manner^  affift  or  fuccour  thofe  in  the  caille^^ 
butj  on  the  contrary^  diftreft  theffi  all  vf^  their 
power* 

The  ^arl  forbade^  upder  pain  of  deaths  thftt  any 
liurt  fliould  be  done  towards  the  inh^itants  of  la 
Reole.  He  then  entered  it  with  his  ^arnjiy^  and 
furrounding  the  eaflle^  ere6led  all  his  machines 
fi^ainft  it;  but  they  did  little  mifchief>  for  the  caillt 
H^as  very  high^  and  byilt  of  a  hard  ilone.  It  was 
ertf^icd  a  long  time  fince  by  the  Sajracens^  who  laid 
the  foundations  fo  flrong,  and  with  fuch  euriou9 
workmanfhip^  that  the  buildings  of  our  time  caih* 
pot  he  compared  to  it.  When  the  earl  found  th«t 
his  machines  had  no  eSe6);,  he  commanded  them  to 
defifi;  and>  as  he  was  |oiot  without  miners  in  his 
army^  he  ordered  them  to  undermine  the  ditcheSfOf 
the  cafile^  fo  that  they  might  paf^  under.  Thi# 
Was  aot>  howeiver^  fpon  done. 
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CHAP.  CIX. 

Bin  WALTER  MANNY   FINBS^   IN   LA    R'EOLG^   ¥116  6K- 

FULCHRE  OF  HIS  FATHER. 

"WHILST  th^y  were  laying  before  this  callR 
and  miners  only  could  be  employed,  fir 
Walter  Manny  was  reminded  of  his  father,  who 
formerly  had  been  murdered  in  his  journey  from 
St!  James  of  Compofiella;  and  he  had  heard  in  his 
infancy,  that  h^  had  been  buried  in  la  Iteole,  or 
in  that  neighbourhood. 

He  therefore  mkde  inquiries  in  the  town,  if  there 
Were  no  one  who  could  inform  him  of  the  truth  of 
this  matter,  and  offered  a  hundred  crowns  to  who* 
ever  would  condu6i  him  to  the  fpot. 

This  brought  forward  an  old  man,  who  faid  to 
fir  Walter  Mailny,  ^  Certainly,  fir,  I  think  I  caa 
lead  you  to  the  place  where  your  father  was  buried^ 
or  very  near  to  it.'  Sir  Walter  replied,  Mf  you 
prme  your  words  true,  I  will  flick  to  my  bargain^ 
and  cVen  go  beyond  it.' 

To  explain  this  matter  more  clearly,  you  muft 
know  that  there  was  formerly  a  bifhop  of  Cambray, 
aGafcOn,  and  of  the  families  of  Buc  and  Mirepoix; 
and,  during  the  time  of  his  holding  that  fee,  a  mag-^ 
nificent  tournament  was  held  at  C^mblray,  where 
there  were  upwards  of  five  hundred  kni^^ht^.  .  A 
knight  from  Gafcony  tilted  with  the  lord  of  Manny, 
the  father  of  fir  Walter :  the  Gafcdinf  knight  wasXb 
roughly  handled  and  wounded,  that  he  ridver. en- 
joyed hisr  health  afterwards,  bttt  died. 
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His  death  was  laid  to  the  door  of  the  lord  df 
Manny^  and  the  bifhbp  and  his  kindred  vowed  re-* 
venge  for  it.  -    / 

Two  Or  three  years  after^  fome  good-hearted 
people  endeavoured  to  reconcile  them ;  and  peace 
was  agreed  toj'  on  condition^  and  by  way  of  pe* 
nance^  that  the  lord  of  Manny  made  a  pilgrimage 
to  St.  James  of  Compoftella. 

During  the  time  of  this  journey,  the  earl  Charles 
of  Yalois,  brother  to  king  Philip  the  Fair,  was  be* 
fieging  la  Reole,  and  had  been  there  fome  tirne^ 
for  it  appertained,  as  well  as  many  other  cities  and 
towns,  to  the  king  of  England^  the  father  of  him 
who  befleged  Tournay ;  fo  that  the  lord  of  M annjr 
on  his  return,  went  to  vifit  the  earl  Charles  of 
Yalois,  as  William  earl  of  Hainault  had  married  ^ 
the  lord  Charles's  daughter,  and  Ihewed  him  hi» 
letters  ;  for,  in  thefe  pstrts,  he  was  as  king  of 
France.  a 

It  chanced,  one  night,  as  he  was  returning  to  hi8> 
lodgings,  he  was  watched  and  waylaid  by  the  kui-* 
dred  of  him  on  whofe  account  he  had  performed 
this  pilgrimage,  and  M^as  murdered  at  a  fmall  dif* 
tance  from  the  earl  Charles's  hotel. 

No  one  knew  pofitivcly  who  had  done  this  deed ; 
but  the  relations  of  the  Gafcon  knight  above  men- 
tioned were  very  ftrongly  fufpectcd :  however,  they 
were  fo  powerful,  that  it  was  pafled  over,  and  ex* 
cuied ;  for  none  took  the  part  of  the  lord  of  Manny« 
The  earl  of  Yalois  had  him  buried  immediately  in- 
a  fmall  chapel,  which  at  that  time  was  without  the 
walls  of  la  Reole ;  and,  when  the  earl  of  Yalois 

had 
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;oriquere(l  the  town,  this  chapel  was  inclofecl 
in  it.  The  old  man  remembered  all  thefe  circum- 
fiances  perfectly  wcllj  for  he  had  been  prefent  when 
the  lord  of  Manny  was  interred. 

When  tir  Walter  came  to  the  fpot,  where  his 
father  had  been  formerly  buried,  with  his  aged 
condu6lor..  he  found  there  a  finall  tomb  of  marble, 
which  his  fervants  had  erefled  over  him  ;  and  the 
old  manfiiid,  '  You  may  be  jlerfeflly  affiired,  that 
your  father  was  buried  and  lies  under  this  tomb,' 
Sir  Walter  thcu  caufcd  the  infcription,  which  was 
in  Latin,  to  be  read  to  him  by  a  clerk,  and  found 
that  the  old  man  had  told  him  the  truth.  Two 
days  afterwards,  he  had  the  torab  opened,  took  out 
the  bones  of  bis  father,  and,  placing  them  in  a 
eoffioy  fent  them  to  Valenciennes,  in  the  county  of 
[jainault,  where  they  were  again  boried  in  the 
lurch  of  the  Freres  Mineurs,  near  the  choir.  He 
lered  maffes  to  be  faid,  and  continued  yearly. 


BE  EARL  OF  DERBY  CONQUERS  THE  CASTLE  OF  LA 
REOLE. 
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'PHE  earl  of  Derby  was  more  than  eleyen  weeks 
bttlieging  the  caftle  of  la  Reole  :  (he  miners, 
hfffrcveri  made  fuch  advances,  that  they  had  got 
under  one  of  the  courts  of  the  caille ;  but  they 
rouVd  not  undermine  the  dungeon^  for  it  was  hni^, 
on  too  hard  a  rock.  '-'i''.'       ■   ^^^j 
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The  lord  Agos  de  Baa^,  the  governor,  iheo  tbld^ 
his  companions  thev  \i-ere  uodermiued..  and  in  gi^ea^ 
danger^  who  were  nmeh  alarmed  at  it^  and  iaid;^ 
«  Sir^  you  will  be  in  equal  peril  >iih  ouifdves^  ifr 
you  cannot  find  fome  method  of  avoiding  it.     You 
are  our  captain^  and  we  ought  to  obey  you.     lit 
truths  we  have  defended  ourfelves  honorably,  and} 
no  one  can  blame  u»  if  now.  we  enter  into  a  tr^ajbj; 
Will  you,  therefore,  talk  with  the  earl  of  Dcrby> 
ajid  know  if  he  will  accept  of  our  furreudcr,  fparing. 
our  live$  and  fortunes,  feeing  that  we  cannot  ai 
prefeut  act  otherwife.* 

Sir  Afi^os  went  down  from  the  irrcat  tower,  and« 
putting  his. head  out  of  a  windo\%\,  made  iisrns  that) 
he  wilhed  to  fpeak  with  fome  one  fnnn  the  army.* 
A  fow  of  the  E'lglilh  canur  near  bi!u,  and  atfued 
what  he  wanVd  :  he  replied,  that  he  vould  fp^itfc' 
with  the  earl  of  Derbv,  or  tir  Waller  Miuuiv. 
IVhen  this  was  told  the  earl,  he  faid  to  fir  \yaltefl 
Manny,  and  to  lord  Stafford,  '  Let  us  go  to  the 
fortrefs,  and  fee  what  the  governor  has  to  fay  to 
us:'  they  rode^  therefore,  up  to  it.     When  fir  Agos 
perceived  them,  he  faluted  each  very  relpectfuUj, 
and  faid,  '  Gentlemen,  you  know  for  fact,  that  the 
kins:  of  France  has  fent  me  to  this  town  and  cafile. 
to  defend  them  to  the  beil  of  my  abi^ties. .  Yoll* 
know  in  what  manner  I  have  acquitted  myfelf^.^^a 
alfo  that  I  (hould  wilh  to  cantinue  it  on  :.  byt  omi. 
cannot  always  remain  in  the  place  that  pleafes  Me  <i 
bcfi.     I  fhould  therefore  like  to  depart  fjrqm  hesjqe^ 
wilh  my  companions,  if  it  be  agrees^^Ieto  you  ;  aqd. 
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ihftt  we  ihiay  have  yoiif  periniffion^  if  you  wilt  Ijyarc 
our  lives  and  fortunes,' we  will  fuTrthdbr  tliis  caftle 
djp  to  you.'  The  earl  repliedi  '  Sir  Agos,  fir  A^os, 
you  will  not  get  off  fo  :  we  know  that  you  arie  very 
much  diiirefledj  and  that  we  can  <ake  yoii  wlienevfef 
we  pleiafe ;  for  your  caftle  nohy  only  {tahd^  n)fiitL 
pWpy:'  you  muft  furrender  yourfelv^  tfp  ilncbliifi-; 
tionally,  and  fo  Ihall  you  be  received/  Sir  A'gOi^ 
ahifWeAiV^  faid,  '  Certainly,  flr,  if  we  flioWld  dpTo^ 
]^Udld  ;you  of  fuch  honour  and' gallantry,  tha^yoti 
will  fliew  us  every  mark  of  favout,'  as  you  woiild 
wifli  the  king  of  France  fhould  do  towards  any  pf 
your  knights ;  and,  pleafe  God,  you  "will  never 
ftain  your  honor  and  nobility  for  a  few  poor  foldiers, 
that  tfre  within  here,  who  havief  gained*  thfeir  money 
with  great  plain  tfnd  trouble,  andwhoiti-I  brought 
with  me  from  Provence,  Savoy  and  DauphiniS :  for 
knovvj  that  if  the  lowe^  of  our  ipen  be  not  treated 
with  mercy,  ;as  well  as  the  higheft,  we  will  fell  our 
lives  in  fuch  a  m^^nner,  as  nonebefieged  ever  did- 
before.  I  therefore  intreat  of  you  to  liifiteu  to  me, 
and."  ueat  us  like  broj^her  foldiers^  that  we  may  feel 
oiirfelves  obliged  to  you.' 

The  three-knights  withdrew  to  a  little  diftaneo, 
and'pQjQVerfed  a  long  time  together:  when,  con- 
MerJ9||  the  gallantry  of  fir^  Agos^  that « he  was  a 
fi»^eijgper,  and  Ijefides,  that  they  could  not  under- 
mine the  dungeon,  they  returned,  and  faid  to  him, 
'  Sir  Agos,  we  Ihall  be  hapfpy  alvvays  to  treat  every 
ftranger  knight  as  a  brother  at  arms  ;<  and  if,  fair 
fir,  you  and  yours  w  ifli  to  leave  the  caftle,  you  miift 
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carrj  nothing  wkh  you  but  your  arms  and  horfeSj 
VLct^it  be  fo  then/  replied  fir  Agos..  ^ .,     ..^, 

Upon  this  he  returned  to  his  cooipanions,  an^. 
irelated  what  he  had  done :  they  immediately  armf^d 
themfelves^  and  caparifoned  their  hoi^fes^  of  M^hiclf 
t^iey  had  only  fix  remaining.  Some  purchafe^d 
hoi'fes  of  the  Euglifii^  who  made  them  pay  dearly 

for  them*.  :      nr 

Thus  fir  Agos  de  Bans  gave  up  the  cafi;lp,of  )%. 
B^eoii^  of  which  the  Englifh  took  pofleiQKoa  f  a^ld 
he  wept  tP  the  city  of  Toulouf^. 


CHAP.  CXI, 


.^•  ' 


> 


fUE  BARl*  OF  PERB^Y  TA.KES  CASTE^L  MQHON,* 
AND  AFTIjRWARDS  YILLEFRANC'HEjit  IN  V%m^ 
^ORD. 

117  HEN  the  earl  of  Derby  had  gained  poQeffioii 
of  the  toVm  and  caftle  of  la  Rdole/  where  hq 
had  fpcnt  ^  long  time,  he  puflied  forward,  but  left, 
there  an  Englilh  knight,  to  fee  after  the  repass, 
that  it  might  be  put  in  a  fimilar  fituation  as  Mrheq 
he  had  come  before  it.  -  '  ;^V 

The  earl  advanced  towards  Monpouillant,  J  whtch 
he  inftantly  oifdered  to  be  attacked  the  mom^td  *h(e^ 
arrived .  There  were  in  th6  cafile  none  but  the  j^eai- 
fantry  of  the  country,  who  had  retired  thither  "with^ 

■       >      .-r  .        .  ■  ■        *  , 

*  A  town  df  Bazadois,  near  la  R^ole. 
+  A  fn^U  twii,  not  far  from  B^rge^^ 
I  A  tgwn  of  Bazadois* 

^'  their 


their  cattle,  depcQiling  on  the  ftcength  of  the  place; 
they  defended  themfelves  as  long  as  they  were  able 
hut  at.Iafi  it  was  taken  bj  efe&lade,  though  it  coit 
the  earl  dear,  in  the  lofs  of  mativ  archers,  and  a 
young,  Englilh  geutleman  called  fir  Richard  Pai- 
nort*,  who  boie  the  banner  of  the  lord  Stafford. 

The  earl  gave  the  command  of  tlie  caftle  and  its 
dependencies  to, a  fquirc  of  hia  own,  called  Tho- 
mas Lancafter,  and  left  hiin  with  twenty  archers. 

The  earl  then  came  to  Caflei  Moron,  which  he 
attacked  ;  but,  tinding  he  could  not  make  any  im~ 
prefSon,  he  took  up  his, quarters  before  it  for  that 
night.  On  the  morrow  morning,  a  kiiight  from 
Gafcony  came  to  him,  called  fir  Alexander  de 
Cbautnont,  and  laid,  '  Sir,  pretend  to  decamp  with 
your  army,  leaving  only  a  fmall  detachment  here 
before  the  town ;  and,  from  the  knowledge  I  have 
of  its  iahahitanitij  I  am  fure  they  will  fally  forth  to 
attack  then).  Your  men  will  defend  themfelves  as 
they  retreat,  and  by  placing  an  ambufcade  under 
Ihefe  olive  treeSj  which  as  foou  as  they  have  paffed, 
one  party  of  your  army  may  fall  upon  their  rear, 
jnd  the  other  make  for  the  town.' 

he  carl  followed  this  advice,  and  ordered  the  carl 
xford  to  remain  behind,  with  only  one  hundred 
men,  giving  him  dJrciTlions  what  he  willied  to  have 
done.  He  then  ordered  all  the  baggage  to  be  pack- 
ed up,  and  to  march  off,  as  if  he  were  going  to 
toother  place  :  after  having  polletl  a  ftrong  ambuf- 

•  Peiifdrrl,  according  iv  BaioFS. 

cade 
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lutde-io mie  vallej-MKmg'  the  «l»Mfli^iiuid'  ttiids;  Uk 

roA^^n.  ■■'•■■  ■^'"     "^^  ■  ;-'^'  '     '/'V'*  *'  ''  " 

i  Wliett;t^e  towiiffiMW  of  Cft^l^MdrcA  j^erc^^M^ 
tbai the  earl  Md'tiicfvgiiMtet'  part? o^ 'his  kttdf  i^cirtf 
m«rahing<  oi^.they  fblftamoojglheAHel^»V'''Ikit 'iii 
hafl»»io  atnij  and  &%  forth  •  to  eon^t  tlitt  liatad^ 
Ail  of  EBgtiOl  tha^iiay  behind  r  WmalFftol^difr 
eamSti^em,  and^  ba^te  ibein  at  our  mtr6f;»^idb 
wiU » bring  us  grieai*  bonour  and  prbfitl"  '•  T0f '  alf 
agreed'  tv  tbi^  ^^ropiofal ;  and>  b^fiienibg  'tor  arm 
tbemfdvesv  they  fatHed  out  f()Fr'the  &fiefl;  iiMl 
nrigbtamdunt'tD' about  four  hundred;  *  JisTxMaM 
tbe^earl  <rf  <t)rfaFd*iattd  his'jJarty  faW  theii  conAsii^^ 
ttityhegBti'io  rrtr^at,  aiad  ttte  French  tcr/ftlloW 
them  \vith  gi^at^'^gerneft:  they  purfUcd'tfeem; 
tifitil  tbej'had'pkifed  the  ambufh^  \irheh  tb^fe  pofi^ 
ed'tUere  advarfcediuf  on  tbeni^  calling  out,  '  Manny 

for  «ver!'  lor  fir  Walter  commaHidedtbisrlanibuf- 
GBde.  Otie  part.<  of  his'detaehinent^fel]:  upoti'tbof0 
thatr  bail  cbiiie  fronHbetb^ra/^^tfie  othermad^ 
for  Caftcl-Morod,  vr^here  tbej^ctfoie  abbut  midbiglit,* 
and  founditbe barriers  arid  gdtes'l^ide  open;  fbr 
the  guards  thought  it  was  their  orvmpeople  *rfe^\](j(?fi- 
il^.  The  feft>  ootners  therefore  {bhed  tbe  b'ttd^ 
and  1  were  fooiii  MaA^rs  of^  the^  te^trh  ;  -  for  tM  imiii' 

■  ■  ■  , 

bstants  tHatibadfalliedouf,  ^ereTurrouotded'\)ii'alI 
fides,  andeitboirihinof  tnlide'^fbners.  '*; 

^/linfe  that  had  remainedf in  tbe  tbSvn  furrendeVetf 
thcinfelveatotbe  earl  of:  Derby;  \vKo  receiYed'tbehlt 
kindly,  andy  out  of  bis  nobfe^eft  of  difpofitiotf, 
refpited  the  towu  .from  being  pillaged  and  burnt. 
lie  npiade  a  prefent  of  it^  and  all  its.  dependencies,  to 

fir 


fir  MexnnAet  do  ObMomfnat^  througli^  >ihofc  advice 
be  Itad  j^wed  it.  Sir  Alexander  ma^de-  his  brother^, 
wbo  wa9  a  fqifire^;  Cjalled  Antoayf  db:  Cb«umofit, 
goyeraor^:  ud  tbe  earl  of  Decby  teft  with  hiinluft 
arcbera^  i^id,  fiirty  ipfuntry-  ^mied;  with.  bttckl|nnf>. 
ia  order  to  en^blc^  him  i^e  betteri  to  gutrd-  tibor 
town.  .  ■    V  '■....   -jir-.-; 

The  earl  then  caiqe  before^'  Villoffancbej;  Ifhiohr 
he  took  by-fioroij  asAyellias  theoafile.  He  made 
an  Ei^lilh.  knightj  fir  Thomas  Cook,  gow^mati 
of  it 

Thus  did  the  earl  of  Derby  mar.cb  through  aveffji 
paftrOf  the  Qountry>;  .'without  any  oiie.  venturing  out 
tOr  greyeot  him,  [  H^  conquered  'mjBuiy  different. 
towjOB, .  an4:  cafi^efi^i;  aqd  his  army  gairied  fo  much 
ricti^s^. th9ijt  itt'ff as. marvellous io  think  on.      ■..■■■'.• 


'  I 
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THEL,£i^)L    OF    DERBY    C0NQUi;RS    T*JB    CITYf   0»  , 


ii    .  • 


ANGOULEMfi. 

IjyHEH.theearLof  Derby  gained  Villeftancto; 
be  aAvaneed'.tbwarda  Miraumont^;  approacli^ 
iog- nearer- to- Bourdeaux;  for>  in  all  this  expedi-* 
tion  his  light  hQrfe>  or. frouts^.had'inever  come^inear 
to  Port  Sainte  Marief.  He  waj- three  days  before 
Miraumont;   and,  on  the  foutthi;' it^  fbrrendfered. 


«•«;.•;!. 


"  .  :■ . ! : — t: — '"' — ■  ■    •  ■■  .-'i  ' 

*  In  the  diocefexif -Agep^ 

t,A;|^wfi  on  the  Garonne,  near  Aiguillon. 


f  '  .      .  M. 
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Tbe  «a?l'^*e- thp  coiumaiMi'VV  H  io  one  of  hu 
fquires,  caMcd'  Johii  Brifcoe* :  his  army  took  a 
wards  a  fmall  fortified  iown  upon  the  GaronAi 
called  Tonniensf  J  and  the  ftrnng  callle  of  Di 
zati,  which  was  well  provided  with  men  at  a 
and  archers.     lie  tlicii  came  to  the  city  of  Angou^l 
liime'l,  which  he  clofel y  beficged,  and  declarrd  F 
would  not  depart  before  it  was  in  his  poffefiionJ 
'ITie  townfmen,  hearing  this,  entered  into  a  treatj^fl 
thatithcir  city  flioiild  remain  unhurt  for  one  montl 
and  twenty-four  of  thf  principal  inhabitants  werl 
fentto  Buurdeaux,  ashoflages:  if,  during  this  tin: 
tho  king  (hould  fend  forces  fufficient  to  make  head 
againft  the  earl  of  Derby,  tJie  hoftages  ihould  be 
returned,  and  they  be  accounted  free  to  take  which 
fide  they  pleafcd ;  but  if  otherwife,  they  would  put 
themfelves  under  the  obedience  of  the  king  of  Eng:* 
iand. 

The  earl  of  Derby  continued  his  march,  and  came 
before  Blaves§,  which  he  befiegcd  on  all  fides. 
Two  knights  from  Poitou  were  governors  of  it, 
named  fir  Guifcard  dc  rAngle|],  aud  fir  William 
de  Roche-chouart,  who  declared  they  would  never 
Aifjeuder  to  any  man.  Whilfi:  the  Englifti  were  be- 
fitting Blayes,  a  detachment  of  them  marched  on  to 

*  Barnes  chills  liim  Biiftol,  biU  1  fee  no  autbonty. 
t  In  Itic  Agenoih  diocefe  of  Agen. 
^  The  capitui  of  tlie  Augoutnoia. 
^  An  ancient  towti  upon  the  Garonne. 
If  See  inure  of  hftn,  am!  fit  Ftank  van  Halle,  in  the  hM 
(if  llic  uitlcT  of  Ibc  garter,  and  alfu  of  J3r  Uenry  Earn. 

Mortaigi] 
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Mortaigne^  in'PoitoUj  \?hich  was  under  the  com« 
tnand  of  the  lord  of  Boucicaalt ;  and  there  was  a 
(harp  engagement^  which  endjed  in  nothing,  ex- 
cept leaving  behind  many  of  their  men  deadend 
wounded.  They  returned,  therefore,  and  cam^  by 
Mirabeau  and  Aulnay  to  the  iiege  before  Blayes, 
where  almoll  every  day  there  was  feme  gallant  deed 
of  arms  performed. 

•   The  term  of  the  month  being  expired,  when  th^ 
town  of  AngoulSme  was  to  furrcnder,  the  earl  feoib 
his  two  marlhals  thither,  to  whom  they  fwore  ho-r 
mage  and  fealty,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land: the  city,  by  this  iiieahsj  enjoyed  peace,  ond 
had  their  hofiagei  rei  timed  to  th^ih ;  and  the  earU 
at  their  re  quell,  made  fir  John  Norwich  f  governor 
of  it. 
'  The  fiege  of  Blayes  was  ftill  continued,  until  the 
Englifh  began  to  hie  weary  of  it ;  for  winter  wa» 
approaching,  and  as  yet  they  had  gained  no  advan- 
tage.    They  held  a  council,  to  confider  if  it  would 
not  be  better  to  retire  to  Bourdeaux,  and  return  in 
%  more  favourable  feafon.    This  was  a^eed  to,  and 
they  decamped,  paflTed  the  Garonne,  aiid  came  to, 
Bourdeaux.     Soon  afterwards,  the  fearl  divided  his 
forces,  and  ferit  detachments  to  different  garrifons;' 
to  keep  order^.  and  fpread  more  over  the  country.      ^ 


iwi— *'■  r 


■«    * 


*  Diocefe  of  Rochelle. 
t  Summoned  to  Parliament  the  l6tli  and  34tl^  Ed\^9rd  IJL^i^. 
SeePuoPALE.  .: 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  cxin. 

«TR    e(rDFREY     HE    HAECOUftT    fiAKISHED    FftOtt 
'•  -     ■  FRANCE. 

A  BbtJT  this  period^  fir  Godfrey  de  Harcourt 
'  incurred  the  anger  of  the  king  of  France.  He 
Was  a  great  baron  in  Normandy^  brother  to  the 
earl  of  Harcourt^  and  lord  of  St.  Sauveur  le  Vi- 
comte^  and  of  many  other  towns  in  Normandy. 
This  was  occafioned  through  jealoufy  ;  for  a,  little 
before  he  was  fb  much  in  favour  with  the  king  and 
duke^  that  he  could  do  as  he  liked  with  either*. 

He  was  public;ly  banilhed  from  France;  aiid>  if 
the' king's  rage  had  not  fubfided^  he  would  h^ye 
beeii  ferved  as  fir  Olivier  de  Cliflbn  and  the  other 
knights  who  had  been  beheaded  the  preceding  year 
in  Paris.  Sir  Godfrey,  however,  had  feme  good 
friends,  who  gave  him  information  privately,  bow 
mucb  the  king  was  iucenfed  againfi  him.  He 
quitted  the  kingdom  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  and 

*  Sir  Godfrey  de  Harcourt's  difgrace  was  caufed  by  a  qaantl 
hfi  had  with  the  mar^cbal  de  Briqae^ec»  ou  nccouut  of  •&  vamh 
riage  beiog  broken.  They  fought,  l^he  king  ordered  the ,  affiit 
to  be  difcuffed  in  his  parliament ;  but  Harcourt,  inftead  of ^J^ 
pearing,  befieged  a  caftle  belotiging  to  the  bifhop  of  Bayeux» 
brother  to  the  mailha],  entered  into  hegociations  with  the  epe* 
mies  of  his  country,  and  by  hb  hatred  to  his  king,  gained  ttie 
favour  of  Edward. 

Grands  Ckroniques  de  St.  Denis,  a  beautl/ul  t6py  oil 
vellum  in  the  Hafod  Library.  They  had  formed 
part  of  the  celebrated  library  of  Diane  de  Poi- 
tiers^ at  Anet 

livi-*  vreat 
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weat  to  Brabaat  yvliefye  ifche  4uke  Jdhn^  his  coufiit^ 
roceited  him  mo^  joj^Uy*  ' 

He  remained  there  a  confiderabletime^  andl^plMt 
what  rareoue  J^e  hiid  in  JScabant ;  for  in  Franfc^  he 
had  pothiqg^  as  i^e  kingthad  feiised  all  his  eftatet 
in  Coutantin,  and  received  .the  rents  for  his  own 
^fii,  TJie  jknight.  could  never  regain  the  love  of 
the  king  ^  FratHce,  BotwithAaudiog  all  the  eavneft 
iutreaties  of  the  -diuke  of  Brabant*  i  *      '    . 

T|iis  hatr^  coil  dearie  France^  efpeeially  to 4be 
p^yiuce  of  NQrjpoJkndj ;  for  the  traces  of  it  ap«- 
peared  a  hundred  years  afterwards^  as  you  will  ^d 
by  t^  {ollowjng  hiftory^. 


CHAP.  cxrv. 

JACOB  YON  ARTAVELD  IS  MURDEREP  AT  GHENI*. 

JACOB  von  Artaveld^  the  ciHizm  of  Ghetit  that 
was  £3  much  attache^  to  the  king  of  England^ 
ftm  maintained  the  fame  defpotic  power  over  all 
Flanders.  He  had  promifed  the  king  of  Englai^^ 
ibat  he  would  give  him  the  inheritance  of  Flanders^ 
m^&  his  fon,  the  prince  of  Wales,  with  it,  j»d 
make  it  a  duchy/ inftead  of  an  earldom.  Upoof 
which  account,  the  king  was,  at  this  period,  aJMMit 
St.  Jcdia  the  Baptift's  day  134!5,  come  to  $]uys^, 
with  a  numerous  attendance  of  bar<ms  ^^d  knights* 

'«iL  ■  III        IMP        I  II  ■        11     — .   ■■  n  ■» 11  >'  I   .'   ir  '    *  H  !■>'■>?        i"  ■     »  ■    " 

'  •  ■  I  * 

*  Godfrey  de  Harcourt  did  homage  to  kiug  Edwsu-d,  as^Uvig 
•f  FroQce,  the  13th  June,  1345  ;  when  Edward  engagf^d.  if  he 
could  not  recover  for  him  his  eilates  in  Normaody,  to  give  hna 
their  ei^iivateiit ia  £agland.^-RYMBR*  ■  ['• 

He 


Hja  had  brouglit  the  priace  of  Wales  with  him;  iil 
order  that  Jacob  vop  Artaveld's  promifes  might  he 
r^alifed. 

.  The  king  remained  on  board  his  fleet  in  the  har- 
bour of  Sluys^  where  he  kept  his  court.  His  friends 
in  Flanders  came  thither  to  fee  and  vifit  him :  and 
there  were  many  conferences  between  the  king  and 
Jacob  von  Artaveld  on  one  fide^  and  the  councils 
from  the  different  capital  towns  on  the  other^  rela- 
tive to  the  agreement  -before  mentioned;  as  to 
which^  thofe  from  the  country  Ilid  not  unite  in  fen- 
timent  with  the  king  nor  with  von  Artaveld^  who 
kept  continually  reminding  them  of  their  quarrel^ 
and  exhorting  them  to  difinherit  earl  Lewis^  their 
natural  lord^  and  his  young  fon  Lewis^  m  favour 
of  the  fon  of  the  king  of  England  :  but  they  de« 
clared  they  never  would  confent  to  fuch  a  thing. 
At  the  lall  conference^  which  was  held  in  the  har- 
bour of  Sluys>  on  board  the  king's  (hip^  the  Ca- 
therine (which  was  of  fuch  an  enormous  fize  that 
wonders  might  be  told  of  it)^  they  made  this  una- 
nimous reply :  '  Dear  fir^  the  requelt  you  have  made 
has  given  us  much  uneafinefs^  and  may  in  times  to 
come  be  prejudicial  to  Flanders  and  our  fucceflbrs. 
True  it  is^  that  there  is  not  in  the  world  any  prince 
wbom  we  love  fo  much^  or  for  whofe  profit  and 
advantage  we  would  exert  ourfelves  fo  greatly,  as 
for  you :  but  we  alon^  cannot  agree  to  this  propo* 
fition^  unlefs  all  the  commonalties  of  flanders  give 
their  confent.  Therefore  each  of  us  will  return  to 
our  different  towns,  and  will  explain,  in  a  general 
way^  this  bufinefs  to  the  inhabitants :  when,  if  the 
aw  "  greater 
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greater  part  of  them  ihall  confent^  we  alfo  will  agree 
to*  it :  we  will  return  to  you  again  within  a 
months  and  hring  fuch  anfwers  as  we  hope  will  be 
fatisfaSlory/ 

Neither  the  king  of  England  nor  Jacob  von  Atta- 
Teld  could  at  that  time  obtain  more^  or  any  othet 
anfwer.  They  wiflied  to  have  had  a  fliorter  day 
appointed^  but  in  vaifa  :  fo  the  king  anfwered^  he 
was  fatisfied  that  it  fhould  be  as  they  determined. 

The  conference  broke  up^  and  each  returned  to 
the  town  from  whence  he  had  been  deputed. 

Jacob  Yon  Artaveld  remained  fome  little  time 
longer  with  the  king  of  England^  in  order .  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  all  his  affairs:  he^  in  return^ 
promifed  and  aifured  him  that  be  would  bring  his 
dbuntrymen  over  to  his  opinion ;  but  he  deceived 
himfelf^  .and  did  wrong  in  fiaying  behind^  and  not 
being  at  Ghent  at  the  time  when  the  citizens  who 
bad  been  deputed  by  the  corporations  of  the  town 
arrived  there :  for  as  fqon  as  they  were  returned^ 
taking  advantage  of  the  abfence  of  von  Artaveld^ 
they  coUefiied  a  large  meeting  of  high  and  low^  in 
the  market-place^  and  there  explained  to  them  the 
fubje£i  of  the  late  conferences  at  Sluys^  and  what 
the  king  of  England  had  required  of  them^  through 
the  advice  and  information  of  Jacob  von  Artaveld. 
The  whole  aifembly  began  to  murmur  againilliim; 
and  this  requcft  was  received  unfavourably  by  all. 
They  faid,  "  that  if  it  pleafed  God,  they  never 
would  be  pointed  out,  or  found  fo  dilloyal,  as  to 
difinherit  their  natural  lord^  in  favour  of  a 
ilranger/ 

Vol.  II.  H  They 
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They  then  left  the  market-place^  much  difcoji'- 
tented^  and  angry  with  Artaveld.  Now,  fee  Jiow 
unfortunately  it  fell  out;  for  if  he  ha4  gone  to/ 
Ghent/ infiead  of  Bruges  and  Ypres,  and  had'r?- 
monfirated  with  them  upon  the  quarrel  of  the  kipg 
of  England^  they  Would  all  have  confented  to  hiar 
wilhes,  a's  thofe  of  the  two  above-mentioned  tovws. 
had  done :  but  he  trufted  fo  much  to  his  profperity. 
and  greatnefs,  that  he  thought  he  could  recoveic 
every  thing  back  in  a  little  time. 

When  on  his  return^^  he  came  to  Ghent  about 
mid-day,  the  townfmen,  who  were  informed  of  the 
hour  he  was  expe6led,  had  alTembled  in  the  ftreet 
that  he  was  to  pafs  through  :  as  foonns  they  faw^ 
hii^,  they  began  to  murmur,  and  put  their  heads, 
cloic  together,  faying,  ^  Here  comes  one  who  i$^ 
too  much  the  mailer,  and  wants  to  order  in  Flau* 
ders  according  to  his  will  and  pleafure,  which  .muil 
not  be  longer  borne/  With  thi$  they  had  alfo 
Ipread  a  rumour  through  the  town,  that.  Jacob  Ypja 
Artaveld  had  colle6);ed  all  the  revei^ues  of  .Flanders^ 
for  nine  years  an^rmore ;  that  he  had.  ufurped  thf| 
government  without  rendering  an  account,  for  he 
did  not  allow  any  of  the  rents  to  pafs  to  the  earl. of 
Flanders,  but  kept  them  fecurely  to  maintain  his 
own  ftate,  and  had,«  during  the  time  above-men- 
tioiied,  received  all  fines  and  forfeitures :  of  this 
great  treafure,  he  nad  feut  part  into  England.  This 
information  inflaiiied  thofe  of  Ghent  with  rage; 
and,  as  he  warriding  up  the  ftreets,  he  perceived 
thai  ihere  wa&  fomethiiig  in  agitation  agaiiifi  him; 
for  thofe  who  were  wont  to  falute  him  very  refpe6l- 
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ftilly  now  turned  their  backs^  and  went  into  their 
houfes.  He  began  therefore  to  fufpe^  all  was  iio.t^ 
as  uAial ;  and  as  foon  as  he  had  difmounted^  and 
entered  his  hdtel,  he  ordered  the  doors  and  win- 
dows to  be  ihut  and  fattened. 

Scarcely  had  his  fervants  done  this,  when  the 
ftreet  which  he  inhabited  was  filled  from  one  end 
to  the  other  with  all  forts  of  people,  but  efpecially 
by  the  loweft  of  the  mechanics.  His  manfion  was 
liirrounaed  on  every  fide,  attacked,  and  broken  into 
by  force.  Thofe  within  did  all  they  could  to  de- 
fend it,  and  killed  and  wounded  many:  but  at  laft 
they  could  not  hold  out  againfi;  fiich  vigorous  at- 
tacks, for  three  parts  of  the  town  were  there. 

When  Jacob  von  Artaveld  faw  what  efibrts  were 
making,  and  how  hardly  he  was  pufiied,  he  came 
to  a  window,  and,  with  his  head  uncovered,  began 
to  ttfe  humble  and  fine  language,  faying,  '  My  good 
l^eople,  what  aileth  you  ?  Why  are  you  fo  enraged 
nffainfl  me.^  by  what  means  can  I  have  incurred 
yourdifpleafure?  Tell  me,  and  I  will  conform  my- 
felf  entirely  to  your  wills/  Thofe  who  had  heard 
him  made  anlwer,  as  with  one  voice,  '  We  want 
fo  have  ah  account  of  the  great  treafurea  you  hava 
niade  away  with,  without  any  title  of  reafon;'.  Arta- 
veld replied  in  a  foft  tone,  '  Gentlemen,  be  affured 
that  I  have  never  taken  any  thing  from  the  trea- 
fiirci  of  Flanders;  and^  if  you  will  return  quietly 
to  your  homes,  and  come  here  to-morrow  morn- 
ii^,  I  will  be  provided  to  give  fo  good  an  account 
of  them,  that  you  muft  reafonably  be  fatisfied.'  But 
ftiey  cried  out,  '  No,  no,  we  muft  hare  it  direftly. 
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you  ihall  not  thus  efcape  from  us  ;  for  we  know  . 
that  you  have  emptied  the  treafury^  and  fent  it  into 
IBnglaud^  without  our  knowledge :  you  therefore 
(hall  fuffer  death/     When  he  heard  this^  he  clafped 
his  hands  together^  began  to  weep  bitterly^  and 
faid,  ^  Gentlemen,  fuch  as  I  am,  you  yourfelves 
have  made  me  :  you  formerly  fw.ore,  you  would 
{)rote6l  me  againft  all  the  worjd;  and  now,  without 
any  reafon,  you  want  to  murder  me.     You  are  cer- 
tainly mailers  to  do  it,  if  you  pleafe ;  for  I  am  but 
one  ^man  againt  you  all.     Think  better  of  ]t>  for 
the  love  of  God:  recolle6l  former  times,  and  coa- 
fidcr  how  many-favours  and  kindneffes  I  have  conr. 
ferred  upon  you.     You  wilh  to  give  me  a  forry 
recompenfe  for  all  the  generous  deeds  you  have 
experienced  at  my  hands.     You  are  not  ignorant^ 
that,  when  commerce  was  dead  in  this  country,  it 
was  I  who  rellored  it.     I  afterwards  governed  you 
in  fo  peaceable  a  manner,  that  imder  my  admini- 
firation  you  had  all  things  according  to  your  wilhes; 
corn,  oats,  riches,  and  all   Corts  of  merchandize 
which  have  made  you  fo  wealthy/ 

They  began  to  bawl  out,  '  Come  down^  and  do 
not  preach. to  us  from  fuch  a  height;  for  we  wiU 
have  an  account  and  ftatemeni  of  the  great  trea- 
fures  of  Flanders,  w^hich  you  have  governed  too 
long  without  rendering  any  account ;  and  it  is  not 
proper  for  an  officer  to  receive  the  rents  of  a  lord, 
or  of  a  country,  without  accounting  for  them/ 

When  Jacob  von  Artaveld  faw  that  he  could  not 
appeafe  or  calm  them,  he  Ihut  the  window,  and  in- 
leuded  getting  out  of  bis  houfa  the  back  way>  tQ 
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take  (helter  in  a  church  adjoining ;  buthish8tel 
was  already  broke  into  on  that  fide^  and  upwards 
of  four  hundred  were  there  calling  out  for  him. 
At  laft  he  was  feized  by  them,  and  flain  without 
mercy:  his  death-ftroke^  was  given  him  by  a  fadler, 
called  Thomas  Denys.  In  this  manner  did  Jacob 
yon  ArtaVeld  end  his  days,  who  in  his  time  had 
been  complete  matter  of  Flanders.  Poor  men  firft 
raifed  him,  and  wicked  men  flew  him. 

News  of  this  event  was  foon  fpread  abroad :  fome 
pitied  him,  whilfl;  others  rejoiced  at  it. 

The  earl  I%wis  had  remained  all  this  time  i§ 
Dendremonde,  and  with  much  pleafure  heard  of 
Jacob  von  Artaveld's  death,  as  he  had  very  much 
oppoled  him  in  all  his  undertakings :  neverthelefs 
he  durfi  not  yet  place  confidence  in  thofe  of  Flaif- 
ders,  nor  return  to  Ghent. 

When  the  king  of  England,  who  was  waiting  at 
Sluys  for  the  return  of  the  deputies,  was  informed 
in  what  manner  the  inhabitants  of  Ghent  had  flain 
his  faithful  friend  and  companion  Artaveld,  he  was 
in  a  mighty  pafiion,  and  fore  difpleai^.  He  im* 
mediately  departed,  put  to  fea,  and  vowed*  ven- 
geance againfi  the  Flemings  and  all  Flanders,  de- 
claring that  his  death  fliould  be  dearly  paid  for  by 
them. 

The  councils  of  the  principal  towns  guefled  that 
the  king  of  England  would  be  much  enraged  againil 
them ;  they  therefore  confidered  that  their  beil  me- 
thod to  foften  his  anger,,  would  be  to  go  and  excufe 
themfelve»  from  the  murder  of  Jacob  von  Artaveld^ 
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efpecially  thofeof  BrugeSj  Ypres^  Courtray^  Oude^ 
narde^  and  the  franc  of  Bruges. 

Thej  fent  to  the  king  and  his  council  for  a  fafe 
condu3;^  that  they  might  come  o\et  to  make  their 
excufes ;  and  the  king^  whofe  anger  was  femewhat 
cooled^  granted  it  U^  them. 

The  principal  perfons  of  all  the  chief  towns  in 
Flanders^  except  thofe  of  Ghent^  came  into  Eng- 
land ahout  Michaelmas.  The  king  was  at  &at  time 
in  Wefiminiter^  near  London.  They  made  very 
fair  excufes^  and  fwore  moil  folenmly  that  *  the^ 
prere  guiltlefs  of  the  murder  of  von  AfCaTeld^  which 
had  they  fufpe£ied>  they  would  have  guarded  and 
defended  him:  that  they  were  exceedingly  vexed 
at  his  lofs^  and  regretted  it  moll  fincerely ;  for  they; 
knew  how  kind  he  had  been  to  them^  how  ufefiil 
he  was  in  all  their  affairs^  and  that  he  had  reigned 
and  governed  Flanders  moil  wifely:  that  fince  thofe 
of  Ghent  had  ilain  him^  they  ihould  make  ample 
amends  for  it.'  They  alfo  explained  to  the  king 
and  his  council^  ^  that  though  Jacob  von  Aitaveld 
was  dead,  he  was  not  the  lefs  beloved^  or  leia  in 
the  good  graces  of  the  Flemings^  fave  and  exc^i 
in  the  invefiiture  of*  Flanders^  which  he  wifiicdrto 
be  taken  from  the  earl^  their  natural  lord^  however 
he  may  be  attached  to  the  French  intercft^  and  from 
])is  fon^  their  lawful  heir^  to  give  it  to  the  prince  of 
Wales;  for  the  Flemings  would  not^  on  any  ac-^ 
county  liilen  to  it.  But,  dear  fir^  you  have  a  fine 
family  of  fons  and  daughters :  the  prince  of  Wafesy 
jour  eldeit  foi^  cannot  ftiil  being  a  great  pieinceit 
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with'  al^  aibti^I^  iiAieti{krice,  \^itIioiii  dcfflnng  tliat  of 
Plattdie^6 :  aiid  jou  have  alfo  a  ybuiig  daughter; 
nfe-hate  too  a  ydiing  lord,  -vv^Kom  w6  are  bringing 
tipBiAA  iHkib^  ca/e  of,  that  ^ill  be  lord  6f  Flan- 
dikr^':  it  pethstpu  may  be,  that  a  marrik^ge  could  be 
broiight  about  betiireen  thedi,  fb  that  the  county  of 
Flanders  will  in  the  end  be  jyoffefled  by  one  of  your 
cliifdf6ii/ 

T?l/efe  ^e^clies  foftened  very  mucli  the  anger  and 
in  Win  of  theiTngof  England;  and,  in  the^'ndV 
VtftlJ  fie  abd  the  Flemings  weire  eq[ually  fatisfied 
witlf  e^cd  o^fifer.  Thus,  by  degrees^  was  tVe  deat'h 
of  j^dcoti^  \dti  Artaiveld  fbrgotten. 


CHAP.  CXV. 

WILLIAM    EARL    OF    HAINAULT    IS  SLAIN  IN  TRIEZ- 
LAND>  AND  MANY  NOBLEMEN  WITH  HIM« 

J^T  tteinie  jriid  feafon,  William  earl  of  ttainaulV 
W&  liyiag  fiege  to  the  town  of  Utrecht,  and^ 
had  been  there  for  a  long  time,  in  order  to  recover 
litttii^  ri^tits'  which  lie  claimed  as  beloiiging  to  him. 
liiftn^sl^  the?  fiege  fo  clofely  by  his-  vigbrpus  af- 
fiinlts/  tikV  he  brought  it  bacV  tb  its  diity,  and' 
olrtlfifeev^y  tHirig  he  wiflied  for, 

Sooii'after\^ards,  in  the  fame  year,  about  the  fefijft;' 
df  St.  Rfemy  ( Ift  of  Oaobei^),  the  eatl  colle6i;ed 
diairgte  body  of  men  al  arms,  khiglits,  and  fquireif 
from  Hainault,  Flanders,  Brieibaht,  Ilolland,  Giiel- 
dres1w'd\ruliers';  and^  embarking  theqa  on  board  a 
confiderable  £<^' at  Dordrecfiii  maEeTail  for  Friez- 
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land ;  for  the  earl  conlidered  himfelf  as  lord  there- 
of. If  the  Friezlanders  had  heea  people  to  lifien 
to  the  legality  aad  reafonahlenefs  of  the  claim^  the 
earl  was  entitled  to  it:  but^  as  they  were  obfiinatc^ 
he  exerted  himfelf  to  obtain  it  by  force,  and  was 
flain^  as  well  as  a  great  many  other  knights  and 
fquires.     God  have  mercy  on  their  fouls ! 

Sir  John  of  Haiiiault  did  not  accompany  his  ncr 
phew,  but  went  to  another  part.     On^  hearing  of 
his  nephew's  death,  he  wanted  to  combat  the  Friez- 
landers like  one  out  of  his  fenfes :  when  his  fervants 
found  the  fiate  he  was  in^  they  took  him  and  car* 
ried  him  on  board  a  veflTcl,  whether  he  would  or 
no.      Sir  Robert  de  Glewes,  who  was  his  body 
fqiiire,  was  mod  a£live  in  faving  him.     They  re- 
turned in  fmall  numbers,  and  in-  diforder,  to  Ger- 
truydcnberg  in  Holland,  where  the  lady  Jane  his 
niece,  the  wife  of  the  above-mentioned  earl,  was 
waiting  for  him.     She  was  the  eldefl  daughter  of 
the  duke  of  Brabant,  and  from  that  moment  with^ 
drew  to  the  territory  of  Binch*,  which  was  her 
duwrr. 

Tlie  rounty  of  Ilainault  remained  vacant  fonie. 
time,  and  wan  governed  by  fir  John  of  Hainault^ 
until  the  UAy  JVlargarct,  mother  to  earl  Albert^ 
came  tlulhcr,  and  took  polTefiion  of  the  heritage; 
to  whom  all  the  lords  did  homage  and  fealty. 

This  lady  Margaret,  countefs  of  Hainault,  was 
married  to  the  lord  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  emperor  of 
Rome,  and  king  of  Germany. 


*  Binch,  near  Muns,  in  Hainault. 

CHAR 


i 


105 


CHAP.  CXVI. 


SIR  JOHN    OF  UAINAULT  QUITS  THE  ALLIANCE   <fV 
ENGLAND   FOB  THAT   OF   FftANCE. 

t 

gOON  after  this^  kin^;  Philip  of  France  endea- 
vovired  by  a  treaty^  through  the  means  of  the 
earl  of  Blois^  to  perfuade  fir  John  of  Hainault  to 
take  part  with  France.  He  promifed  to  allow  him 
the  fame  fubfidy  which  he  received  from  England, 
and  would  affign  it  upon  whatever  lands  his  council 
might  think 4)eft.  But  fir  John  was  not  willing  to 
comply';  for  he  had  fpent  the  flower  of  his  youth 
in  fighting  for  England^  and  king  Edward  had  al- 
ways much  loved  and  efi;eemed  him. 

When  the  earl  of  Blois^  who  had  married  his 
daughter,  an4  had  three  fons  by  her,  Lewis,  John 
iind  Guy,  found  that  her  could  not  fuccced  in  this 
bufinefs  himfelf,  he  endeavoured,  by  means  of  the 
lord  of  Faguinelles,  who  was  the  chief  friend  and 
advifer  of  fir  John,  to  gain  his  point.  In  order  to 
make  him  alter  his  opinion  of  the  Englifli,  they 
taade  him  believe  that  they  would  not  pay  him  his 
fulbfidy  for  a  confiderable  time.  This  put  fir  John 
fo  much  out  6f  humour,  that  he  renounced  all 
treaties  and  agreements  which  he  had  entered  into 
with  England.  The  king  of  Franc^  was  no  fooner 
informed  of  it,  than  he  fent  to  him  perfons  fuffi*^ 
ciently  authorifed,  who  retained  him^  as  well  as  his 
council,  for  France,  at  a  certain  falary;  and  he  re^ 
compenfed  him  in  his  kingdom  ^ith  a  greater 
revenue  than  he  derived  from  England. 

CHAP 
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We  DtJtlJ  6V  J^bRMAXBY  MATiCllteS  WITH  A  iG^kEA'^^ 
^ABMY     Ilrttt    GASCtfUY,    AGAINST   tttE    EARL   OF 
I^ERBT. 

«  » 

'iPHfi  king  of  t'raYicc,  fiaviDg  reccired  infbifma** 
iian  of  the  expeditions  and  conqueils  that  the 
carl  of  Derby  had  made  in  Gafcony^  iflued  a  fpeciat 
fumraons  for  all  nobles^  and  others^  that  were  ca« 
pable  of  bearing  arms^  to  aflemble  in  the  cities  oi 
Orleans  and  Bourges^  and  in  that  neighbourhoodj 
by  a  certain  day. 

In  obedience  to  this  fummb^^  ibere  cadfe  to 
Paris^  Eudes  diike  of  Burgundy^  and  his  Ibnttie 
earl  of  Artois  and  Boulogne  :  they  prefented  them* 
felves  before  the  king  with  a  thoufand  lances. 

Next  came  the.  duke  of  Bourbon^  the  earl  of 
Ponfhieu  his  brother;  then  the  ear! of  Eu  Gruign<e8> 
cotiilable  of  France^  each  attended  by  a  numerous 
tody  of  nien  af  arms. 

T^he  earl  of  Tancarville,  thedauphine  of  Auvergiic> 
the  e^rls  of  ForSts,  Dammartin^  V'ehdftine ; .  ilie 
lords  of  Coucy,  of  Craon,  of  Sully;  of  ftcfhes,  of 
Beaujeit^  of  Roye,  the  bifliopof  Beauvais,  tlielord 
Jolin  of  Chalons^  and  many  others  afiembled  at  Or- 
leains ;  and  all  thofe  from  the  weft  fide  of  the  Loke : 
tfaoft  frorh  the  eafterh  fide  and  beydnrf  Poitou^  Sain* 
fiftigtj  kRochelle^  Qiiercy,  Liitieufin^  Auvergiic, 
ftfretfini)led  in  the  neighbourhood^of  T^^ 
'^'aliltkdked  towards  Roiiergue^  where  they  fbund 
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great  multitucl^s  coHefled  ia  the  city  of  Rhodez, 
and  on  the  borders  of  Auvergne  and  Proveidce. 

At  lafl:  thefef  lords  were  all  afiembled^  \tith  their 
men,  in  and  near  Touloufe,  for  they  were  too  great 
in  numbers  to  be!  lodged  in  the  city :  they  aihouiited^ 
in  t\\e  whole,  to  upwards  of  a  hundred  thoufaod 
perfbns.     This  was  the  year  of  grace  1S45. 

Soon  after  the  feail  of  Ghri£bnas,  the  duke  of 
Normandy,  who  was  the  comnlander  in  chief  bi 
this  army,  fet  out  to  join  it^*  and  ordered  his  mar-    , 
Ihala^  the  lord  of  Montmorency  and  the  lord  of 
St  Yenant,  to  advance  with  the  van. 

They  came  firft  to  the  eaftle  of  Miraumonf,  which 
Ihe  Exi^liih  had  conquered  in  the  fummer,  and  moft 
vigorotifly  aSauIted  it.  There  were  within  it  about 
a  hundred:  EngliQimen  for  its  defence,-  under  the 
conwnand  of  John  Brifcoe. 

With  the  French  were  the  lord  Tjcwis  of  Spain, 
aitd  a  Bumber  of  Genoelb  crofs-bowmen,  that  fpared 
none:  thofe  within  could  not  defend  themfelved 
againfir  fo  fuperior  a  force^  but  were  taken,  and 
fto  ^eater  part  of  them  flain,^  even  their  captain. 

The  marfiiala,  having*  recruited  their  battalioa 
with  frefh  men,  advanced  further,  and  came  before 
l^Ute|!raBbhe^  in  the  county  oi  Agenoia.  The  army 
haltsd'  theJEie,  and  furrounded  it  on  all  fides.  Sir 
Thomas  Cook,  the  governor,  was  not  tibere,  but 
atBcMirdeaux,  whiflier  the  earl  of  Derby  had  fetit 
br  himi  Hbwever  thofe  widiin  made  a  vigorous 
defence:  but,  in:  the  end;  they  were  taken  by 
ftora9,.and  the  greater  part  of  the  garrifon  put  to 
thefword. 

The 
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The  army  then  marched  towards  the  city  of 
Angoulerae^  leaving  the  town  and  cafile  of  Ville-* 
franche  ftaading  undemolifhed^  and  without  anj 
guard. 

Th^  city  of  AngouISme  was  clofely  befieged ;  and 
the  governor  of  it  for  the  king  of  England  was  fir 
John  Norwich. 

The  earl  of  Derby^  who  was  at  Bourdeaux^  hear4 
of  the  arrival  6f  this  great  army  from  France^  and 
that  they  had  already  recaptured  Miraumont^  and 
Villefranche,  which  they  had  plundered  and  burnt^ 
'except  the  citadel.  Having  fent  for  four  of  hit 
knights^  in  whom  he  placed  much  confidence^  he 
ordered  them  to  take  fixty  men  at  arms  and 
three  hundred  archers^  and  fet  out  for  Villefranche 
to  gain  poiTeffion  of  the  cafl;lej  which  was  empty^ 
and  put  it^  as  well  as  the*  gates  of  the  town^  into 
good  repair  :  if  the  French  fliould  come  to  attack 
them^  to  make  a  good  defence^  for  he  fiiould 
hafien  to  their  affiitance^  let  it  cofi:  what  it  would. 
Thefe  knights  did  according  to  their  orders^  and 
their  names  were  fir  Stephen  Tonibeyi  fir  Richard 
Heydon^  fir  Ralph  Haftings^  and  fir  Norma^t  de 
Finefroide. 

The  earl  then  requefted  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  fir 
Walter  Manny,  fir  Frank  van  Halle,  fir  Thomas 
Cook,  fir  John  Touchet,  fir  Richard  de  Beauvais,* 
fir  Philip  Radcliff;  fir  Robert  Neville,  fir  Thomas 
Biflet,  and  many  other  knights  and  fquires,  that 
they  would  immediately  fet  oft' to  defend  Aiguillon^ 
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for  he  fhould  be  very  much  difpleafed  if  he  loi$ 
that  towo. 

They  departed^  in  number  about  forty  knights 
and  fquires^  and  three  hundred  men  at  arms  and 
archers.  They  got  into  the  cafile  of  Aiguillon^ 
iB^here  they  found  about  fix  fcore  brother  foldiers^ 
whom  the  earl  of  Derby  had  left  there.  They  laid 
in  a  fufficient  llock  of  meal^  and  all  other  forts  of 
provifien. 

As  the  four  firft  mentioned  knights  were  on  theif 
road  to  Yillefrancbe^  they  colIe6led  a  quantity  of 
cattle^  iheep>  com^  and  all  other  provifion^  which 
they  drove  before  them  to  Villefranche.  They  en- 
tered the  cafile^  and  repaired  its  walls^  as  well  as 
ihofe  of  the  towu^  and  were  upwards  of  fifteen 
hundred  fighting  men^  well  fupplied  with  provifion. 
for  fix  months*  , 

The  duke  of  Normandy  was  a  long  time  before 
AngoulSme ;  and>  when  he  found  that  he  made  no 
impreffion  by  his  aflaults^  fo  well  was  it  defended^ 
but  loft  many  of  his  people  every  day^  he  ordered 
tiiem  to  ceafe  from  their  attacks^  and  to  take  up 
tiieir  quarters  nearer  the  city.  One  day  during  this 
flege^  the  fenefchal  of  Beaucaire  came  to  the  duke^ 
and  faid^  '  S\x,  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  all 
this  country ;  and^  if  you  will  let  me  have  fix  hunt 
drcd  men  at  arms^  I  will  make  an  excurfipn^  in 
fearch  of  cattle  and  provifion ;  for  very  fhoftly^  if 
we  remain  here^  we  fliall  be  in  need  of  both/ 
This  was  very  agreeably  to  the  duke  and  his  coun- 
cil ;  and  on  the  morrow  mornings  the  fenefchal  took^ 
thofe  koights  and  fquires  who  were  defirous  of  ad<* 
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mmcemait.  Amon^  thofe  vrho  placed  themfelves 
under  his  command  were  the  duke  of  Bourbon^  his 
brother  the  earl  of  Ponthieu^  the  earls  of  Tancar- 
Tille,  Forets^  the  dauphine  of  Auvergne,  the  lords 
of  Pons,  of  Partenay,  of  Coucy,  of  Daubjgny,  of 
Auflenaont,  of  Beaujeu,  fir  Guifcard  d'Angle,  the 
lord  of  Saintre,  and  many  others^  to  the  amount  of 
nine  hundred  lances.  .  • 

Towards  the  evening  they  mounted  their  horfes^ 
^d  riding  all  nigl]^t>  came  about  the  dawn  before  a 
large  town  called  Athenis,*  which  had  but  lately 
furrcodered  to  the  Englilh.  A  fpy  came  to  the'fe- 
Defchal,  and  informed  him  that  in  the  town  there 
were  fix  fcore  men  at  arms^  Gafcons  and  EnglijQi^ 
and  three  hundred  archers,  who  would  defend  them* 
felTes  w^l,  if  they  were  attacked :  '  \>ut/  added  the 
fpy,  ^  I  have  obferved  that  their  cattle  are  witho^ut 
^e  ipwii ;  and  in  a  meadow  Underneath  it  are  two 
hundred  large  beafls  feeding.'  The  fenefchal  thea 
addrefled  himfelf  to  his  companions,  and  faid, '  Gen-^ 
tiemen,  I  think  it  moil  advifable  that  you  fliould 
remain  in  this  valley  :  I  will  go,  with  fixty  men  to 
eolle£i  the  booty,  which  I  will  drive  this  way;  and  I 
ain  mifiaken,  if  the  EjigUfh  do  not  fally  out,  think- 
ing to  refcUe  them,  which  will  throw  them  into  your 
power/  This  was  executed;  and  the  fenefchal, 
accompanied  by  fixty  companions  well  mounted. 
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*  Mr.  Bames  makes  it  Ancenis;  I^ut  that  b  too  far  off;  and  be 
q^ttotes  du  Che^ne^  page  66*3.  la  my  opinioo,  it  xnufl  be  St.  Jean 
4f  Angely,  as  that  b  ia  Saunton^e,  aad  B»t.  too  fiir  diftaQt  for  this 
ekcurfion. 
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ie  tlirough  bye  roads  rouad  the  town,  until  lie 
CKoe  to  the  fbe  meads,  where  the  cattle  were  paf- 
turing. 

He  then  feparated  his  corapanioiis,  for  them  to 
colle£l  the  healis  together,  and  drive  them  under 
the  walls  of  the  town  hy  a  d'ftereiit  road. 

The  watch  on  tlie  walls  and  on  the  caftle,  feeing 
tliis,  began  to  imii.ea.  great  noife  and  to  found  the 
alarm  to  tiwaken  their  feUow-foldiers  andthe.townr- 
iiien;  for,  as  it  was  very  early,  many  were  afleep  : 
they  immediately  began  to  ftir,  and,  faddling  their 
horfes,  aflembled  in  the  market-place. 

They  came  there  as  well  armed  as  they  could, 
and  left  none  in  the  town  but  fervants.  The  Eng- 
ii(h  were  very  eager  in  thepurfuit,  to  recover  tlieir 
cattle,  crying  out  to  the  French,  •  You  muft  nf>t 
think  to  get  off  fo.'  The  fenefchal  haftened  the 
m,i)i^,  fo  that  the  Englilh  fell  into  the  amhufcade, 
which  attacked  them;  and,  through  the  diforder 
they  were  in  by  their  too  great  eagernefs,  in  the 
rpace  of  an  hour  tliey  were  all  overcome.  Their 
'iipta,in,  hr  Stephen  lacy,  was  made  prifoner,  as 
v^  as  tjiofe  who,  through  a  point  of  honour,  were 
yud  him  :  the  reft  were  Gain. 

The  French  then  made  for  the  town,  which  they 
entered  by  liorm;  for  there  were  none  to  defend 
it.  The  firft  battalion  which  entered  was  that  of 
thadMkeof  IJourboo.  Thefe  lords  took  poffeflion  of 
it ;  aod,  having  placed  a  new  garrifon  and  governor, 
they  fct  out  with  all  their  booty  and  prifoneis, 
apd  returned  the  nest  day  to  the  army  before 
.ijigouleme. 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftaading  there  were  many  greater  lords 
in  this  expedition  than  the  fei^chal  of  Beaucaire^ 
he  had  all  the  honour  and  glory  of  it. 


CHAP.  CXVIII. 


SIE  JOHN  KORWICH  ESCAPES  FROM  ANGOULtSMS^^* 
WHEN  THAT  TOWN  SURRENDERS  TO  TUB  ' 
FRENCH. 

TTHE  lords  of  France  remained  for  a  very  coiifi- 
.  derable  time  before  Angoul^e..  The  French 
overran  all  tli^  country  which  had  been  conquered 
by  the  Engliih  :  they  crearted  much  trouble^  &nd; ' 
whenever  they  found  a  fit  opportunityt  Brought  to 
their  camp  many  prifoners  and  much  pillage :  the 
two  brothers^  of  Bourbon  acquired  great  praiie 
from  all,  as  they  were  the  foremoft  in  every  ex^'- 
curfion.  " 

When  fir.  John  Norwich^  the  governor  of  An- 
gouISme^  found  that  the  duke  of  Normandy  would 
not  break  up  the  fiege  until  he  had  gained  tl^e  city ; 
that  his  provifions  were  growing  ihort^  and  tlmt  llie 
earl  of  Derby  ihewed  no  figns  of  coming  to  his  re^ 
lief:  having  alfo  perceived  that  the  inhabitants  were 
much  inclined  to  the  French^  and  would  have  turned 
to  them  before,  if  they  had  dared  :  he  began  to  be' 
fufpicious  of  treafon^  and  bethought  how  he  could 
bed  fave  himfelf  and  his  companions. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Purification^  he  came  on  the 
battlements  of  the  walls  of  the  city  alone^  without 

having 
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having  mentioned  to  any   one  liis  intentionSj  and 
IQadb  figns  with  his  cap  that  he  wanted  ti)  Ipeak  with 
L  ibme  one  from  the  army.     Thole  who  had  noticed 
f  the  tignal  came  to  know  what  he  wanted:  he  laid, 
»  *  he  wifhed  to  fpeak  with  my  lord  the  duke  of  Nor- 
|,niandy,  or  with  one  of  hismarfiials."    They  went  to 
,,  inform  the  duke  of  this,  who  came  there,  attended 
by  fome  of  his  knights.     As  foon  as  fir  John  faw 
the  duke,  he  pulled  off  hii  cap,  and  faluted  him. 
|.  The  duke  returned  the  falute,  and  faid,  •'  Sir  A»hn, 
how  fares  it  with  you  ?    Arc  you  inclined  to  furreu- 
■  der  youcfelf  ? '  '  I  have  no  intentions  to  do  that,'  re- 
■<plied  fir  John  ;  '  hut  I  could  wifti  to  cnti-eat  of  you, 
i  revevcnce  to  the  featt  of  our  Lady,  which  is  to- 
morrow, that  you  would  grant  us  a  truce  for  that 
[■itay  only,  that  neither  of  us  may  hurt  the  other,  but 
main  in  peace.' 
The  duke  faid,    '  he  was  willing  to  confent  to  it.' 
■    Early  the  next  morning,  which  was  Candlemas 
hiy,  fir  John  and  his  companions  armed  themfelves, 
lud  packed  up  all  they  had.     They  then  ordered 
me  of  the  gates  to  be  opened,   and  ilfucd  forth  ; 
which  being  perceived  by  the  army,  forae  part  of 
tt  began  to  put  itfelf  in  motion:  fir  John,  upon  this, 
mde  up  to  them,  and  faid,   '  Gentlemen,  gentle- 
Pi'JDeOj   beware  that  you  do  no  harm  to  us;  for  we 
'.Jiave  had  a  truce  agreed  on  for  this  whole  day,  as 
you  mufl:  know,  by  the  duke  of  Normandy;  and 
We  ftiall  not  touch  you.     If  you  have  not  been  in- 
formed of  it,  go  and  inquire ;  for  we  can,  upon  the 
faith  of  this  truce,  ride  and  go  wherever  we  pleafe.' 
This  information  was  brought  to  the  duke,  and  he 
_     "Vot.  II.  1  wai 
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was  afl^  what  was  to  be  dpne^  who  repUed^  '  J^ 
them  gOy  in  God's  name^  whatever  wi^y  they  choofi^  i 
for  We  caiiaot  force  them  to  ilay.  I  will  keep  tb<l 
promife  I  made  them.' 

Thus  fir  John  Norwich  pafled  through  the  whole 
French  armj  unhujt^  and  took  the  read  to  Aiguil- 
lon.  When  thpfe  who  were  in  garrifon  there  heard 
ifi  what  manner  he  had  efcaped  and  fayed  his  meUj, 
they  faid  he  had  a6led  very  cunningly. 

TJl^  inhabitants  of  Angouleme  held  a  council  ba 
Candlemas  day^  and  determined  to  furrender  them-* 
felves  to  the  duke  :  they  fent  perfons  properly  au- 
thorifed  to  treaty  who  managed  fp  if(^oll|  that  the 
duke  (hewed  them  mercy^  and  pardoned  them* 
He  entered  the  city  and  caitle^  where  he  received 
their  homage^  and  appointed  fir  Anthony  de  Vil- 
liers  governor,  with  a  hundred  foldiers  to  defend 
it.  ^ 

The  duke  afterwards  decamped^  and  came  bdTore 
the  caille  of  Damazan^^  which  he  laid  fiege  to  for 
fourteen  days.  There  were  continued  aflaults ;  but 
at  lafi;  it  was  taken^  and  all  within  it,  Gafcons  and 
£ng1i(h^  put  to  the  fword. 

The  duke ^ave  this  cafile  and  its  dependencies  to 
a  fquire^  from  Beaufle^  named  the  Bprgne  de  Nul- 
ly.  He  then  came  before  Tonniens,f  which  is 
fituated  on  the  Garonne,  and  which  he  found  well 
provided  with  Gafcons  and  Engliih.  There  ;were 
many  attacks  and  ikirmiflies ;  and  he  remained  fome 
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*  A  town  111  Gsifconv,  in  the  ekdioo  of  Coudoni. 
t  Dioctfe  of  Ag^n. 
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time  Jl)efore  it.  Howeyer^  at  lafi  they  farrenderedi": 
upoBconditionofpreferTingtheir  lives  aad  fortunes^ 
and  to  be  condufled  in  fafety  to  Boittdeaux.  When 
thefe  foreigners  had  left  it,  the  town  entered  under 
obedience  to  the  duke^  who  fiaid  here  with  his 
whole  army^  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Garonne> 
until  after  Eafter^  when  he  advanced  towards  port 
St.  Marie  upon  the  fame  river. 

There  were  about  two  hundred  Englifli  to  defend' 
the  town  and  this  pafiage^  who  had  ftrongly  forti- 
fied it ;  but  they,  and  all  within,  were  taken  by 
aflault.  The  French,  after  they  had  repaired  a&dr 
reinforced  it  with  men  at  arms,  let  out  and  took  the 
road  towards  Aiguillon. 


CHAP.  CXIX. 


THE  DU&E  OF  NORMANDY  LAYS  SIEGE  TO  AIGUILLON^ 
WITH  A  HONORED  THOUSAND  MEN. 

nPHE  noblemen  of  France,  under  the  command  of 
the  duke  of  Normandy,  pufhed  on  until  the^ 
4ame  before  the  c^file  of  Aiguillon^  ^hen  they  en- 
camped and  divided  their  forces  in  the  extenfiv0 
and  handfome  meadows  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Garonne,  which  is-  navigable  for  great  veflels. 
Each  lord  was  polled  with  his  own  people,  and  everjr 
company  by  itfelf,  according  to  the  orders  of  tfee 
marihals  of  the  army. 

This  fiege  continued  tintil  the  beginning  of  Oftb- 
ber;  and  there  were  upwards  of  one  hundred  thou- 
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fitA  mm  in  arnis^  including  cavalry  and  infant^. 
Thofe  withiQ  were  obliged  to  defend  themfelve^ 
againft  this  army  two  or  three  times  every  day,  and 
moft  commonly  irom  noon  until  eve' without  ceaf- 
ii^' ;  for  there  were  continually  pouring  ujfdh  them  • 
freih  forces,  Genoefe  or  .others,  who  gavd  theta  no 
rqpofe; 

The  chiefs  of  the  French  army  foUnd  they  could 
ilever  attstck^  with  advantage,*  the  fortrefs^  unlefsthey 
pafled  the  river,  which  was  wide  and  deep :  the  duke^ 
therefore,  ordered  a  bridge  to  be  confiructed,  that 
they  might  crofs  it :  three^  hundred  workmen  w^lre 
employed  at  this  bridge^  who  Worked  day  ifrid  night. 
As  foon  as  the  knights  who  were  in  Aiguillon  per- 
ceived that  this  bridge  was  nearly  Bniflied^  and  that 
one  half  of  it  was  completed^  they  prepared  three 
veflels^  in  which  they  embarked,  and,  driving  away 
the  workmen  and  guards,  inllantly  deftroyed  what 
*  had  taken  fo  much  time  to  make. 

The  lords  of  Prance,  feeing  this,  got  ready  other 
veflels  to  attack  them,  in  which  they  placed  a  num- 
ber of  men  at  arms,  Genoefe  crofs-bowmen  and  in- 
fantry, and  ordered  the  workmen  to  coiHinue  theix^ 
works,  -under  the  fupport  of  thefe  guards. 

When  thefe  workmen  were  thus  employed,  fir 
Walter  Manny,  and  fome  of  his  companions,  em- 
barked about  noon,  and,  dafhing  upon  them,  made 
them  quit  their  work  and  run  off:  he  foon  deilroy- 
ed  all  that  they  had  done.  This  kind  of  (kirmifli 
was  continued  daily ;  but  at  laft  the  French  fent 
ioch  large  detachments  to  guard  the  workmen^ 
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that  the  l)>'i<lgcwas  completed  in  a  good  and  ftrong 
manner. 

The  army  then  palTed  over  it  in  order  of  battle, 
and  attacked  the  caftle  for  the  fpaee  of  one  whole 
daj,  but  did  no  threat  harm ;  and,  in  the  evening, 
thcjf  retreated  to  their  camp,  where  they  were  p!en- 
fifully  fupplied  with  every  thing;. 

Thofe  within  the  caftle  repaired  what  damage 
had  been  done,  for  they  had  plenty  of  workmen. 
On  the  morrow,  the  French  refolved  to  divide  their 
army  into  four  divilions  ;  (he  firft  of  which  ftiould 
inake  an  attack  on  this  fortrefs  from  the  dawn  until 
about  nineoclopk;  the  fecond,  from  thattimetill 
noon ;  the  third,  from  noon  till  four  o'clock  ;  and 
the  fourth  divifion  from  that  time  till  ni<;ht.  This 
mode  of  attacif  was  continued  for  iix  fuccenive 
days.  However,  thofe  within  Ihi;  cafili--  were  never 
fo  much  haralled  but  that  they  could  defend  them- 
felves  valiantly  ;  and  their  enemies  g;aincd  nothing 
but  the  bridge,  which  was  before  the  caftlc- 

The  French  lords,  upon  this,  held  a  counril,  and 
feat  tp  Touloufe  for  eight  of  their  lari^ell  batlorine^ 
engines,  and  conllruttcd  four  other  large  ones  upon 
the  fpot.  Thefe  twelve  engines  caft  iiones  into  the 
fortrcfj  day  and  night ;  but  the  befieged  hud  t^ken 
fuch.piiins  to  avoid  what  raifchief  they  could  do, 
that  they  only  deftroyed  {he  roofs  of  the  houfcs  : 
they  had  alfo  made  counter-engines,  which  played 
upon  thofe  of  their  enemies,  and  in  a  fliort  fpace  of 
time  totally  ruined  fix  of  them. 

During  this  fiege,  fir  AValtcr  Manny  made  fre- 
fliifnt  excuiCous  beyond  the  river,  Y"ith  :(bout  fis  j 
1  .'i  fcore  ' 


fcore   companions,  to  foragp,  and  often   returned 
with  his  booty  in  fight  of  the  army. 

One  day  the  lord  Charles  of  Montmorency  had 
been  on  a  foraging  party,  with  five  or  fix  hundred 
men,  and  was  condufiing  a  great  number  of  cattle 
to  vidtuai  the  array,  when  he  met  fir  Walter 
Manny  under  the  walls  of  Aiguillon.  They  im- 
mediately began  an  engagement,  which  was  very 
Oiarp ;  and  many  were  killed  and  wounded  on  both 
fides.  The  French  were  at  lead  five  to  one.  News 
was  brought  of  this  into  Aiguillon,  when  every  one 
rallied  out  for  the  faftcft,  and  the  earl  of  Pembroke 
wifh  the  foremoft :  they  daftied  into  the  midft  of 
them,  and  found  fir  Walter  Manny  unhorfed,  and 
furronnded  by  his  enemies^,  but  fighting  mofl;  vali- 
antly, He  was  direfitly  refcued  and  re-mounted. 
During  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  the  French 
liaftened  to  drive  off  the  cattle  to  a  place  of  fufety, 
or  they  would  have  loft  them  ;  for  the  Engliih  were 
coming  in  crowds  to  fuccour  their  countrymen, 
and,  falling  upon  the  French  vignroufly,  they  put 
them  to  flight,  refcued  tliofe  they  had  made  pri- 
foncrs,  and  captured  alfo  many  from  them.  Tho 
lord  Charles  de  Montmorency  had  great  difficulty 
to  efcape,  and  retreated  as  fall  as  he  ceuld^  quite 
difcomfited.  When  it  was  over,  the  Engliih  re- 
turned to  Aiguillon. 

Such  Ikirniifhes  frequently  happened,  for  fcarcely 
a  day  palled  without  fome  engagement. 

The  French  having  one  day  drawn  out  thi 
army,  ordered  thofc  noblemen  that  were  from  Ton- 
loufe,  Carcaffonne,  and  Beaucaire,  and  their  de- 
pendeucicSj 
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peadenciei,  tomake  an  attack  with  their  men,  from 
the  morning  until  noon  ;  and  thofc  from  Rouergue, 
Cahors,  and  Agenois,  to  continue  it  from  their  re- 
treat until  the  evening.  The  duke  promiffd  to  any 
of  his  foldiers  who  Ihotild  gain  the  draw-bridge  of 
the  calUe  a  reward  of  a  hundred  golden  crowns.*' 
The  duke,  in  order  to  aifift  this  iittack,  commanded  , 
a  number  of  velfels  and  barges  to  come  down  the 
rivet,  in  which  many  embarked  to  crofs  it,  whilft 
ihe  remainder  pafl'ed  over  the  bridge.  Thofe  in 
the  caftle  made  a  gallant  defence ;  but  at  laft,  fome 
©f  the  French  got  into  a  fmall  boat,  and,  paffing 
under  the  bridge,  fattened  ftrong  hooks  and  chains 
to  the  draw-bridge,  with  which  they  pulled  fb 
luftily,  that  they  broke  the  iron  chains  which  held 
the  bridge,  and  forced  it  down. 

The  French,  fo  eager  were  they  to  gain  the  pro- 
nrifed  reward,  leaped  upon  the  bridge  in  fuch  hafte, 
that  they  tumbled  over  each  other.  The  befieged 
■flung  down  upon  them  ftones,  hot  lime^  large 
beams,  and  boiling  water,  fo  that  many  were  hurt, 
'and  drowned  in  the  ditches.  The  bridge,  however, 
was  taken,  though  it  coft  them  more  than  it  was 
worth  :  but  they  could  not  gain  tiie  gTite  :  there- 
fore, as  it  was  late,  they  returned  to  their  camp, 
for  they  had  need  of  reft;  and  thofe  within  the 
caftle  fallied  out,  and  repaired  the  bridge,  making 
it  ftronger  than  it  was  before. 

On  the  next  dav,  two  principal  engineers  came 
■fotheduke,  and  Paid,  If  he  would  tind  them  wood 

*  6s.  8d.eadi. — BarNes. 
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and  workmen^  they  would  build  for  him  two  fueh 
high  towers^  as^  when  they  were  advanced  to  the 
walk  of  the  caftle^  Ihoifld  overtop  ihem.  The  duke 
commanded  all  the  carpenters  of  the  country  to  be 
fent  for^  and  handfomc^ly  paid.  Thefe  four  towecs 
were  conftru6tedj  and  placed  on  th^  decks  of  fouc 
large  yeflels;  but  they  topk  a  long  time  in  making, 
and  coil  much  money.  Thofe  ordered  upon'  ihift 
attack  embarked  on  board  the  veffels^  an^^  whep 
they  \yere  about  half  way  over  the  river,  the  biir 
fieged  let  oflf  four  martinets,^  whicl^  they  ha4 
newly  conilru£led,  to  defend  thegifelvea  againjl^ 
thefe  towers.  Thefe  four  martinets  call  fuch  larg^ 
Hones,  s^nd  fo  very  rapidly,  that  the  men  at  arms 
in  the  towers  were  much  hurt  by  them :  and,  having 
no  means  to  Ihield  themfelves,  thqy  returned  bac^ 
as  fafi  as  they  were  able  :  but  in  their  retreat  one 
of  the  vefie^s  foundered  and  funk:  the  greater 
pumb^r  of  thofe  that  were  qn  board  y^evje  drownedj^ 
which  was  a  great  pity,  as,  they  were  chiefly  valiant 
kiiight;  who  were  eage^  to  diilinguifh  themfelves. 

When  the  duke  found  that  this  fcheme  did  no,t 
^nfwer  his  expeBatioi^s,  he  ordered  them  to  difen^-^ 
bark  froni  the  three  remaining  veflels.  He  wits  ^t 
a  lofs  what  plan  to  follow,  by  which  he  could  gaih 
the  callle  of  Aiguillon ;  for  he  had  vowed  he  would 
never  quit  the  pl^ce  until  he  was  mailer  of  it  and-^ 
the  garrifon,  unlefs  the  king,  his  father,  ordered 

I       ■  ■  .1    ■  -  ■  ■      ■     I     ■  ■   I    I   .  I        ■■..  11  II  ■  ■  ■■  w^  <■   ■■ 

*  Du  Caoge,  fiippiement,  under  the  word  Mariinetus,  calls  it  aa 
inilrument  of  war,  and  quotes  this  paiTage  for  his  authority,  but 
dbci  not  explain  it  further. 
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ptbcrwife.  ~  The  lords  therefore  adrifed  him  to  feii^ 
the  coniUjiile  of  France  and  the  earl  of  Ti^carviUe 
to  Pairis^  to  inform  king  Philip  pf  t)ie  fiate  of  th^ 
fiege^  and  to  know  if  the  king  wiflied  the  duke  of 
Normandy  to  continue  before  Aiguillop^  until  he 
\iad^  liirough  faipioe,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it^ 
^pe  he  coifld  not  {gain  \t  py  fprce* 

'fhe  king  of  EfOgland^  h^yipg  |ieard  how  much 
nrefied  his  people  were  in  the  caftle  of  Aiguillon^ 
determined  to  lead  a  great  army  into  Gafcbny.  |Ie 
fjst  about  making  his ,  preparations^  fummoned  all 
tlfe  Y^fli^ls  in  his  kingdom^^  and  colle£lcd  forces 
frpin  what0vef  quarter  he  could^  that  were  willing 
io  enter  into  his  pay. 

About  th^  tiipe  fir.  Godfrey  de  Harcourt^  who 
had  beei^  bai^iihed  from  France^  arrived  in  England, 
JHe  was  received  by  the  king  in  his  palace ;  and  he 
^flSgned  over  to  hi^)  a  handfome  eflate  in  England^ 
tq  mi^intain  hiip;,  fuitable  to  his  rank.  Soon  after 
this,  thp  kmg  aflembled  a  large  fleet  of  ihips  at 
Southampton^  ^.lid  fent  ^hither  his  men  at  arms  an4 
^is  archers*. 

About  St.  John  the  Baptift's  day  1346,  the  kin^ 
took  leave  of  the  queen^  and,  felting  out,  left  her 
io  the  c^re  of  hi(i  cpufin,  the  ejirl  of  Kenf.     He 


Edward  appoints  his  fon»  Lionel,  lieutenant  of  the  realm, 
duinig  his  abfence^  b;  an  ordinance  dated  Porcheiler,  5th  June 

i346.~RYMER. 

He  \v^  at  P^rchc^er  th^  1ft  and  2d  of  J[uly  1346.— Rymeh. 
John  de  Offord»  chancellor,  delivered  up  the  great  fei^l  tp 
John  de  Tborelby»  the  2d  July,  in  the  IHe  of  \Vigb^ 
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appointed  the  lord  Percy,  and  the  lord  Nc^^ille  ^ 
Rabj,  the  archbilhop  of  York,  the  bifliop  of  Dur- 
ham, and  the  ^bifliop  of  Lincoln,  to  be  his  lie^ite- 
wants  for  the  northern  parts  of  his  kingdom;  mii3 
he  did  riof  take  fo  many  forces  out  of  the  fefllm 
hut  that  there  was  a  fufficicncy  of  men  at  arms  left 
to  defend  it,  Ihould  there  be  occafion.  He  took 
the  road  for  Southampton,  where  he  tarried  until 
he  had  a  favourable  wind,  when  he  embsirked  Witli 
his  whole  army. 

On  board  the  king^s  ftip  were  th*  prittCfe  flf 
Wa4es  and  fir  Godfrey  de  Harcourt :  th6  other 
lords,  earls,  and  barons  embarked  with  tfadr  med, 
as  they  had  been  ordered.  There  might  be  ahotft 
four  thoufand  men  at  arms,  and  ten  thovi&nd 
archers,  not  including  the  Irifli  and  the  Welch,  who 
followed  the  army  on  foot. 

I  will  enumerate  the  names  of  thdfe  lords  that 
accompanied  king  Edward.  I  muft  mention  firft 
the  prince  of  Wales,  who  at  that  time  was  only 
thirteen  *  years  old,  or  thereabouti :  there  W«re 
Humphry  Bohun  earl  of  Hereford  atid  Eflex,  his 
brother  William  Bohun  earl  of  Northampton,  Tho- 
mas Beauchamp  earl  of  Warwick,  Richard  Fitzalan 
carl  of  Arundel,  John  Vere  earl  of  Oxford,  William 
Clinton  earl  of  Huntington,  Robert  Hufford  earl 


A    n 


*  This  is  a  niiftuke ;  for  he  was  bom  tl«r  itth  Jime*lS30':  he 
piufl  therefore  have  been  fixteen. 

r  have  copied  the  names  out  of  Barnes'  Kfe  of  Edward  1IL» 
wherein  he  mentions  that  twenty-two  of  them,  from  lord  Uglvtred, 
^re  taken  from  an  old  MS.  in  C.  C.  C.  iibrarj,  Cambridge*  iati* 
tilled,  *  kdoi  Edwardi  filii.  Edwardi  tertii/ 
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of  Suftblk :  of  barons^  there  were  the  young  lord 
Roger  Mortimer^  the  lord  Gelrard  Lifle,  and  his 
l^ofman  the  lor 4  John  Lifle^  the  lord  Reginald 
Cobham^  the  lords  John  and  Roger  Reauchamp^ 
the  lord  John  Moubray^  the  lord  William  Roos  of 
Hamlake^  the  lord  Thomas  Lucy  of  Cockern^outh^ 
the  lord  William  Felton^  the  lord  Thomas  Bradeftan^ 
thA  lord  Ralph  Baffet  of  Sapcoat^  John  lord  Wil- 
loughby  of  Erelby,  the  lord  Peter  Manly  fifth  of 
the  tiame^  Thomas  lord  Ughtred^  John  lord  Fitz- 
walter^  William  lord  Kerdefion^  the  lord  Roger 
Say^  the  lord  Almaric  de  St.  Amand^  the  lord  Ro« 
bert  Bourchier^  the  lord  John  le  Strange^  the  lord 
Edward  Montagu^  the  lord  Rioliard  Talbot^  the 
lord  John  Mohun  of  Duofler^  William  lord  Boteler 
of  Wemme,  Robert  lord  Ferrers,  John  lord  Sey- 
mor^  John  lord  Grey,  William  lord  Botreaux,  the 
lord  Hugh  Spencer,  the  lord  John  Striveling,  Mi* 
chael  lord  Poynings,  Robert  lord  Morley,  Thomas 
lord  Aihley^  John  lord  Sutton,  the  lord  Nicholas 
Cantilupe,  and  otbers :  of  knights-bachelors,  fir 
jfxjlhn  Chandos,  the  lord  Peter  Audley,  and  the  lord 
James  Audley^  the  lord  Bartholemew  Burgherft 
junior^  the  lord  Thomas  Holland,  the  lord  Fulk 
Ifitzwarren^  fir  Richard  Pembridge,  and  feveral 
others. 

There  were  few  ftrangers;  only  fir  Oulphart  de 
Gttiftelles>  from  the  country  of  Hainault,  and  five 
or.  fix  knights  from  Germany,  whofe  names  I  haye 
forgotten. 

When  they  embarked,  the  weather  was  as  favour-* 
able  as  the  king  could  wifli^  to  carry  him  to  Gaf- 
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fony;  but  on  the  third  day^  the  wind  was  fb  coii» 
tn|ry^  they  were  driven  upon  the  coafts  of  Gora^ 
wall^  where  they  caft  anchor^  and  remained  for  fix 
days  and  fix  nights.  During  this  time^  the  king 
fLliere4  his  mind  with  refpe6i  to  going  towards  G«i^ 
cony^  tl^rough  the  advice  i^nd  rqirefentations  of  fif. 
Godfrey  de  Harcourt^  whp  convinced  him  tbot.  it 
would  be  more  for  his  interell  to  land  in  Norni^aiiiy, 
|)y  fuch  words  as  thefe :  '  Sit,  that  province  is  one 
of  the  moll  fertile  in  the  world ;  and  I  will  anfwer 
on  my  head^  that  you  may  land  in  any  part  of  it , 
you  fliall  pleafe  without  hindrance^  for  no  one  will 
thin^  of  oppoiing  you.  The  Normans  have  not 
been  accufiomed  to  the  ufe  of  arms  ;  and  all  the 
|(:nighthQpd^  that  otherwife  would  have  been  there^ 
^re  atprefent  with  the  duke  before  Aiguillon.  You 
will  find  in  Normandy  rich  towns  and  handfome 
cailles^  without  any  means  of  defence^  and  yout 
people  will  gain  wealth  enough  to  fuffice  them  for 
twenty  years  to  come.  Your  fleet  may  alfo  follow 
you,  up  the  river  Orne,  as  far  as  Caen..  I  there-n 
fore  intreat  you.  will  lilten^  and  give  belief  to  wha(|^ 
I  fay.'  .    , 

The  king^  who  at  that  time  was  in  the  flower  of 
}ii^  youths  aud  who  defired  nothing  better  than  to 
combat  his  enemies,  paid  much  attention  to  what 
lir  Godfrey  de  Harcourt,  whom  he  called  coufin^ 
had  f^id.  He  commanded  his  failors  to  jfleer  firait 
for  Nqripandy,  ^nd  ordered  the  flag  of  the  admiralj» 
the  earl  of  Warwick,  to  be  hoifted  on  board  his  (hip: 
he  took  the  lead,  as  admiral  of  the  fleet,  and  made 
for  Norniandv,  with  ^  \^ry  favourable  wind.    The 
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fleet  ancliored  near  to  the  fhores  of  Cdutaiitin*^  and 
the  king  landed  at  a  port  called  La  Hogiie  St.  Vaft. 
News  of  his  arrival  was  foon  fpread  abroad :  it  waip 
told  all  over  the  country^  that  the  Englifh  had 
landed  with  a  very  great  army.  Meffengers  were 
inftantly  difpatched  to  Paris,  to  the  king,  from  the 
towns  of  Coutantin.  He  had  already  been  informed, 
that  the  kidgdf  England  had  embarked  a  numerous 
army^  and  was  on  the  coafts  of  Normandy  and  Brit- 
tany;  but  he  was  not  fure  for  what  particular  part 
he  meant  to  make.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  heard 
the  Engliih  had  landed,  he  fent  for  his  conflable^ 
the  earl  of  Guignes,  and  the  earl  of  Tancarville, 
who  wfere  juft  come  from  Aiguillon^  and  ordered 
them  to  fet  off  dire6lly  for  Caen,  to  defend  that 
place  and  the  neighbourhood  againfl  the  Engli(h. 

They  replied,  they  would  cheerfully  do  it,  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  power,  and  left  the  king  at  Paris^ 
taking  with  them  a  number  of  men  at  arms,  whofo 
ranks  were  every  day  increafing,  and  rode  on  to 
Caen,  where  they  were  received  moft  joyfully  by 
<iie  inhabitants  and  the  good  people  of  the  country, 
•who  had  retired  thither,  with  their  effefts.  Thefe 
lerds  immediately  made  inquiries  into  the  Hate  of 
the  toi/m,  which  at  that  time  was  not  walled,  add 
ordered  arms  to  be  prepared,  to  fupply  every  one 
with  them  according  to  his  degree. 

We  will  now  return  to  the  king  of  England,  who 
had  landed  at  la.  Hogue  St.  Vaft,  not  far  from  St. 


.  *  CoatantiD^— a*diflri6t  of  Normandy^  of  which  CouUince  is 
the  capital  towo. 
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Sauvetir  le  Vicomte*,  the  inheritance  of  fir  God- 
frey de  Harcourt,  who  at  that  time  was  a  partifaa 

•f 

of  Englandf. 


CHAP.  CXX. 


THE  ILING  OF    ENGLAND    MARCHES    INTO   NORMANDY, 

«  ■ 

WITH    HIS    ARMY^    IN    THREE   BATTALIONS* 

^y  HEN  the  fleet  of  England  was  all  fafelj  ar- 
rived at  la  Hogue^  the  king  leaped.,  on  fliore 
firfl;  hut  hy  accident  he  fell^  aAd  with  fuch  violence 
that  the  hlood  gufhed  out  at  his  nofe :  the  knights 
that  were  near  him  faid^  '  Dear  fir^  let  us  intreat 
jou  to  return  to  your  Ihip^  and  not  think  of  land* 
ing  to-day^  for  this  is  an  unfortunate  omen/  The 
king  inflantly  replied^  ^  For  why  ?  I  look  upon  it 
as  very  fayourable^  and  a  fign  that  the  land  is  d^ 
firous  of  me/ 

His  people  were  much  pleafed  with  this  .anfwer. 
The  king  and  his  army  lay  that  night  upon  the 
fands.  In  the  mean  time^  they  difembarked  their« 
baggage^  armour^  and  horfes ;  and  there  was  a  coun- 
cil held^  to  confider  how  they  could  aft  moft  advanK 
tageoufly.  The  king  created  two  marfhals  of  hia^ 
army:  one  was  fir  Godfrey  deHar  court;  the  other 
• __- —  » 

*  Dioceie  of  Coiitauces.     s 

t  On  the  king's  landing  at  la  Hogue,  he^  created  the  Princt 
of  Wales  a  knight,  and,  in  consequence,  demanded  the  ufnal 
Hid  on  fuch  occa^ns,  dated  Calais^  the  nativity  of  our  Lady» 
134(). — Rymer. 
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the  earl  of  WiEU^wick :  and  be  made  tbe  earl  of 
Arundel  his  conllable.  He  ordered  the  earl  of 
Huntington  to  remain  with  his  fleets  with  a  hundred 
or  fix  fcore  men  at  arms^  and  four  hundred  archers. 
He  then  held  another  council  refpe6iing  the  order 
of  marchj  and  determined  to  divide  the  army  into 
three  battalions ;  one  of  which  Ihould  advance  on 
his  rights  following  tbe  fea-coaft^  and  another  on 
his  left;  and  he  himfelf^  with  the  prince  his  fon^ 
and  the  main  body,  in  the  centre*  Every  nighty 
the  marihars  battalion  was  to  retire  to  the  quarters 
of  the  king.  They  thus  began  their  march^  as  they 
had  refolved  upon:  thofe  who  were  on  board  tlie 
fleet  coafied  the  Ihores,  and  took  every  veflel,  great 
and  fmallj  they  met  with.  Both  the  armies  of  iea 
and  land  went  forward^  until  they  came  to  a  ftrong 
town^  called  B,arfl^ur^^  which  they  foon  gained ; 
the  inhabitants  having  furrendered  immediately,  for 
fear  of  lofing  their  lives :  but  that  did  not  prevent 
tbe  town  from  being  pillaged  and  robbed  of  gold^ 
filver,  and  every  thing  precious  that  could  be  found 
therein.  There  was  fo  much  wealthy  that  the  boys 
of  the  army  fet  no  value  on  gowns  trimmed  witit 
fur.  They  made  all  the  townfmen  quit  the  place, 
and  embarked  them  on  board  the  fleet ;  for  they 
did  not  choofe  tfaat^  after  they  had  continued  their 
march,  they  (hould  coUeB  together^  and  attack 
them. 

After  the  town  of  Barfleur  had  been  piJIaged. 
but  not  burnt,    they  fpread  themfelves  over  the 
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tountry,  near  the  fea-coaft,  where  (hey  did  what- 
ever they  pleafed,  for  there  were  none  to  oppofe 
them. 

They  advanced  until  they  cim^  to  a  confiderable 
and  wealthy  town  called  Cherbourg*,  ^hiCh  they 
burnt  and  pillaged  in  part;  but  they  could  not 
conquer  the  caftlc,  as  it  was  too  ftrong,  and  well 
garrifoned  with  men  at  arms  :  they  therefore  paffed 
OHj  and  came  before  Montebourg,  near  Valogpnes, 
vphicli  they  pillaged  and  then  fet  fire  to  it.  In  this 
manner  did  they  plunder  and  bum  a  great  maDv 
towns  in  that  country:  and  acquired  fo  much  riches 
that  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  counted 
their  wealth.  They  afterwards  marched  to  a  very 
confiderable  town,  and  well  inclofed,  called  Caren- 
lanf  J  which  had  a  ftrong  caftle,  garrifoned  by  a 
number  of  foldiers.  Thofc  lords  that  were  on 
board  the  Beet  then  difembarked  with  their  people, 
and  made  a  vigorous  attack  upon  it;  which,  when 
the  townfmcn  perceived,  feey  were  fearful  of  lofing 
(heir  own  lives,  as  well  as  thofe  of  their  wives  and 
children,  and  opened  the  gates  to  them,  in  fpitc  of 
tbe  men  at  arms  and  foldiers  that  were  within  the 
town.  They  voluntarily  offered  the  Englifli  all  they 
had,  thinking  it  beft  for  their  advantage. 

The  men  at  arms,  finding  the  inhabitants  deter- 
mined to  admit  the  Englifh,  retired  into  the  fortrefs, 
which  was  very  ftrong ;  and  the  Englilh  entered 
the  town;  but,  not  thinking  it  right  to  leave  fo 

*  Diocefe  of  Coutances. 

-f  About  thnt  leagues  from  the  Tea,  diocefc  of  Coulaaces. 
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Aroiig  d.  place  behind  theni>  for  twb  fucceffite  days 
they  kept  up  a  firong  aflault  ftgainft  the  taftle. 
Thofe  within^  not  hedring  of  any  aififiaoce  coining 
to  them^  furrendered,  on  condition  of  their  lives  and 
fortunes  being  fpar^d.  They  marched  outi  and 
withdrew  to  another  part  of  the  country. 

The  Englifli  did  what  they  pleafed  in  the  town 
and  caille;  but,  finding  that  they  coUld  not  con- 
teniently  keep  them,  they  burnt  and  deftrdyed 
both,  and  forced  the  inhabitants  to  embark  on  board 
their  fleet,  and  go'  with  them,  as  they  had  done  to 
thofe  of  Barfleur,  Cherbourg,  Montiebourg,  and 
all  the  other  towns  which  they  had  plundered  on 
the  fea-coail. 

We  will  now  return  to  the  4^xpedition  of  thfe 
king  of  England. 

As  foon  as  he  had  fent  part  6f  his  army  under 
the  command  of  the  earl  of  Warwick,  one  of  his 
marflials,  and  the  lord  Reginald  Cobham,  along 
the  fea-coaft,  as  vou  have  heard;  he  fel  out  from 
la  Hogue,  where  he  was  lodged,  under  the  guidance 
of  fir  Godfrey  de  Harcourt,  who  wis  \vell  ac- 
quainted with  every  part  of  Normandy. 

Sir  Godfrey,  as  marfliab  advanced  befor^  the 
king,  with  the  van-guard  of  five  hundred  armed 
men  and  two  thoufand  archers,  and  rode  on  for 
fix  or  feven  leagues  difi:ance  from  the  main  arthy, 
burning  and  deftroying  the  country.  They  fdimd 
it  rich  and  plentiful,  abounding  in  all  things ;  the 
barns  full  of  every  fort  of  corn,  and  the  houfes 
with  riches :.  the  inhabitants  ii  their  €afe,  having 

Vot.II.  K  cars. 
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cars,  carta,  horfes,  fwine,  fhecp,  and  every  tlii 
ill  abundance  which  the  countiy  afforded. 

Thejfeized  whatever  they  chofeof  all  thefegood 
things,  and  brought  them  to  the  king's  army;  but 
the  foidiers  did  not  give  any  account  to  their  offi- 
cers, or  to  thofe  appointed  by  the  king,  of  the  gold 
and  filver  they  took,  which  they  kept  to  themfelves. 
In  this  manner  did  fir  Godfrey,  every  day,  proceed 
on  the  left  of  the  king's  army,  and  each  night  re- 
turned, with  his  party,  to  the  place  where  he  knew 
the  king  intended  fixing  his  quarters.  Sometimes, 
when  he  found  great  plenty  of  forage  and  booty, 
he  was  two  or  three  days  before  he  returned.  Tlie 
king  therefore,  with  the  army  and  baggage,  ad- 
vanced towards  St.  Lo*,  in  Coutantin;  but,  before 
he  arrived  there,  he  took  up  his  quarters  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  to  wait  for  the  return  of  that 
part  of  his  army  which  he  had  fent  along  the  fe 
coall. 

When  they  were  comeback,  with  all  their  bo< 

»fafely  packed  in  waggons,  the  earl  of  Warwick, 
earl  of  Suffolk,  the  lord  Thomas  Holland,  and  the 
lord  Reginald  Cobham,  took  their  march,  with  their 
battalion,  on  the  right,  buroiiig  and  deftroying  the 
country  in  the  fame  way  that  fir  Godfrey  de  llar- 
^^  court  was  doing.     The  king  marched,  with  thfe 

^K  main  body,  between  thefe  two  battalions ;  and  evi 

^^L         night  they  all  encamped  together, 

L 
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CHAP.  CXXti 

Itkk   liLING   OF    FRAKCH    collects   a  LARGIS    PORCfi!^ 
TO  OPPOSE  THE  KING  OF  ENGLANb. 

^HUSi  whilft  the  Englifli  were  burning  and  de- 
firoying  great  part  of  Normandy,  the  king  of 
franco  was,  not  idle,  but  had  iffued  out  his  fum-^ 
mons  to  the  lord  John  of  Hainaulti  who  cdme  to 
him  with  a  powerful  company  of  knights  from 
Hainault  and  elfewherei  he  alfo  fent  to  erery  earl^ 
baron  and  knight  that  were  dependent  on  him^ 
iThey  obeyed  his  futnmons  in  fuch  numbers  as 
France  had  not  feen  for  a  hundred  years ;  but  as 
thofe  in  foreign  countries  were  at  great  diftances^ 
they  were  long  before  they  arrived,  and  the  king 
of  England  had  oyerrun  and  defiroyed  the  whola 
difiriSi  of  Coutantin  in  Normandy,  to  its  great  de- 
triment. 

When  king  Philip  firii  heard  of  the  deftru6lion 
the  king  of  England  was  making  in  his  realm^  he 
fworc  that  the  Englifli  (hould  never  return  without 
lis  havings  combated  with  them;  and,  that  the  mif- 
chief  they  had  done  to  his  people  (hould  be  dearly 
paid  for.     He  haftened,  therefore,  to  difpatch  his 
ktters  :  he  fent  firft  to  his  good  friends  in  the  em- 
pire, bccaufe  they  were  at  the  greateft  diftance,  and 
alfo  to  the  gallant  king  of  Bohemia,  whom  he  much 
loved,  and  to  tJhe  lord  Charles  of  Bohemia  his  fon, 
who  had  then  the  title  of  king  of  Gerrtiany,  which 
be  had  obtained,  as  was  well  known,  through  the 
influence  of  his  father  and  the  king  of  Ff  aoce,  and 
^  K2  he 
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he  had  already  quartei^ed  the  arms  of  the  empir^. 
King  Philip  intreated  af  them  to  come  fpeedily  to 
his  affiilance^  for  he  was  impatient  to  meet  the 
Eftglifli,  who  were  defpoiling  his  kingdom. 

Thefe  lords  had  no  intention  of  exculing  them* 
felvesj  but  fet  about  collefiling  a  large  body  of  men 
at  -arms^  from  Germany^  Bohemia^  and  Luxem- 
bourgj  and  came  to  the  king  of  France  with  a 
po^verful  army. 

The  king  of  France  wrote  alfo  to  the  duke  of 
Lorraine^  who  came  to  ferve  him  with  up.wards  of 
ihree  hundred  lances. 

The  earl  of  Savoy*,  the  earl  of  Saltzburgh^  the 
fearl  of  Flanders,  and  earl  William  of  Namur,  came 
alfo  to  king  Philip,  each  of  them  with  a  very  hand- 
fome  company. 

You  before  heard  the  manner  of  the  king  of 
England's  march :  the  two  marflials  on  the  right 
and  left,  and  the  king  and  prince  of  Wales  in  the 
centre.  They  advanced  by  Ihort  marches;  andt 
everyday  they  encamped  between  ten  and  twelvfe 
o'clock.  They  found  the  country  fo  abounding 
with  provifions,  that  they  had  no  need  to  feek  for 
forage,  except  wines,  of  which  there  was  a  reafon- 
able  quantity.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  the 
people  of  the  country  were  alarmed  and  frightened; 
for  they  had  never  feen  any  men  at  arms,  and 
knew  nothing  of  war  or  battles :  they  therefore 
fled  before  the  Englifh,  as  foon  as  ever  they  heard 

*  The  earl  of  Savoy  did  not  come,  as  you  will  fee  fur- 
ther  on* 

3  tlie. 
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(hey  were  comings  leaving  their  houfes  and  barns 
quite  full,  for  they  had  neither  means  nor  Art  to 
.(ave  them. 

The  king  of  England  and  prince  of  Wales  had,: 
in  their  battalion^  about  three  thoufand  men  at 
arms,  fix  thoufand  archers,  ten  thoufand  infantry^ 
without  counting  thofe  that  were  under  the  mar-' 
flials ;  and  they  marched  on  in  the  manner  I  have 
before  mentioned,  burning  and  deftroyin^  the  coun- 
try, but  without  breaking  their  line  of  battle.  They 
did  not  turn  towards  Coutances,  but  advanced  to 
St.  Lo,  in  Coutantin,  which  in  thofe  days  was  % 
very  rich  and  commercial  town,  and  worth  three 
fuch  towns  as  Coutances,  In  the  town  of  St.  Lo 
was  much  drapery,  and  many  wealthy  inhabitants: 
among  them,  you  might  count  eight  or  nine  fcore 
that  were  engaged  in  commerce. 

When  the  king  of  England  was  come  near  to 
the  tawn,  he  encamped :  he  would  not  lodge  in  it 
for  fea«^  of  fire.  He  fent,  therefore,  his  advanced 
guar4  forward,  who  foon  conquered  it,  at  a  trifling 
lofs,  and  compld;ely  plundered  it,  >  No  one  can 
imagine  the  quantity  of  jiches  they  found  in  it,  nor 
the  number  of  bales  of  cloth.  If  there  had  been 
«ny  purchafers,  they  might  have  bought  enoujgh  at 
a  very  cheap  rate. 

The  Englifli  then  advanced  towards  Caen,  which 
is  a  much  larger  town,  ftronger,  and  fuller  of  dra- 
peries and  all  other  forts  of  merchandize,  rich  citit 
zens,  noble  dames  and  damfels,  and  fine  churches. 
In  particular,  there  are  two  very  rich  iponafieries ;, 
one  dedicated  to  St.  Stephen,  and  the  other  to  the 

1^  3  Trinity, 
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Trinitjr.  Th^  caftle  is  fituated  on  one  fide  of 
tbe  town :  it  is  the  haDdfomefi  in  i^U  Normandj: 
l^nd  fir  Robert  de  BUrgny  was  governor^  with  a 
garrifon  of  three  hundred  Genoefe, 
>  In  th^  heart- of  the  town  was  the  earl- of  Eu  and 
of  Guignes^  the  confi:able  of  France^  and  the  earl 
•of  Tancarville^  with  ^  crowd  of  men  at  arms.  The 
king  rode  on  very  prudently ;  and,  having  united 
his  three  battalions^  he  took  up  his  quarters^  for 
that  nightj  in  the -fields,  two  fliort  leagues  froni 
Caen,  near  a  town  called  Eftreham*,  where  there 
is  a  haven.  He  ordered  the  earl  of  Huntington^ 
whom  he  had  made  admiral  of  his  fleets  to  fail  for 
that  place.  The  confiable  of  France,  and  the  othev 
lords  who  were  afl*embled  in  Caen,  watched  it  well 
that  night;  and^  on  the  morrow,  they  armed  them-f 
lelves,  and  all  the  inhabitants.  After  they  were 
drawn  outi  the  conilable  and  the  earl  of  Tancarville 
Ordered  that  no  one  fliould  leave  the  towii^  but 
fliould  guard  well  the  bridge^  the  gates,  and  the 
river.  They  gave  up  the  fuburbs  to  the  Englifiij, 
becaufe  they  were  not  inclofed;  and  they  thought 
they  fliould  find  fufficient  employment  to  guard  the 
town,  which  was  only  defended  by  the  river.  The 
townfmen,  however,  faid^  they  would  march  out 
into  the  pli^ins^  as  they  were  in  Aifficient  -force  to 
fight  with  the  Englifli,  When  the  confiable  per- 
ceived their  willingnefs,  he  fs|idj  '  It  fliall  be  fo 
then ;   but,  in  God's  name^  you  fliall  not  fight 


*  £flreham,r-diocefe  of  Bayeuz,  at  the  moutb  of  the  liter 
Orn^  four  league^  from  Caen. 

4   .  without 
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without  me.'  They  then  inarched  outof  the^tpwnj 
in  handfome  order^  and  made  a  ftow>  as  if  they 
would  fight  valiantly^  and  tiik  their  lives  upon  the 
event. 


CHAP.  cxxn. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  CAEN.   THE  ENGLISH  TAKE  THE 

TOWN. 

fySl  this  day  the  Englifli  rofe  very  early^  and 
made  themfelves  ready  to  march  to  Caen :  the 
king  heard  mafs  before  fun-rife^  and  af);erwards 
mounting  his  horfe^  with  the  prince  of  Wales^  and 
fir  Godfrey  de  Harcourt  (  who  was  marfhal  and  di- 
TeGtoT  of  the  army^  and  through  whofe  advice  the 
king  had  undertaken  this  expedition)  marched  for* 
ward  in  order  of  battle.  The  battalion  of  the  mar- 
ihals  led  the  van^  and  came  near  to  the  handfome 
town  of  Caen. 

When  the  townfmen^  ivho  had  taken  the  fields 
perceived  the  Englifli  advancing^  with  banners  and 
pennons  flying  in  abundance^  and  faw  thofe  archers 
whom  they  had  not  been  accuftomed  to^  they  were 
fo  frightened  that  they  betook  themfelves  to  flight, 
and-  ran  for  the  tpwn  in  great  diforder>  without  re- 
garding the  confiable  and  the  men  at  arms  who 
were  with  them.  The  Engliflipurfued  them  eagerly; 
which^  when  the  confiable  and  the  earl  of  Tancaf- 
ville  faw^  they  gained  a  gate  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bridge  in  fafety^  and  a  few  kdights  with  them^  tor 
the  Englifli  had  already  entered  the  town. 

K  4  Some 
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So^iB  knights  and  fq aires  of  the  French^  who 
fciieW  the  roi^  to  the  caftle,  made  for  it ;  and  the 
governor,  fir  Robert  de  Blargay/recerved  them 
all ;  as  the  caftle  was  very  large,  and  plentifully 
yiflualled :  thofe  were  fafp  that  could  get  there« 

The  Engliih|  jj^ho  were  after  the  runaways^  made 
great  havofc;  for  tlfiey  fpared  none.  When  the 
^onil^ble^  and  thofe  that  had  taken  refuge  w^th  ^lii^ 
^ithin  the  gate  of  the  bridge^  looked  round  them^ 
and  faw  the  great  flaughter  the  Englifli  were  makings 
for  they  gave  no  quarter^  they  began  to  fear  le^ 
they  ihould  fall  into  the  hands  of  fome  of  thole 
iMTchers^  who  would  not  know  who  they  were.  Bu^ 
ihey  perceived  a  knight  who  had  but  one  eye^  named 
fir  Thomas  Holland  (wliom  they  had  formerly 
known  in  Prullia  and  Grenada),  coming  towards 
them>  in  company  with  five  or.  fix  other  knights: 
they  called  to  him,  and  alked  if  he  would  take  them 
as  his  prifoners  B  Sir  .Thomas  and  his  company 
advanced  to  the  gate^  and,  difmounting,  afcended 
to  the  top,  with  fixteen  others,  where  he  foupd  the 
above*mentioned  knights,   and   twenty-five  mote^ 

who  furrendered  themfelves  to  fir  Thomas*, 

,    .  .-     • »     ■■•••.••  « 

Having 

*  *  But  here  whatfoever  FroifTart  doth  report  of  the 
takmg  o^*  this  to^vo,  mi  of  the  yielding  of  thefe  two,  noble- 
men, it  is  to  be  proved,  tliat  the  faid  ^arl  of  Taocarville  ym» 
taken  bv  one  furuamed  Legh,  auceflor  to  fir  Peter  Legh 
now  living;  whether  in  the  fight  or  within  the  tower  I  have 
not  to  fay :  but  for  the  taking  of  the  faid  carl,  and  for  big 
other  manlike  prowefs  fhewed  here  and  elfewhere  in  this 
journey,  kiug  Edward*  hi  recompeufe  of  his  agreeable  ifix- 

vice. 
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.^Having  left  a  fufficient  guard  oVer  tbem^  lifi 
iMunted  fats  liorfe,  rode  through  the  flreets^  and 
^prevented  many  afts  of  cruelty :  as  did  alfo  other 
knights  and  fquires,  to  whom  feveral  of  the  citizens 
jC^wed' their  lives^  and  many  a  nun  was  prote£ie4 
from  violation  by  their  interference. 

It  w^s  fortunate  for  the  Englifli^  that  it  was  ebb 
tide  in  the  river,  which  carries  large  veffels,  and 
the  vpater  very  liill,  fo  that  they  could  pafs  and  re- 
pafs  it  without  any  danger  from  the  bridge. 

Tbofe  inhabitants  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
garrets  flung  down  from  them,  in  thefe  narrow 
ftreetsj  fiones,  benches  and  whatever  they  could 
lay  hands  on;  fo  that  they  killed  and  wounded 
'  upwards  pf  five  hundred  of  the  Englifli,  which  fo 
enraged  the  king  of  England,  when  he  received  the 
reports  in  the  evening,  that  he  ordered  the  re- 
mainder of  the  inhabitants  to  be  put  to  the  fword^ 
find  the  town  hurnt. 

But  fir  Godfrey  de  Harcourt  faid  to  him  :  '  Deav 
fir,  ai^uage  fbmewhat  of  your  anger,  and  be  fatis^n 
fied  with  what  has  already  been  done.  You  havo 
a  long  journey  yet  to  make  before  you  arrive  at 
Calais,  whither  it  is  your  intention  to  go  :  and  there 
^re  in  this  town  a  great  number  of  inhabitants,  who 
will  defend  themfelves  obftinately  in  their  Louies,  if 
you  force  them  to  it :  befides^  it  will  coft  you  many 


I 

•«■«■ 


ikst^  gave  him  a  lordihip  {n  the^county  of  Che(ier,  called  Hanley, 
nvhich  th^  faid  fir  Peter  Legh  doth  now  poflefs,  as  fucceiTor  and 
iieir  to  his  auceilor,  the  forefaid  Peter  I^gh,  to  whom  it  was  fo  firft 

jiven.'-— HOLLINGSHED. 
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lives  before  the  town  can  be  defirojed,  which 
pot  a  flop  to  your  expedition  to  Calais^  and  it  wilt 
not  redound  to  jour  honour  :  therefore  be  fparing 
of  jour  men^  for  in  a  month's  time  jou  will  have 
call  for  them ;  as  it  cannot  other  wife  happen^  but 
that  jour  adrerfarj  king  Philip^  mufi  foon  come 
to  give  jou  battle^  and  jou  maj  meet  with  many 
difficulties,  afiaults  and  Ikirmi&es,  that  will  find  fuU 
eroplojment  for  the  number  of  men  jou  have^  and 
even  more,  if  we  could  get  them.  We  are  com* 
plete  mailers  of  the  town  without  any  moreflaugh- 
ter ;  and  the  inhabitants,  and  all  thej  poffefs,  are 
at  our  difpofal/ 

The  king  replied:  '  Sir  Godfrej,  jou  are  owt 
roarihal;  therefore  order  as  jou  pleafe;  for  this 
time,  we  wi(h  not  to  interfere/ 

Sir  Godfrej  then  rode  through  the  ftreets,  his 
banner  difplajed  before  him,  and  ordered,  in  the 
king's  name,  that  no  one  ihould  dare,  under  pain 
of  immediate  death,  to  infult  or  hurt  man  or  wo* 
man  of  the  town,  or  attempt  to  fet  fire  to  anj  part 
of  it. 

Several  of  the  inhabitants,  on  hearing  this  pro* 
clamation,  received  the  Englifli  into  their  houfes ; 
aad  others  opened  their  coffers  to  them,  giving  up 
their  all,  fince  thej  were  affured  of  their  lives. 
However,  there  were,  jn  fpite  of  thefe  orders^  numy 
atrocious  thefts  and  murders  committed. 

The  Englifli  continued  matters  of  the  town  for 
three  dajs :  in  this  time,  thej  adiafled  great  wealth, 
which  thej  fent  in  barges,  down  the  river  of  Eftre- 
ham,  to  St.  Sauveur, .  two  leagues  ofi*,  where  their 

fleet 
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fleet  .was.  The  ^arl  of  Huntington  made  prepara* 
tions  therefore^  with  the  two  hundred  men  at  arms 
and  his  four  hundred  archers^  to  carry  over  to 
England  their  riches  and  prifoners.  The  king  pur- 
ehaftd  from  fir  Thomas  Holland^  and  his  compa* 
ilions^  the  confiahle  of  France  and  the  earl  of  Tan- 
^anrtUe^  and  paid  down  twenty  thoufand  nohles  for 
them.* 

CHAP, 


*  As  the  reader  may  perhaps  wifh  to  fee  another  account  of 
Edward's  progrt* fs,  by  an  eye-witnefs,  I  copy  from  Robert  de 
Avefbury's  <  Hiiloria  de  mirabilibus  geftis  Edwairdi  tertii/  the  foU 
lowini?  very  curious  letter : 

l)e  Progressu  Regis  JngUts  de  Mogges  usque  Cadamum. 

'Fait  a  remenibreT,  qe  nre.  feignr.  le  Roy  &  fou.  oil  prijdrent 

terrea  Hogges  de  Seint  Vaal  le  xiime  iour  de  Juyl  &c  pr.  defkiper 

(ei  chiuaux  &  repofer  luy  6c  fez  gentz  &c  fouraer  payn  demurra 

ijljljeofqes  tanq.  a1  Maf Jy  profchein  fuaunt.  &  troua  a  les  Hogges* 

&  iiiefe  de  queuit.  viiL  auoint  chafliel  deuaunt  &  derere  les  queux 

bomoie  G&  ardre.    £t  le  Vendredy  taunt  come  k  Rk>y  demurra 

flfcuiis  geutz  alerent  a  Barflet  &  quidoient  aiier  troue  plufours  gentz 

et  trouerent  nulles  a  regard  6c  trouerent  illefqes.  ix«  niefi  oue 

dia&els  deuaunt  &  derere.  ii.  bones  Craiers,  6t  aultres  meindrea 

veflaaux  les  queux  fufrent  auxint  arz.  &  full  la  ville  auM  bone 

&.  auxi  graunde   come  la   ville  de  Sandwyche.    &  apres  qe 

If  ditz   gentz    fufrent    alez  lez  marineres    arderent    la    ville. 

4p  font  arz  plufours   des  bonnes  villes  &  manoirs  en  la  pais 

nuyron.    Et  le  MarfJy  qe  Ic  Roy  renma  il  ala  a  Valoignes 

k,  gueft   illeofqes  tout  111  nuyt    &  troua  des  vltailles  afletz. 

Et  leodemayd  reroua   un  graunt  journey  tanq.  a  pount    dou. 

qielle  ceaux  de  la  ville  de  Carentane  debruferent.  8c  le   Roy 

k  fift    refaire  mefme  la  nuyt.  &c    paiTa  lendemain   tanqe  al 

^e  ville  de  Careotaine  qe  neil'  forfq.  entor.  une  lieng  Engleii 

M  dit  pout,  la  quelle  vilje  eft  auxy  groiie  come  Leyceitre 

mi  3  troueient  vynes  &  vltailles  graunt  fbifim  k  fiift  muU 

dc 
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CHAP.  CXXIII. 

THIE;  ENGLISH  COMMIT  GRE^T  DISORDERS  IN  NOS"^ 
MANDY. — SIR  GODFREY  D£  HARCOURT  ENCOUN-. 
TERS  THE  MEN  OF  AMIENS^  ON  THEIR  WAY  TO 
PARIS^— -^AND  KING  EDWARD  MARCHES  INTO 
PICARDY. 


T17HEN  the  king  had  finiflied  his  bufinefs  ii\ 

Caen^   and   had   fent  his  fleet  to   England^ 

loaded  with  cloths^  jewels,  gol4  and  filver  plate^ 

fin4 


de  la  ville  arz  pr.  rieiis  qe  le  Roy  purroit  faire.  £t  le  Vendredy 
le  Roy  ala  &  gc^ufl  en  vilics  cainpcflres  four  une  Ryuer  qe  tuft  mal 
a  paifer  &  ccaiix  de  la  ville  de  Seint  Lee  debnlferent  le  pount  8$ 
le  Roy  le  fiil  reteare  &  pafTa  Iciidemayn  luy  &  foun  oft  fe  herberg^ 
ioynant  a  la  viHe  6c  auoient  tutz'de  la  ville  comence  dafiercet  Ifr 
^ite  ville  &  attret  a  eaux  mul^  dez  gentz  darmes  daiMMr  tenu  cUr 
mefine  la  viHe  &  fen  akreut  aiiaunt  la  venue  de  Roy.  &  Irouere&t 
^n  la  dite  ville  bien.  >11.  tonels  de  vyn  6c  des  aultres  biens  graunt 
foifou.  &c  eft  la  rille  pluis  gro0e  qe  nefl  Nichole.  £t  lendemaiir 
le  Roy  prifl  fou.  chamyn  e  geufl  a  une  abbey  &  fou.  oft  as  villes 
raitipeftres  eutour  luy.  &i  fi^hiuacherent  les  gent^del  oft  robbanta& 
deftruyantz.  v.  ou  vi.  leges  enuyron.  toutz  les  iour  &c  arderent  en 
plufours  lieuaL.  £t  la  lundy  le  Roy  remua  &  fe  herbergaa  viUes 
campeftres  &  le  Marfdy  auxiut.  £t  le  Mefqcrdy  paf  temps  vient 
deuaunt  la  ville  de  Caame  a  lioure  df  none  &  auoit  i^nelx  qe 
graunt  foifou.  dez  gentz  dannez  fiifrent  deinz  la  ville,  &;•  ie  Roy 
fift  arraier  fes  batailles  beals  &  groftes.  6c  mi^unda  afcuils  gentz  a 
la  ville  des  veer  &  troueront  le'  chafti^l  beal  6c  fort  6c  leinz  fuft: 
leuefqe .  de  Baions  chiualers  6c  genu  darmes  q.  le  teiguent.  Et 
cele  partie  de  la  ^awe  eft  la  ville  mult  biele  6c  mult  groire.&  al 
line  bout  de  la  ville  eft  une  abbey  ft  noble  come  il  poet  eftre 
Q\i  \ViUi|flin  le  Cpnqiieror  gift.  6c  c^^ferme  ^es  mureif  6c  toiJ^r% 
*'  '    batailles 


m 

Uid  a  quantity  of  otlier  riches^  and  upwards  of  fixtjr 
knightd^  with  three  hundred  able  citizens,  prifoners ; 
he  then  left  his  quarters  and  continued  his  march 

as 


batailles  grauntz  &  fortz.  en  quelle  abbey  nulle  homme  neiloit. 
£t  al  aultre  bout  de  la  ville  un  aultre  noble  abbey  dea  dames.  &c 
mil  homme  ne  fufl  demurraunt  as  ditz  abbeies  ne  en  la  ville  de 
cele  part  eawe  forfqe  en  le  chaftiel,  &  les  gentz  de  la  ville  fufrent 
trabez  en  la  ville  del  aultre  part  del  eawe.  ou  ie  ConHalile  de 
Fraunce  eHoit.  et  le  phamberlayn  de  Tankeruyle  qeft  un  mult 
graunt  feignr.  6c  plufours  gentz  a  la  mountance  de-  d.  ou  DC  ^ 
la  comune  de  la  ville.  &  noz  gentz  del  oil  fdunz  afl*ent  &  faunz 
arraie  aflaillerent  le  i>ount  qe  full  mult  bien  afforce  des  Bretages  8c 
tiarrer  6c  auoient  mult  affeare  &c  les  Fraunceys  dcfcnderent  le  dit 
p<mnt  fbrtmeut.  &  a  eaux  porteront  mult  bien  deuaunt  qil 
|H>et  eHre  pris  four  eaux.  &c  adonqes  fufrent  pris  les  ditz 
ConAable  and  Cliamberlain  &c  al  mountance  de  cent,  cbiualers* 

XX  XX 

etdesefquiers  VI.  ou.  vii.  et  mortz  chiualers,  efquiers,  &  aultre« 
gentz  de  la  ville  graunt  foifon.  en  les  rues  mefons,  &  es  gardeins 
Ijomme  ne  poet  mye  fauoir  quelle  nombre  des  gentz  de  bien  purceo 
qib  fufrent  tantoll  defpoiliez  qe  homme  ne  les  purroit  conuflre. 
Et  nol  ge&tilhomme  mort  de  noz  forfq.  une  efqiiier  qe  full  blefte 
&  monift.  II.  iours  aprcs.  £t  fufrent  troue  en  la  ville  vines^ 
fitaUles  3c  aultres  biens,  &  chateaux  faunz  nombre,  &  eil  la  vill« 
plus  grofle  q.  nuUe  ville  Dengleterre  horfpri^  Loundrcs.  £t  quaunt 
le  Roy  fe  remiiia  de  les  Hogges  eutor.  cc.  de  niefs  demurrereBt4eaL 
^eux  alerent  a  Rolhemaire  &c  alerent  &  arderent  la  paif« 
t{.  lieges  ou.  in.  deinz  la  terre  &c  priilerent  plufours  biens 
k  amefnerent  a  lours  niefs.  &  iiliat  alerent  puis  a  Cherfourgh 
ou  if'  y  aad  une  bone  ville  &c  fort  chaftiel  6c  une  beal  abbeie 
&  noble  6c  ount  arz  la  dite  ville  6c  labbeie.  6c  tount  ount  ars 
par  tontz    les    eoiles    for.    la  ihear  de  Rothemafle    tanq.  a 

XX 

Itoilrein    for.  la  hauene    de  Caame    qainounte   a.  vi.    lieges 
dUgleis  &  ell  li  nombre  des  niefs  qils  ount  ars.  LXI.  de  guerre 

od 


1** 

Iks  before,  his  two  narihals  oh  his  righi  and  leflir 
burning  and  deftrbying  all  the  flat  country* 

He  took  the  road  to  Evreux^,  but  found  he 
could  not  gain  any  thing  there^  as  it  was  well  for- 
tified. He  went  on  towards  another  town  called 
Louvieref,  which  was  in  Normandy,  and  where 
there  were  many  manufa6lories  of  cloth  :^  it  wan 
rich  and  commercial. 

The  Englifli  won  it  eafily,  as  it  was  not  inclof^dj 
and  having  entered  the  town,  it  was  plundered  with* 
out  oppofition.    They  collefted  much  wealth  thwre  i 
and,  after  they  had  done  what  they  pleafed^  they 
marched  on  into  the  county  of  Evreux,  where  they 
'burnt  every  thing  except  the  fortified  townn  ao4 
cafi;les^  which  the  king  left  unattacked^  as  he  was 
defirous  of  fparing  his  men  and  artillery.  He  there-"' 
fore  made  for  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  in  his  ap- 
proach to  Rouen,  where  there  were  plenty  of  men 
at  arras  from  Normandy,  under  the  command  of 
the  earl  of  Harcourt,  brother  to  fir  Godfrey,  and 
tl^e  earl  of  Dreux. 


od  cbaffiel  deuaunt  &  derere  k.  xxiii.  craiers  faunz  aultres 
meindres  vefleaux  plufonrs  de.  xxi.  come  de  xxx.  tonels  de  yyou. 
£t  le  Jeofdy  apres  celo  qle  Roy  fuft  venuz  deuaunt  Caame  ceaiix 
de  la  Citee'  de  Bions  demaundrent  a  nre.  feignr.  le  Roy  c(U$  ie 
yoadroient  rendre  a  luy  eaux  &  lour  ville  &  luy  iaire  homage 
meas  il  ne  lez  voleit  refceure  pr.  afcuns  enchefouns  &  tanq.  le» 
purreit  faluer  de  damage/ 

*  An  ancient  town  in  Normandy,  and  a  biihoprick,  twenty-eight 
leagues  from  Caen. 

t  Louviers,«— in  the  dioccfe  of  Evreux.  It  ftill  maintains  its 
celebrity  for  the  goodnefs  of  its  cloths* 

The 
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TheEogHfli  did  not  inarch  dire6i  towards  Rdueif^ 
but  went  to  Gifors^^  which  has  a.ftrpng  cafile»  and 
burnt  the  town.  After  this,  they  deftroyed  Ver- 
nouf ,  and  all  the  country  between  Rouen  and  Ppnlt 
de  TArche;];:  they  then  came  to  Mante^  and 
Meulan)|,  which  they  treated  in  the  fame  manner^ 
and  ravaged  all  the  country  round  about.  They 
pafled  by  the  ftrong  caflle  of  RouUeboifef,  and 
every  where  found  the  bridges  on  the  Seine  brokm 
idovm.  They  puihed  forward  until  they  came  to 
Poiffy**,  where  the  bridge  was  alfo  deflroyed;  but 
the  beams  and  other  parts  of  it  were  lying  in  the 
river.  The  king  remained  here  five  days,  whilft 
ihey  were  repairing  the  bridge,,  fo  that  his  armj 
might  pafs  over  without  danger. 

His  marihals  advanced  very  near  to  Paris,  and 
T>umt  St.  Germain  en  Layef  f ,  la  MontjoieJJ,  St 
doUd$$^  Boulogne  near  Paris^  and  Boui^  la 
Heinell  |{.  The  Parifians  were  much  alarmed^  for 
Paris  at  that  time  was  not  inclofed- 

*I>iocefeof  Rouen,  fourteen  leagues  from  Roueii* 
'tl^oc^^c  of  Evreux,  thirteen  leagues  from  Rouen. 
I  Diocefe  of  Evreux,  four  leagues  from  Rouen. 
§  In  the  Ille  of  France/  dioceie  of  Chartres,  nineteen  kagnet 
fiom  Rouen. 

'  I  In  the  lile  of  France,  ten  leagues  from  Paris,  tweety-thme 
'  fittB  Rouen. 

f  A  village  in  Normandy,  eledion  of  Chaumout. 
**  In  the  file  of  France,  feven  leagues  from  Paris. 
tt  In  the  Ifle  of  France,  five  leagues  from  Paris. 
Jl  Q.  if  not  Montjoye  St.  Denis. 
\\  lile  of  France,  two  leagues  from  Paris. 
Ille  of  France,  one  league^from  Paris. 

Kii^ 


• 

King  Philip^  upon  this^  began  to  fiii^^  and^  hating 
•rdered  all  the  pent  houfes  in  Paris  to  be  pulled 
down^  went  to  St.  Denis*,  where  he  faund  ih6 
king  of  Bohemia^  the  lord  John  of  Hainault,  the 
duke  of  Lorraine,  the  carl  of  Flanders,  the, earl  of 
Blois,  and  great  multitudes  of  barons  and  knights, 
ready  to  receive  him.  When  the  Parilians  learnt 
that  the  king  was  on  the  point  of  quitting  Paris, 
they  came  to  him,  and,  falling  on  their  knees,  faid, 
^  Ah,  fire,  atid  noble  king,  what  are  you  about  to 
do?  to  leave  your  fine  city  of  Paris  ?'  The  king 
replied  :  '  My  good  people,  do  not  be  afraid:  the 
Bnglifii  will  not  approach  you  nearer  than  th^ 
have  done/  He  thus  fpoke  in  anfwer  to  what  the)r 
had  faid,  that  ^  our  enemies  are  only  two  leagues 
off:  as  foon  as  they  fliall  know  you  have  quitted  us 
they  will  come  hither  dire6lly ;  and  we  are  not  able 
to  r^fifi;  them  ourfelves,  nor  ihall  we  find  any  to 
defend  us.  Have  the  kindnefs,  therefore,  fire,  to 
remain  in  your  good  city  of  Paris>  to  take  care  of 
us/  The  king  replied  r  ^  I  am  going  to  St.  Depis, 
lo  my  army  ;  for  I  am  impatient  to  purftie  the 
Englifli,  and  am  refolved  to  fight  with  them  at  all 
events/ 

The  king  of  England  remained  at  the  nunnery 
in  Poifly  to  the  middle  of  Auguil,  and  celebrated 
there  the  feafl;  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  He  fat  at  tabte 
in  his  fcarlet  robes  without  fleeves,  trimmed  with 
furs  and  ermines.  He  after v^ards  took  the  field,  and 
his  army  marched  as  before  :  fir  Godfrey  de  Har- 


*  Ifle  of  Fiaace,  two  leagues  from  Paris. 

court 
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•  • 

ionri,  one  of  his  matOials^  had  the  commiiid  of  thd 
Tan-guard^  .with  five  hundred  men  at  arms^  and 
about  thirteen  hundred  archers:  By  accident;  hq 
fell  in  with  a  larg-e  party  of  the  citizens  of  Amieut 
00  liorfcback^  A^'ho  were  going  to  king  Philip  at 
Pmis,  in  obedience  to  his  fummons.  He,  imrne* 
diatelj  attacked  them  with  thofe  under  his  com- 
maod;  but  they  made  a  good  defence,  as  tHef  were 
yery  numerous  and  well  armed,  and  had  four  knights 
from  Amiens  with  them.  This  engagement  iafled 
a  long  time,  and  many  were  ilain  at  the  onfet  ;r  bMj 
Atlafi  thofe  from  Amiens  were  overthrown>  kiUM 
or  taken  prifoners. 

The  Englifh  feized  all  their  baggage  and  aclhs, 
•and  found  many  valuables  ;  for  they  wei'e  going  to 
iht  king  excellently  Well  equipped,  and  had  but  juil 
quitted  their  city*  Twelve  hundred  were  left  dead 
on  the  fpot. 

,    The  king  of  England   entered  the  coiintry  of 

•  Beauvais,  deftrpying  all  the  flat  country,  and  took 

.up  his  quarters  in  a  rich  abbey  called  St:  Meflieri^ 

near  to  Beauvais^*  where  he   lodged  one  nighf. 

The  morrow  as  he  was  on  his  marchi  he  by  chance 

-  turned  his  head  round,  and  faw  the  abbey  all  in 

-  flames  t  upon  which  he  infl:antly  ordered  twenty  of 
'  thofe  who  had  fet  Are  to  it  to  be  hung,  as  he  had 

^-mofl;  fl;ri6ily  forbidden^  that  any  church^  fliould  be 
violated,  or  monaftery  fet  on  fire.  H[e  pafled  near 
Beauvais  without  attacking  it,  for  he  was  anxious  to 

-  be  as  careful  of  his  men  and  artillery  as  poflible,.ai>d 

——  1        .  ■    - .     —  —  —  ■  ■■  -     -J--  — 

*  A  city  iu  the  ide  of  France,  iixteeu  leagues  from  Paris. 
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took  up  his  quarters  at  a  fmall  town  called  Milly;^ 
The  two  marfiials  paHed  fo  near  to  Beauvais,  i 
they  advanced  to  attack  it  and  fltirmifli  with  t 
townfmen  at  the  barriers,  and  divided  their  ford 
into  three  battalions;  this  attack  tailed  until  l 
afternoon  ;  for  the  town  was  well  forti6ed  and  pn 
vided  with  every  thing;,  and  the  bifliop  was 
there,  whofe  exertions  were  of  more  fervice 
tbofe  of  ail  the  reft.  When  the  Engiifli  found  t 
could  not  gain  any  thiiig,  they  fet  6re  to  the 
fliburbs,  which  they  burnt  quite  clofe  to  the  gates 
of  the  towDj  and  then  came,  towards  evening,  to 
where  the  king  was. 

The  next  day.  the  king  and  his  whole  army 
marched  forward,  bumingand  walling  all  the  coun* 
try  as  they  went,  and  lay  that  night  at  a  village 
called  Grandvillier.  On  the  morrow,  he  pafled 
near  to  Argis:  his  fcouts  not  finding  any  one  to 
-guard  the  caflle,  he  attacked  and  burnt  it,  and» 
palling  on,  detlroyed  the  country,  and  came  to 
Poix.fwhich  was  a  handfome  town  vrith  two  caftlea. 
The  lords  of  both  were  abfciit;  and  no  one  was 
there  but  two  handfome  daughters  of  the  lord  of 
Poix,  whowouldhavebeenfoon  violated,  if  two  Eog- 
lifb  knights,  fir  John  Chandoi)  and  lord  Baffet,  had 
not  defended  them.  In  order  more  elfectuallji  to 
guard  them,  they  brought  them  to  the  king,  who,  ai 
in  honor  bound,  entertained  them  moll  graciouffy  : 
he  inquired, 'whither  they  would  wifti  to  go?  thtjr 


"  A  towu  in  Ihe  diocefi;  of  Beativais. 
t  Poix — a  town  in  Picardy,  fw  lengue: 


frsin  Auiieits. 

anfwen 
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^BltKred,  To  Corbie'* ;  t«  which  place  ther  wefo 
8Qndu£led  in  fafety.  Tbe  king  of  England  lay  that 
sight  in  the  town  of  Poix. 

The  inhabitants  of  Poix,  aa  well  as  thofe  of 
the  caftles,  had  a  conference  with  the  marihals  of 
the  army,  in  order  to  fave  the  town  from  being 
plundered  and  burnt.  They  offered  to  pay,  as  a 
ranfoni,  a  certain  nuniber  of  florins  the  enfuing 
day,  as  foon  as  the  army  Ihould  have  marched  off. 
On  the  morrow  morning,  the  king  and  army  de- 
parted,  except  fome  few,  who  remained  behind, 
by  orders  of  the  marihals,  to  receive  the  ranfom 
from  the  townfmen. 

When  the  inhabitants  were  affembled  together, 
and  confidered  the  Ihiall  number  of  the  Englifh  who 
were  left  with  them,  they  refolved  to  pay  nothing, 
told  them  fo,  and  direfilly  fell  upon  them.  The 
Englilh  defended  themfelvcs  gallantly,  and  fent  after 
tbe  army  for  fuccour.  When  lord  Reginald  Cqb- 
ham  and  fir  Thomas  Holland,  who  commanded  the 
rear-guard,  were  told  of  this,  they  cried  out, '  TreaT 
fon  !  treafon  !'  and  returned  back  to  Poix,  where 
they  found  their  countrymen  ftill  engaged  with  the 
townfmen.  Almoft  all  the  inhabitants  were  Hain, 
the  town  was  burnt,  and  the  two  caftles  razed  to 
the  ground.  The  Englifli  then  followed  the  king's 
armv,  which  was  arrived  at  Airaines,f  where  h^ 
had  ordered  the  troops  to  hilt,  and  to  quarter  tbem^ 
felves  for  that  pight,  ftri&lly  commanding,  under 
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'  Corbie,— a  town  in  Picardv,  four  leagues  from  Amieus. 
t  A  lovra  it)  Picardy,  four  leagues  tram  Auufd*. 
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pain  of  death/  that  no  harm  fliould  be  doAe  to  ihB 
town  or  inhabitants^  by  theft  or  other  wife;  fdr  hd 
wilhed  to  remain  there  A  day  or  two^  in  order  M 
gain  information  where  he  could  beft  crofs  the  river 
Somme^  which  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  doing*, 
^  you  will  Ihortly  hear. 


^h 


CHAP.  CXXIV. 

•  - 

THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  PURSUES  THE  &ING  OF  SMC* 
LAND,  IN  THE  COUNTRY  OF  BEAUVAIS. 

T  WISH  now  to  return  to  king  Philip,  whom  we 
left  at  St.  Denis  with  his  army,  which  was  in- 
creafing  every  day.  He  marched  dff  with,  it,  and 
puihed  forward  until  he  came  to  Coppigny  les 
tJuifcs,  %vliich  is  three  leagues  diftant  from  Ainiens^ 
where  he  halted.- 

'  The  king  of  England,  who  was  ftill  at  Airainesj 
was  much  cmbarrafTed  how  to  crofs  the  Somme^ 
which  was  wide  and  deep,  as  all  the  bridges  had! 
been  broken  down,  and  their  fituations  were  well 
guarded  by  men  at  arms.  The  two  marfhals,  at 
the  rfequeil  of  the  king,  followed  the  courfe  of  the 
river,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  find  a  paflage  for  tha 
army :  they  had  with  them  a  thoufand  men  at  arm^ 
and  two  thoufand  archers. 

They  pafled   by  Lomprc,*   and  came  to   Pont 
de  Rcmy^t  which  they  found  defended  by  numbers 


*  Lprnpr^-Gorps-SaiBts,  a  fmail  towu  in  Picardv. 

'  '  I  the  eleftipn  of  Abbeville.  .a. 

-    .  of 


149 

I 

a|jk]|ii|;lit8^.  fquires  and  people<xf  the  country.  The 
{ingljii^.difmouDted^  and  attacked  the  French  fron£) 
the  very  dawn  of  the  morning  until  near  ten  o'clock  :> 
\mi  the  bridge  was  fo  well  fortified  and  guardjsd* 
that  tliey  could  not  gain  any  thing ;   fo  they  departrJ 
ed,  and  went  to  a  large  town  called  Fontaines  furj 
iSomine^>    which  they  completely  plundered   and' 
'burnt^  as  it  was  quitje  open.     They  .next,  came  to, 
smother,  tpwn^    called  Lo/ig;.  in  Ponthieu;t    but' 
Alley  i^uld  not  gain  the  bridge^  fo  well  was   it. 
guarded.  ■  r 

.  They  tlwi  rpde  on  to  Pecquigny,J  but  foundt 
tUhie  town^  cafile  and  bridge^  fo  well  garrifoned  that" 
it  was  impoffible  to  pafs.  > 

In  this  manner  had  the  king  of  France  ordered 
9II  the  bridges  and  fords  of  the  river  Somme  to  be 
guarded^  to  prevent  the  king  of  England  from  croff-.- 
ing  it  with  his  array ;  for  he  was  refolved  to  force 
them  to  fight  whei)  he  fliould  fee.the  n^pft  favour*' 
abl^  oppojrtunity,  or  elfe  to  ftarve  them,  !" 

"  The  two  marihals^  having  thus  in  vain  followed 
the  courfe  of  the  Somme,  returned  to  the  king  of 
England,  and  related  to  him  that  th«y  were  un^bl^ 
to  find  a  pafiage  any  where. 

That  fame  evening,  the  king  ^of  France  took  up 
his  quarters  at  Amiens,  with  upwards  of  one  hun*^ 
dred  thoufand  men. 
■ — •  ■   >       ■■   '        '     ■     ■  .    .  '  " 

•  *  In  Picardy, 

t  A  ferfile  diflrid  of  Pic^rdy,  between  the  rivers  Somme  and 
Canctee.  '  \  ..,'.'  '^       ' 

I  A  town  m' Pi<krdy,  on' the  $K)mnie>  three  lea^i^s  from 
Amie*.  •    ■    •    ^      ■'•  '  " 

hS  The 
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Ered  many  prifoners,  whom  his  people  had  made 
the  didricts  of   Pontbieu  aod  VimeUj  to  be 
brought  before  him. 

The  king,  moft  courtemifly,  afked,  '  if  Any  of 
pern  koew  a  ford  below  Abbeville,  where  he  uid 

I  army  could  pafs  without  danger  ;'  and  added, 
^Whoever  will  (hew  us  fuch  a  ford  (hall  have  his 
liberty',  and  that  of  an;  twenty  of  his  fellow  fol- 
diers  whom  he  may  with  to  felc6l.'  There  wa» 
among  them,  a  common  fellow  whofe  name  was 
Gobin  Agace,  who  aniwered  the  king,  and  faid, 
'  Sir,  I  promife  you,  under  peril  of  my  life,  that  I 
will  condu6l  you  to  fuch  aplace,  whereyou  and  your 
whole  army  may  pafs  the  river  Somme  without  any 
ri(k.  There  are  certain  fordable  places  where  you 
may  pafs  twelve  men  a-breast  twice  in  the  day,  and 
not  have  water  above  your  knees ;  but  when  the 
tide  is  in,  the  river  is  full  and  deep,  and  no  one 
cap  crofs  it :  when  the  tide  is  out,  the  river  is  fo 
Ipw  that  it  may  be  paiTed,  on  horfeback  or  oa  foot, 
without  danger.  The  bottom  of  this  ford  is  very 
bard,  of  gravel  atid  white  (lones,  over  which  all 
yoMr  carriages  may  fafeiy  pafs,  and  from  tbence  ii 
cdled  Blanchetaque.  You  mufi  therefore  fet  out 
early,  fo  at  to  be  at  the  ford  before  fun-rife.' 
'  jPriend,'  replied  the  king,  '  if  I  find  what  thou 
ImmI  juA  faid  to  be  true,  1  will  give  ttiee  and  all  thy 
companions  their  liberty  ;  and  I  will  befidei  make 
thee  aprefent  of  a  hundred  nobles.' 

The  king  gave  orderafor  every  one  to  be  ready 
to  march  at  the  firfi  fuund  of  bis  trumpet,  and  to 
proceed  forward. 

L4  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  OXXV. 

THE   BATTLE -OP   BLANCHETAQUE,    BETWEEN    TttE 
•KING  OF  ENGLAND  AND  SIR  GODEMAU  DU  FAY.       ^ 

rFHE  king  of,  England  did  not  fleep  much  that 
nighty  but^  riling  at  midnight,  ordered  his 
trumpet  to  found.  Very  foon  every  thing  wtis  rea- 
dy;  and,  the  baggage  being  loaded,  they  fet  out., 
from  the  town  of  Oifemont  .about  day-break,  and 
rode  on,  under  the  guidance  of  Gobin  Agace,  un- 
til they  came  to  the  ford  of  Blanchetaque,  about 
fun-rife  :  but  the  tide  was  at  that  time  fo  full^  they 
could  not  crofs.  The  king,  however,  determined 
td  wait  there  for  thofe  of  his  army  who  were  not 
yet  come  up ;  and  he  remained  until  after  ten 
o'clock,  when  the  tide  was  gone  out. 

The  king  of  France,  who  had  his  fcouts  all  over 
the  country,  was  informed  of  the  fitiiation  of  the 
king  of  England :  he  imagined  he  fliould  be  aible 
to  Ihut  hirn  up  between  Abbeville  and  the  Somme^ 
and  thus  take  him  prifoner,  or  force  him  to  fight  at 
a  difad vantage.     From  the  time  of  his  arrival  at 
Amiens,  he  had  ordered  a  great  baron  of  Norman- 
dy,  called  fir  Godemar  du  Fay,  to  guard  this  ford 
of  Blanchetaque,  which  the  Englifh  mufl;  crofs,  and 
po  where  elfe.     Sir  Godemar  had  fct  out,  in  obedi- 
ence to  this  order,  and  had  with  him,  in  the  whole, 
one  thoufand  men  at  arms  and  fix  thoufand  foot 

/ 

with  the  Genoefe.     He  hafid  pafled  St.  Ricquier*  in 

■  ■       ■       '^  • — '  ^-  ■-  '^ '  ■  ■     ■     ■■    "  ■•      ■■  ■         ■    ■  *    ■*■  I 

*  5t.  Ricquier, — two  leagues  and  a  half  from  Abbeville. 

t    .  Ponthieu. 
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PonthieUj  and  from  thence  came  to  Crotoy^r^here 
this  ford  wu :  he  had  colle£ied^  in  his  march^  great 
liumbers  of  the  country  people.  The  townfmen  pf 
Abbeville  had  alfo  accompanied  him^  excellently 
wdl  appointed :  they  had  arrived  at  the  paflage  be* 
fore  the  Englilh.  There  were,  in  all,  fully  twelve 
thoufand  ipen:  among  them  were  two  thoufand 
who  h^'d- jackets^  refembling  waggoner's  frocks, 
c^ll^d  torviquiaux. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Englifh  army,  fir  Godemar 
durFay  drew  up  his  men  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
^0  defend  and  guard  the  ford. 

The  king  of  England,  however,  did  not  for  this 
give  up  his  intention  of  croffing;  but,  as  foon  as 
the  tide  was  fuflSiciently.gone  out,  he  ordered  his 
marlhals  to  daih  into  thjs  water,  in  the  n^mes  of 
God  and  St.  Qeorge.  The  moft  doughty  ^nd  the 
bell  mounted  leaped  in  firfl;  and,  in  the  rivpr,  th^ 
X  engagement  began :  many  on  both  fides  were  un«- 
horfed  into  the  water :  there  were  fome  knights  and 
fquires,  from  Artois  and  Picp-rdy,  in  the  pay  of  fif 
Godemar,  who,  in  hopes  of  preferment,  and  to  aci- 
quir6  honor^  had  polled  themfelves  at  this  ford, 
and  they  appeared  to  be  equally  fond  of  tilting  in 
the  water  as  upon  dry  land. 

The  French  were  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  near 
the  narrow  pafs  leading  to  the  ford ;  and  the  Eng^ 
lilh  were  much  annoyed  by  them  as  they  came  oqt 
pf  the  water  to  gain  the  land ;  for  there  were  ^mong 


*  A  town  in  Pkardy,  at  th^  mouth  of  the  Somme^  oppofite 
CoStVakry.   ^ 
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ttMm  Genoei^  crofi^bowmen  who  did  tbtm  mti^ 
toifcbief.  On  the  oiher  band>  tlie  Englifli  ftreher^ 
(hot  fo  well  together  thtt  they  forced  the  men  st 
arms  to  give  way^  At  this  ford  of  Blanehetsqte 
many  gallant  feats  of  arms  were  perfprmed  oa  each 
fide:  but^  in  the  end,  the  Englifli  crofled  ovefi  and> 
as  they  cade  on  Ihore^  hafiened  to  the  fields.  After 
the  king,  the  princCi'^and  the  other  lords  had  crofledj 
the  French  did  not  long  keep  in  the  order  they 
were  in,  but  ran  off  for  the  fafteft. 

When  fir  God^mar  du  Fay  found  his  army  vmB 
difcomfited^  he  favied  himfelf  as  quickly  as  he  eoaM, 
and  many  with  him ;  fome  making  for  Abbeville, 
others  for  St.  Ricquier. 

The  infantry,  however,  eould  not  efcape ;  and 
there  were  nAmbers  of  thofe  from  Abbeville^  Arras, 
Montreuil  and  St.  Ricquier,  fiain  or  taken  prifoners: 
the  purfuit  lafied  more  than  a  league. 

The  Englifli  had  fearcely  gained  the  oppofitt 
bank^  when  fome  of  the  light  horfe  of  the  Freaeli 
nrmy,  particularly  thofe  belonging  to  the  king  lof 
Bohemin  and  fir  John  of  Hainault,  advanced  upon 
the  rear,  took  from  them  fome  horfes  and  accputre^ 
ments,  and  flew  feveral  on  the  bank  who  vreKt  luik 
in  crofling. 

The  king  of  France  had  fet  out  from  Airalnes 
that  morning,  thinking  to  find  the  Englifli  on  the 
banks  of  the  Somme :  when  news  was  brought  to 
him  of  the  defeat  of  fir  GodeiiMr  and  his  «rmy> 
he  immediately  halted,  and  demanded  from  bis 
mar flials,  what  was  to  be  done :  ^  they  wfwf  red, 
^  You  can  .only  crofs  th«  river  by  the  bjridge  of 

Abbeville, 
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Sibevillf,  for  tbe  tide  is  now  in  at  BUnchetaque.* 
"te  king  of  France  therefore  returned   back,  and 
*k  up  his  quarters  at  Abbeville. 
^  The  king  of  England,  wlieo  he  had  crofl*ed  the 

nme,  gave  thanks  to  God  for  it,  and  began  hil 
^rch  ia  the  fame  order  as  he  had  done  before. 
He  called  to  him  Gobin  Agace,  gave  him  his  free- 
Bun  ■without  ranfom,  as  well  as  that  of  his  conipa- 
^ons,  and  ordered  the  hundred  nobles  of  gold  to 
e  given  hira,  and  alfo  a  good  horfe.  The  king 
Xkntinued  his  march,  thinking  to  take  up  his  quar- 
ters at  a  good  and  large  town  called  Noyelle*, 
fituated  hard  by ;  but  M'hen  he  was  informed  that 
it  belonged  to  the  countefs  d'Aumarlc,  fifter  to  the 
late  lord  Robert  d'Artois,  he  fent  to  affure  the  in- 
habitants, as  well  as  all  the  farmers  belonging  to 
her,  that  they  (hould  not  be  hurt.  He  marched 
further  on ;  but  his  two  marthals  rode  to  Crotoj^ 
Bear  the  fea ;  they  took  the  town,  and  burnt  it. 
Ib  the  harbour  they  found  many  fliips,  and  other 
TefTels,  laden  with  wines,  from  Poitou,  Saintonge 
and  la  Rochelle  :  they  ordered  the  b'jfl  to  be  car- 
ried  to  the  EngHlh  army  :  then  one  of  the  marflials 
puDied  forward,  even  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Abbe- 
ville, and  returned  by  St.  Ricquicr,  followiug  the 
fta-fliore  to  the  town  of  St.  Efprit  de  Rnef. 

Thefe  two  battalions  of  the  marOiala  came,  on  a 
Friday  in  the  afternoon,  to  where  the  king  was ; 
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Government  of  MonTreuil. 
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mud  they-  fixed  tlieir  quarters,  all  three  together, 
near  Crecy  in  Ponthieu, 

The  king  of  England,  who  had  been  informed 
that  the  king  of  France  was  following  him,  in 
order  to  give  him  battle,  faid  to  his  people  ;  '  Let 
us  poft  ourfelves  here  ;  for  we  will  not  go  farther, 
before  we  have  feen  our  enemies.  I  have  good 
reafon  to  wait  for  them  on  this  fpot ;  as  I  am  now 
upon  the  lawful  inheritance  of  my  lady-mother, 
which  was  given  her  as  her  marriage-portipn ;  and 
I  am  rcfolvcd  to  defend  it  againfi  my  adverfary, 
Philippe  dc  Valois/ 

On  account  of  his  not  having  more  than  an 
eighth  part  of  the  forces  which  the  king  of  France 
had,  his  marihals  fixed  upon  the  mod  advantageous 
Atumtipn ;  and  the  army  went  and  took  poflei^ion 
of  it.  He  then  fent  his  fcouts  towards  Abbeville, 
to  learn  if  the  king  of  France  meant  to  take  the 
field  this  Friday;  but  they  returned,  and  faid  they 
faw  no  appearance  of  it;  upon  which,  he  difmifle^ 
his  men  to  their  quarters,  with  orders  to  be  in  rear 
dinefs  by  times  in  the  morning,  and  to  alfemble  ia 
^he  fame  place.  -.. 

"Fhe  king  of  France  remained  all  Friday  in  Abbcr 
yille,  waiting  for  more  troops,  He  fent  his  mar^ 
fhals,  the  lord  of  St.  Venant  and  lord  Charles  of 
Montmorency,  out  of  Abbeville,  to  examine  the 
country,  and  get  fome  certain  intelligence  of  the 
Englilh.  They  retuyn^^j  about  yefpers,  wlthju^ 
formation  that  the  Engliih  were  encamped  on  the 

plain.  -  ,.  •'. 

♦     -.J  ■  .  *      ■ 
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•^Tbat  ttight,  the  king  of  Franjpe  entertained  at 
fiipper^  in  Abbeville^  all  the  princes  and  chief  lords. 
There' was  much  converfation  relative  to  war ;  andb 
the  king  intreated  them,  after  fupper,  that  they 
would  always  remain  in  friendfliip  with  each  other; 
that  they  wotfld  be  friends  without  jealoufy,  and 
courteous  without  pride.  The  king  was  still  ex- 
pe6i:ing  ihe  earl  of  Savovj,  who  ought  to  have  been 
there  with  a  thoufand  lances,  as  he  had  been  well 
paid  for  them  at  Troyes  in  Champaign,  thre^ 
months  in  advance. 


CHAP.  CXXVL 


THE  ORDER  OF  BATTLE  OF  THE  ENGLISH   AT   CRECY, 
•    WHO    WERE    DRAWN    UP     IN    THREE    BATTALIONS 
ON    FOOT. 

'PHE  king  of  England^  as  I  have  mentioned  be- 
fore, encamped  this  Friday  in  the  plain ;  for 
he  found  the  country  abounding  in  provifions;  but, 
if  they  ihould  have  failed,  he  had  plenty  in  the  car- 
riages which  attended  on  him.    The  army  fet  about 
furbiihing  and  repairing  their  armour ;    and  the 
king  gave  a  fupper,  that  evening,  to  the  earls  and 
barons  of  his  army,  where  they  made  good  cheer* 
On  their  taking  leave,  the  king 'remained  alone, 
with  the  lords  of  his  bed-chamber  :  he  retired  into 
his  oratdry,  and,  falling  on  his  knees  before  the 
altar,  prayed  to  God,,  that,  if  he  fliould  combat  his 
enemies  on  the  inorrow,  he  might  come  off  with 
bouor.     About  midnight  he  went  to  his  bed  ;  and, 

rifing 
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riflsf  early  Hh^  oeyt  day,  be  »ii4  tbe  prince^  of 
Wales  lieard  maftj  and  communicated.  The  gr««t«r 
part  of  his  anxiy  did  the  fame^  coiifejB!ed>  and  mad^ 
proper  preparations. 

After  mafs,  the  king  ordered  bis  men  to  arm 
themfelves^  and  aflfemble  on  the  ground  he  had  be- 
fore fixed  on.  He  had  indofed  a  large  park  near 
a  wood^  on  Ihe  rear  of  his  armj^  in  which  ha 
phkced  all  bis  baggage-waggons  and  horfes ;  a^d 
this  park  bad  but  one  entrance :  his  men  at  anna 
and  archers  remained  on  foot. 

The  king  afterwards  ordered^  through  his  con* 
fiable  and  his  two  marflials,  that  the  army  fhould 
be  divided  into  three  battalions.  In  the  firft^  he 
placed  the  young  prince  of  Wales^  and  with  him 
the  eads  of  Warwick  and  Oxford^  fir  Godfrey  dt 
Harcourt^  the  lord  Reginald  Cobham^  lord  The* 
mas  Holland^  lord  Stafford^  lord  Mauley,  the  lord 
Delaware,  fir  John  Chandos,  lord  Bartholomew 
Burgherft,  lord  Robert  Neville,  Ibrd  Thomas  Clif* 
ford,  the  lord  Bourchier,  the  lord  Latimer^  aadi 
many  o^ther  knights  and  fquires  whom  I  cannot 
name.  There  might  be,  in  this  firft  divifion,  about 
eight  hundred  men  at  arms,  twothoufand  archers^ 
and  a  thoqfand  Welchmen.  They  advanced  la 
regular  order  to  their  ground^  ^ach  lord  under 
his  banner  and  pennon,  and  in  the  centre  of  hit 
men. 

In  the  fecond  battalion  were,  the  earl  of  North* 
ampton,  the  earl  of  Arundel^  the  lords  Roos.  Wil* 
loughby,  Baffet,  Saint-albans,  fir  Lewis  Tuftop, 
lord  Multon^  the  lord  Lafcels,  and  many  others ; 

amount- 
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amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  about  eight  hundfcd 
men  at  arms,  and  twelve  hundred  archers. 

The  third  battalion  was  commanded  hy  the  king, 
and  was  compofed  of  about  feven  hundred  men  at 
arms,  and  two  thoufand  archers. 

The  king  then  mounted  a  fmall  palfry,  having 
a  white  wand  in  his  hand,  and  attended  by  his  two 
marftials  on  each  fide  of  htm  :  he  rode  a  foot's  pace 
through  all  the  ranks,  encouraging  and  intreating 
the  army,  that  they  would  guard  bis  honor  atid 
defend  his  right.  He  fpoke  this  To  fweetly,  and 
with  fuch  a  cheerful  countenance,  that  all  who  had 
been  difpirited  were  direftly  comforted  by  feeing 
tad  hearing  him. 

When  be  had  thus  vifited  all  the  battalions,  it 
was  near  ten  o'clock  :  he  retired  to  his  own  divi- 
&on,  and  ordered  them  all  to  cat  heartily,  and 
drink  a  glafs  after.  They  eat  and  drank  at  their 
ea(e;  and,  having  packed  up  pots,  barrels,  &c.  in 
the  cart*,  they  returned  to  their  battalions,  accord- 
ing to  the  marihals'  orders,  and  feated  therafeKei 
on  the  ground,  placing  their  helmets  and  bows  be- 
fore them,  that  they  might  be  the  frelher  wbai 
their  raiemtes  ihould  arrive. 


CHAP,  cxxvir. 


THE  ORDER  OF  THE  FRENCH  ARMY  AT  CKECY. 

'THAT  fame  Saturday,  the  king  of  France  rofebe- 

times,  and  heard  maf»  in  the  monaftery  of  St. 

Peter's  in  Abbeville,  where  he  was  lodged:  having 

ordered 
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ordered  his  army  to  do  the  fame,  he  left  that  f  o\t^tf 
after  fun-rife.  When  he  h^d  marched  about  twd 
leagues  from  Abbeville,  and  was  approa6hing  the 
enemy,  he  was  advifed  to  form  his  army  in  order 
of  battle,  and  to  let  thofe  on  foot  march  forward> 
that  they  might  not  be  trampled  on  by  the  horfes. 
The  king,  upon  this,  fent  off  four  knights,  the  lord 
Moync  of  Baftleberg*,  the  lord  of  Noyers,  the 
lord  of  Beaujeu,  and  the  lord  of  Aubigny,  whd 
rode  fo  near  to  the  Englifli  that  they  could  clearly 
,  diftinguifli  their  pofition.  The  Englilh  plainly  per^ 
ceived  they  were  come  to  reconnoitre  them  :  how- 
ever, they  took  no  notice  of  it,  but  fuffered  them 
to  return  unmolefted.  When  the  king  of  France 
faw  them  comingj  back,  he  halted  his  army ;  and 
the  knights,  pufhing  through  the  crowds,  came 
near  the  king,  who  faid  to  them,  ^  My  lords,  what 
news?'  They  looked  at  each  other,  without  open-  , 
ing  their  mouths  :  for  neither  chofe  to  l^eak  firft. 
Atlaft,  the'king  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  lord  Moyne^ 
who  was  attached  to  the  king  of  Bohemia,  and  had 
performed  very  many  gallant  deeds,  fo  that  he  wa» 
efteemed  one  of  the  moft  valiant  knights  in  Chriilen- 
dom.  The  lord  Moyne  faid,  '  Sir,  I  will  fpeit, 
lince  it  pleafes  you  to  order  me,  but  under  the  cor- 
re6lion  of  my  companions.  We  have  advanced  far 
enough  to  reconnoitre  your  enemies.  Know,  theoy 
that  they  are  drawn  up  in  three  battalions,  and  are 
waiting  for  you.  I  would  advife,  for  my  part,  (  fub-^ 
mitting,  however,  to  better  counfel, )  that  you  halt 
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your  army  here,  and  quartered  them  for  the  ni^ht; 
-  for  before  the  rear  Ihall  come  up,  and  the  army  be 
properly  drawn  out,  it  will  be  very  late,  your,  men 
will  be  tired  and  in  diforder,  whilft  they  will  find 
your  enemies  frelh  and  properly  arrayed.  On  the 
morrow,  you  may  draw  up  your  army  more  at 
your  eafe,  and  may  reconnoitre  at  leifure  on  what 
part  it  will  be  moft  advantageous  to  begin  the  at- 
tack; for,  be  a^Tured,  they  will  wait  for  you/ 

The  king  commanded  that  it  Ihould  be  fo  done  : 
and  the  two  marfhals  rode,  one  towards  the  front, 
and  the  other  to  the  rear,  crying  out,  '  Halt  ban- 
ners, in  the  name  of  God  and  St.  Denis.'  Thofe 
that  were  in  the  front  halted;  but  thofe  behind 
faid  they  would  not  halt,  until  they  were  as  for- 
ward as  the  front.  When  the  front  perceived  the 
rear  prefling  on,  they  puflied  forward;  and  neither 
Ae  king  nor  the  marfhals  could  flop  them,  but 
they  marched  on  without  any  order  until  they  came 
in  fight  of  their  enemies.  As^foon  as  the  foremoft 
.  rank  faw  them,  they  fell  back  at  once,  in  great 
diforder>  which  alarmed  thofe  in  the  rear,  who 
thought  they  had  been  fighting.  There  was  then 
fpace  and  room  enough  for  them  to  have  pafied 
ibrward,  had  they  been  willing  fo  to  do :  fom^  did 
fo,  but  others  remained  fhy. 

All  the  roads  between  Abbeville  and  Crecy  were 
Covered  with  common  people,  who,  when  they 
Were  come  within  three  leagues  of  their  enemies, 
4rew  their  fwords,  bawling  out,  '  Kill,  kill  \'  and 
>^itli  them  were  many  great  lords  that  were  eager 
t^  make  fliew  of  their  courage.  There  is  no  man. 
Vol.  n.  M  unleft 
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unlefs  he  had  been  prefent,  that  can  imagine,  or 
defcribe  truly,  the  confufion  of  tha,t  day;  efpecially 
the  bad  management  and  diforder  of  the  French, 
whofe  troops  were  out  of  number.  What  I  know, 
and  (hall  relate  in  this  book,  I  have  learnt  chiefly 
from  the  Englifli,  who  had  well  obferved  the  con- 
fufion they  were  in,  and  from  thofe  attached  to  jEr 
John  of  Hainault,  who  was  always  near  the  perfoi^ 
of ^  the  king  of  France. 


CHAP.  CXXVIII. 


THE    BATTLE    OF    CRECY,    BETWEEN    THE    KINGS    OF 

FRANCE   AND    OF   ENGLAND. 

npHE  Engliih,  who  were  drawn  up  in  three  divi- 
fions,  and  feated  on  the  ground,  on  feeing 
their  enemie»  advance,  rofe  undauntedly  up,  and 
fell  into  their  ranks.  That  of  the  prince  was  the 
firft  to  do  fo,  whofe  archers  were  formed  in  the 
manner  of  a  portcullis,  or  harrow,  and  the  men 
at  arms  in  the  rear. 

The  earls  of  Northampton  and  Arundel,  who 
commanded  the  fecond  divifion,  had  pofled  them* 
felves  in  good  order  on  his  wing,  to  affift  and  fuc- 
cour  the  prince,  if  neceffary. 

You  muft  know,  that  thefe  kings,  dukes,  carls, 
barons  and  lords  of  France,  did  not  advance  in  any 
regular  order,  but  one  after  the  other,  or  any  way 
moft  pleafing  to  themfelves.  As  foon  as  the  king 
of  France  came  in  fight  of  the  Englifli,  his  blood 
began  to  boil,  and  he  cried  out  to  his  marflials, 

'  Order 
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*  Order  the  Genoefe  forward^  and  begin  the  battle^ 
in  the  name  of  God  and  St.  Denis/ 

There  were  about  fifteen  thoufand  Genoefe  crofs- 
bowmen;  but  they  were  qUite  fatigued^  having 
marched  on  foot  that  day  fix  leagu^s^  completely 
armed^  and  with  their  crofs^bows^ 

They  told  the  conftable,  they  were  not  in  a  fit 
condition  to  do  any  great  things  that  day  in  battle. 
The  earl  of  Alen9on,  hearing  this,  faid^  '  This  is 
what  one  gets  by  employing  fuch  fcoundrels,  who 
fall  ofl"  when  there  is  any  need  for  them/ 

During  this  time,  a  heavy  rain  fell,  accompanied 
by  thunder  and  a  very  terrible  eclipfe  of  the  fun  ; 
and  before  this  rain  a  great  flight  of  crows  hovered 
in  the  air  over  all  thofe  battalions,  making  a  loud 
noife.  Shortly  afterwards  it  cleared  up,  and  the 
fun  flione  very  bright ;  but  the  Frenchmen  had  it 
in  their  faces,  and  the  Englifti  in  their  backs. 

When  the  Genoefe  were  fomewhat  in  order,  and 
mpproached  the  Englifli,  they  fet  up  a  loud  fliout, 
in  order  to  frighten  them;  but  they  remained  quite 
£ill^  and  did  not  feem  to  attend  to  it.  They  then 
:iet  up  a  fecond  fliout,  and  advanced  a  little  for*^ 
Avard ;  but  the  Englifli  never  moved.  They  hooted 
^  third  time,  advancing  with  their  crofs-bows  pre-- 
fented,  and  began  to  flioot.  The  Englifli  archers 
then  advanced  one  fl;ep  forward,  and  fliot  theiir  ar-f 
rows  with  fuch  force  and  quicknefs,  that  it  feeme^ 
'  as  if  it  fnowed. 

When  the  Genoefe  felt  thefe  arrows,  which' 
pierced  their  arms,  heads,  and  through  their  ar-^ 
mour/  fome.  of  them  cut  the  firings  of  their  crofs^ 
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l}ows^  others  flung  them  on  the  ground^  and  all 
turned  about,  and  retreated,  quite  difcomfited.  The 
French  had  a  large  body  of  m^a  at  arms  on  horfe* 
back,  richly  drefled,  to  fupport  the  Genoefe. 

The  king  of  France,  feeing  them  thus  fall  back, 
cried  out,  '  Kill  me  thofe  fcoundrels ;  for  they  ttop 
up  our  road,  without  any  reafon/  You  would 
then  have  feen  the  above-mentioned  men  at  arms 
lay  about  them,  killing  all  they  could  of  thefe  run- 
aways. 

The  Engliih  continued  (hooting  as  vigoroufly  and 
quickly  as  before ;  fome'  of  their  arrows  fell  among 
the  horfemen^  who  were  fumptuoufly  equ^iped^ 
and,  killing  and  wounding  many,  made  them  caper 
and  fall  among  the  Genoefe,  fo  that  they  were  ia 
fiich  confufion  they  could  never  rally  again,  fn 
the  Engliih  army  tliere  were  fome  Cornifli  and 
Welchmen  on  foot,  who  had  armed  themfelves  with 
large  knives :  tiiefe,  advancing  through  the  ranks 
of  the  men  at  arms  and  archers,  who  made  way  for 
them,  came  upon  the  French  when  they  were  ia 
this  danger,  and,  falling  upon  earls,  barons,  knights 
and  fquires,  flew  many,  at  whi^h  the  king  of  Eng« 
land  was  afterwards  much  exafperated. 

The  valiant  king  of  Bohemia  was  flain  there. 
He  was  called  Charles  of  Luxembourg;  for  he  was 
the  fon  of  the  gallant  king  and  emperor,  Henry  of 
Luxembourg :  having  heard  the  order  of  the  bat* 
tie,  he  inquired  where  his  fon,  the  lord  Charles^ 
was :  his  attendants  anfwered,  that  they  did  not 
know,  but  believed  he  was  fighting.  The  king  faid 
to  th«m;  '  Gentieneo^  jou  are  all  my  people,,  my 
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fi:iend9  and  brethren  at  arms  this  day :  therefon^^ 
as  I  am  blind*,  I  requeft  of  you  to  lead  me  €o  fair 
into  the  engagement  that  I  may  ftrike  one  firoke 
with  ray  fword.*  The  knights  replied,  they  would 
direftly  lead  him  forward ;  and,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  lofe  him  in  the  crowd,  they  faftened  all 
the  reins  of  their  horfes  together,  and  put  the  king 
at  their  head,  that  he  might  gratify  his  wi(h,  and 
advanced  towards  the  enemy. 

The  lord  Charles  of  Bohemia,  who  already  figne4 
his  name  as  kin^  of  Germany,  and  bore  the  arms, 
had  come  in  good  order  to  the  engagement;  but 
when  he  perceived  that  it  was  likely  to  turn  out 
againfi  the  French,  he  departed,  and  I  do  not  well 
know  what  road  he  took. 

The  king,  his  father^  had  rode  in  among  the 
enemy,  and  made  good  ufe  of  his  fword ;  for  he 
and  his  companions  had  fought  moll  gallantly. 
They  had  advanced  fo  far  that  they  were  all  flain ; 
and  on  the  morrow  they  were  found  on  the  ground, 
with  their  horfes  all  tied  together. 

T^e  earl  of  Alen^on  advanced  in  regular  order 
upon  the  Englifli,  to  fight  with  them ;  as  did  the 
earl  of  Flanders,  in  another  part.  Thefe  two  lords, 
with  their  detachments,  coq^ing,  as  it  were,  the 
archers,  came  to  the  prince's  battalion,  where  they 
fought  valiantly  for  a  length  of  time.  The  king  of 
France  was  eager  to  march  to  the  place  where  h^ 


*  Hisblipdnefs  was  fuppofed  to  be  caufed  by  poiff)n,  wkich 
was  gircn  to  hhn  when  engaged  in  the  wars  of  Italy.— ^orfamy. 
Mem.  de  V  Academic^  wl.  xxiii. 
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law  their  banners  difplayed^  but  there  was  a  hedgiB 
of  archers  before  him. 

He  bad  that  day  made  a  prefent  of  a  handfome 
black  horfe  to  fir  John  of  Hainault^  who  had 
mounted  on  it  a  knight  of  his^  called  fir  John  de 
Fuflelles^  that  bore  his  banner:  which  horfe  ran  ofi^ 
with  him^  and  forced  his  way  through  the  Englifli 
armj'^  and,  when  about  to  return^  Humbled  and 
fell  into  a  ditch,  and  feverely  wounded  him :  he 
would  have  been  dead,  if  his  page  had  not  followed 
him  round  the  battalions,  and  found  him  unable  to 
rife :  he  had  not,  however,  any  other ^  hindrance 
than  fropfi  his  horfe  ;  for  the  Englifli  did  not  quit 
the  ranks  th^t  day  to  make  prifoners,  The  page 
alighted,  and  raifed  him  up;  but  he  did  not  return 
the  wa}^  he  came,  as  lie  would  have  found  it  di£K« 
cult  from  the  crowd. 

This  battle,  which  was  fought  on  the  Saturday 
between  la  Broyes*  and  Crecy,  was  very  murder- 
ous and  cruel  ]  and  many  gallant  deeds  of  armg 
were  performed,  that  were  never  known. 

Towards  evening,  many  knights  and  fquires  of 
the  French  had  lofl:  their  mz^fters :  they  wandered 
up  and  down  the  plain,  attacking  the  Englifli  in 
fmall  parties  :  they  were  foon  deflroyed ;  for  the 
Englifli  had  determined  that  day  to  give  no  quarter^, 
or  hear  of  ranfom  from  any  one. 

Early  in  the  day,  fome  French,  Germans,  and^ 
Savoyards  had  broken  through  the  archers  of  the 
prince's  battalion,  and  had  engaged  with  the  men 
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ti  arms ;  upon  wbich  tbe  fecond  battalion  came  to 
lis  aid, » and  it  was  time,  for  otherwife  he  would 
liave  been  hard  preffed.  The  firft  divifion,  feeing 
the  danger  they  were  in,  fent  a  knight*  in  great 
liafie  to  the  king  of  England,  who  was  pofted  upon 
an  eminence,  near  a  windmill.  On  the  knighf*s 
arrival,  he  faid,  '  Sir,  the  earl  of  Warwick,-  th^ 
lord  Staflford,  the  lord  Reginald  Cobham,  and  the 
ethers  who  are  about  jour  fon  are  vigoroufly  at- 
tacked by  the  French  ;  and  they  intreat  that  you 
would  come  to  their  affiftance  with  your  battalion^ 
for,  if  their  numbers  fhould  increafe,  they  fear  he 
will  have  too  much  to  do/ 

The  king  replied  :  ^  Is  my  fon  dead,  unhorfed^ 

or  fo  badly  wounded  that  he  cannot  fupport  him* 

felf  ?'    '  Nothing  of  the  sort,  thank  God,*  rejoined 

the  knight ;'  but  he  is  in  fo  hot  an  engagement 

that  he  has  great  need  of  your  help.'     The  king 

anfwered,    ^  Now,  fir  Thomas,  return  back  to  thofe 

that  fent  you,  and  tell  them  from  me,  not  to  fend 

again  for  me  this  day,  or  expe6l  that  I  (hall  come, 

let  what  will  happen,  as  long  as  my  fon  has  life; 

and  fay,  that  I  command  them  to  let  the  boy  win 

his  fpurs ;  for  I  am  determined,  if  it  pleafe  God, 

that  all  the  glory  and  honor  of  this  day  ihall  be 

given  to  him,  and  to  thofe  into  whofe  care  I  have 

intrufied  him/ 

The  knight  returned  to  his  lords,  and   related 
the  king's  aufwer,  which  mightily  encouraged  them. 


*  Sir  TIiODias  Norwich.— MSS, 
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and  made  them  repent  thej  had  ever  feat  iiich  4 
ueifage. 

It  is  IV  certain  faGi,  that  fir  Godfrey  de  Harcourt^ 
yvho  was  in  the  prince's  battalion^  having  been  tol4 
by  (bme  of  th^  Englifh^  that  they  had  £een  tht 
banner  of  his  brother  engaged  in  the  battle  againfi;  ^ 
lum,  w^s  exceedingly  anxioua  ta  fave  him;  but  Jbe 
^'s^  too  late>  for  he  was  left  dead  on  the  fields  an4 
fa  wtfi  the  earl  of  Aumarle  his  nephew. 

On  the  other  hand^  the  earls  of  Alen^oa  and  of 
Flanders  were  ifighting  lufiily  under  their  banners^ 
md,  Virith'  their  own  people ;  but  they  could  ^ot 
reiifl  the  force  of  the  Englifh^  and  were  there  flatn^ 
as  well  a&many  other  knights  and  fquireisf  that  were- 
atteqding  on  or  accpinpanyuig  them* 

Tha  earl  of  Blois^  nephew  tp  the  king  of  France, 
and  the  duke  of  Lorraine  his  brother-in-law^  with 
their  troops,  made  a  gallant  defence;  but  thejr 
were  furrau^ded  by  a  troop  of  Engliih  and  Welch, 
and  flain  in  fpite  of  their  prowefs.  The  earl  of 
St.  PqI.  and  the  earl  of  Ai^xerre  were  alfo  killed^  aa 
well  ^l^.  many  others. 

Late  after  vefpera^  the  king  of  France  had  not 
more  about  him  than  fi^ty  men^  every  one  in^ 
eluded.  Sir  John  of  Hainault^  who  was  of  the 
number,  had  once  remounted  the  king;  for  his 
horfe  had  been  killed  under  him  by  an  arrow  :  ke 
faid  to  the  king,  ^  Sir^  retreat  whilfi  you  have  an 
.  opportunity^  and  do  not  expofe  yourfelf  fo  fimply : 
if  you  have  loft  this  battle,  another  time  you  will 
be  the  conqueror/   After  he  had  faid  this^  betook 
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the  bridle  of  the  king's  horfe^  and  led  him  oflf 
by  force;  for  he  had  before  intreated  of  him  to 
retire. 

Th^  kii^  rode  on^  until  he  eame  to  the  caftle  of 
la  Broyes^  where  he  found  the  gates  Ihut,  for  it 
was  very  dark.  The  king  ordered  the  governor 
of  it  to  be  fummoned  :  he  came  upon  the  battle- 
i|i«it8^  and  afked  who  it  was  that  called  at  fuch 
aft  hour  ?  The  king  anfwered,  ^  Open,  opcn^  go- 
vemoj;  it  is  the  fortune  of  France/  The  gover- 
nor, hearing  the  king's  voice,  immediately  de- 
fended, opened  the  gate,  and  let  down  the  bridge. 
The  king  and  his  company  entered  the  caftle ;  but 
he  had  only  with  him  five  barons,  fir  John  of 
Hainault,  the  lord  Charles  of  Montmorency,  the 
lord  of  Beaujeu,  the  lord  of  Aubigny,  and  the  lord 
of  Montfort. 

The  king  would  not  bury  himfeJf  in  fuch  a  place 
as  that,  but,  having  taken  fome  refrefiiments,  fet 
out  again  with  his  attendants  about  midnight,  dnd 
Todeon,  under  the  dire6lion  of  guides  who  were 
^%Ye\\  acquainted  with  the  country,  until,  about  day*- 
l>reak,  he  came  to  Amiens,  where  he  halted. 

This  Saturday  the  Englifii  never  quitted  their 
Yaaks  in  purfuit  of  any  one,  but  remained  on  the 
£eld,  guarding  their  pofition,  and*  defending  them- 
:felve8  againft  all  who  attacked  them.  The  battle 
Tras  ended  at  the  hour  of  vefpers. 
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CHAP.    CXXIX. 

THl  ENGLISH  ON  THE  MORROW,    AGAIN  DEFEAT  T»E 

FRENCH. 

XV  HEN,  on  this  Saturday  night,  the  Englifli 
heard  no  more  hooting  or  ihouting,  nor  any 
more  crying  out  to  particular  lords,  or  their  ban- 
ners, they  looked  upon  the  field  as  their  own^  and 
their  enemies  as  beaten. 

They  made  great  fires,  and  lighted  torches  becaufe 
of  the  obfcurity  of  the  night.  King  Edward  then 
came  down  from  his  pofi;,  who  all  that  day  had  not 
put  on  his  helmet,  and,  with  his  whole  battalion, 
jadvanced  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  whom  he  era- 
braced  in  his  arms  and  kifled,  and  faid,^ '  Sweet  fon, 
God  give  you  good  perfeverance  :  you  are  my  fon, 
for  moil  loyally  have  you  acquitted  yourfelf  this 
day:  you  are  worthy  to  be  a  fovereign.*  The 
prince  bowed  down  very  low,  and  humbled  him- 
(elf,  giving  all  honour  to  the  king  his  father> 

The  Englifli,  during  the  night,  made  frequent 
Ihankfgiviugs  to  the  Lord,  for  the  happy  iffue  of 
the  day,  and  without  rioting;  for  the  king  had 
forbidden  all  riot  or  noife. 

On  the  Sunday  morning,  there  was  fo  great  a 
fog  that  one  could  fcarcely  fee  the  difiance  of  half 
an  acre.  The  king  ordered  a  detachment  from  the 
army,  under  the  command  of  the  two  marihals, 
confining  of  about  five  hundred  lances  and  two 
thoufand  archers,  to  make,  an  excurfion,  and  fee 
4  if 
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if  there  were  any  bodies  of  French  €olle6led  to- 
gether. 

The  quota  of  troops^  from  Rouen  and  Beauvais^ 
had^  this  Sunday  morning,  left  Abbeville  and  St. 
Ricquier  in  Ponthieu,  to  join  the  French  army^,  and 
were  ignorant  of  the  defeat  of  the  preceding  even- 
ing :  they  met  this  detachment,  and,  thinking  they 
muft  be  French,  hailened  to  join  them. 

As  foon  as  the  Englilh  found  who  they  were^ 
they  fell  upon  them ;  and  there  wa?  a  (harp  engage- 
ment ;  but  the  French  foon  turned  their  backs,  and 
fled  in  great  diforder.  There  were  flain  in  this 
flight  in  the  open  fields,  under  hedges  and  buflies*^ 
upwards  of  feven  thoufand;  and  had  it  been  clear 
weather,  not  one  foul  would  have  efcaped. 

A  little  time  afterwards,  this  fame  party  fell  in 
with  the  archbifhop  of  Rouen  and  the  great  prior 
of  France,  who  were  alfo  ignorant  of  the  difcom- 
fiture  of  the  French ;  for  they  had  been  informed 
that  the  king  was  not  to  fight  before  Sunday.  Here 
began  a  frelh  battle ;  for  thofe  two  lords  were  well 
attended  by  good  men  at  arms :  however,  they 
could  not  withftahd  the  Englilh,  but  were  almoft 
all  flain,  with  the  two  chiefs  who  commanded  them; 
▼ery  few  efcaping. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  morning,  the  Englifli  found 
many  Frenchmen  who  had  lofl:  their  road  on  the 
Saturday,  and  had  lain  in  the  open  fields,  not 
knowing  what  was  become  of  the  king,  or  theirown 
leaders.  The  Englifli  put  to  the  fword  all  they  met : 
and  it  has  been  aflured  to  me  for  fa6l,  that  of  foot 
foldiers^  fent  from  the  cities,  towns  and  munici* 

palitiee/ 
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palities^  there  were  llain^  this  Sunday  mornings  four 
times  as  many  as  in  the  battle  of  the  Saturday. 


CHAP.    CXXX, 


THB  ENGLISH  NUMBER  THE  DEAD  SLAIN  AT  THE 

BATTLE  OF  CBECY. 

nPHIS  detachment^  which  had  been  fent  to  look 
after  the  French^  returned  as  the  king  mtes 
coming  from  mafs^  and  related  to  him  all  that  they 
had  feen  and  met  with.  After  he  had  been  affured 
by  them  that  there  was  not  any  appearance  of  the 
French  collefting  another  army,  he  fent  to  have 
the  numbers  and  condition  of  the  dead  examined. 

lie  ordered  on  this  bufinefs^  lord  Reginald  Cob- 
ham^  lord  Stafford^  and  three  heralds  to  examine 
their  arms*  and  two  fecretaries  to  write  down  all  the 
names.  They  took  much  pains  to  examine  all  the 
dead^  and  were  the  whole  day  in  the  field  of  battle^ 
not  returning  but  juft  as  the  king  was  fitting  down 
to  fupper.  They  made  to  him  a  very  circumfiantial 
report  of  all  they  had  obferved,  and  faid,  they  had 
found  eighty  banners^  the  bodies  of  eleven  princes^ 
twelve  hundred  knights^  and  about  thirty  thouftfnd, 
common  men. 

The  EngUfli  halted  there  that  day^  and  on  the 

Monday  morning  prepared  to  march  off.    The  king 

■  >      II..  -.1.     ,        I  .iiii 

*  In  thofe  days,  kniglits,  or  perfons  of  note,  wore  over  their- 
•ir  a  fiircoat,  liaving  their  arms  blazoned  upon  it    This  may 
a  in  any  old  4>aintin;:rs  of  that  age. 

ordered 
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)rder€d  the  bodies  of  tlie  principal  knights  to.  be 
^aken  from  the  ground,  and  carried  to  the  monaf- 
tery  of  Montenay,  which  was  hard  by,  theie  to  be 
interred  in  confecrated  ground.  He  had  it  pro- 
claimed in  the  neighbourhood,  that  he  (hould  grant 
El  truce  for  three  days,  in  order  that  the  dead  might 
be  bufied,  He  then  marched  on,  paffing  by  Mon- 
treuil-fur-raer*. 

His  marihals  made  an  excurfion  as  far  as  Hefdinf, 
and  burnt  Vaubain  and  Serain;  but  they  could 
make  nothing  of  the  caftle,  as  it  was  too  ftrong  and 
well  guarded.  .  They  lay  that  Monday  night,  upon 
t^ie  banks  of  the  Canche,  near  Blangy.  The  next 
iay,  they  rode  towards  Boulogne,  and  burnt  the 
towns  of  St,  Joffe  and  Neufchatel  J  :  they  did  tlie 
fame  to  Efiaples,  in  the  country  of  the  Boulonois. 

The  whole  army  paffed  through  the  foreft  of 
Hardelou,  and  the  country  of  the  Boulonois,  and 
came  to  the  large  town  of  Wifant,  where  the  king, 
prince,  and  all  the  £ngli£h  lodged  ;  and,  having  re- 
freflied  themfelves  there  one  whole  day,  they  came, 

on  the  Thurfday,  before  the  ftrong  town  of  Calais. 

■  ■■■'■         —  '  11         I  ■     I.    ^11  ■  II  ■■    I  . ■ 

♦  InPicardy,  dioccfe  of  Amiens. 
t^n  Artois,  fituated  on  the  Canche,  diocefe  of  Arras. 
■  I  Villages  in  Picardy. 
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CHAP.  CXXXI. 

tHE  KING  or  ENGLAND  LAYS  SIEGE  tO  CALAIS^ — THE 
POORER  SORT  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  ARE  SENT 
OUT  OF  IT. 

A  BURGUNDY  knight,  named  fir  John  de 
Vienne,  was  governor  of  Calais  ;  and  with 
him  were  fir  Arnold  d'Andreghen,  fir  John  de 
Surie,  fir  Bardo  de  Bellebourne,  fir  Geoffry  de  la 
Motte,  fir  Pepin  de  Were,  and  many  other  knights 
and  f quires. 

On  the  king's  arrival  before  Calais,  he  laid  fiege 
to  it,  and  built,  between  it  and  the  river  and  bridge, 
houfes  of  wood :  they  were  laid  out  in  fl;reets,  and 
thatched  with  ftraw  or  broom  ;  and  in  this  town  of 
the  king's,  there  was  every  thing  neceffary  for  aii 
army,  befides  a  market-place,  where  there  were 
markets,  every  Wednefday  and  Saturday,  for  but- 
cher's  meat,  and  all  other  forts  of  merchandife: 
cloth,  bread  and  every  thing  elfe  which  came  from 
England,  and  Flanders,  might  be  had  there,  as 
well  as  all  comforts,  for  money. 

The  Englifti  made  frequent  excurfions  to  Guines* 
and  its  neighbourhood,  and  to  the  gates  of  St.  Omer 
and  Boulogne,  from  whence  they  brought  great 
booties  back  to  the  army. 

The  king  made  no  attacks  upon  the  town,  as 
he  knew  it  would  be  only  lofl:  labour ;  and  he  was 

*  In  Picardy,  two  leap^ucs  and  a  half  from  Calais.     It  was  in  the 
pofl*eflion  of  the  Engliili  above  two  hundred  years. 

f|>arin^ 


175 

{paring  of  his  men  and  artillery ;  but  faid^  he  would 
remain  there  fo  long  that  he  would  ftarve  the  towa , 
iijito  a  furrender,  unlefs  the  king  of  France  (hotild 
come  there  to  raife  the  fiege. 

When  the  governor  of  Calais  faw  the  prepara- 
tions of  the  king  of  England^  he  colle6led  together^ 
all  the  poor  inhabitants^  who  had  not  laid  in  any 
fiore  of  provifions^  and,  one  Wednefday  morniag^ 
fent  upwards  of  feventeen  hundred  men,  women 
and  children,  out  of  the  town. 

As  they  were  paffing  through  the  Englifli  army, 
they  aiked  them,  why  they  had  left  the  town  ?  They 
replied,  Becaufe  they  had  nothing  to  eat.  The  king, 
upon  this,  allowed  them  to  pafs  through  in  fafety. 
ordered  them  a  hearty  dinner,  and  gave  to  each  two 
flerlmgs,  as  charity  and  alms,  for  which  many  of 
them  prayed  earaeilly  for  the  king. 


CHAP,  cxxxn. 


THE^DU&E    OF    NORMANDY    RAISES    THE    SiEGE    OW 

AIGUILLON. 

TTHE  duke  of  Normandy,  whom  we  left  befori 
Aiguillon,  which  he  was  befieging,  and  fir 
Walter  Manny  and  the  other  knights  who  were 
within  it,  made,  about  the  middle  of  Augull',  a 
flcirmifh  before  the  caftle,  which  increafed  fo.  much 
that  almoft  his  whole  army  was  engaged  in  it. 
Near  about  this  time,  the  lord  Philip  of  Burgundy, 
earl  of  Artois  and  of  Boulogne,  and  coufin-germau 
to  the  duke,  arrived.    He  was  a  very  young  knight : 
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as  fooa  as  this  fkirmiih  commenced^  he  armed  him- 
felf,  and^  mounting  a  handfome  fteedj,  fiuck  fpurs 
into  him^  in  order  to  hallen  to  the  combat ;  but  the 
horfe,  taking  the  bit  between  his  teeth^  ran  off  with 
him^  and^  in  cr offing  a  ditch,  fell  into  it  upon  the 
knight^  who  was  to  grievoufly  bruifed  that  he  never 
recovered^  and  in  a  fhort  time  died. 

Soon  afterwards,  the  king  of  France  fent  to  his 

fon^  the  duke  of  Normandy,  to  lay  all  other  things 

afide^  and  raife  the  fiege,  in  order  to  return  di- 

reftly  into  France,  to  defend  his  inheritance  againfl 

'  theEnglifh. 

The  duke,  upon  this,  demanded  advice  from  the 
earls  and  barons  there  prefent ;  for  he  had  vowed 
he  would  never  mote  from  thence  until  he  ha^the 
eafile,  and  all  within  it,  in  his  power :  but  they 
afibred  him,  that  fince  the  king,  his  father,  had  fo 
exprefsly  ordered  him  to  return,  he  might  comply 
without  any  forfeiture  of  his  honour.  On  the  mor- 
row, at  break  of  day,  therefore,  the  French  de- 
camped, and,  truffing  up  tents  and  baggage  with 
^  great  hafte,  took  the  road  for  France. 

The  knights  who  were  in  Aiguillon,  feeing  this, 
armed  themfelves,  and  mounting  their  horfes>  fal- 
lied  forth,  the  pennon  of  fir  Walter  Manny  taking 
the  lead,  fell  upon  the  French,  who  were  fcarcely 
all  marched  off,  cut  down  and  flew  numbers,  and 
took  upwards  of  forty  prifoners,  whom  they  brought 
back  to  the  caftle.  From  them  they  learnt  the 
fuccefsful  campaign  the  king  of  England  had  made 
in  France,  and  that  at  prefent  he  was  laying  fiege 
to  Calais; 

'  Before 
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Before  the  king  of  France  left  Amiens^  after  the 
battle  of  Crecy,  to  go  for  Paris,  he  was  fo  much 
enraged  againft  fir  Godemar  du  Fay,  for  not  having 
done  his  duty  in  defending  the  ford  of  Blanche- 
taque,  by  which  means  the '  Englilh  had  entered 
Ponthieu^  that  he  had  determined  to  han^  him ;  to 
which  many  of  his  council  alfo  were  inclined,  for 
they  were  defirous  that  fir .  Godemar  (hould  make 
fome  amends,  by  his  death,  for  the  defeat  the  king 
ha<l  fufiered  at  Crecy,  and  called  him  traitor  ;  but ' 
fir  John  of  Hainault  excufed  him,  and  averted  the 
king's  angc^r,  by  faying  that  it  would  have  been ' 
difficult  for  him  to  have  refifted  the  Englifh  array, 
when  all  the  flower  of  the  French  nobility  united, 
could  do  nothing. 

Soon  after  this,  the  duke  of  Normandy  arrived 
in  France,  where  he  was  joyfully  received  by  his 
parents,  the  king  and  queen. 


CHAP.  CXXXIII. 


SIR  WALTER  MANNY,  BY  MEANS  OF  A  nPASSPORT, 
RIDES  THROUGH  FRANCE,  FROM  AIGUILLON  TO 
CALAIS. 

A  BOUT  this  time,  fir  Walter  Manny  had  a  con-, 
verfation  with  a  great  knight  from  Normandy,, 
whom  he  detained  as  his  prifoner,  and  aflced  him. 
What  fum  he  was  willing  to  pay  for  his  ranfom  ? 
The  knight  replied,  '  Three  thoufand  crowns.* 
Upon  this,  fir  Walter  faid :  '  I  know  you  are  re- 
lated to  the  duke  of  Normandy,  much  beloved  by 
Vol.  II.  •    N  ^    '  him. 
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him^  and  oae  of  hiB  privy  cotmfellors.  I  will  let 
you  free  upon  your  honour,  if  you  wili  go  to  tbo 
duke,  and  obtain  from  him  a  pa0port  for  myfelf 
and  twenty  others,  that  we  may  ride  through 
France,  as  far  as  Calais,  paying  courteoufly  for 
Mfbatever  we  may  want:  if,  therefore,  yoii  obtftin 
this  from  the  king,  I  fliall  hold  you  free  from  your 
ranfom,  and  alfo  be  much  obliged  to  you  ;  for  I 
have  a  great  defire  to  fee  the  king  of  England^  and 
will  not  remain  in  any  town  more  than  one  night. 
If  you  cannot  accomplifh  it,  you  will  return  io  A 
month  to  this  fortrefs,  as  to  your  prifon/ 

The  knight  fet  out  for  Paris,  and,  haying  ,ob- 
tained  from  the  duke  the  paflTport,  returned  with  it. 
to  fir  Walter  at  Aiguillon,  who  acquitted  him  of 
bis  ranfom. 

Sir  Walter,  (bortly  afterward,  fet  out  with  twenty 
horfe,  and  took  his  road  through  Auvergne.  Ho 
told  every  where  who  he  was,  and,  at  every  place 
he  fl:opped,  flicwed  his  paflTport,  and  was  dirc6lly 
fet  at  libefty ;  but  at  Orleans  he  was  arrefted,  al- 
though he  (liewed  his  papers,  and  from  thence  con- 
duced to  Paris,  where  he  was  confined  in  the  pri- 
fon  of  the  Ch&telet. 

When  the  duke  of  Normandy  heard  of  it,  he 
went  immediately  to  the  king,  and  remoafl:ri^ted 
witfi  him  on  the  fubjeC,  becaufe  fir  Walter  Manny 
had  had  his  paflTport  through  his  means,  and  de- 
manded that  he  ftiould,  as  foon  as  poffible,  be  fet 
at  liberty  ;  otherwife  it  would  be  faid  that  he  had 
betrayed  him.  The  king  anfwereil,  that  he  in- 
tended putliug  him  to  de^h,  for  he  looked  upon 

bim 
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hiip  as  one  of  hig  greateft  enemies.  Upon  wliich, 
the  duke  faiil,  that  if  he  put  his  intentions  in  exe- 
cution, he  would  never  bear  arms  agaiiift  the  king 
of  England,  and  would  prevent  ali  thofe  dependant 
on  him  from  doing  the  fame.  Very  high  words 
paffed  between  them  ;  and  he  left  the  king,  declar- 
ing lie  would  never  ferve  in  anj  of  his  armies,  fti 
long  as  Walter  Manny  fliould  remain  in  prifon. 

Things  remained  in  this  (ituation  a  long  time. 
There  was  a  knight  from  Haiaanlt,  named  fir  Man- 
fart  d'Aifties,  who  was  eager  to  ferve  fir  Walter. 
but  bad  great  difficulty  in  getting  accefs  to  the  dukp 
of  Normandy:  however,  at  laft  the  king  was  ad7 
vifed  to  let  fir  Walter  out  of  prifoo,  and  tij 
pay  him  all  his  expenfes.  The  king  would  hav^ 
fir  Walter  to  dine  with  him  in  the  h8telde  Nefle  at 
Paris  ;  when  he  prefented  him  with  gifts  and  jcwelf 
to  the  amount  of  a  thoufand  florins. 

Sir  Walter  accepted  them,  upon  condition,  that 
when  he  got  to  Calais  he  (Would  inform  the  king, 
his  lord,  of  it;  and  if  it  were  agreeable  to  his  plea-    , 
fure,  he  would  keep  theraj  otherwife  he  would  fend 
tbem  back. 

The  king  and  duke  faid,  that  be  had  fpoken  like 
a  loyal  knight. 

Sir  Waiter  then  took  leave  of  tbem,  rode  on  by 
eafy  days  journeys  to  Hainault,  and  remained,  ia 
refreOi  himlelf,  three  days  in  Valenciennes, 

He  arrived  at  Calais,  where  he  was  well  received 

bj  the  king  of  England,  wjio,  upon  being  informed 

by  fir  Walter  yf  the  prefents  he  had  had  from  the 

king  of  France,  faid, '  Sir  Walter,  you  have  hitherto, 

N  ^  no^ 
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moft  loyally  ferved  us^  and  wehop&  you  will  con-< 
tinue  to  do  fo ;  fend  back  to  king  Philip  his  pr&- 
fents^  for  you  have  no  right  to  keep  them :  we 
have  enough^  thank  God^  for  you  and  for  ourfeWes, 
and  are  perfe6lly  well  difpofed  to  do  you  all  the 
good  in  our  power^  for  the  feryices  you  have  nn^ 
dered  us/ 

Sir  Walter  took  out  all  the  jewels^  and>  giviog 
them  to  his  coufin^  the  lord  of  Manfac^  faid^  '  Ride 
into  France^  to  king  Philip^  and  recommend  Hie 
to  him ;  and  tell  him^  that  I  thank  him  many  iiimes 
for  the  fine  jewels  he  prefented  me  with,  but  th^it 
it  is  not  agreeable  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the 
king  of  England,  my  lord,  that  I  retain  them/ 
The  knight  did  as  he  was  commanded;  but  the 
king  of  France  would  not  take  bac^k  the  jewels  :  he 
gave  them  to  the  lord  of  Manfac,  who  thanked  ihf 
king  for  them,  and  had  no  inclination  to  refuff 
them. 


}m 
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THE  EARL  OP  DERBY  TAKES  MANY  TOWNS  ANft 
CASTLES  IN^  POlTOUy  AND  THE  CITY  OF  POI- 
TIERS. — 

TT  has  been  before  mentioned,  that  the  earl  of 
Derby  had  remained  in  the  city  of  Bourdeaux* 
during  the  fiege  of  Aiguillon.  As  foon  as  hci  was 
informed  that  the  duke  of  Normandy  had  raifed 
the  fiege,  he  iflued  out  his  fummons  to  all  knights 
and  fqtiires  in  Gafcony  that  were  attached  to  the 
i  ...  Englifli. 
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Eiiglifli.  In  olredience  to  which^  there  came  to 
Bourdeaux  the  lords  d'Albret^  de  TEfparre^de 
Kolem^  de  Mucidan^  de  Pumiers^  de  Courton^  de 
Booqueton^  fir  Ayoiery  de  Trafte,  and  many  others. 
The  earl  collected  twelve  hundred  men  at  arms^ 
two  thoufand  archers^  and  three  thoufand  ii^fantry. 
With  thefe  he  croffed  the  Garonne,  between  Hour* 
deaux  and  Blajes,  and  took  the  road  for  Saintonge. 
He  firft  came  before  Mirabeau*,  which  he  took  by 
ftflaultj  as  w  ell  as  the  caftle ;  and,  haying  placed 
therein  a  garrifon  of  his  own  men,  rode  on  to  Aul- 
nayf ,  which  he  alfo  took  and  its  caftle,  and  then 
Beabnj;  and  Surgeres§  :  but  they  could  make  no- 
thing of  the  cafile  of  Marans||,  which  is  about 
three  leagues  from  la  Rochelle  :  they  pulhed  on, 
therefore,  to  Mortaigne-fur-mer,  in  Poitou,  which 
they  took  and  re-gar rifoned.  They  then  advanced 
to  LufignanH,  and  burnt  the  town^  but  could  not 
gain  the  caftle.  They  next  marched  to  Taille* 
bourg**,  and,  having  conquered  the  bridge,  towa 
and  cafile,  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword, 
becaufe  they  had,  in  the  afiault,  killed  a  valiant 
knight. 

The  whole  country  was  fo  much  alarmed,  that 
they  fled  before  the  Englifli,  leaving  their  houfes 

T^r  -  -  ---■■.  .  .__^ — 

♦  A  town  in  Poitou,  diocefe  of  Poitiers. 

•|*A  town  in  Poitou.  ^     ; 

{  A  town  in  Ancenis. 

(  A  town  in  Ancenis. 

11  A  town  in  Ancenis. 

f  A  town  in  Poitou. 

**  A  town  in  Saintooge^  three  leagues  from  Soiatei. 

N3  empty 
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empty  snd  defencelefs  to  fliiit  themfelves  up  in  tiki 
fdrtified  t6wil8«  Thercl  wfts  not  any  appearance  6f 
•ppofition  from  the  knights  and  fqaires  of  Saiil^ 
tong^d^  who  had  retired  to  their  fortrefles^  withottt 
making  any  effort  to  comhat  the  Englifli. 

The  earl  of  Derby  at  laft  came  before  the  towA 
of  St.  Jean  d'Angely*,  and  immediately  begin  in 
attaek  upon  it.    There  were  not  in  the  towa  any 
men  at  arms ;  and  at  vefpers^  when  the  attack  wab 
hearly  ended!,  fir  William  de  Rion^  mayor  of  ihe 
town^  and  the  principal  inhabitants^  fent  to  demand 
pafi^drts  for  fit  of  the  citizens  to  come  and  treat 
K^ith  the  earl :  it  was  granted  them  for  that  night, 
litid  the  \«'hole  of  the  next  day.     On  the  morrow^ 
thefe  citis&ens  tame  to  the  earl  in  his  tent^  and  fwore 
io  be  good  Englifhtn^n  as  long  as  the  king  of  Eng^ 
landj  of  any  Otie  from  him^  would  keep  them  in 
peace  from  the  French.     The  earl  refreflied  himfelf 
in  the  town  for  foiir  days,  and  received  the  ho- 
mage of   the  inhabitants :    he  then  advanced  t6 
Nlortf,  of  which  fir  Guifcard  d' Angle  was  gover- 
nor.    He  mad^  three  attacks   upon  it ;    but  not 
gaining  any  thing,  he  pafled  on,  and  came  to  the 
tillage  of  St.  Maximien,  which  he  took  by  iftorm, 
ftnd  dew  all  that  \Vere  within  it.    He  next  marched 
to  Montreuil  Bonin;};,  where  there  were  upwards  of 
two  hundred  coiners,  who  were  minting  money  for 
the  king  of  France,  and  who  declared  that  they 


*  In  Saintonge,  dioceie  of  Saiotts. 

t  A  citjy  in  Poitou,  nineteen  leagues  from  PbHiets^ 

t  A  townin  Boitou,  three  leagues  fiiom  Pdtiei^. 

'  4  would 
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would  not  obey  the  fummons  of  the  earl :  but 
there  was  fo  iharp  an  airault  made  on  it,  that  the 
town  was  taken,  and  all  witlnii  put  to  death.  The 
earl  placed  a  new  garrifon  in  the  caftle,  and  ad- 
vanced 1o  Poitiers,  which  is  a  large  tlraggtiiig  city  : 
he  could  only  therefore  lay  liege  to  it  on  one  fide  ; 
for  he  had  not  forces  fufficieiit  to  furround  it.  He 
immediately  made  an  alTault ;  but  the  towi.f.iien  of 
the  poorer  fort  were  fo  numerous,  though  Utile  pre- 
pared for  fuch  ao  attack,  and  defended  the  town  fo 
well,  that  the  earl's  people  gained  nothing ;  they 
retired  to  their  quarters  much  fatigued. 

On  the  morrow,  fome  of  the  earl's  knights  armed 
themfelves,  rode  round  the  town,  and  afterwards 
made  their  report  to  him  of  what  (hey  had  feea  ^ 
and  heard.  There  was  then  a  council  held  ;  and  it 
was  refolved  to  attack  the  town,  in  three  diH'erent 
places  at  once,  the  next  day,  and  to  poftthe  greater 
number  of  the  men  at  arms  and  archers  at  the 
weakest  part  ;    which  was  e.>j:ecuted. 

It  happened,  that  at  that  time  there  was  not  any 
gallant  knight  in  the  town,  who  knew  what  deeds 
of  arms  were  ;  nor  were  they  provided  with  a;iy 
accuftomed  to  wars,  that  might  advife  them  how 
properly  to  defend  themfelves.  The  earl's  people, 
therefore,  at  this  affault,  entered  the  town  at  the 
Weakell  part:  and,  when  thofe  within  fiw  them- 
felves thus  conquered,  they  fled  for  the  fafieil  out 
of  the  other  gates,  for  there  were  uiauv.  Upwards 
of  feven  hundred  were  tlain  ;  for  the  earl's  people 
put  every  one  to  the  fword,  men,  women  and  little 
children.  The  city  was  inJlautly  plundered,  and 
N4 
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was  full  of  ^iveaith,  as  "well  of  its  own  inhabitants^ 
agof  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood>  Who  had  retired 
into  it  as  to  a  place  of  fafety.  The  army  deftroyed 
ttiany  churches,  committed  great  waftc,  and  would 
have  done  much  more,  if  the  earl  had  not  for- 
bidden, under  pain  of  .^ieath^  that  either  church  or 
heufe  (hould  be  fet  on  fire  ;  for  he  was  defirous  of 
remaining  there  ten  or  twelve  days.  Part  of  the 
diforders  were  Hopped,  but  much  thieving  ftill  con- 
tinued. 

'  The  earl  remained  in  the  city  twelve  days :  he 
'might  have  ftaid  longer,  had  he  chofen  it,  for  no 
one  came  to  oppofe  him,  and  the  whole  country 
trembled  :  none  dared  to  (hew  themfelves  out  of 
their  ftrong  garrifons.  He  left  Poitiers  empty,  for 
•its  fize  rendered  it  untenable.  The  army,  at  its 
flieparture,  was  fo  laden  with  the  riches  they  had 
fbund  there,  that  they  ipade  no  account  of  cloths, 
i^nlefs  they  were  of  gold  or  filver,  or  trimmed  with 
furs.  They  returned  by.eafy  marches,  to  St.  Jean 
d'Angely,  where  they  remained  for  fome  time. 
The  earl,  during  his  ftay,  made  handfome  prefents. 
to  the  ladies  and  damfels  df  the  town^  and  almbfi 
everyday  gave  them  grand  dinners  or  fuppers.  He 
enlivened  them  fo  much  that  he  acquired  great  po- 
pularity: and  they  publicly  faid,  he  was  the  moift 
noble  prince  that  ever  mounted  ftced.  ^  On  his 
taking  leave  of  them,  he  made  the  mayor  and  prin- 
cipal citizens  renew  their  oath,  that  they  would, 
keep  and  defend  the  town,  as  the  legal  inheritance 
of  the  king  of  England.  The  carl  then  rode  on, 
ith  his  whole  army^  to  Bourdeaux,  paffing  by  the 

fortreflet 
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fortrefies  he  had  conquered^  when  he  difmiffed  his 
troops^  and  gave  them  many  thanks  for  the  fervices 
they  had  done. 


CHAP.  CXXXV. 


THE    KING    OF    SCOTLAND^     DURING    THE    SIEGE    OF 
"^  CALAlSj    INVADES    ENGLAND. 

T  HAVE  been  filent  fome  time  refpe6ling  the  king 
•  of  Scotland;  but  until  this  moment  I  have  not 
had  any  thing  worth  relating  of  him ;  for^  as  I  have 
before  faid^  mutual  truces  had  been  granted  be- 
tween him  and  the  king  of  England^  which  had  not 
been  infringed. 

During  the  time  the  king  of  England  was  carry- 
ing on  the  fiege  of  Calais^  the  Scots  determined  to 
make  war  upon  him^  thinking  it  a  good  opportu- 
nity to  be  revenged  for  the  many  difafters  he  had 
brought  on  them.  England  had  at  that  time  very 
few  men  at  arms^  as  the  king  had  a  great  number 
t?ith  him  before  Calais,  as  well  as  in  his  other  ar- 
mies in  Brittany,  Poitou,  and  Gafcony. 

The  king  of  France  took  great  pains  to  foment 
this  war,  in  order  that  the  Engliih  might  have  fo 
much  to  employ  themfelves  at  home  as  wpald 
oblige  them  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Calais,  and  return 
to  England. 

King  David  iffued  his  fummons  for  a  parliament 

to  be  holden  at  Perth ;  which  was  attended  by  the 

earls,  prelates  and  barons  of  Scotland,  who  wer« 

unanimous  for  invading  England  as  speedily  ai 

poffible.       "", 

Raynald, 
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Raynald^  lord  of  the  ifles^  who  gpv^raed  the  irild 
ficots^  and  ^hom  alone  they  obeyed^  -Wm  fent  to^ 
and  intreated  to  attend  the  Parliament.  He  com- 
plied with  the  requeft^  and  brought  three  thoufand 
of  the  wildeft  of  his  countrymen  with  hina. 

When  all  the  Scots  were  afiembled^  they  amounted 
together  to  about  forty  thoufand  combatants:  but 
they  could  not  make  their  preparations  fo  fecretly 
as  to  prevent  news  of  it  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  queen  of  England^  who  had  taken  up  her 
refideuce  in  the  norths  near  the  borders.  She 
wrote,  and  fent  fummons  to  all  that  were  attached 
to  the  king  of  England  to  come  to  York  by  a  cer- 
tain day.'  Many  men  at  arms  and  archers,  who 
had  remained  at  home,  put  themleWes  in  motion^ 
and  advanced  to  Newcallle-upon-Tjnc,  which  the 
queen  had  appointed  as  the  final  place  of  ren- 
dezvous. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Scots  fet  out  from  Perth^ 
and  advanced  the  firft  day  to  Dunfermline :  the  next 
day,  they  crofled  a  fmall  arm  of  the  fea ;  but  tly^ 
king  went  to  Stirling,  croflTed  the  water  there  on  the 
morrow,  and  came  to  Edinburgh.  Here  they  halted 
and  numbered  their  men.  There  were  full  three 
thoufand  knights  and  fquires,  well  armed,  and(hhty 
thoufand  others,  mounted  on  galloways.  * 

They  marched  to  Roxburgh,  the  firft  fortrefs 
belonging  to  the  Englifh  in  their  road,  under  the 
command  of  the  lord  William  Montaciite,  who  had 
lately  erefiled  it  againft  the  Scots.  This  caftle  it 
handfome,  and  very  ftrong;  the  Scots,  therefore, 
'  faffed  on,  v^ithout  attacking  it,  and  took  up  their 

quaittert 
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quarters  on  the  banks  of  a  river*,  between  Precy 
ind  Lincolle :  whence  they  beg:an  to  deftroy  and 
burn  the  country  of  CumberUiid.  Some  of  their 
fcouts  advanced  as  far  as  York,  where  thev  burnt 
all  without  the  walls  and  down  the  river,  and 
returned  to  their  army,  within  one  day's  march  of 
Newcafile.  • 


CHAP,  cxxxvr. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  NEVIL  S   CROSS. 

TTIIE  queen  of  England,  who  was  very  anxious 
to  defend  her  kingdom,  and  guard  it  from  all 
difturbers,  in  order  to  Ihew  that  Ihe  was  in  earneft 
about  it,  came  herfelf  to  Newcaftlc-upon-Tyne. 
She  took  up  her  relidence  there,  to  wait  for  the 
forces  ihe  expelled  from  the  difierent  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 


I 


*  Probably  Ihe  river  was  the  trthujg,  and  tlie  towns  Lidel 
and  LaiiercroA ;  for  lord  Hailes  fkys,  in  his  Annals,  that  *  Da- 
vid flonned  the  caAIe  of  Lictel,  slid  beheadiKl  Waller  Selby,  th« 
governor.  Selby,  according  to  the  iifage  of  thofi!  Inofi;  times, 
kems  to  have  been  both  a  robber  and  a  warriur,  alleniatel; 
plunderiug  un'l  defeudiiig  his  couutry.' 

'  He  Mas  one  of  the  baud  of  rubbers  Co  famous  in  Englifh 
ftory,  who,  under  their  leader,  Gilbert  Mirldkton,  robbed  cuo 
cardinats  anil  the  biftiop  of  Diiriiani.  He  aftervinrds  held  out 
the  cadles  of  Mitford  and  Horton  againU  his  fovereign."— Seo/n 
Chrnn-ap.  Ldand,  T.i,  p.  5(il. 

Yet  Packiiigloit,  apud  Leiand.  T.  i.  p.  470,  fays,  '  David, 
king  of  Scoties  caufed  tlie  nohU  knight  Waller  Selby,  capilajne 
of  the  Pjle  of  Lydelie,  to  be  flajiie  afote  his  owne  face,  not 
Aifibring  bini  fo  mucti  as  to  be  cunfelfed.' 

Tht 
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The  Scots^  wjio  were  informed  that  Newcaftfe 
was  the  place  of  rendezvous  of  the  Englifh  army, 
advanced  thither^  and  fent  their  van-guard  to 
fldrmifh  near  the  town ;  who,  on  their  return, 
burfat  fome  hamlets  adjoining  io  it.  The  finoke 
and  flames  came  into  the  town,  which  made  the 
Englifli  impatient  to  fally  out  upon  thofe  who  had 
done  thi3  mifchief,  but  their  leaders  would  not 
permit  them. 

On  the  morrow,  the  king  of  Scotland,  with  full 
forty  Ihoufand  men,  including  all  forts,  advanced 
within  three  fliort  Englifli  miles  of  Newcaflile,  and 
took  up  his  quarters  on  the  land  of  the  lord  Ne- 
ville. He  fent  to  inform  the  army  in  the  town, 
that,  if  they^were  willing  to  come  forth,  he  would 
wait  for  them  and  give  them  battle. 

The  barons  and  prelates  of  England  fent  for 
anfwer,  that  they  accepted  his  ofter,  and  would  rifle 
their  lives  with  the  realm  of  their  lord  and  king. 
They  fallied  out  in  number  about  twelve  hundred 
men  at  arms,  three  thoufand  archers,  and  feV:eii 
thoufand  other  men,  including  the  Welch.  The 
Scots  pofl;ed  themfelves  oppofite  to  the  Englifli ; 
and  each  army  was  drawn  out  in  battle  array. 

The  queen  of  England  then  came  to  the  place 
where  her  army  was,  and  remained  until  it  was 
drawn  out  in  four  battalions.  The  firfl;  was  under 
the  command  of  the  bifliop  of  Durham,  and  the  lord 
Percy :  the  fecond,  under  the  archbifliop  of  York 
and  the  lord  Neville :  the  third,  under  the  bifliop 
of  Lincoln  and  the  lord  Mowbray :  the  fourth  was 
commanded  by  the  lord  Baliol>  governor  of  Ber* 

wickj 
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wick,  the  archb^ifliop  of  Canterbtity  atid  ♦he  lord 
Roos.  Each  battalion  had  itS  juft  proportion  of 
men  at  arms  and  archer^^  as  was  expedient.  The 
queen  now  advanced  'among  them^  and  entreated 
them  to  do  their  duty  well,  in  defending  the  honor 
of  their  lord  and  king,  and  urged  them,  for  the  love 
of  God,  to  fight  manfully.  They  promifed  her 
that  they  would  acquit  themfelvei^loyally,  to  the 
uttnoft  of  their  power,  and  perhaps  better  than  if 
the  king  had  been  there  in  perfon.  The  queen  then 
took  her  leave^  and  recommended  them  to  the  pro- 
te6);ion  of  God  and  St.  George. 

The  two  armies  were  foon  after  in  motion,  and 
the  archers  on  each  fide  began  to  flioot;  but  thofe 
of  the  Scots  did  not  long  continue  it,  whilfl:  the  Eng- 
lifli  fliot  inceflfantly.  When  the  battalions  were 
got  into  clofe  combat^  the  engagement  was  fliarp, 
and  well  fought. 

The  battle  began  about  nine  o'clock,  and  lafled 
until  noon.  The  Scots  had  very  hard  and  fliarp 
axes*^  with  which  they  dealt  deadly  blows ;  but  at 
lafi;  the  Englifli  gained  the  fields  though  itcofi;  them 
dear  by  the  lofs  of  their  men^  On  the  part  of  the 
Scots,  there  fell  in  the  field,  thd  earl  of  Sys,  the 
earl^  Doftre,  the  earl  Patrisf ,  the  earl  of  FurlantJ, 
the  earl  Dafl:redure,  the  earl  of  Mar,  the  earl  John 
Douglas^,  fir  Alexander  Ramfay,  who  bore  the 


•  Q.  Ldchaber  axes. 

t  Probably  Patrick  earl  of  Dunbar, 

I  Q.  Sutlierland. 

§  No  earl  Douglas  at  that  period. 

king's 
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king's  btimers^  aod  many  other  barons^  kniglit^  9Ai 
fquires*. 

Tbe  king  of  Scotland  waa  taken  prifoner,  fight-^ 
ing  moil  gallantly,  and  badly  wounded,  before  he 

vrnM 
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*  '  Kuyghton  is  tke.  hldorian  who  has  given  the  mofl  aBi^ 
pl£  lift  of  the  ki)Ud  at  the  battle  of  DurhaiTi ;  yet  it  b,  in  va^ 
fiou9  particulars,  erroneoas ;  aqd  it  has  been  ilrangely  disfigttre4 
by  the  miflakes  of  trail fcribers.  Knyghton  has  afibrded  the 
ground-work  of  the  following  lifl ;  and  care  has  been  t^en  iif 
correft  his  errors,  whenever  they  could  be  dete6ted.  This  was 
the  more  neceffary,  becaufe  our  writers  feern  to  have  defpaired 
of  being  able  to  corred  the  hit,  and  have  left  many  names  as 
erroneous  as  they  found  them.  Thus,  Abercrombie  has  Hum-^ 
phry  de  Blois  and  Robert  Alal talent;  and  to  conceal bi^  ignonmce* 
he  affirms  them  to  hav^  been  Frenchmen.  He  has  alfo  David 
Banant  and  Mcholas  Clopodolian,  names  for  which  he  has  not 
ventured  to  account.  Some  additions  have  been  procured  from 
Fordun,  although  his  liil  is  not  fo  full  as  that  in  Knyghtoo* 
Thefe  additions  are  marked  F. 

*  It  is  impoflible  to  give  a  corred  lift  of  all  the  prifoners  of 
diflmdion  taken  at  Durham;  for  it  appears,  ^hat  many  perfons 
privately  took  ranfoms  for  the  prifoners  whom  they  had  made^t 
and  fuffered  them  to  depart.  This  pradice  became  fo  general, 
that  it  was  prohibited  under  paia  of  death  [20th  November,  and 
13th  December,  1346jp 

*  Mofl  of  the  prifoners  of  diilmdion,  who  had  not  efcap^ 
by  means  of  tliis  connivance,  were  ordered  to  be  conveyed  to  th(^ 
tower  of  London  [8th  December,  1346].  From  that  inflrument, 
aofd  from  fome  other  fcattered  notices,  I  have  drawn  up  a  lift 
of  prifoners,  not  fo  complete,  indeed,  as  miyht  have  been  wilhr 
ed,  yet  more  authentic  and  intelligible  than  any  that  h^s  focea 
hitherto  exjfibited. 

'  KILLED. 

*  John  Randolph,  earl  of  Moray, — the  younger  fon  of  Ran-> 
dolph  the  regent*  With  him  the  male  line  of  that  heroic  fa- 
*  .*        *  miiy 
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was  caj^tured  bj  a  fquire  of  Northumberland, 
nainad  John  Copeland,  who^  as  foon  a3  he  got  him, 

pufhed 

mily  ended.  He  was  fucceeded  in  his  honors  and  ediite 
t>y  his  filler,  tlie  countefs  of  March,  vulgarly  tinned  Black 
Jgnes, 

*  Maurice  Moray,  earl  of  Strathem,— in  right  of  1^  mother 
Mary.  The  £ngliih>  in  general,  did  not  acknowledge  his  title. 
Knygl^on  meutions^  him  again  under  the  name  of  Maurice  de 
Murref. 

*  David  de  laye  Haye,  conllable,  F. — Knygbton  luentioas  bif 
name,  but  without  his  title  of  office. 

*  Jlqhert  Keith,  uiarflial,  F.--^grandroa  of  fir  Robert  Keith. 

'  Robert  de  Peebles,  chamberlain,  F. — ^I'here  is  coniideral4e 
iin^lilainty  as  to  this  name. 

*  xhomas  Charters,  chancellor,  F. — De  Camuto.  A  name  of 
great  antiquity  in  Scotland.  See  Crawfurd,  Officers  of  State* 
p.  19. 

*  Humphry  de  Boys. — Knyghton  and  hiscopyifis  jGiy,  d^  Blo^t^ 
probably  Boys,  the  fame  with  Boyse,  Boece* 

*  John  de  Bonneville,  F. 

<  Thomas  Boyd. — ^This  is  a  miilaU  in  Knyghton*  unkfs  thene 
were  tWo  perfons  of  that  name ;  for  thera  was  a  Thomas  Boy4 
amoDg  the  prifoners. 

*  Andrew  Buttergalk,  F.— This  family  fubfifted  until  about 
the  beginning  of  the  15th  century,  when  the  heirefs,  Margaret 
Buttergaik  of  that  ilk^  made  over  her  efiate  to  the  family  of 

Gray. 

*  Roger  Cameron. 

*  John  de  Crawfurd. 

*  William  Frafer,  F.— of  Cowie;  anceflor  of  lord  Saltoa. 

*  David  Fitz-Roberl — Probably  fome  perfou  who  had  not  at 
^et  affumed  a  furname. 

«  William  de  Haliburton Fordmi  fays  Walter,  but  tl^ere  is 

m  Walter  de  Haliburton  among  the  priibners. 

^  William  de  la  Haye.  ' 

«  Clilbert 
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pfiiflied  tkrough  the  crowd,  and/ with  eight  other 
compabions,  rode  off,  and  never  flopped  until  he 

was 


«  Gilbert  de  Inchmartin,  F. 
<  Edward  de  Keith. 

*  Edmunde  de  Keith.— -According  to  Knyghton,  the  brother  of 
Edward  de  Keith. 

'  Reginald  Kirkpatrick. 

*  David  de  lindefay,— faid  by  Fordun,  to  have  been  *  the  fon 
and  heir  of  lord  David  de  Lindefay>'  anceflor  of  the  earls  of 
Crawfurd  ai|d  Balcarras. 

*  John  de  Lilidefay. 

*  Robert 'Maitland,— called  Mantalent  by  Knyghton:  from 
t?hence  Abercrombie  formed  *  Maltalent^  a  French  knight  :^ 
plainly  Matuleni,  now  Maitland,  of  Thirleflane,  ancefior  dr^fhe, 
earl  of  Lauderdale. 

ft 

-  *  Maitland, — ^the  brother    of   Robert    Maitland    of 
ThirJeftane. 

*  Philip  de  Meldrum, — called  de  Mildron  by  Knyghton. 

*  John  de  la  More. 

*  Adam  Moygrave. 

«  William  Moubray.— There  was  a  William  Mowbray  among 
the  prjfoners. 

*  William  de  Ramfay,  the  father. — A  William  de  Ramfay»  pro- 
bably the  younger,  was  among  the  prifoners. 

*  Michael  Scot,  F. — of  Murthockflone,  now  Murdieilon,  an- 
cellor  of  the  duke  of*Buccleugh. 

«  John  St.  Clair. — ^There  was  a  John  St.  Clair  among,  the  pri^ 
foners. 

*  Alexander  Strachan, — called  Straggy  by  Knyghfon. 

«  —    I         Strachan,  the  brother  of  Alexander  Strachan. 

-  *  John  Stewart. 

»  John  Stewart. — ^I  conjefture  that  (ir  John  Stewart  of  Dreg^  * 
horn  is  m^nt,  whofe  father  Alan  was  killed  at  Halidon. 

*  Alan  Stewart,  the  brother  of  John  Stewart. 

*  Adam  de  Whitfom.— Knyghton  has  Mam  de  Nt/ston,  whick 

•  *  *• 
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iras  difiant  frojn  the  .field  of  battle,  about  fifteen 
iqlles.     He  cs^me  about  vefpers^  to  Ogle  caftk^  on 

tlie 

i 

h  plainly  an  error  in  tranfcribing.  Perhaps  de  Dennntoun  is 
the  right  name.  Knyghton  reckons  Taionus  Heryngy  r.  Pa* 
iricius  Heron,  among  the  (lain.  It  appears  from  Foedera,  that 
he  was  a  prifoner.  Koyghton  alfo  reckons  the  earl  of  Sutherland 
among  the  flain,  Fordiui  among  the  prffoners!.  If  is  certain  that 
he  was  not  killed  ;  and,  if  he  were  niade  prifoner,  he^liAifl^ave 
been  among  thofe  who  were  fuffered  to  efcape  immediately  after 
ttie  battle.  .  .:  '   • 

*  P  R  I  S  O  N  E  R  S. 

*  David  11.  king  of '  Scoti.— :He  received  two  womids  before  he 
yielded  himfeif  a  prifoner.'  '' 

*  Duncan  earl  of  Fife.— He  had  fworn  fealty  to  Baliol.  He 
was  condemned  to  fuffer  death  as  a  traitor,  but  obtained  mercy. 

*  John  Graham,  earl  of  Menteth, — in  right  of  his  wife  Mari, 
according  to  the  mode  of  thofe  times:  he  was  executed-  as  a 
traitor.     He  had  formerly  fwdrn  fealty  to  Edward  HI:   . 

*  Malcolm  Fleming,  earl  of  Wigton.— He  h  called  Malcolm 
Fleming,  without  any  addition ;  Foedera,  T.  v.  p.  537.  He  had  a 
grant  of  the  earldom  of  Wigto^in  1342.  See  Crawiurdi  Peerage, 
p.  493.  But  the  Engliih  government  did  not  acknowledge 
the  right  of  David  H.  to  confer  titles  of  honor.  It  fe  probable 
that  he  made  his  efcape;  for,  in  Calenders  of  Anlieut  Charters, 
p,  203,  there  is  this  title,  *  de  capiendo  Robertum  Bertram, 
qui    Malcolmum    Fleming,   Scotum,    inimicnm,  regis,    evadere 

■pcrmi/it.' 

*  George  Abemethy, — of  Saltoa,  anceftof  of  lord  Salton. 

*  David  de  Annand.  * 

*  Wiiliam  Baillie, — fuppofcd  to  be  Baillie  of  Lambiftouu  ^or 
X^mbintoun,  vulgarly  Laniington ;  ■  Nilbet,  vol.  ii.  Appeirtlix, 
p.  137.     But  fee  lir  James  Dalrymple,  p.  410. 

*  Thomas  Boyd,— .jirobably  of  Kilmffrnoclc.  The  ion  of  that 
J^yd  who  was  the  faiUilul  and  fortunate  companion  of  Robert 
firuce.  .  '  *'        . 

Vol.  If.       *  O  '  Andrew 
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the  river  Blythe^  and  there  declared  that  he  would 
not  furrender  his  prifoner^  the  king  of  Scotlaiid^  to 

man 

'  Andrew  Campbell,— of  Loudoun.  In  right  of  hit  mother, 
Sofiinna  Crawfiird,  heritable  iheriff  of  Airihire,  ancdbr  of  the 
cari  of  Loudoun. 

,    *  Gilbert  de  Carrick,--anceftor  of  the  eari  of  Daffilb.    Hb  fon 
afliimed  the  name  of  Kenniedy. 

<  Robert  Chiihohn. 

•  Nicholas  Knockdolian,— called  Clopdolian  by  Knyghton,  and 
by  Abercrombie  Chpodolian,  in  Galloway,  although  the  name  has 
a  German  air. 

'  Fergus  de  Crawfiird.— >Roger  de  Crawfiurd. 

*  Bartholomew  de  Dermond,— a  German,  as  the  record  in 
F«dera  bears.  This  is  mentioned,  becaufe  Aberciombie,  voL  ii. 
P-  99»  %s«  '  perhaps  Drumwumd^  although  be  had  peniied 
Fcedenu 

'  John  Doughs,— probably  the  younger  brother  of  William 
Douglas  of  Liddefdale,  ancestor  of  the  earl  of  Morton. 

*  William  Doughs,  the  elder.--This  perfon,  I  am  confident, 
b  William  Doughs,  the  bafiard  brother  of  William  Doughs 
of  Liddefdale.  There  b  no  efidence  that  William  lord  Doug- 
hs, fou  of  Archibald,  fumamed  Tinemon^  and  firft  eari  of  that 
family,  was  made  prifoner  at  Durham,  or,  mdeed,  that  he  was 
prefent  at  the  battle.  Fordun,  L.  xiv.  c.  6,  exprefsly  fays,  that 
he  did  not  come  from  France  till  after  the  battle.  We  learn 
from  Fcsdera,  that  he  was  at  liberty  while  others  were  prL 
foners;  and  we  do  not  learn  from  Foedera,  that  he  was  ever  a 
prifoner*  To  fupport  an  erroneous  hypothefis  of  Boece^  concern, 
ing  William  lord  Douglas,  records  have  been  mifconftruded  and 
mifapplied. 

<  Patrick  de  Dunbar.— Adam  de  Fullarton.— nJohn  GiflBurd^— 
Laurence  Gilibrandf . 

<  David  Graham,-»of  Montrofe ;  anceflor  of  •the  duke  of 
Moatrofe. 

•  Alexander  Haliburton,— John  de  Haliburton.— Doug* 
lasi^  Peerage,   p.  321,  conje^ures,  not  improbably,    that  they 

were 
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mm  or  woman  except  to  his  lord  the  king  of  Engf« 
land.    That  fame  day  were  taken  prifoners^  the  earls 

of 

ifere  the  brothers  of  Walter  de  Haliburton.  But  he  ought  not 
'to  have  referred  to  Forduu,  v.  ii.  [L.  xiv.  c.  3.]  in  proof  of  this, 
^or  Fordua  mentioiis  them  not. 

*  Walter  de  Haliburton,— predecefTor  of  the  lords  Haliburton 
-of  Durleton, 

*  Patrick  Heron.— William  de  Jardin. 

'  Roger  de  Kirkpatrick.— Made  prifoner  by  Ralph  de  Haftings, 
aflingi  died  of  his  wounds.     He  bequeathed  the  body  of  Roger 

Kirkpatrick  to  his  joint  legatees/ Edmund  Haflings  of  Kynthoip 
nd  John  de  Kirkeby ;  Foedera^  T.  v.  p.  i35. 

*  Thomas  de  Lippes,— called,  m  Calendars  of  Antient 
barters,  chevalier.  U  he  was  not  a  foreigner,  I  Juiow  not 
ho  be  was. 

*  WiUiam  de  Livuigfton.  ^    ^ 

*  'Lorein,— faid,  in  the  record,  to  have  been  the  fon  of 
iiilace  Lorein.  lliis  Eudace,  called  Tossy  by  Fordun^ 
«  xiv.  c.  5.  was  captain  of  Rokefburgh  under  Douglas  of  Liddef> 

^tbegoveruor. 

'  Duncan  M'Donnel— Not  in  the  liil:  in  Fcedera,  T.  v.  p.  535i 
■taientionedas  a  prifoner,  Foedefa,  T.  v.  p.  554. 
^   Duncan    M'Dounel.— See    Foedera,    ib.    the    fon    of  the 

'MttUdt. 

^  -—  de  Makepath.— Were  it  not  for  the  partkle  de, 
1  :Qioiild  foppofe  that  fome  perfon  of  (he  name  of  M*Beth  was 
b^5«e  Qiderfiood. 

^  John  de  MaxweUi-— of  Carlaverock,  ancefbr  of  the  eatl  of 
Withfdale. 

'  Walter  Moine.— Da^  Moray.— *William  de  Moray •-**WiUiaBi 
More  —William  Moubray. 

'  Patrick  de  Polwarth,— >ancefior  of  the  eail  of  March. 
mm. 

*  John  de  Prefion,— fuppofed  to  have  been  the  anceilor  of 
freftiNi  lord  Dingwall. 

O  3  «  AlexaiMfer 
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of  Murray  and  March?,  lord  Wiiliam  Douglas,  lord 
Robert  de  Werfy,  the  bifliops  of  Aberdeen  and  Sti 
Andrews,  and  many  other  barons  and  knights. 
There  were  about  fifteen  thoufaiid  flain,  and  the 
femainder  faved  themfelves  as  well  as  they  could. 
^This  battle  was  fought  near  Newcaftle,  in  the  year 
1346,  on  a  Saturday  preceding  Michaelmas  day*. 


CHAP,  cxxxvir. 


JOHN  COPELAND  TAKES  THE  KING  OF  SCOTLAND 
PRISONER,  AND  RECEIVES  GREAT  ADVANTAGES 
FROM    IT. 

TIT' HEN  the  queen  of  England,  who  had  remained 
in  Newcaftlcj  heard  that  her  army  had  gained 
the  day,  ^e  mounted  her  palfrey^  and  went  to  the 
field  of  bMtle.  She  was  informed  that  the  king  of 
Scotland  had   been  made  prifoiier,   by  a  fquire  of 

*  Alexander  d^  Ramfay. — lieury  de  Ramfay.— Nefi  de 
Rumfay. 

*  William  de  Ramfay.-— ?roba]>Iy  Sir  William  Rarafay  of 
Collutihy.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Poitiers  in  I35ty,  and  %\as 
madepriibner  tliere. 

*  WilHam  deSalloTi. — Not  in  Fccdera;  but  mention  is  made  of 
htm,  Calendar  of  Anticnt  Charters,  p.  199.         ^  * 

'  John  St.  Clair. — Alcxandt-i  Sttel. — Alexander  Stewart. 

*  John  Stewart,— of  Dalfwtnton,  as  the  record  bears.  Ancefior 
of  the  earl  of  Galloway. 

*  John  Stewarf,-^a  baltard,  ai>  Uie  record  bears. 

'  John   de  Valence. — VViliiani   de    Vanx. — Robert   Waliao«.^ 
.     Annals  of  Scotland,  voL  ii.  App.  No.  '6,  p.  821,  ett  seq. 

*  It  was  on  the  )7lh  06t->lycr.  •     • 

the 
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the  name  of  John  Copcland,  but  who  bad  rode  off 
with  hinii  tbe}^  could  not  tell  whither.  The  queen 
ordered  him  to  be  written  to,  to  bring  the  king  of 
Scots  to  her,  and  td  tell  him  that  he  hud  not  donfe 
what  was  agreeable  to  her,  in  carrviog  ofi'ihis  pri- 
foner  without  leave.  All  that  day  the  queen  and 
armj  remained  on  the  field  of  battle,  which  they 
had  won,  and  on  the  morrow  returned  to  New- 
caftle*. 

When  the  letter  from  the  queen  was  preiented 

1>3^  a  knight  to  John  Gopeland,  be  anfwered,  that 

lie  would  not  give  up  his  prifoner,  the  king  of 

Scots,  to  man  or  woman,  eisicept  to  his  own  lord. 


•  *  FtrdiiTart  fuppofes  that  Philippa,  the  confort  of  Edward 
.»  was  their  leader;  and  in  this  he  has  been   implicitly  foU 
^<y%^ed  by  the  later  hiflorians  of  both  nations.     A  young  and 
ely  princeis,  the  mother  of  heroes*  at  the  head  of  an  army 
the  abience  of  her  lord,  is  an  ornament  to  hiilory:  yet  no 
;lifh  writer  of  confiderable  antiquity  mentions  this  circum- 
.ce,  which/  if  true,  they  would  not  have  .omitted.    Baliol  alfo 
^l^cud  to  have  been  next  in  command  to  queen  Philippa :  ye|  the 
«:^ient  Englifh  writers  iky  nothing  of  it ;  and  the  whole  fh^in  oC 
Foedera  is  inconfifient  with  the  hypotheiis  of  his  having  any  , 

command.      Barnes,   page    398,    fays,    that  the  JBnglifli 

re  in  number  twelve  hundred  men  at  arms,  three  thou&ud 

^•'^^liers,  an(i  feven  tboufand  footmen,  befides  a  choice  band  of 

^'^l^^rt  foldiers,    newly  come  from  before  Calais;    the  whole 

^^•^^>U]^ting  ip  iixteen   thouiand  complete.'    For  this  be  quotes 

^^^c^'vanni  Villani,  the  Florentine  hiftorian,  lib.  xii.  c.  75.     Vil-  ** 

^^i*s  account  of  the  battfe  of  Durham  is  exceedmgly  fuperfi- 

*^^^^  ;   and,   which    is  remarkable,   he   fays   nothing    of  what 

^^niet  quotes  as  fromihim.    See  Muratori  Scrips  ItaL  T.  xiii. 

'  Annah  qf  Scotland* 

0  3  the 


I 


» 


the  king  of  EngJaod  :  that  they  might  depend 
his  takiiig^rnper  care  of  him;  and  he  would 
anrwerable  forguarding  him  well. 

The  quetn,  upon  this,  wrote  letters  to  the  kingy 
which  Ihe  fent  off  to  Calais,  She  therein  informed 
him  of  the  ftate  of  his  kingdom. 

The  king  then  ordered  Johu  Copeland  to  coi 
to  him  at  Calais,  who,  having  placed  his  prifoi 
under  good  guards,  in  a  ftrong  caflle  on  the  bor^ 
ders  of  Northumberland,  fet  out,  and,  paffiog 
through  England,  came  to  Dover,  where  he  ent 
barked,  and  landed  near  Calais. 

When  the  king  of  England  faw  the  fquire,  hi 
took  him  by  the  hand,  and  faid,  '  Ha,  welcome  mj 
fquire,  who,  hy  hia  valour,  has  captured  my  adver* 
'  fary  the  king  of  Scotland.'  John  Copeland,  falling 
on  one  knee,  replied,  '  If  God,  out  of  his  greai 
kindnefs,  lias  given  me  the  king  of  Scotland,  ant 
permitted  me  to  conquer  him  in  arms,  no  one  ought 
to  be  jealous  of  it;  for  God  can,  when  he  pleafesi 
feod  his  grace  to  a  poor  fquire,  as  well  as  to  a  great 
lord.  Sir,  do  not  take  it  amifs,  if  1  did  not  fui 
render  him  to  the  orders  of  my  lady  the  queen; 
for  1  hold  my  lands  of  you,  and  my  oath  is  to  you, 
not  to  her,  except  it  be  through  choice.'  The  kins 
anfwcred;  '  John,  the  loyal  fervice  you  have  dona 
us,  and  our  eflcera  for  your  valour  is  fo  great,  thw 
it  may  well  ferve  you  as  an  excufe;  and  ftiame  fall 
upon  all  (hofe  that  bear  you  any  ill  will.  You  wil] 
now  return  home,  and  take  your  prifoner,  the  klDf 
of  Scotland,  and  convey  him  to  my  wife:  and,  bj 
way  of  remuneration,  I  alfigo  lands,  as  near  y6ui; 

houfii 
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houfe  as  j'ou  can  choofe  them,  to  the  amouut  of 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a-year,  for  you  and 
your  heirs;  and  I  retain  you  as  a  fquire  of  my 
body  and  of  my  houfehold*.' 

John  Copeland  left  Calais  the  third  day  after  his 
arrival,  and  retured  to  England  :  when  he  was 
come  home,  he  aflemljled  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bours, and,  in  company  with  them,  took  the  king 
of  Scots,  and  conveyed  him  io  York,  where  he 
prefented  him,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  to  the 
c]ueen,  and  made  fuch  haudfome  excufes  that  flic 
^vas  fatisGed. 

When  the  queen  had  fufficiently  provided  for 
the  defence  of  the  city  of  York,  the  caftle  of  Rox- 
burgh, the  cily  of  Durham,  and  the  town  of  New- 
callie-upon-Tyne,  as  well  as  for  all  tiie  borders,  and 
bad  appointed  the  lords  Percy  and  Neville  govern- 
ors of  Northumberland,  to  take  proper  care  of  it, 
the  fet  out  from  York  and  returned  to  London. 
She  ordered  the  king  of  Scots,  the  earl  of  Murray, 
and  the  other  prifoners  to  be  confined  in  the  lower 
of  London,  and,  having  placed  a  fufScient  guard 

*  '  Copvlaiid  was  made  a  tranntret,  willi  a  Ci\ary  of  500l. 
I  yearly,  to  liim  and  to  hU  heirs,  until  lands  of  the  like  yearly 
.  imoiint  Ihould  be  beftowed  on  him.  He  oblained  a  peiilioo  for 
lite  of  lOOl.,  under  condition  of  furuilhing  twenty  men  at  arms. 
He  was  alfo  made  warden  of  Berwick.  Befides  alt  tliis,  il  appeals 
Ihtt  he  obtaiued  tlie  office  of  Sheriff  of  Northumberland,  and 
keeper  of  Roxburgh  caftle.  Robert  de  Bertram  had  a  peiifion 
of  200  marks,  given  to  liim  and  to  his  licirs,  until  the  king  Ibould 
provide  him  in  landi  of  equal  value,  for  his  capture  of  tlie  knight 
of  liddefdale.' 

^nnabi— and  Fadera, 

O  4  over  . 
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over  them^  fet  out  for  Dover,  where  (he  embarked,' 
and,  with  a  favourable  wind,  arrived  before  Calais 
three  dajs  preceding  the  feaft  of  All-faints*. 

The  king,  u|)on  her  arrival,  held  a  grand  court, 
and  ordered  magnificent  entertainments  for  all  the 
lords  who  were  there,  but  more  efpecially  for  the 
ladies;  as  the  queen  had  brought  a  great  many 
with  her,  who  were  glad  to  accompany  her,  in 
order  to  fee  fathers,  brothers,  and  friends^  that  vvere 
engaged  at  this  fiege  of  Calais. 


!S 


CHAJP.  CXXXVIII. 

THE  YOUNG  EARL  OF  FLANDERS  IS  BETKOTHEb; 
THROUGU  THE  CONSTRAINT  OF  THE.  FIi£lfING8> 
TO  THE  DAUGHTER.  OF  THE  KING  OF  ENGLAND', 
HE  ESCAPES  TO  FRANCE  IN  A  SUBTLE  MANNER.. 

nnHE  fiege  of  Calais  lafl:ed  a  long  time ;  during 
which  many  gallant  feats  of  arms  and  adven-' 
tures  happened :  but  it  is  not  poflible  for  me  to 
relate  the  fourth  part  of  them :  for  the  king  of 
France  had  poflied  fo  many  meii  at  arms  in  the  for^ 
treffes,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  counties  of 
Guines,  Artois,  Boulogne,  round  to  Calais,  and  had 

fuch  numbers  of  Genoefe,  Normans,  and  others 

*•  ■.  .. .         ■        ■      ■  1 1  ■  — ■  «    I    II  ^. 

*  Knyghton,  p.  Q592,  relates,  that,  by  command  of  Edward 
III.  David  Bruce  was  conduced  to  (he  tower,  under  an  escort 
of  20,000  men,  well  armed:  that  tlie  different  companies  of 
London,  in  their  proper  dreffes,  were  pwfent  at  the  proceOioii; 
and  that  David  Bruce  rode  on  a  tall  black  horfe,  ib  a»  t6  beifdn 
1>^  aH  men, 

la 
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id  velTels  on  the  fea^  that  none  of  the  Englifli  could 
venture  abrpad  on  horfeback  or  on  foot^  to  forage, 
withont  meeting  fome  of  thefe  parties :  there  were 
frequent  fkirmiikes  near  the  gates  and  ditches  of  the 
town^  which  never  ended  without  feveral  being 
killed  and  wounded :  fometimes  one  fide  gained  the 
adrantage,  and  fometimes  the  other. 

The  king  of  England  and  his  council  iludied 
night  and  day,  to  invent  engines  more  efFe6tually  to 
annoy  the  town :  but  the  inhabitants  were  equally 
alert  to  deftroy  their  effeSif,  and  exerted  themfelve$ 
fo  much,  that  they  fuffered  nothing  from  them. 
However,  no  provifions  could  be  brought  into  the 
place  but  by  ftealth,  and  by  the  means  of  two  ma- 
riners/ who  were  guides  to  fuch  as  adventured: 
one  was  named  Marant,  and  the  other  Meftriel; 
both  of  them  refided  in  Abbeville.  By  their  means^ 
the  town  of  Calais  was  frequently  vi6lualled;  and 
ty  their  boldnefs  they  were  often  in  great  danger, 
many  times  purfued  and  almofi  taken;  but  they 
efcaped,  and  flew  and  wounded  many  of  the  Eng- 
Kfli: 

The  fiege  lafied  all  the  winter.  The  king  had 
a  great  defire  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  the  muni- 
cipalities of  Flanders,  becaufe  he  thought  that  thro' 
^hem  \e  fliould  the  more  eafily  obtain  his  end.v  He 
made,  therefore,  frequent  proteftations  of  friend- 
Ihip  to  them,  and  give  them  to  underfiand,  that, 
«(fter  he  fliould  have  fucceeded  at  Calais,  he  would 
Tc-cbnqti^r  for  them  Lifle,  Douay,  and  all  their  de- 
^ndencies:  fo  that  the  Flemings,  believing  in  fueh 
promiie$,  putthemfeves  in  motion^  alSoat  the  timoe 

that 


that  the  king  was  in  Normandy,  whence  he  cai 
to  Crccy  and  Calais ;  and  they  laid  Rege  to  Bethune, 
They  had  chofeoj  for  their  commander,  the  lord 
Oudart  de  Renty,  who  had  beea  baaithed  from 
France,  and  had  clofely  befieged  the  town,  and 
much  damaged  it  by  their  attacks :  but  there  were 
witliiu  four  knights  for  the  king  of  France,  who 
well  defended  it;  their  names  were,  fir  Geoffry  de 
Chargay,  the  lord  Euftace  de  Ribeaumont,  the  lord 
Baudoin  d'Anequin,  and  lord  John  de  Landas. 

The  town  of  Bethune  was  fo  well  defended,  that 
the  Flemings  conquered  nothing :  they  returned 
therefore  to  Flanderi,  not  having  been  more  faMd 
cefsful  than  before.  j] 

When  the  king  of  England  was  come  to  Calaif, 
he  did  not  ceafe  fending  flattering  meflengers,  and 
promifes,  to  the  municipalities  of  Flanders,  to  pre- 
ferve  their  fiiendfliip,  and  leflen  their  opinion  of 
the  king  of  France,  who  was  taking  great  pains  to  ac- 
quire their  affefiions.  The  king  of  England  would 
have  gladly  feen  the  earl  Lewis  of  Flanders,  who 
at  that  time  was  but  flfteen  years  old,  married  to  hit 
daughter  Ifabella,  and  fet  fo  many  engines  to  work 
among  the  Flemings  that  they  acceded  to  it,  which 
mightily  rejoiced  the  king  ;  for  he  imagined,  that 
by  this  marriage  he  would  eafily  govern  that  coi 
try. 

The  Flemings  alfo  thought,  that  this  altianeif 
would  enable  them  more  effe6iually  to  refift  the 
French  ;  and  that  it  would  be  more  profitable  to 
be  connefled  with  the  king  of  England  than  with 
the  king  of  France. 

^  Th«u 
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Their  joung  earl,  however,  who  bad  been  edu- 
cated with  the  royal  familv  of  France,  and  who  at 
the  time  was  in  that  kingdom,  would  not  agree  to 
it,  and  declared  frankly,  that  he  would  never  take 
to  wife,  the  daughter  of  him  who  bad  llain  bis 
father. 

On  the  other  hand,  duke  John  of  Brabant  wa» 
very  eagerly  trying  to  make  a  match  between  the 
earl  and  his  daughter,  and  promifed  to  obtain  for 
him  the  full  enjoyment  of  Flanders,  by  fair  or  foul 
means.  The  duke  alfo  gave  the  king  of  France  to 
underAand,  that,  it"  the  marriage  took  place,  he 
would  manage  the  Flemings,  that  they  thould  attach 
tbemfelves  to  him,  in  preference  to  the  king  of- 
England.  Upon  the  firength  of  thefe  promiles,  the 
king  of  France  confented  to  the  marriage  of  the  earl 
of  Flanders  with  the  duke  of  Brabant's  daughter. 
After  the  duke  had  obtained  this  cunfent,  he  fent 
meffengers  to  all  the  principal  citizens  of  the  great 
towns  in  Flanders,  who  coloured  the  union  with  fo 
many  fpecious  reafons,  that  the  councils  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  fent  to  the  earl,  and  informed  him  that 
if  he  would  come  to  Flanders,  and  follow  their  ad- 
vice, they  would  be  his  true  friends,  and  would  give 
■«p  to  him  all  royalties,  rights,  and  jurifdiftious,  in  a 
greater  degree  than  any  earl  had  hitherto  been  pof- 
iefled  of.  The  earl  was  advifcd  to  go  to  F'anders, 
"^hcre  he  was  joyfully  received  ;  and  the  chief 
^owns  made  him  rich  and  bandlbme  prefents. 

As  foon  as  the  king  of  England  was  informed  of 
♦.his  he  fent  the  earls  of  Northampton  and  Arundel, 
and  lord  Reginald  Cobham,  into  Flanders;  who 
managed 
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managed  matters  fo  well  with  the  leading  meti  in 
placc^  and  with  the  corporations^  that  they  were 
more  defirous  their  lord  ihould  marry  a  daughter 
cf  the  king  of  England^  than  the  daughter  of  the 
duke  of  Brabant:  they  very  affectionately  intreated 
their  lord  fo  to  do^  and  fupported  it  by  many  flron^ 
and  good  arguments^  which  would  be  too  tedious  to 
detail,  here;  infomuch  that  thofe  of  the  duke  of 
Brabant's  party  could  fay  nothing  to  the  contrary^ 
The  earl,  however,  would  not  confent  to  it,  not- 
withftanding  their  fair  fpecches  and  arguments,  but 
repeated  his  former  declaration,  that  he  would  never 
marry  the  daughter  of  him^ho  had  killed  his  father^ 
were  he  to  have  a  moiety  of  the  kingdom  of  England 
for  her  doyer. 

WhenHhe  Fleming:  s  heard  this,  they  faid,  their 
lord  was  too  much  of  a  Frenchman,  and  verv  ill 
advifcd,  and  that  he  mull  not  expe6l  ;iny  iT^^iod  irom* 
them,  fince  he  would  not  liften  to  tlieir  councils. 
They  arretted  him,  and  confined  him^  though  not  a 
clofe  prifoner,  and  told  him,  he  fhould  never  have 
his  liberty  until  he  would  pay  attention  to  their  ad- 
vice :  they  added,  that  if  the  late  earl,  his  father, 
had  not  loved  the  French  fo  much,  but  had  liflened 
to  them,  he  would  have  been  the  greateft  prince  ia 
Chf iltendom,  and  would  have  recovered  Lifle,  ,Be- 
thune  and  Douay,  and  been  aliye  at  this  day. 

Whilft  all  this  was  paffing,  the  king  of  England 
iiill  held  on  the  fiege  of  Calais.  He  kept  his  court 
there  at  Chriftmas  in  a  royal  and  noble  manner ; 
and  in  theenfuing  Lent,  the  earl  of  Derby,  the  earl 
of  Pembroke,  the  earl  of  Oxford,  and  many  knights . 

and 
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and  fquires  who  had  crofled  the  fea  with  them, 
turned  from  Gafcony.  '  • 

The  earl  of  Flanders  was  for  along  time  in  dan- 
ger from  the  Flemings,  and,  heing  a  prifoner,  was 
perfeftly  weary  of  it.  He  therefore  made  them  un- 
derftand>  that  he  was  willing  to  follow  their  advice, 
for  he  could  receive  more  advantages  from  them 
than  from  thofe  in  any  other  country,  Thefe  word* 
pleafed  the  Flemings  much :  they  gave  him  hi« 
liberty,  and  allowed  him  to  partake  of  one  of  his 
favourite  amufements/  hawking,  of  which  he  was 
very  fond.  However,  when  he  weat  to  follow  this 
fport,  they  fet  a  good  watch  over  him,  that  hediA 
not  efcape,  nor  was  llolen  from  thofe  who  had  un- 
dertaken to  guard  him,  on  pain  of  death.  Thefe 
guards  were  of  the  king  of  England's  party  ;  and 
watched  him  fo  clofely  that  they  would  fcarcely  al- 
low him  t6  make  water. 

This  condu6l  lafted  fo  long,  and  was  fo  ofFenfiv* 
to  the  earl,  that  he  agreed  to  marry  the  king  of 
England's  daughter.  The  Flemings  immediately 
informed  the  king  of  it,  and  defired  ths^t  the  king: 
and  queen  would  come  to  the  raonaftery  at  Bergues, 
accompanied  by-  tbeir  daughter,  and  they  would 
bring  their  earl  there,  and  conclude  the  marriage. 
You  may  eafily  imagine  how  pleafed  the  king  and 
queen  were  with  this  news :  they  faid,  the  Flemings 
were  very  good  fort  of  people.  A  day  was  fixed  on 
for  all  parties  to  be  at  Bergues  St.  Viuox,  betv.*eeii 
NeM'port  and  Graveliiies. 

The  moft  powerful  and  leading  men  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  of  Flanders  came  hither  in  great  pomj^ 

bringing 
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bringing  their  lord  with  them.     He  reQ)cfilfully  fa- 
luted  the  king  and  queea^  wha  were  there  in  great 

iiate. 

The  king  took  the  earl  gently  by  the  hand,  led 
liim  forth,  and  faid,  to  excufe  himfeif  as  being  the 
caufe  of  the  death  of  his  father,  that,  as  God  (hould 
help  him,  he  had  never  heard,  on  the  day  of  the 
battle  of  Crecy,  nor  on  the  morrow,  that  the  earl 
had  been  there. 

The  young  earl  appeared  to  be  fatisfied  with  thia 
excufe.  The  fubje6i  of  the  marriage  was  next  dif- 
cuffed,  and  certain  articles  and  treaties  were  agreed 
upon  between  the  king,  the  earl,  and  the  ftates  of 
Flanders,  ^hich  were  promifed  and  fworn  to  be 
adhered  to*. 

The  earl  was  then  betrothed  io  the  lady  Ifabella^ 
daughter  of  jthe  king  and  queen  of  England,  whom 
he  engaged  to  efpoufe ;  but  the  day  of  marriage  was 
put  off,  until  th«  king  (hould  have  more  leifure. 
The  Flemings  returned  home,  taking  with  them 
their  lord;  and  they  quitted  the  king,  queen  and 

the  council  in  very  good  humour  :  the  king  went 
back  to  the  fieget)f  Calais. 

Things  remained  in  this  ftate :  whilft  the  king 
was  making  preparations  for  rich  prefents  of  clotln 
and  jewels  to  diftribute  on  the  wedding-day,  the 
queen  was  employed  in  the  fame  manner,  as  ike 
was  anxious  to  acquit  herfelf  on  the  occaiSon  with 
honor  and  generofity. 

I  •■  I       !■■■        ■■  tl  I  ■       ■  II  1—— —————— ^———^M.» 

*  There  is  in  the  Foedera  the  treaty  of  Marriage,  dated  Dunkirk^ 
Sd  March  1346;  but  the  feal  ha)  been  torn  off,  probably  as  not 
%vilig  been  carried  into  eflfect^ 

The 


The  earl  of  Flanders^  who  was  returned  to  his 
own  country^  aod  among  his  own  people^  was  con-« 
tinually  hawking^  and  pretended  that  this  Englilh 
tUianee  was  perfe6llj  agreeable  to  him.  The  Flem* 
ings 'believed  all  he  faid^  and  did  not  keep  fo  ftrict 
a  guard  upon  him  as  before :  but  they  were  not 
4h^i  acquainted  with  the  difpofition  of  their  lord; 
for^  however  much  he  might  diflemble  in  his  out^ 
ward  behaviour^  he  was '  in  his  heart  devoted  to  the 
French. 

It  happened  one  day^  in  the  fame  week  that  he 
was  to  efpoufe  the  Engliih  princefs^  he  went  out  a 
hawking :  the  falconer  fled  his  hawk  at  a  heron^ 
«ad  the  earl  did  the  fame  with  his :  the  two  hawks 
purfued  their  game^  and  the  earl  galloped  off^  as  if 
following  them^  crying,  '  Hoye,  hoye/     When  he 
was  at  fome  diflance  from  his  keepers^' and  in  the 
open  fields,  he  fiuck  fpurs  into  his  horfe,  and  made 
fuch  fpeed  that  he  was  foon  out  of  fight :  he  did/iot 
fiop  until  he  was  got  into  Artois,  where  he  was  fafe. 
He  then  went  to  king  Philip  in  France^  and  related 
to  him  and  his  nobles  his  adventures,  who  told  him 
he  had  a6led  wifely ;  buttheEnglifh,  on  the  contrary, 
accufed  him  of  betraying  and  deceiving  them. 

The  king  of  England,  neverthelefs,  did  not  fail  for 
this,  toxultivate  the  friendfliip  of  the  Flemings;  £or 
he  knew  that  what  had  happened  was  not  through 
their  confent,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  were 
very  ftiuch'  enraged  at  it ;  fo  he  was  immediately 
fatisfied  with  the  excufes  they  made  him  on  the  , 
oecafion. 

« 
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CHAP.  CXXXIX. 

TUE    LORD    ROBERT    DE   NAmUR^    DOES  HOMAGE  TO 
THE    MN6    OF    ENGLAND/ BEFORE  CALAIS. 

Tl/TANY  barons  and  knights,  from  Flanders; 
Hainault,  Brabant  and  Germany  came  to  paj^ 
their  refpe6ls  to  the  king  and  queen,  whilft  they 
were  befieging  Calais  ;  and  none  returned  withotft 
confiderable  prefents. 

About  this  time,  the  lord  Robert  de  Namur  was 
newly  returned  into  the  county  of  Namur,  from  ah 
expedition  to  the  Holy  Land^  where  he  had  betti 
knighted  by  the  lord  Defpentin.  He  was  Very 
young,  and  had  not  been  folicited  for  his  affiftance 
by  either  of  the  two  kings.  He  fet  out  with  a  rich 
and  numerous  attendance,  and  catne  to  Calais,  ac- 
companied by  many  knights  and  fqufrcs,  where  be 
was  kindly  received  by  the  king,  queen  and  all  the 
barons.  He  gained  their  favour  and  efteem,  from 
bearing  the  fame  name  as  his  uncle,  the  lord  Ro-» 
bert  d'Artois,  who  had  been  formerly  fo  well  be- 
loved by  them,  and  from  whofe  councils  they  had 
reaped  fo  much  benefit.  Ijord  Robert  de  Namur 
fiom  this  tune  became  a  loyal  fervant  to  the  king  of 
England,  who  granted  him  a  penfion  of  three  huu- 


*  Lord  Robert  die  Namur  was  Froiflkrfs  great  patron;  and  to 
him  we  are  indebted  for  this  liiftory,  as  he  himfelf  mentions  in  bi» 
preface.  He  was  created  a  kiiiglit  of  the  garter,  in  Richard  11/* 
reign,  and  is  tlie  85rh  knight  o.'  that  order.— See  Alhmole's  biftory 
o£  th«  order  of  the  garter. 

dred 
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dred  pdubds  fterling  a-year^  and  affighed  tbe  pay- 
ment of  it  on  hin  chefl  at  Bruges.  Me  remained 
witb  the  king  at  the  fiege  of  Calais^  until  the  town 
was  won^  as  you  will  hear  related^ 


CHAP.  CXIh 

tHiS  ENGLISH  COK<ttJ£ft  LA  ROCH]B-D*£kkllSN^^-^tO 
WHICH  PLACte  tHE  LORD  CHARLES  OF  BLOI8  LAYS 
8I1SG£. 

T  HAVB  abilained  a  toitg  time  from  fpeakimg  of 
the  lord  Charles  of  Blois^  at  that  time,  duke  of 
Brittany>  and  of  the  countefs  of  Montfort ;  but  it 
has  been  occafioned  by  the  truce  agreed  to  before 
Vanne8>  which  was  ftriftly  obferved  t  each  party> 
during  that  time^  kept  peaceably  all  that  they  had 
gained. 

As  foon  as  the  truce  was  expired,  the  war  was 
renewed  with  vigour^  The  king  of  England  had 
fent  into  Brittany  fir  Thomas  Daggeworthf  and 
fir  John  Hartwell ;  and  they  had  quitted  the  fiege 
of  Calais  with  two  hundred  men  at  afms  and  four 
hundred  archers. 

The  countefs  of  Montfort  remained  in  the  town 
of  Hehnebon;  and  (he  had  with  her  fir  Taneguy 
dtt.  Ch^tel>  a  knight  from  lower  Brittany.     The 


•    •  A  town  in  Brittany»  about  two  leagues  from  Trcguierfc  near 
Gniiigamp. 

t  Sir  Thomas    Daggeworth    Was  appointed   commander  in 
Brittany^  by  writ  of  privy  ieal,  dated  Readmg*  January  10,  1347. 

'^FaCDEKA. 
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EnglUh  ^nd  Preio^s  ina^ie  frequent  attacks  upoa 
tl^  lar4  Chi^rles's  party^  ao4  ^ith  yarious  fuccefa; 
but  the  country  was  completely  ruined  anji  die* 
firoyed  by  tbefe  men  ^t  arms^  aad  the  poor  peoplt 
paid  dearly  for  it. 

Three  knights,  one  day,    fet  out  to  befiegea 
town  called  la  Roche*d'errieh  :  they  had  collected 
a  number  of  mep  at  arms  on  horfeback>  and  fpat 
fpldiers^  and  made  fome  violent  attacks  upon  the 
town  ;  but  it  was  fo  well  defended,  that  the  Eng- 
lifli  coiild  not  gain  any  advantage.     The  captain  of 
th^garrifo^  £or  lord  Charles  was  TaflartdeGuioes^^ 
bi|t  three  parts  of  the  inhabitants  were  more  at-    ' 
tached  tp  the  EogliOv  than  to  the  French  ;  fo  thef 
arre&ed  fir  Taffart,  and  declared  they  would  mur*  ' 
4er  him,  if  he  would  not  join  them  \n  furrenderiog; 
thie  place  ti^  the  Engliih.     Upon  this,  he  faid  he 
wx)uld  comply  with  whatever  they  wilhed  :  they  • 
thm  let  him  gp^  and  advance^  towards  the  EngUih 
army,  whom  they  admitted  into  their  town.     Sir 
Taflart  was  continued  as  before,  governor  of  it. 
When  the  Englifli  returned  to*  Hennebon,  they  left 
with  him  a  fufficieniey  of  men  at  arms  and  archers, 
to  defend  the  town  and  caftle. 

Lord  Charle^j  when  be  heard  this,  fwor^  things 
fliottld  not  go  on  thus.  He  fummoned  all  bis  par- 
ttfans  in  Brittauny  and  Normandy,  and  aJSEbaoAded  in 
the  city  of  Nantes  lix^teen  hundr-ed  men  in  armqiir, 
tmd  twelve  thpufand  fppt  £61diers.     Thejie  migjlsit  be 


■»  »■■■ 


Richard  Touffaint. 
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fcKlf  kuadr^  knighU  and  twefity^tb]«6  bftnneretey 
wbo  all  came  to  lay  liege  to  la  Roclie'^d'eTriea* 
They  brought  with  them  large  engines^  >9^hiob  thfe^ 
ih>oes  into  thci  town  day  and  nighty  and  much  to^ 
noyed  the  inhabitants.  The  tdwnfmen  fent  off 
iiMsflengers^  to  inform  the  counteft  what  was  going 
forwards :  as  Ihe  had  proniifed  them  affifiamie,  if 
.  they  (hould  be  befieg)ed. 

Upon  this,  the  countefs  fent  every  where,  that 
file  could  think  likely,  to  procure  men,  and  in  a 
ibort  time  collected  a  thoufand  men  in  armour,  and 
eig^ht  thoufand  foot  foldiers,  which  (he  put  under 
the  command  of  the  three*  knights  before  meu*^ 
tiooed.  Thefe  knights  declared  that  they  woulld- 
either  raife  the  fiege  of  la  Roche-d'errien,  or  perifli 
IB  the  attempt ;  and,  taking  the  field,  they  advanced 
very  near  to  the  army  of  lord  Charles :  they  took 
up  their  quarters  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  with  the 
intention  of  fighting  the  next  day.  About  midnight 
fir  Thomas  Dagworth  and  fir  John  Hstrtwell  armed 
one  half  of  their  people,  and,  fetting  off  in  filence^ 
fell  upon  one  of  the  wings  of  lord  Charles's  aroify, 
and  flew  a  great  number  of  his  men.  They  remained 
in  this  a£iion  folong  that  the  whole  army  was  roufed 
Uid  armed ;  they  could  not  therefore  retreat,  with- 
out encountering  the  whole  of  the  lord  Charles's 
fcyrcc.  They  were  farrounded,  arid  fo  Aatply  dealf 
^ith  that  they  cdtild  not  withfl:and  the  powers  of  tte 


*  From  what  Ibllow's,  one  may  fuppofo  thefe  three  knigAtS^ 
tfilref,— fir  Thomas  Dagworth,— fir  John  HartwelJr-fir  Tttueguy 
^u  Ch^tel. 

PS    .  French. 
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j^jrenchv  Sir  Thomts  Dagworth  ^vas  taken  prifouery 
aft^  having  been  feYerely  >vounded.  Sir  Joha 
Hart  well  efcaped  as  well  as  he  was  able^  with  all 
that  be  could  bring  off  with  him>  by  making  for  thcf 
river.  He  related  to  fir  Taneguy  du  ChMel  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  their  attack ;  and  they  held  a  council^ 
whether  they  ought  not  to  return  to  Henneboti.* 


CHAP.  CXU. 

TiBB     COMBAT     OF     LA      ROCHE-D'ERRIEN^      WHERI^ 
THE     LORD     (ftfARLES     OF    BIX)IS     IS      MADE     PRI- 
•  dONER. 


AT  the  time  they  were  holding  this  council^ 
,  whether  to  decamp  or  noty  there  came  to  ihem 
a  knight  from  the  countefs^  called  Garnier  lord  of 
Cadoudal,  with  a  hundred  men  at  arms,  who  had ' 
been  prevented  from  coming  fooner.  When  he 
was  informed  of  the  refolution  they  were  about  to* 
take  of  returning,  '  Oh  come,'  faid  hcy  ^  arm  youc-« 

felves  quickly^  and  mount  your  horfes ;    and  he 

'    ■  '  -I  f 

*  Our  hifiorians  relate  this  affair  differcntty.  See  Dugdale's 
Baronage.  Sir  Tbomas  Dagworth'  was  not  uMnie  prifVner,  nor 
wounded;  he  was  the  peifon  who  a^iit^d  the  iecond  attack,  not 
the  lord  of  Cadoudal,  as  FroiiTart  relates.  The  lung,  lor 
his  good  conduct,  tnadehim  liis  lieutenant-genei^l  of  the  duchy 
of  Brittany ;  and  the  enfuing  year  he  was  called  up  to  the  houfe 
of  peers. 

In  the  Hiftoire  de  Bretagne,  fo  often  quoted,  the  account  of 
tbefe  engagements  is  vefy  diiTerent,  and  in  part  not  very  much  to 
the  honour  of  &r  Tbomas  Dagworth>  if  the  fa6is  be  true.  Vol.  i. 
pp.  il76,  277. 
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that  has  no  horfe^  let  him  follow  on  foot  t  &r  we 
Mrill  go  and  look  once  more  at  our  enemies^  who 
«re  now  fo  elated  that  we  fhall  be  fure  to  conquer 
them.' 

Thofe  that  had  horfes  foon  got  themfelves  in 
Teadinlefs^  and  fet  out ;  and  the  foot  followed  them ; 
lb  that^  about  fun-rife^  they  came  upon  the  army 
of  the  lord  Charles,  which  they  found  wrapped  up 
in  fleep,  for  they  did  not  imagine  they  ihould  have 
any  more  diflurbance. 

The  Englifh  and  Bretons  began  immediately  to 
cut  down  and  defiroy  tents  and  pavilions,  and  to 
Hay  all  thofe  whom  they  had  thus  furprifed;  for 
'they  had  thought  themfelves  fo  fecure,  they  had 
not  fet  any  watch.  Thus  were  thofe  of  the  party 
of  lord  Charles  defeated,  and  all  the  barons  of 
Normandy  and  Brittany  that  were  with  him  takea 
prifoners  that  night.  The  liege  of  la  Rochei« 
d'errien  was  raifed,  and  lord  Charles  condu£led 
to  Hennebon.  '  Neverthelefs.  the  towns  and  fpr- 
tr^fifs  that  he  had  before  gained^  fiill  held  out  for 
Kim ;  for  his  wife,  who  called  herfelf  duchefs  of 
Brittany,  undertook  moft  cheerfully  to  continue 
the  war. 


P  3  CHAP. 
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CflAP.  CXLII. 

THE  EIMCI  OF  rK  AMCB  COLLECTS  A  GREAT  AiRMY  T* 

BAISE  THE  SIEGE  OF  CALAIS. 

J^IJ^G  Fhilip  of  France,  who  felt  that  his  fub-. 
je6^  ia  Calais  muft  be  feyerely  oppreffedj  ^m-t 
laanded  ^U  the  iKaights  and  fquires  of  his  realo^  ie 
rendezTous  at  Amiensj  or  near  that  town^.  oa  th^ 
fgaft  of  Whitfuntide.     No  one  dared  to  difobey 
tl^is  order>  but  all  were  punctual  in  being  there  at 
the  ^ppoiat^d  time.     King  Philip .  l^ept  a  ^leiim 
court  ^t  Aini^ns^  ^.t  which  wero  prefent  the  ^uk^oC 
l^ormandj  his  eldejl  fon^  ^  he  duko  pf  Orl^w^s  hit 
yoiingeft  Ibq^  lEludes  duke  of  Bqrgundy^  the  dulM 
9f  Bourbon^g  the  ^^rl  of  Foi^,  the  Ipfd  Iiewis  «^ . 
$fMPy>  the  lord  John  of  ^aiD4^1ta  th^  earls  of  Ar^  ' 
Uiagp2^€^   Yaf^tiuois^   Forets^   ai\d  4  great  WWjf 
^ther  earls>  barops  and  knights. 

When  all  thefe  noblemen  were  aflembled  iq 
Aipiens^  they  held  many  councils.  The  king  of 
France  was  yery  anxious  to  have  a  free  pafl^^ 
through  F)9.nder8^  that  he  might  fend  through  it  % 
part  of  his  army  by  way  of  Gr^velines^  to  reiufor^ 
the  garrifon  of  Calais^  and  to  attack  and  fight  with 
the  Engliih  on  that  fide  of  the  town.  He  fent^ 
therefore^  a  very  magnificent  embafiy  into  Flpndera^ 
to  treat  with  the  Flemings  on  this  fubjefil :  but  the 
l(ing  of  England  had  fo  many  friends  there^  that 
they  would  not  grant  him  his  requeft.  The  king^ 
upon  this^  faid;^  he  would  then  adyanee  as  far  as 
Soulogne^ 

The 
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« 

The  kifi^  of  England^  who  found  he  could  not 
conquer  Calais^  but  by  famiato^  ordered  a  large 
cafile  to  be  conftru6led  of  ftrong  timbers^  in  order 
ix>  flint  up  the  communication  with  the  fea ;  and 
be  dire6ted  it  to  be  built  and  embattled  Jn  fuch  a 
manner  that  it  could  not  be  defiroyed.  He  placed 
it  between  the  town  and  the  fea^  and  fortified  it 
^th  all  forts  of  warlike  inftruments^  and  garrifoiied 
it  with  forty  men  at  arms  and  two  hundred  archers^ 
ifv'ho  guarded  the  harbour  and  port  of  Calais  fo 
clofely^  that  nothing  could  come  out  or  go  into 
t&e  town^  without  being  funk  or  taken.  By  thii 
means  he  more  forely  aggrieved  the  Calefians^  thati( 
\y  any  thing  he  had  hitherto  done^  and  foontfr 
brought  famine  among  them. 

About  this  time,  the  king  of  England  was  fo 
t£iiYe  among  the  Flemings,  ( with  whom,  as  yott' 
litfve  juft  heard,  the  king  of  France  wanted  to  make 
a  treaty)  that  they,  to  the  amount  of  ahuntfi'ed' 
^  thoufand  men,  marched  out  of  Flanders,  and  laid 
fiege  to  the  town  of  Aire*:  they  burnt  all  the 
countjry  round  it,  as  far  as  St.  Vcnant,  MourTille 
la  Gorge,  Eftelly  le  Ventre,  and  a  tra6l  Of  country 
Mund  Loo,  and  even  as  far  as  the  gates  of  St. 
Omerf  and  Terouenne  J. 


■a  I. 


*  A  fhong  town  in  Artois,  generality  of  AmieiiSy   fourteen 
leagues  from  Calais.  ^ 

t  A  iboiig  city  in  Artois,  ten  leagues  from  Caliis. 
X  An  ancient  town  in  Artois,  deftroyed  by  Charles  V.  1553. 
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'The  king  of  France  tdok  up  his  quarters  at  Arras*. 
He  fent  a  large  bodjr  of  men  to  firengthen  his  gar- 
rifons  ip  Artois^  and  in  paar^icular  fir  Charles  d'Ef- 
pagnei  his  confiable,  to  St.  Omer ;  for  the  earl  of 
£)u  and  of  Guines^,  who  had  been  confiable^  v^as  a 
prifpner^  as  I  have  before  related^  in  England. 

The  Flemings  kept  advancing  into  the  country^ 
and  gavQ  the  French  employment  enough  before 
they  Tretreated. 

When  the  Flemings  were  returned,  after  having 
made  themfelves  well  acquainted  with  the  parts 
about  Loof ,  the  king  of  France  and  his  army  left 
Arras,  and  came  to  IIefdin| :  the  army  i^^d  bag- 
gage occupied  three  leagues  of  country.  When 
the  king  had  rifled  one  d^y  at  Hefdin^  he  advanced 
the  next  day  to  Blangy§j,  where  he  halted,  in  order 
to  confider  whither  he  fliould  march  next.  He  wa» 
^'vifed  to  make  for  that  part  of  the  country  called 
la  Belune,  and  ^accordingly  began  his  march  thither, 
his  army  follQwing,  which  amounted,  including  men 
of  all  dcfcriptiops,  to  twQ  hundred  thoufand.  The 
king  ^nd  his  army  patfed  through  the  country  of 
Faukenbergll,  and  came  ftraight  to  the  hill  of  San- 
gatef ,  between  Calais  and  WijGTaut :  they  marched 

■■■-.  ■  ■       — ■ .--II.  -  M  ,  ..       .      .     ..I.       ..     I.  . .«  Ill  , 

*  A  (Irong  city  in  Artois,  twenty-feven  leagues  from  Calais, 
t  Loo, — a  towii  to  the  foutli  of  Fumes, 
t  A  flroQg  town  in  Artois,  dipcefe  of  Arras,  thirteen  leagues 
diflant  from  it. 

§  Village  in  Artois,  bailiwick  of  St  Pol, 
II  A  village  in  Artois,  bailiwick  of  Aire. 
IT  A  village  in  Ficardy,  government  of  Calais^ 
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armed^  With  banners  flying^. by. moon-light;  fo  th&t 
it  was  a  beautiful  fight  to  fee  their  gallant  army. 
When  thofe  in  Calais  perceived  them^  from  the 
walls^  pitching  their  tents,  thej^  thought  it  had 
been  a  new  fiege. 


CHAP-  CXLIIK 

OTKE  KING  OF  ENGLAND  GUARDS  ALL  THE  PASSSB 
JROUND  CALAIS^  SO  THAT  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE 
CIANNOT    APPROACH    TO    RAISE   THE    SIEGE. 

TF  WILL  now  relate  what  the  ling  of  England 
'Iiad  done^  and  was  doings  when  he  faw  with  what 
vodigious  force  the  king  of  France  was  come  to 
fe  the  fiege  of  Calais^  which  had  coft  him  fo 
nnui.ch  money  and  labour.  He  knew  that  the  town 
'v^r^t,^  fo  nearly  famiihed,  that  it  could  hold  out  but 
2t  xr^ry  fhort  time :  therefore,  it  would  have  forelj 
H^ijrt  him,  to  have  been  forced  at  th^it  time  to  raife 
it-  He  confidered,  that  the  French  could  neither 

^T^1>  roach  his  army  nor  the  town  of  Calais  but  bj 
t'^'^o  roads :  the  one  by  the  downs,  along  the  fea* 
MOr^  ;  the  other  higher  up  the  country,  which^ 
^  ^^'vvijYer,  was  full  of  ditches  and  bogs  ;  and  there 
'^a.s  T)ut  one  bridge,  called  the  bridge  of  NieuUet, 
^y  ^vebich  they  could  be  croffed.     He  pofl;cd,  therc- 
fore_,  his  fleet  along  the  fliore,  as  near  as  he  could 
t^  the  downs,  and  provided  it  with  plenty  of  every 
^^rli^e  engine;  fo  that  the  French  could  not  pafs 
Aiat  way.     He  fent  the  earl  of  Derby,  with  a  fuflB- 
cVetit  force  of  mea  at  ajms  and  archers,  to  guard 
3  the 
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the  bridge  of  Nieullet.  The  French,  therefore^ 
were  prevented  from  advancing  thither,  unlefsr  they 
attempted  croffing  the  marflies  hetween  Sangate 
and  the  fea,  which  were  impaffable.  There  was 
alfo,  nearer  to  Calais,  a  high  tower,  whicfr^was 
guarded  by  thirty  archers  from  England;  and  they 
had  fortified  it  with  double  ditches,  as  a  ilronger 
defence  of  the  paflage  over  the  downs. 

When  the  French  had  taken  up  their  quarterii 
on  the  hill  of  Sangate,  thofe  from  Totirnay,  who 
might  amount  to  about  fifteen  hundred  mea, 
advanced  towards  this  tower :  the  garrifbn  (hot  at 
them,  and  wounded  fome ;  but  the  men  of  Toumay 
croiTed  the  ditches,  and  reached  the  foot  o£  the 
tower  with  pick-axes  and  bars.  The  engageflinit 
was  then  very  iharp  ;  and  many  of  the  Tenmay- 
men  were  killed  and  wounded;  but^  in  the  end^ 
the  tower  was  taken  and  thrown  down,  and  all  thai 
were  within  it  put  to  the  fword. 

The  king  of  France  fent  his  two  marflials,  the 
lord  of  Beaujeu  and  the  lord  of  St.  Venant,  to  ex- 
amine the  country,  and  fee  where  the  army  could 
pafs,  in  order  to  fight  with  the  Englifli :  but,  aftc» 
they  had  well  examined  all  the  pafles,  they  f  eturned 
and  told  the  king  there  was  not  any  pofiibility  of 
doing  it,  but  with  infinite  lofs  of  men.  Thfnga 
remained  in  this  ftate,  that  day  and  the  following 
night ;  but  on  the  morrow,  after  the  king  of  France 
had  heard  mafs,  he  fent  to  the  king  of  England  the 
lord  Geoffry  de  Chargny,  the  lord  EuAace  deRi- 
beaumont,  fir  Guy  de  Nefle  and  the  lord  of  fieau^ 
jeu,  who,  as  they  rode  along,  obferved  how  ilroiigly 

all 
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i^U  i\k^  palKes  were  guarded  :  they  werie  allowed  t& 
proceed  freelj^  for  fo  the  king  of  England  had  or- 
dered^ and  praifed  very  much  the  difpofiticHis  of. 
(be  earl  of  Derby^  \vho  was  polled  at  the  bridge  of 
Nieullet^  over  which  they  pafied. 

They  rode  on^  until  they  came  where  the  king 
wa«j  whom  they  found  furrounded  by  his  baron* 
and  knights  :  they  all  four  difmounted^  and  ad<* 
vanced  towards  the  king^  with  many  reverences ; 
then  the  lord  Eufiace  de  Ribeaumont  faid^  '  Sir^ 
the  king  of  France  informs  you  through  us^  that 
T^  is  come  to  the  hill  of  Sangatc^  in  order  to  give 
yOQ  battle ;  but  he  cannot  find  any  means  of  ap« 
proaching  you  :  he  therefore  wifiies  you  would 
aflemble  your  council^  and  he  will  fend  fome  of  his^ 
that  they  may  confer  together^  and  fix  upon  a  fpot 
vhere  a  general  combat  may  take  place/,  The 
king  of  England  was  advifed  to  make  his  anfwer 
ia  follows :  '  Gentlemen^  I  perfectly  underfiand  the 
r?quefi  you  have  made  me  from  my  adverfary^  who 
.wrongfully  keeps  poflefiion  of  my  inheritance^  which 
weighs  much  upon  me.  You  will  therefore  tell 
him  from  me^  if  you  pleafe^  that  I  have  been  on 
ibis  fpot  near  a  twelvemonth  :  this  he  was  well  in- 
ioFBied  of,  and^  had  he  chofen  it^  might  have  come 
herfe  fooner  ;  but  he  has  allowed  me  to  remain  fo 
fong^  that  Z  have  expended  very  large  fums  of 
money^  and  have  done  fo  much  that  I  muft  be 
mafter  of  Calais  in  a  very  ihort  time :  I  am  not 
therefore  inclined^  in  the  fipalleft  degree^  to  comply 
with  his  requeil^  or  to  gratify  his  convenience^  or 
to  nbandon  what  I  have  gainedji  or  what  I  have 

been 
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been'  fo  anxious  to  conquer.  If,  therefore,  neither 
he  nor  his  army  can  pafs  this  way,  he  muft  feek 
out  forae  other  road*  / 

The  four  noblemen  then  returned,  and  were 
efcorted  as  far  as  the  bridge  of  NieuUet,  and  related 
to  the  king  of  France  the  king  of  England's  anfwer. 
Whilft  the  king  of  France  was  detifing  meaps  to 
>fight  with  the  Engliih^  two  cardinals^  from  pope 
Clement,  arrived  as  ambaffadors  in  the  camp. 

Immediately  on  their  arrivs^l,  they  yifited  each 
army,  and  exerted  themfelves  fo  much  that  they 
procured  a  fort  of  truce ;  during  which  time,  four 
lords  of  each  party  were  to  meet,  and  eddeavour 
to  form  a  peace.  On  the  part  of  the  king  of  France, 
were  nominated  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  the  duke 
of  Bourbon,  the  lord  lewis  of  Savoy,  and  fir  John 
of  Hainault.  The  En^liih  commiffioners  were,  the 
earl  of  Derby,  the  earl  of  Northampton,  lord  Re- 
ginald Cobham,  and  fir  Walter  Mannyf .  The  two 
cardinals  were  the  moll  a6liye  perfons  in  this  bufi- 
uefs,  going  backwards  and  forwards  ffoni  one  army 
to  the  other, 

Thefe  commiffioners  were  three  days  together; 

and  various  propofitions  for  peace  were  brought 

— — —       '  —      '     ■  '     ■  ■« 

*  By  a  letter  from  Edward  to  the  archbjihop  of  Canterbury^ 
which  is  at  length  in  Avelbury,  pp.  i62,  &c.  he  lays  h^  accepted 
this  challenge,  but  that  the  enemy  varied  hi  his  terms  of  acc^>ir 
ance,  fo  that  they  could  not  agree;  and  that  the  French,  fettiug 
fire  to  tiieir  tents,  ran  off  with  precipitation,  as  if  they  bad  been 
defeated. 

t  Sir  Walter  Manny  had  a  fummons  to  parliament  among  tlio 
barons  of  the  realm^  from  the  ?]fi  to.  the  441h  of  this  kiug'^ 
reign  incluj^ve.r— Ducdalk. 

forwards 
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forward^  tlioiigh  none  took  eflfefii.  During  which 
ikhe,  the  king  of  England  was  firengthening  his 
^trayt  and  making  wide  and  deep  ditches  on  the 
downsj  to  prevent  the  French  from  furprifing  him. 
"When  thefe  three  dajs  were  pafled' w'ithout  anj 
treaty  heing  effefted,  the  two  cardinals  went  to  St. 
Omer. 

The  king  of  France^  perceiving  he  could  not  in 
tiny  way  fucceed,  decamped  on  the  morrow^  and 
look  the  road  to  Amiens^  where  he  difbanded  all 
liis  troops^  the  men  at  arms^  as  well  as  thofe  lent 
from  the  different  towns.  When  the  Caleiians  faw 
them  depart^  it  gave  them  great  grief.  Some  gf 
the  Englifh  fell  on  their  rear^  and  captured  horfes;^ 
£wd  waggons  laden  with  wine  and  other  things^  ad 
well  us  fome  prifoners ;  all  which  they  brought  td 
Iheir  camp  before  Calais. 


CHAP.  CXLIV. 


'i'llfi   TOtlTN    OF    CALAIS    StTRIlENDERS    TO   THE    KtJfG 

OF    ENGLAND. 

^^^FTER  the  departure  of  the  king  of  France^ 

with  his  army,   from  the  hill  of  Singate,  the 

Caleiians  faw  clearly  that  all  hopes  of  fuccour  were 

^t  an  end ;  which  uccafioned  them  fo  much  forrow 

and  diftrefs,  that  the  hardi^ft  could  fcarcely  fupport 

it-     They  intrciated,  therefore,  moft  earneftly,  the 

lord  John  de  Vicnne,  their  governor,  to  mount 

^pon  the  battlements,  and  make  a  figri  th^t  h^ 

tithed  to  hold  a  parley.,    The  king  of  England, 

upon 
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ipon  hearing  this,  fent  to  him  fir  Walter  Manny 
aiid  lord  Baflet.  When  they  were  come  near,  the 
lord  de  Vieune  faid  to  them :  '  Dear  gentlemen, 
you  who  are  Tery  valiant  knights,  know  that  the 
king  of  France,  whofe  fubje6ls  we  are,  hag  fent  us 
hither  to  defend  this  town  and  caftle  from  all  harm 
and  damage  :  this  we  have  done  to  the  heft  of  our 
abilities.  All  hopes  of  help  have  now  left  us,  fo 
that  we  are  moft  exceedingly  ftraitened ;  and  if  the 
gallant  king,  your  lord,  have  not  pity  upon  us,  we 
muft  perifh  with  hunger.  I  therefore  intreat,  that 
you  would  beg  of  him  to  have  compaffion  on  us, 
and  to  have  the  goodnefs  to  allow  us  to  depart  in 
the  ftate  we  are  in,  and  that  he  wilt  be  fatisfied  with 
having  pofleffion  of  the  town  and  caftle,  wiUi^  all 
that  is  within  them,  as  he  will  find  therein  riches 
enough  to  content  him/  To  this  fir  Walter  Manny 
replied  :  '  John,  we  are  not  ignorant  of  what  the 
king  our  lord's  intentions  are;  for  he  has  told  them 
to  us  :  know  then,  that  it  is  not  his  pleafure  you 
ihould  get  off  fo ;  for  he  is  refolved  that  you  fur- 
render  yourfelves  folely  to  his  will,  to  allow  thofe 
whom  he  pleafes  their  ranfom,  or  to  put  them  to 
death;  for  the  Calefians  have  done  him  fo  much 
mifchief,  and  have,  by  their  obfiinate  defence,  coilf 
him  fo  many  lives  and  fo  much  money,  thai  he  is 
mightily  enraged/ 

The  lord  de  Vienne  anfw^red :  '  Thefe  condi- 
tions are  too  hard  for  us.  We  are  but  a  fmall 
number  of  knights  and  fquires,  who  have  loyally 
fcicvefi  our  lord  and  mafi:er,  as  you  would  have 
d(Ma^  and.  have  fufiered  much  ill  and  dif^uiet ;  .but 
4  we 
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we  will  endure  more  than  any  men  eTer  did  ia 
a  fimilar  fituation^  before  we  confcnt  that  the 
fiAalleil  boy  in  the  town  (hould  fare  worfe  than  the 
beft.  I  therefore  once  more*intrcat  you,  out  of 
compaflion^  to  return  to  the  king  of  England,  and 
beg  of  him  to  have  pity  on  us :  he  will,  I  truiC^ 
^rant  you  this  favour:  for  I  have  fuch  an  opinion 
of  his  gallantry  as  to  hope,  that,  through  God's 
iftercy,  he  will  aJter  his  mind/  The,  two  lords  re- 
turned to  the  king,  and  related  what  had  pailji^. 
The  king  faid,  he  had  no  intentions  of  complying 
with  the  requeft,  but  ihould  infill  that  they  furren- 
dered  themfelves  unconditionally  to  his  will.  Sir 
Walter  replied  :  '  My  lord  you  may  to  be  blame 
in^is,  as  you  will  fet  us  a  very  bad  examfile;  for 
ji  you  order  us  to  go  to  any  of  your  caftles,  we 
fliall  nbt  obey  you  fo  cheerfully,  if  you  put  thefe 
people  to  death ;  for  they  will  retaliate  upon  vHi,  ia 
a  fimilar  cafe/  Many  barons  who  were  then  pre- 
feat  fupported  this  opinion.  Upon  whibh  the  king^ 
replied  :  '  Gentlemen,  I  am  not  fo  obftinate  as  to 
hold  my  opinion  alone  againft  you  all :  fir  Walter, 
jou  will  inform  the  governor  of  Calais,  that  tha 
only  grace  he  mufl  expe3;  from  me  is,  that  fix  of 
the  principal  citizens  of  Calais  march  out  of  the 
town,  with  bare  heads  and  feet,  with  ropes  round 
their  necks,  and  the  keys  of  the  town  and  cafile  ia 
their  hands.  Thefe  fix  perfons  fliall  be'ftt  my  ab-*' 
folate  difpofal,  and  the  remainder  of  the  inhabitants 
pardoned.'        . 

Sir  Walter  returned  to  the  lord  de  Viemie,  stho 
was  wAitii^  for  him  on  the  battlements,  and  told  , 
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kirn  all  tliai  he  had  heen  able  to  gain  from  the 
king.  '  I  b6g  of  you/  replied  the  governor,  ^that 
you  would  be  fo  good  as  to  remain  here  a  little^ 
whilft  I  go  and  relate  all  that  has  pafled  to  the 
townfmen;  for,  as  they  have  defired  me  to  under-* 
tike  this,  it  is  but  proper  they  ihould  knov^  the  re* 

fult  of  it/ 

He  went  to  the  market-place^  and  caufed  the  bell 
to  be  rung :  upon  which  all  the  inhabitants^  men, 
aq(|  women,  aflembled  in  the  town-hall.  He  then 
related  to  them  what  he  had  faid>  and  the  answers 
he  had  received ;  and  that  he  could  Dot  obtain  any 
conditions  more  favourable^  to  which  they  m^A  . 
give  a  ihort  and  immediate  anfwer. 

This  information  caufed  the  greateit  lamentat|||p 
and  defpair  ;  fo  that  the  hardeft  heart  would  havcf 
had  compailion  on  them ;  even  the  lord  de  Vieime 
wepfc  bitterly- 
After  a  Ihort  time,  the  moft  wealthy  citizen  of 
the  town,  by  name  Euftace  de  St.  Pierre,  rofe  up 
and  faid :  ^  Gentlemen,  both  high  and  low,  it  would 
be  a  very  great  pity  to  fuftfer  fo  many  people  to  die 
through  famine,  if  any  ipeans^  could  be  found  to 
prevent  it;  and  it  would  be  highly  meritorious  in 
the  eyes  of  our  Saviour,  if  fuch  mifery' could  be 
averted.  I  have  fuch  faith  and  truft  in  finding 
grace  before  God,  if  I  die  to  fave  my  townfmen, 
that  I  name  myfelf  as  firil  of  the  fix.^ 

When  Euftace  had  done  fpeaking,  they  all  rofe 
up  and  almoft  worfhipped  him  :  many  caft  them- 
felves  at  his  feet,  with  tears  and  groans.  Another 
citizen^  very  rich  and  refpefted,  rofe  up  and  faid. 

He 
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He  would  be  the  fecond  to  his  companion,  Euftace : 
his  name  was  John  Daire.  After  him,  James  Wi- 
fant,  who  was  very  rich  in  merchandize  and  lands,  '' 
offered  himCelf,  as  companion  to  his  two  coulins :  ' 
as  did  Peter  Wil'ant,  his  brother.  Two  others  then ' 
named  themfelves,  which  completed  the  number  ' 
demanded  by  the  king  of  England.  i 

The  lord  John  de  Vienne  then  mounted  a  fmall'! 
hackney;  for  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  could'* 
yfa,\k ;  and  conducted  them  to  the  gate.  Tbera^i 
was  the  greateft  I'ovrow  and  lamentation  all  over' 
the-town  ;  and  in  fuch  manner  were  they  attended 
to  the  gate,  which  the  governor  ordered  to  htft 
opened,  and  then  fhut  upon  him  and  the  Gx  citi-^IJ 
zens,  whom  he  led  to  (he  barriers,  and  faid  to  fir 
Walter  Manny,  who  was  there  waiting;  for  him; 
*  I  deliver  up  to  you,  as  governor  of  Calaii,  with 
the  confent  of  the  inhabitants,  thefe  fix  citizens;' 
and  I  fwear  to  you  that  they  wt^re,  and  arc  at  this  t 
day,  the  moil  wealthy  and  refpefilable  inhabitants 
of  Calais.  I  beg  of  you,  gentle  lir,  that  you  would 
have  the  goodnefs  to  befcech  the  king,  that  they, 
may  not  be  put  to  death.'  '  I  cannot  anfwer  for^ 
what  the  king  will  do  with  them.'  replied  fir  Wal- 
ter ;  'but  you  may  depend,  that  I  will  do  all  txii 
my  power  to  iave  tliem.'  ' 

The  barriers  were  opened;  wheuthefefix  citi-i 
zeng  advanced  towards  the  pavilion  of  the  kiag^t 
and  the  lord  de  Vienne  re-entered  the  lown. 

When  fir  Walter  Manny  bad  prefeiited  thefe  fi^ 
citizens  to  the  king,  they  fell  upon  their  kneea^ 
and,  with  uplifted  hands,  faid ;  '  Moft  gallant  king. 
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fee  before  you  fix  citizens  ^f  Gtlak^  wlio.  fmYA 
been  capital  merchant?,  mi  who  bring  you*  tbtfi 
k^yji  of  the  caftle  ind  of  tbQ  town^    We  furren^ 
ourfelyea  to  your  abfolute  will  ud  pleafiire,  m^ 
Older  to  fave  the  remainder  cff  tbe  inhabitantft;  of 
Calais^  vrho^ bayefuffei'ed much  diftref$ andmiferyb 
Condefcend  therefore,   out  of  your  noblenieft  ol'i 
mindU  tp  have  mercy  and  eompaffiou  npoai  ub. 
AU  the  baroQs^  knights  and    fquires^  that  were. 
a0emhled .  there  ia  great  ouoifeers^  vrep^;  at^tbid^/ 
fight,  ^ 

I'he  king  eyed  thent  with  an^ry  IookK>  (fw/facr* 
hated  much  the  people  of  Calais^  for  the  grea^t  hifiesr.l 
he  had  formerly  fuffered  from  them  at  f«a,J  im^c 
o^red  itb^ir  he^wlg  to  be  iirick^  oiF,     AU  pvef«|li^ 
iqtreated  the  king,  th^at  hQ  wonld  be  mpK^  m^^ifkh 
to.  them t  but.facWOAild  not  liflcna^  to  tl^m^  1^3beii 
fif  Walter  Manny  faid }  '  Ah,  gentle,  king>.  kt':^nM . 
befeech  you  to.  r^ftrain  your  anger  :  you  have  ^t|« 
reputation  of  great  npMepe&  of  foul^  do  not^  therev' 
foretarniOi  it  by  fuch  an  a£i  as  this^  nor  aUoMfSiijr^ 
one  to  fpeak  in«a  difgraceful  manner  of  you.:  In  thiii;; 
infiance/all  the  world  'will  fay  you  Imve  ai^ed  cru«f . 
elly>  if  you  piit^to  death  fix  firch  refpe£Ulble,  perr* 
fons^  who^  of  their  own.free  yill,  have  fui^reudefe^v 
themfelves  to  your  mercy^  in  order  to  f^\^  tl^mix 
fellow-citizens/    Upon  thisy  the  king  gt^ve^a  v^jj^k^ 
faying^  'Beit  fo/  and  ordered  the  headiiMlUt  tq^ 
be  fent.for;  for  that  the  Calefians  had  dflnc^  biqio 
fo  much  damage^  it  was  proper  they  ftk^ul^^fviff&r 
for  iti.  t) .  » ;• 
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*rhe  queen  of  England^  who  at  that  time  was 
very  big  with  child,  fell  on  her  knees,  and,  with 
tears^  faid  ;  '  Ah,  gentle  fir,  fince  I  have  croffed 
the  fea  with  great  danger,  to  fee  you,  I  have  never 
aiked  you  one  favour  :  nbw>  I  moll  humbly  afk  ii 
a  gift,  for  the  fake  of  the  Son  of  the  bleffpd  Mary^ 
and  for  your  love  to  roe,  that  you  will  be  merciful 
to  thefe  fix  men.'  The  king  looked  at  her  for 
Ibme  time  in  filence,  and  then  faid ;  '  Ah,  lady>  I 
Wifli  you  had  been  any  where  elfe  than  here  :  yott 
have  entreated  in  fuch  a  manner  that  I  cannot  re- 
fufe  you  ;  I  therefore  give  them  to  you,  to  do  as 
you  ple&fe  with  them.*  The  queen  condu6led  the 
fix  citizens  to  her  apartments,  and  had  the  halters 
taken  from  round  their  necks,  after  which  (he  new 
clothlgd  thenl>  and  ferved  them  with  a  plentiful  din-^ 
uHt :  flii^  then  prefented  each  with  fix  nobles,  and 
hsA  them  efcorted  but  of  the  camp  in  fafety*. 

CHAP. 


*  '  Proiffart  alone  among  liis  conteraporaries  relates  this  re- 
lnariE8!)le  fa^:  and  the  fimplicity  of  his  ilyle  may  give  even  to 
lable  tlie  appearance  of  truth.  Edward  was  generous:  he  is  here 
reprefented  as  a  ferocious  coniiueror,  whom  love  alone  doiild 
ibfteiD,  and  wlio  obtliuately  perliils  to  punrih  a  courage  which  he 
ott«>4ft  to  have  efleemed.  The  a6tion  of  theie  fix  men,  thus 
devoting  tbemfelves  for  their  fellow-citizens,  was  fufficiently  great* 
to'  bav«  been  trumpeted  through  all  France  by  the  thoufand  and 
thoufand  voices  of  Fame»  Tliis  a6tion,  however^  brilliant  as  }t  was, 
and  which  the  wretches  driven  out  of  Calais  would  have  fpoken  of 
every  where,  was  unknown  in  the  capital.  If  it  had  been 
othcrwife,  the  Chronicle  of  St.  Denis,  and  other  hiitories  of 
llie  time,  would  not  have  been  iilent  on  the  fubje^;  and  yet 
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CHAP-  CXLV. 

THE  KING  OF  ENGLAND  RE-  PEOPLES  CALAIS. 

/T^HUS  had  the  ftrong  town  of  Calais  been  be- 

fieged  by  king  Edward  of*  England,  as  you 

have  heard^  about  St.  John's  day^  in  Auguft,  in  the 

year 

oat  one  mentions  it.  Avefbury,  an  Engliihinan  aud  contemporary, 
who  is  very  particuJar  as  to  all  the  circumilances  of  the  fieg«  of 
Calais,  is  equally  filent.  Vill^ni  alone  goes  even  beyond  Froilfart ; 
for  he  fays,  that  Edward  intended  to  hang  all  the  citizens  of 
Calais :  and  he  adds,  they  were  all  forced  to  abandon  the  town 
naked,  all  but  their  (hirts.  This  faifehood  fhoukl  render  the  other 
parts  of  his  recital  doubtful. 

'  Froiffart,  an  hiflorian  and  poet,  and  who  has  too  often  ex- 
panded over  hifiory  the  privileges  of  poetry,  has  only  embroidered 
a  little  what  truth  ofiered  him.  When  the  Caledans  iaw  the 
retreat  of  Philip,  they  ftruck  the  Iflag  which  was  flying  on  the 
great  tower :  John  de  Vienne  ordered  the  gales  to  be  opened,  and 
left  the  town  mounted  on  a  fmall  hackney,  for  he  had  been 
wounded.  The  warriors  wlio  accompanied  him  held  their  fwords 
pointed  to  the  ground;  aud  many  of  the  citizens  followed  with 
halters  round  their  necks,  aud  with  their  heads  aud  feet  bare. 
Edward  kept,  as  prifouers,  the  governor,  fifteen  knights  and  fome 
citizens;  but  he  did  not  feud  them  to  Eugland,  until  he  had 
loaded  them  with  prefents :  he  haileued  to  diftribute  food  among 
tlie  inhabitants  who  had  remained  in  the  town.  We  only  fee, 
in  ail  Hiefe  circuuiftaiiccs,  the  kumiliation  of  the  inhabitants, 
wiihing  by  it  to  aflVd  the  conqueror,  and  the  generofity  of  the 
priufe. 

'  Froiirarl'fdjipofes  that  the  queen  of   England  was  melted 
into   tt^ars  at   tlui  tate   of   thcfe    citizens,   con(}emned   by  her 
huiGband,  aud  that  Ihe  humbled  herfelf   fo  as  to  caft  berfelf 
at   tlie  feet  of  the  inflexible   conqueror,   to  obtain  their  par- 
don ; 
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jcar  1346^  and  furrendered  ^about  the  end  of  Au- 
guft  1347.  The  king,  ^er  be  had  prcfentcd  thefe 
fix  citizens  to  the  queen^  called  to  him  fir  Walter 

Maitny^ 


doD ;  aad  we  fee,  ibme  days  afterward,  this  queen,  fa  generQUiji^ 

obtain^  for  her  own  profit,  the  confifcation  of  the  houies  of  this 

John  Datre,  whofe  life,  it  is  faid/  fhe  faved.     On  the  other  fiand, 

JBdward  b  deicribed  as  obilinately  bent  on  having  the  venerable' 

Euftace  de  St.  Pierre  beheaded;  and  we  fee,  ihortl;^  after*  this 

ikme  fiuftace  de  St.  Pierre  overwhelmed,  as  it  were,  with  giiW 

*rhe  conqueror  gives  him  houfes,  confiderable  peniions,  and  evoi. 

deigns  to  exprefs  hinif^^If,  that  he  only  grants  thefe  firfi  favours 

«mttl  he  fhall  have  more  ampty  provided  for  him ;  they  are  recom- 

Ipenies  by  which  he  acknowledges  beforehand  the  ferviees  Ihis 

critizen  tnay  render  him,  either  by  keeping  good  order  in  the  town 

m£  Calais,  or  in  watching  over  its  fecurity.     Here  then  is  thi^ 

^tfamous  St.  Pierre,  one  day  the  hero,  and  the  next  the  coraplaifkiit 

lletrayer    of  his    country:     one    moment    the    object   of  the 

^■^evenge  and  cruelty  of  Edward,  the  next  of  his  confidence  and 

:ftvour. 

*  The  interefb  of  tliis  prince  forced  him  to  a  ncceflaiy 
^sSgour.  He  wifhed  to  prefer%'e  Calais,  as  it  opened  to  him 
i^s  entrance  into  France ;  and  he  could  not  leave  their  iohabi- 
^aiiits  too  much  attached  to  their  own  country  not  to  hate  its 
^eftroycr. 

-   *  Thoie  who  refUied  to  fwear  fidelity  to  him  were  obKged 
quit  the  town,  and  make  room  for  a  new  population  imported 
England ;  and  (his  St.  Pierre,  this  St.  Pierre  whofe  noUe 
^2^>urage  fhould  have  rendered  him  the  raofl  to  be  dreaded,  is  one 
'M  thofe  whom  the  conqueror  retains,  and  who  is  by  him  chai]ged 
overlook  the  condud  of  others. 

•  The  £nglifh  monarch  certainly  fhewed ,  fighs  of  ieverity. 
e  fee,  by  the  letter  he  wrote  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
ry,  that  when  Philip,    encamped,  near   to  Calais,  had  dc- 

**^mndcd,    as   a'  preliminary    of    peace,   that    the    inhabitants 
^Hould  have  liberty  to  quit  the  town  with   then:  fortimes»   it* 
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Mannj^  ^.nd  hijf  two  lyiarlhals,  the  earls  of  WarwiA 
and  Sta^fford^  and  faid  to  them/  '  Mj  lords,  hero 
are  the  keys  of  the  town  and  caftle  of  Calais  :  g^o 
and  take  poffeflion  of  them.  You  will  put  into 
prifon  the  knights  you  may  find  there ;  but  yau 
will  fend  out  of  the  town  all  the  other  inhat^itants^ 
ifnd  all  fpldiers  that  may  have  come  there  to  fery^ 
for  pay;  as  I  am  refplved  to  re-people  the  tfOWCk 
with  Englifh  alone.'  « 

Th^fe  three  noblemeuy  with  only  one  hundretl 
men,  went  and  took  poffeffion  of  Calais,  and,  froni 
the  gateis^  fent  to  prifon  the  lord  John  de  SuriC;^ 
the  lord  John  de  Yienue,  the  lord  John  de  Beljle-* 
bourne,  and  other  knights.  They  then  orderedi 
every  fort  of  arms  to  be  brought  and  piled  in  a 
heap  in  the  market-place.  They  fent  oiut  of  the 
town  all  ranks  of  people,  retaining  only  ojoe  pjrieft^ 
^d  Itwo  ot\iex  0I4  niep,  that  were  well  acquainji|Q4 

was  refuX^d  :  ^d  when  Edward  granted  to  the  hjuimmatioii  of  tlm 
town%en  what  he  had  refufed  to  Philip,  he  only  d/etained  ^ 
prifoners  fome  of  the  principal  citis^ens ;  but  d^t^mi^  theMi  SIA 
prifoners  is  very  different  ironi  having  then)  put  to  death  befoffe 
his  eyes. 

.  *  The  king  of  France  did  not  forikke  the  miserable  Calefiam 
when  they  were  driven  out  of  their  town,  but  gave  them  all 
the  offices  which  were  then  vacant  m  his  realm,  with  powers,  ta 
fell  tliem,  or  exerciie  them  by  deputies.  Ue  alfo  granted  th^m 
landed  or  other  eflates  that  might  efcheat  to  the  crown.  Vut 
whether  tliefe  rcfources  came  too  late,  or  were  iufuthcient ;  wheUier 
th^  monarch  met  with  contradi6tions  in  thefe  a^  of  beneficence^ 
it  U  aiferted,  th^t  a  great  number  of  the  Calegans  were  reduced  (0- 

JL4  France,  sous  le  cinq  Premiers  VciHiois^ 
pair  J^l^  Lfvesque,  pp.  519a  &c, 

with 


^ith  iht  CBftoms  and  nfages  of  Calais^  in  order  to 
|Kmit  otrt  the  dtfferent  prop^rties^  arid  gaVe  direc- 
tions for  the  cafile  to  be  prepared  for  lodging  th)e 
-king  and  queen^  and  different  hotels  for  their  at* 
lendaMs. 

When  this  had  been  done^  the  king  atid  queen 
lllobnted  their  fleedsi  and  rode  towards  the  towa^ 
w)rich  they  eplered  at  the  fouiM  of  trumpets^  drum's^ 
And  all  forts  of  warlike  infirumenis.  The  king  re- 
JkHUked  in  it  until  the  queen  wa;s  brought  to  bed  of 
•  dtughter^  called  Margaret*. 

The  k«gf  gave  to  fir  Walter  Manny,  lord  Staf- 
fofdi  lord  Warwick,  fir  Bartholomew  Burgierfli, 
B&d  other  knights,  very  hahdfome  houfes  in  Calais^ 
tint  they  mi^t  re-people  it :  and  his  intetitiohs 
wfere>  to  fend  thither/  on  his  return  to  England^ 
tiurty-fix  fubftantial  citizens^  with  all  their  wealth, 
aild  to  exert  himfelf  in  f\ich  a  manner  that  the  in- 
habitant of  the  town  fiiould  be  wholly  Englifli : 
which  he  afterwards  accomplilheJ. 

The  new  town  and  fortifications^  which  had  been 
tikilt  before  Calais,  w^re  dcftroyed,  as  well  as  the 
^le  upon  the  harbour,  and  the  great  boom  which 
vas  thrown  acrofs  was  brought  into  the  town. 

The  king  polled  different  perfoqs  to  guard  the 
gates,  walls  and  towers  bf  the  town  ;  add  whit  had 
been  damaged  he  got  repaired^  whiebi  hdw^ever,  Wtti 
not  foon  done.    The  lord  John  de  Yienne  and  hj^ 
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*  Mar^ret  of  Caliib  ^ni  triaMed  to  tlte  lotd  John  VbM 
Mrl  of  Petbbroikei  but  died  bdbie'liet  hnfltayMl-  ^ 
3AaNKS, 
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companions  were  Airt  to  England :  they  remained 
in  London  about  half  a  year^  and  then  were  ran- 
fomed. 

'  In  my  opinion^  it  was  a  melancholy  thing  for  the 
inhabitants  of  both  fexes  of  the  town  of  Calais^ 
thus  to  be  fent  abroad^  with  their  children^  from 
their  inheritances^  leaving  every  thing  behind  ;  for 
they  were  not  allowed  to  carry  off  any  of  their  fur- 
niture or  wealth ;  and  they  received  no  affiftance 
from  the  king  of  France,  for  whom  they  had  loft 
their  all.  They  did,  however,  as  well  as  they  were 
able;  and  the  greater  part  went  to  St.  Omer. 

The  cardinal  Guy  de  Boulogne,  who  was  come 
into  France  as  ambaflador,  and  was  with  his  coufin 
king  Philip  in  the  city  of  Amiens,  laboured  fo  earn- 
efily,  that  he  obtained  a  truce  between  the  two  kings,' 
and  their  adherents,  which  was  to  lafi  for  two  years. 
This  truce  was  agreed  to  by  all  parties  except  the 
rivals  for  the  duchy  of  Brittany;  but  there  the 
two  ladies  carried  on  the  war  againft  each  other. 

The  king  and  queen  returned  to  England ;  and 
fir  Aymery  de  Pavie  was  appointed  governor  of  the 
caftle  of  Calais  :^  he  was  a  native  of  Lombardy,  and 
had  been  much  promoted  by  the  king*. 

The  king  fent  the  thirty-fix  fubftantial  citizens, 
with  their  wives  and  families  to  Calais  :  their  xxwaxr^ 
bers  increafed  daily ;  for  he  multiplied  and  enlarged 


*  Sir  John  MoQtg;oroery  was  appointed  governor  of  the  town 
of  Calais,  the  8th  06tbher  1347,  by  the  km^at  Calais;  fir  John 
Gattefden  was  at  the  J(ame  time  nominated  matQial  of  the  town^p— • 
Rymer. 

their 
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go  there^  in  order  to  gain  fortunes*. 


♦  Ah  ancient  nmnufcript  gives  the  annexed  eflabliihment  of 
die  aitny  of  king  Edward  Ul.  in  Normandy  and  before  Calais,  in 
the  20th  year  of  bis  reign,  wilh  their  fevaral  ftipends : 

AT  PER  DIESr. 

My  lord  the  prince  -  -  -     «        10    0 

'     Biihop  of  Durham  -  *  -<        0    6    B 

13  earlsy  each  -  -  -        0    6    S 

44  barons  and  bannerets  -  -        0    4    0 

1046  knights      -  •  -  -        0    2    0 

.4022  eiquires,  conflables,  centenary,  and  leaders  0  10 
,    5^04  Tintenars  and  archers  on  borfeback  -        0    0    6 

335  paunceuai-s 
500  hobblers 
15,480  foot  archers  -  -  -005 

314  mafons,  carpenters,  fmiths,  engineers,  tent- 
makers,   miners,   armouters,    gunners,    and 
artillery-men,— feme  at  12d.,  lOd.,  6d.,  and 
3d.  per  diem. 
4474  Welch  foot,  of  whom  200  vintenars  at     -        0    0    4 

The  reft  at  -  -  -        0    0    i 

700  mailers,  condables,  mariners,  and  pages 

900  fhips,  barges,  balingers,  and  viduallers 

Sum- total  for  the  aforefaid  men,  befides  lords,  j^3 1,294^  and 
for  fome  men  from  Germany  and  France,  %ho  each  receive  for 
tkeir  wages  1 6  florins  per  month. 

The  fum  total  of  the  wages  of  war,  with  the  wages  of  the 
mariners,  from  the  4th  day  of  June,  in  the  20th  of  the  faid  king 
Edwardj  to  the  12th  day  of  Odober  in  the  21(1  of  the  fame  king, 
for  one  year,  131  days,  as  appears  from  the  U^oj;^  particular 
accounts  of  Walter  Wentwaght,  tlien  treafurer  orthe  houfehold, 
entitled,  *  Wages  of  W^ar  in  Normandy,  Trance,  and  before 
Calais,'  was  ^127,201  :  2  :  9d.  halfpenny.— GrowV  Military 
Antiquities,  vol.  i.  p«  330* 

About 


2» 

iybio«it^i«  ttme,  ibe  lorJ  GlittFles  of  Bh^iB;  «r|« 
called  himfelf  .duke<irf  SniAtaDy^  was  broii^M;  i^'i^ 
(bner  to  Londoa.  He  was  fent  to  the  Tewer>  hitt 
j^ot  as  a  clafe  pjriibiieVj  where  ibe  kiii^  6^f  Sootlmid 
md  ih^  ^a^rl  ef  Maray  w«re  stlfo  confiried.  He  dM 
not,  however,  Ibiig^Wiisftki  tfiere,  but,  tftthe  irittea-* 
ties  of  the  queen  of  England,  to  whom  he  wascou- 
fin  gevman,  was  fet  at  liberty  on  his  parole,  and 
tois  all  over  London  whcreveir  he  jrteafed;  but 
he  was  not  permitted  to  lie  a  night  oi^t  of  the 
tower^  except  it  was  in  fuch  ]^^^  ^hese  tile  royal 
family  were*. 

The  earl  of  £«  and  of  Giiiiies  was  aTfty  in  fjbn^ 
tSoK  a  prifoner :  he  tras  a  very  gallant  kniglit^ '  Ind 
fo  amiable  that  he  was  always  well  receivejl  by  tho 
}^n^i  queep^  barons,  and  ladies  of  the  coutt^ 

uu.      ..  .■,..  .iaij,  1  I 

CHAP.  CXLVf, 

^    noWBEJtj^    OF   THB    I^AME   OF  BACON,    JQ0|D6    MVCK 

MISCHIEF    IK    LANGUEDOC. 

A  LJi  this  year  of  the  truce,  the  two  kings  rc-» 

maiued  i\x  p^^ce.     But  lord  William  Dou^^af; 

and  the  Scots;,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  lbl»eft 


*  Georges  de  Lefiien,  plijficiaii  to  Chijries  de  Blois,  and  , 
OHver  dc.  Bignon,  his  vak>t  de  cbambre,  ufErm  their  mai^ 
^as  vAoHly  con^iied  for  two  yeavs:  that  he  was  fliut  Vkffi  every 
)iight^in  the  iiower^  from  whence  he  only  came  out  to  walk  ia 
the  couct  of  the  caflle,  where  the  Englifli  ^Idiers  inihlted  bim} 
and  that  he  never  mounted  a  horfe  duTing^  thcfe  two  yeariv**4 
^isL  fik  Breiagne,  p.  278. 


\ 
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•f  Jedworth>  earned  on  the  war 
lUkj  wherever  they  could  meet  with 

Thofe  in  Gafcony^  Poitou^  and  Sair 
French  as  Englilh^  did  itot  obierve^ 
lielter^  hpt  caaquered  towos  and  caiUep  from  eftQB 
^tber^  by  for^e  or  intrigue^  and  ruioed  «od  de^ 
firoyed  the  country  day  and  night.  There  were 
^equfiPtly  gallaot  deeds  of  arois  perfwmed^  i^ith 
l^dernate  fucce&. 

'  Poor  rogues  took  advantage  of  fucfa  times^  and 

r^hed  both  towns  aad  caflle$ ;  fo  th«^  fome  of 

Hkcm,  bfgaaiing  rijeh^  cooftituted  themfelyes  eapi^- 

4ais«  of  bajads  of  tJjtieyes:  there  were  among  tii^v 

lAiole  worth  forty  thoufand  crowns.    Their  medwd 

^as^  to  mark  out  particular  towiis  or  cafiks^  a  day 

or  two's  journey  from  each  oiher :  they  then  cob? 

levied  twenty   or  thirty  robbers,    and,  travelling 

through  bye  roads  in  the  night-time,  entered  the 

town  or  callle  they  had  fixed  on  about  day-break^ 

and  fet  one  of  the  hqufes  on  fire.     When  the  inha- 

TiiliNits  perceived  it,  they  thought  it  bad  been  a 

"body  of  forces  fent  to  deftrey  them,  and  took  to 

ihf^f  haeln  a9  fail  as  they  could.     The  town  of 

GK)R^23(^c^  wa» treated  in  thi^  manner;  and  many 

<)(b#f  tqwns  and  cafi^le^  were  taken^  and  afterwards 

T^ftlV^ioed,     Among  other  robbers  in  Languedoc^ 

ftnp  ^ad  marked  out  the  ftrong  cafi;le  of  Cobourne 

ja  I^Q^n,  which  u  fituated  in  a  very  fixong  coun* 

try^     He  fet  oflf  in  the  night-rtime  with  thirty  com- 

Yfjfmomj  took  and  deflroyed  it.     He  feize^  ^'^^  ^''^ 


n- 


*  A  towa  of  DaujphiD^i  o|)  tb^  flhdne,  el^dion  of  Moule^ 

Iprd 


,236 

lord  of  Coboume^  whom  he  imprifoned  in  his  own 
cafile^  and-put  all  his  houfehold  to  death.  He  kept 
hini  in  prifon  unttT  he  ranfomed  himfelf  for  twenty- 
four  thoufand  crowns  paid  down .  The  robher  kept 
pofieffion  of  the  caille  and  its  dep^endencies^  whicb 
he  fumifhed  with  provifions>  and  thence  made  war 
npon  all  the  country  round  about.  The  king  of 
France,  Ihortly  afterwards,  was  defirous  of  having 
him  near  his  perfon :  he  purchafed  the  caflle  of  him 
for  twenty  thoufand  crowns,  appointed  him  his  ufher 
at  arms,  and  heaped  on  him  many  other  honors. 
The  name  of  this  robber  was  Bacon,  and  he  waa 
always  mounted  on  handfome  horfes  of  a  deep  roan 
colour,  or  on  large  palfreys,  apparelled  like  an 
early  and  very  richly  armed ;  and  this  ilate  he 
maintained  as  long  as  he  lived. 


CHAP.  CXLVri. 


A    PAGE,    OF    THE    NAME    OF    CROQUART,    TURNS 

ROBBER. 

T^HERE  were  fimilar  diforders  in  Brittany ;  and 
robbers  carried  on  the  like  methods  of  feizing 
and  pillaging  different  towns  and  cafiles,  and  then 
felling  them  back  again  to  the  country  at  a  dear  rate: 
by  which  means  many  of  their  leaders  became  very 
rich.  Among  others,  there  was  one  of  the  name 
of  Croquart,  who  was  originally  but  a  poor  boy, 
and  had  been  page  to  the  lord  d'Ercle  in  Holland. 
When  this  Croquart  arrived  at  manhood,  he  had 
difcharge,  and  went  to  the  wars  in  Brittany, 

where 
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"vbere  he  attached  himfelf  to.  a  man  at  arms^  and 
behaved  very  well.  It  happened^  that  jia  fome, 
(kirmifh  his  mailer  was  taken  and  flain ;  when^  ia 
recompenfe  for  his  prowefs,  his  companions  ele^ied 
him  their  leader  in  the  place  of  his  late  mailer :  he 
|hen  made  fuch  prolSt  by  ranfoms^  and  the  .taking 
Qf  towns  and  cailles^  that  he  was  faid  to  be  worth 
full  forty  thoufand  crowns,  not  including  his  horfes, 
of  which  he  had  twenty  or  thirty,  very  handfome 
and  ilrong,  and  of  a  deep  roan  colour.  He  had  the 
r€i{)urtati6n  of  being  the  moll  expert  man  at  arn^s  of 
the  country,  was  chofen  to  be  one  of  the  thirty  that 
engaged. againil  a  fimilar  number,  and  was  the  moil 
a^live  combatant  on  the  fide  of  the  Englilh*. 

King 

*  I  nave  been  much  furprifed  that  Froiflart,  who  in  general 
is  fo  very  minute  in  relating  every  tranfa^on,  fhould  have  omitled 
an  account  of  this  extraordinary  engagement.    The  relation  of 
it  which  follows  is  taken  from  the  Hifloire  de  Bretague,  voL  u 
p.  280. 

After  the  death  of  fir  Thomas  Daggewbrth,  the  king  ap- 
pointed fir  Walter  Bently  commander  in  Brittany.  The  Englifli 
being  much  irritated  at  the  death  of  Daggeworth,  and  not  being 
able  to  revenge  themfelves  on  thofe  who  flew  him,  did  fo  on  the 
whole  country  by  burning  and  deftroying  it .  The  marfhal  de 
Beaumanoir,  defirous  of  puttmg  a  flop  to  this,  fent  to  Bembro, 
who  commanded  in  Ploermel,  for  a  palTport,  to  hold  a  confenenc« 
with  him.  The  marlhal  reprobated  the  conduft  of  the  Engliih. 
and  high  words  paffed  between  them ;  for  Bembro  had  been  the 
companion  in  arms  to  Dageeworth.  At  laft  one  of  them  pro- 
ppfed  a  combat  of  thirty  on  each  fide :  the  place  appointed  for 
it  was  at  the  halfway  oak-tree  between  JofTelin  abd  Ploermel;  and 
the  day  was  fixed  for  the  27th  March,  the  fourth  Sunday  in  I^ 

1351. 

Beaumanoir 
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Kii^-  iohn^  of  Friuice  made  bim  the  ^^f  (yf 
kii^ktnig  Will,  MjtA  m^trying  him  very  richly^  if  h« 

\you\d 
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,  l^umanoir  chofe  nine  knights  and  twenty-o&e  fquii-es:  iM 
&A  were  the  lotd  de  Tinteoiac,  (juy  de  Rocfiiefort,  Yves  Charruef/ 
RbbBri  RagUcnel,  tfabn  de  St.  Yvoii,  Caro  d^.  Bodeg^t^  Oliviei' 
Affvl;  Geo&y  du  Boh,  John  RoitlTalet^  &e« 

Btmbro  could  not  find  a  fufficknt  number  of  Engiiih  ia  h^ 
g9irif<in ;  there  were  but  twenty,  the  remainder  were  Germans 
and  Bretons.  Among  them  were,  iir  Robert  Knolles,  Croquart^ 
nerv6  de  Lexualen,  John  Plefkuton,  Richard  and  Hugh  !e  Gail^ 
lart,  Jannequiu  Tailiart,  Reffefort,  Richard  de  Is  Laiide,  Thome^; 
]m  Billefort,  Hugh  Calverly,  Robinet  Meiipars,  Yfrai  or  Ifannai^ 
John  Ruffeli  DflgotnOy  and  a  ibldier,  named  Hulbit^^  <tf  a  very 
lary  fize,  and  of  great  i^reugth,  &c. 

Bemkro  firil  entered  the  IBeld  of  battle,  and    drew  up  his 
Iroep.    Beaumanoir  did  the  fame.    Each  made  a  fhort^hatfaigue 
to  hb  men,  exhorting  them  to  fupport   their  own  honor  and 
that  of  their  nation.    Bembro  added,  there  was  an  old  prophecy 
of  Merlin,  which  promifed  vidox^  to  the  Engiiih.    As  they  were 
on  the  point  of  engaging,  Bembro  made  a  fign  to  Beaumanoir 
he  wifhed  to  ipeak  to  him,  and  reprefeuted  he  had  engaged  in 
this  matter  rather  imprudently ;  for  fuch  combats  ought  RtA  to 
Have  had  the  permi0lon  of  their  rerpe6tive  princes.     Beaumanoir 
rej^ed,  he  had  been  fomewhat  late  in  difcovering  this ;'  and  the 
nobiUty  of  Brittany  would  not  return  without  having  proved  by 
battle  who  had  the  fairei!  miflrefres.    The  iignal  was  given  for 
the  attack.     Their   aims  were  not  fimilar;    for  each  was  to 
choofe  fuch  as  he  liked.     Billefott  fought  with  a  mallet  25lbs« 
weight,   and  others  with  what  arms  they  chofe.    The  advan- 
tage, at  firil,  was  for  the  Engiiih ;  as  the  Bretons  had  loft^'five 
^of  their  men.    Beaumanoir  exhorted  them  not  to  mind  this^  as 
they  flopped  to  take  breath ;  when,  each  party  having  had  fonie 
refireihments,   the  combat  was  renewed.    Bembro  was  killed. 
Oa feeing  this^  Croquart  cried  out;  <  Companions,  don't  let  us 

'  tbiiik 


hm  two.  tlwK^fwd^  iivr^s:  ^^  y^ar ;  but  Croqticnti 
WAuldnOTer  lifter tp  U; ,  Itohanced one  day,  aifiar. 
i^9tk  riding  a  yoHi»g  hwfe,  whidti  he  had  juft  pu»« 
chafed  for  three  hundred: icro^w^  and  was  puttiDg' 
•  fatpiito  his  full  fpeed^  that  the  horfe  ran  away  with 
faim^  and^  ia  leaping  a  ditch^  flumbled  into  it>  andf. 
hroke  his  mallec's  neck.     Such  was.the  end  of  Cro^ 


CHAP,  CXLVni* 


Sttt  AYM£HY    DE  PAYIE   PLOTS    WITtt  SIR   GEOFFHt 
0£  C^AQ^^NY^  TO  SELL  THE  TOWN  OF  CALAIS. 

A  UF  this^^ime  fir  Geoffry  de  Chargriy  was  iktti^iied 

,  it/^.  Omer^  to.. defend  the  frontier;  and/  in 

t¥00y  thing  toiu:liing  war^  he  a6iGd  as  if  be  had' 

m 

tif»^^mmm\m  m    wm     ,     tm    \k         ■■■■■■        i  ibi^pi  bij  .iibi  ii^  ii  ,■ 

thinb'of  the  prophecies  of  Metlin,  but  depend  on  our  conrage 
i^MCl  larniSi;   keep  yoiirfelvcft  ck>f&  together,  be  fiHn^  and  fight 

a&  I  do/ 

B^iun^noiri  being  Wounded)^  was  quitting  the  field  to  quench 
his  thixik,  when  Geofiry  du  Bois  cried  out,  <  Beaumanoir,  drinH 
tby  blood,  and  thy  tiiirfl  will  go  off.'  This  made  him  dihamed, 
and  return  to  the  battle. 

Thci  Brctctna  at  lafl  gained:  the  day,  by  one  of  their  party 
breaking  on  horfeback  the  rauks  of  tiie;  Engliih ;  the  greater  part 
of  whojn:  were  liiUed.  Knolles,  Calverly,  and  Croquart  were 
tnade  prifoners^  and  carried  to  the  caftle  of  Joifelin.  Tinteuiae, 
OB  the  lide  of  tite  Bretons,  and  Croquart  on  the  Engliih,  obtained 
Itie  priie  i^  valour*  Soch  was  the  iifuc  of  ihh  famous  combat 
of  "^irty*  fo  giodoBs  to  tlie  Bretons,  but  which- decided  nothing 
tf  to  the  poireilion  of  the  duchy  of  Brittany. 

been 
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been  king.  He  bethouglit  himfelf^  'that  as  Lom-^ 
bards  are  very  poor^  and  by  nature  avaricious^  he 
-would  attempt  to  recover  the  town  of  Calais^  by 
noeans  of  Aymery  de  Pavie  the  governor :  and  as, 
from  the  terms  of  the  truce,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  of  St.  Omer  and  Calais  might  go  to  each 
fSace  to  fell  their  different  merchandizes,  fir  Gcoffry 
eatered  into  a  fecret  treaty  with  fir  Aymery,  and 
fucceeded  fo  far  that  he  promifed  to  deliver  up  th«^ 
town,  on  receiving  twenty  thoufand  crowns. 

JThe  king  of  England,  however,  got  intelligence 
of  it,  and  fent  to  Aymery  the  Lombard,  orders  to 
crofs  the  fea  immediately,  and  come  to  him  a^ 
Wcftminfl:er.  He  obeyed ;  for  he  could  not  ima- 
gine that  the  king  knew  of  his  treafon,  it  had  been 
fo  fecretly  carried  on.  ^, 

*  When  the  king  faw  the  Lombard,  he  took  hiip 
afide,  and  faid ;  ^  Thou  knowefi;  that  I  have  en- 
trufied  to  thee  what  I  hold  dearefi:  in  this  world, 
except  my  wife  and  children,  I  mean  the  town  and 
cafi;le  of  Calais,  which  thou  haft  fold  to  the  French, 
lind  for  which  thou  deferveft  death.'  The  Lom- 
bard flung  himfelf  on  his  knees,  and  faid ;  ^  Ah, 
gentle  king,  have  mercy  on  me,  for  God's  fake. 
All  that  you  have  faid  is  very  true ;  but  there  is 
yet  time  to  break  the  bargain,  for  hitherto  I  have 
not  received  one  penny/ 

The  king  had  brought  up  this  Lombard  from  a 
child,  and  much  loved  him  :  he  replied,  '  Aymery, 
it  is  my  wilh  that  you  continue  on  this  treaty:  you 
will  inform  me  of  the  day  that  you  are  to  deliver 
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up  Cal^s ;  and  on  tnefe  conditions  I  promife  you 
my  pardon.'  ^ 

The  Lombard  then  returned  to  Calais^  i^nd  kepi 
every  thing  fecret.  In  the  mean  time,  -fir  Geoiflfiry 
de  Chargny  thought  himfelf  fure  of  having  QilaiSii 
and  iflued  out  privately  his  fummons  for  five  h'un<^ 
dred  lances  :  th6  greater  part  were  ignorant  whferc 
he  intended  to  lead  them ;  for  it  was  only  known 
to  a  few  barons!  I  do  not  believe  he  had  even 
informed  thie  kin^  of  France  of  his  plan/as  he  would 
have  difluaded  him  from  it,  on  account  of  the 
truce.  Th6  Lombard  had  confented  to  deliver  up 
the  town  io  him,  the  lail  night  of  the  year,  with 
which  he  made  the  king  of  England  acquainted  by 
means' of  his  brothet*t 

CHAP.  CXLIX;  ' 

VtWB  BATTLE  OF  GA;LAIB,  B]STW££N.  THS  KING  Of 
ENGLAND,  CNI>ER  THE  BANNER  OFi  StE  WALTER 
MANNY,  WITH  SIR  GEOFPRY  DB'  CHARGNY  ANA 
THB^  FRENCH.  , 

TIT^HEN  the  king  of  England  was  informed  of 

this,  and  knew  that  the  4ay  was  for  a  cer<- 

tainty  Axed,  he  fet  out  from  England  with  three 

* '  hundred 

•^Sir  Ayiticry  de  Pavie  was  appoinled  comman(ief  of  the  galleys 

y  fhife  king,  dated  Wcflmiufter,  24th  April  "iS^S.-^Sir  Aymery 

oes  not  feem  to  have  forfeited  EdwardVcobAdeuce  :  I  therefore 

ink,  with  M.  Levefipie,  that  Avefbury's  account  is  more  probable. 
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hundred  men  at  arms  and  fix  hundred  archers. 
He  embarked  at  Dover,  and  came  fo  privately  to 
Calais>  that  no  one  knevtr  of  his  being  there.  He 
j|laced  his  men  in  ambufcade  in  the  rooms  and 
tovfrers  of  Ihe  caftle,  and  faid  to  fir  Walter  Manny  ; 
'  Sir  Walter,  I  will  that  you  be  chief  of  this  en- 
tei*prize ;  and  J,  and  my  fon  will  fight  under  your 

bapner/ 

*  .".■.■• . 

Sir  Geoiffry  de  Chargny  had  left  St.  Omer  the 
latter  end  of  December,  with  all  the  forces  he  had 
collc6led^  and  arrived  near  to  Calais,  about  midnight^ 
ihe  lafli  day  of  the  month.  He  halted  there  for  his 
rear  to  come  up,  and  fent  forward  twQ  of  his 
fquires,  who  found  fir  Aymery  waiting  for  them  : 
they  aSed,  if  it  were  time  for  fir  GeoflVy  to  ad- 
vance? The  Lombard  anfwered,  that  it  was.  The 
two  fquires,  uponthis,  returned  to  fir  Geofiry,  who 
marched  his  men  in  battle  array  over  the  bridge 
of  NieuUet :  he  then  fent  forward  twelve  of  his 
knights,  with  one  hundred  n^ed  at  arms,- to  take 
pofleffion  of  thecaftle  of  Cdais  ;  fbr  he  thought,  if* 
he  had  poiTefiion  of  the  i^afi:le,  he  (hould  foOirbe 
matter  of  the  town,  confidering  what  ftretagth'he 
had  with  him  ;  and,  in  a  few  days  time,  he  pould 
have  as  much  more,  (hould  there  be  occafibn.'  He 
gave  orders  for  twfenty  thoufahd  crowns  to  be  deli- 
vered to  fir  Odoart  de  Renty/'^who  was   in  this 

\Didus  veragenueii£s,  nolens  prodeFeTegem  Anglorfiin  dominniii 

fuuin Aurum  tainen  fibi  promifTuni  cupi^ns-  imburfare, 

Gum  eodem  dominQ  Galfrido  pacificje  loquens,  in  dolo  fuls  fu^fip^ 
liibus  caUldis  adquieTit/— Avesbury,  p.  180. 

•  lit: .     .  -  '  •     expe- 
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expedition^  for  him  to  pay  the  Lombard :  and  fir 
Geoffry  remained  in  the  plain  in  filence^  his  bannet 
difplayed  before  him^  ^ith  the  reft  of  his  army; 
for  his  intention  was  to  enter  the  town  by  one  oif 
its  gates  ;  otherwife  he  would  not  enter  it  at  all.   '. 

The  Lombard  had  let  down  the  draw-bridge'tff 
the  caftle,  and  opened  one  of  the  gates^  throiigli 
which  his  detachment  entered  unmolefted  ;  and-tfr 
Odoart  had  given  him  the  twenty  thoufand  croWi/t 
in  a  bag^  who  faid^  '  he  fuppofed  they  were^  all 
there;  for  he  had  not  time  to  count  them/  aj'lt 
nirould  be  day  immediately/*  He  flung  the  bag  bf 
erowns  into  a  room^  which  he  locked^  and  told  the 
French^  he  would  conduct  them  to  the  great  tower^ 
that  they  may  the  fooner  be  mailers  of  the  caftle : 
,  in  faying  this^  he  advanced  on^  and,  pufhing  back 
the  bolt,  the  door  flew  open.  In  this  tower  was 
the  king  of  England  with  two  hundred  lances,  who 
fallied  forth,  with  f words  and  battle-axes  in  their 
bands,  crying  out, '  Manny,  Manny  !  to  the  refcue: 
what,  do  thefe  Frenchmen  think  to  conquer  the 
caftle  of  Calais,  with  fuch  a  handful  of  men  !' 

The  French  faw  that  no  defence  could  fave  them; 
to  they  furrcndered  themfelves  prifoners ;  and 
fcarcely  any  of  them  were  wounded.  They  were 
made  to  enter  this  tower,  whence  the  Eoglifli  had 
fitllied,  and  there  fliut  in. 

The  Englifli  quitted  the  caftle,  and,  forming 
themfelves  in  array,  mounted  their  horfes,  for  they 
knew  tlie  Frcncji  were  mounted,  and  made  for  the 
gate  leading  to  Boulogne.  Sir  GeofiVy  was  there 
with  his  banner .  difplayed :   his  arms  were  three 
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efcutcheonft  ,arg€»t  on  a  field  gules;  and  h^  w^ai 
very  impatient  to  be  the  firft  that  (hould  enter 
CaUis.  He  faid  to  thofe  knights  who  were  near 
him,  that  ^  if  this  Lombard  delayed  opening  the 
gate/  they  (hould  all  die  with  cold.'  '  In  God's 
name/  replied  fir  Pepin  de  Werre,  '  thefe  Lom- 
bards are  a  malicious  fort  of  people ;  perhaps  he  is 
examining  your  florins^  left  th,ere  (hould  be  any 
falfe  ones,  and  to  fee  if  they  be  right  in  number.' 

During  this  converfation^  the  king  of  England 
and  his  foa  advanced,  under  the  banner  of  fir 
Walter  Manny.  There  were  many  other  banners' 
alfo  there,  fuch  as  the  earl  of  Suffolk's,  the  lord 
Stafford's,  lord  John  Mountacute's,  brother  to  the 
earl  of  Salilbury,  the  lord  John  Beauchamp's,  the 
lord  Berkeley's,  the  lord  de  la  Ware:  all  theCe 
were  barons,  having  banners  :  and  no  more  than 
thefe  were  in  this  expedition. 

The  great  gates  were  foon  opened,  and  they  all 
fallied  out :  when  the  French  faw  this,  and  heard 
the  cries  of  '  Manny,  to  the  refciie  !*  they  found 
they  had  been  betrayed ;  and  fir  Greoffry  faid  to 
thofe  around  him,  '  Gentlemen,  if  we  fly,  we  (hall 
lofe  all:  it  will  be  more  advantageous  for  us  to 
fight  valiantly,  in  the  hopes  the  day  may  be  ours*' 
'  By  St.  George,'  faid  fome  of  the  Englith,  who 
were  near  enough  to  hear  it,  '  you  fpeak  truth' ; 
evil  befal  him  who  thinks  of  flying.'  They  then 
retreated  a  little,  and  difmounted,  driving*  thetr 
horfes  away,  to  avoid  being  trampled  on.  Wbea 
the  king  of  England  f^w  this,  he  halted  the  banner 
under  which  he  ^as^  and  faid  ;  '  I  would  have  the 
*•'  •  i.       .  4  }Xk^u 
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men  drawn  up  here  in  order  of  baitle :  and  let  a 
good  detachment  be  fent  towards  the  bridge  of 
Nieullet ;  for  I  have  heard  that  there  is  polled  a 
large  body  of  French^  on  horfeback  and  4>n  foot/ 
\Six  banners  and  three  hundred  archers  left  his- 
army^  and  made  for  the  bridge  of  Nieullet^  where 
thej  found  the  lord  Moreau  de  Fiennes^  and  the 
lord  of  Crequi^  who  guarded  it.  There  was  alfo 
pofied  between  the  bridge  and  Calais^^  the  crofs- 
bowmen  from  St.  Omer  and  Aire^  who  had  that 
day  (harp  work :  more  than  fix  hundred  were  fl(iin 
or  drowned ;  for  they  were  immediately  difcom- 
fited,  and  purfued  to  the  riyer :  it  was  then  fcarcely^ 
day-break. 

The  knights  of  Picardy  maintained  this  poil  fome 
time;  and  many  gallant  a6iions  were  performed! 
but  the  Englifli  kept  increafing  from  the  town, 
when,  on  the  contrary,  the  French  fell  of^  fo  that 
when  they  found  they  could  not  longer  keep  the 
bridge^  thofe  that  had  horip^  mounted  them,  and 
'  betook  themfelves  to  flight.  The  Engliih  imme- 
diately purfued  them,  and  many  were  overthrown : 
but  thofe  that  were  well  mounted  efcaped ;  amoAg . 
them  were  the  lords  de  Fiennes,  de  Crequi, .  de 
Sempy,  de  Lonchinleich,  and  the  lord  of  Namur. 
Many  were  taken  through  their  own  hardinefs,  who 
might  otherwife  Jiave  faved  themfelves.  When  it 
was  broad  day-light^  that  each  could  fee  the  other, 
Ibme  knights  and  fquires  colle6ied  themfelves  to- 
gether, and  vigoroufly  attacked  the  £ngliih,  infcf* 
much  that  feveral  of  the .  French  made  good  pri* 
foners,  that  brought  them  much  profit. 
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We  will  now  fpeak  of  the  king  of  England,  who 
was  there  incognito,  under  fir  Walter  Manny's, 
banner.  He  advanced  with  his  men  on  foot,  to  . 
meet  the  enemy,  who  were  formed  in  clofe  order 
with  their  pikes,  ihortened  to  five  feet,  planted  out 
before  them/  The  firft  attack  was  very  iharp  aiid 
fevere.  The  king  fingled  out  fir  Euftace  de  Ri- 
beaumont,  who  was  a  fi;rong  and  hardy  knight:  he 
fought  a  long  time  rtarvelloufly  well  with  the  king; 
fo  that  it  was  a  pleafure  to  fee  them ;  but,  by  tht 
eonfufion  of  the  engagement,  they  were  feparated  t 
for  two  large  bodies  met,  where  they  were  fighting, 
and  forced  them  to  break  off  their  combat. 

On  the  fide  of  the  French,  there  was  excellent 
fighting  by  fir.  Geoffry  de  Chargny,  fir  John  de 
Landas,  fir  Hefior  and  fir  Gavin  Ballieu],  and 
others  ;  but  they  were  all  furpafled  by  fir  Eufiiace 
de  Ribeaumont,  who  that  day  firuck  the  king  twice 
down  on  his  knees :  at  laft,  however,  he  was  obliged 
to  furrender  his  fword  to  the  king,  faying,  ^  Sir 
kmght,  I  furrender  myfelf  your  prifoner,  for  th0 
honour  of  the  day  mull  fall  to  the  Englifli.'^  All 
that  belonged  to  fir  Geoffry  de  Chargny  were  either 
.flain  or  captured  :  among  the  firfl;  were  fir  Henry 
du  Bois,  anJi  fir  Pepin  de  Werre  :  fir  Geoffry  and 
the  refl;  were  taken  prifoners.  The  lafl;  that  was 
taken,  and  who  in  that  day  had  excelled  all,  was 
fir  Eullace  de  Ribeaumont. 

This  bufinefs  was  finiflied  under  the  walls  of 
Calais,  the  lafl;  day  of  December,  towards  morning, 
in  the  year  of  grace  1348. 
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CHAP.   CL. 

THE   KING  OF   ENGLAND    PRESENTS    A   CHAPLET    OE 
PEARLS  TO  SIR   EUSTACE  D£  RIQEAUMONT. 

"ITTTIEN  the  engagement  was  over,  the  king  re- 
turned to  the  caflle  in  Calais^  and  ordered  all 
the  prifoners  to  be  brought  before  him.  The  French 
then  knew  for  the  firft  time  that  the  king  of  Eng- 
land had  been  there  in  perfon^  under  the  banner  of 
fir  Walter  Manny. 

The  king  faid^  he  would^  this  evening  of  the 
new  year^  entertain  them  all  at  fupper^  in  the  caflle. 
When  the  hour  for  fupper  was  come^  the  tables 
llpread,  and  the  king  and  his  knights  drefled  in  new 
robes^  as  well  as  the  French^  wUo^  notwithfianding 
they  were  prifoners^  made  good  cheer  (for  the  king, 
wiihed  it  ihould  be  fo  )  :  the  king  feated  himfelf  at 
table^  and  made  thofe  knights  dp  the  fame  arpund' 
him^  in  a  moil  honourable  manner. 

The  gallant  prince  of  Wales,  and  the  knights  of 
England,  ferved  up  the  firfl  courfe,  and  waited  on 
their  guefts.  At  the  fecond  courfe,  they  went  and 
feated  themfelves  at  another  table^  where  th^y  Were 
ferred  and  attended  on  very  quietly. 

When  fupper  was  over,  and  the  tables  removed, 
the  king  remained  in  the  hall,  among  the  Englifli 
and  French  knights,  bareheaded,  except  a  ch94)let 
of  fine  pearls,  which  was  round  his  head.  He  con- 
Terfed  with  all  of  them ;  but,  when  he  came  to  fir 
GeofiVy  de  Chargny,  his  countenance  altered,  and 
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'  lookinf^  at  him  afkance,  he  faid,  '  Sir  Geoffry,  I  '^ 
have  but  liUle  reafon  to  love  you,  when  you  wiflied 
to  feize  from  me  by  fleaUh,  laft  night,  what  had 
given  me  fo  much  trouble  to  acquire,  and  has  eoft 
me  fuch  fums  of  mouey.  I  am,  however,  rejoiced, 
to  have  caught  you  thus  io  attempting  it.  You  were 
defirous  of  gaining  it  cheaper  than  I  did,  and  thought 
you  could  piirchafe  it  for  twenty  thoufand  crowns  ; 
but,  through  God's  affiftaace,  you  have  been  dif- 
appointed.'  He  then  pafled  on,  and  left  fir  Geoflfry 
ftanding,  without  having  a  word  to  fay  for  himfclf. 
When  he  came  to  fir  Enfiace  de  Ribeaumoot, 
he  aflumed  a  cheerful  look,  and  faid,  with  a  fmile  ; 
'Sir  Euftacc,  you  are  the  mod  valiant  knight  in 
Chriftendom,  that  I  ever  faw  attack  his  enemy,  or 
defend  himfelf.  I  never  yet  found  any  one  in  battle, 
who,  body  to  body,  had  given  me  fo  much  to  do 
as  you  have  done  this  day,  I  adjudge  to  you  the 
prize  of  valour,  above  all  the  knights  of  my  court, 
as  what  is  juftly  due  to  jou,'  The  king  then  took 
off  the  chapiet,  which  was  very  rich  and  handfome, 
and,  placing  it  on  the  head  of  fir  Euftace,  faid ; 
'  Sir  Enfiace,  I  prefent  you  with  this  chapiet,  as 
being  the  bell  coilibatant  this  day,  either  within  or 
without  doors;  and  I  beg  of  you  to  wear  it  this 
ypar,  for  love  of  me.  1  know  that  you  are  lively 
and  amorous,  and  love  the  company  of  ladies  and 
damfels ;  therefore,  fay  wherever  you  go,  that  I 
gave  it  to  you.  1  alfo  give  you  your  liberty,  free 
of  ranfom ;  and  you  may  fet  out  to-morrow,  if 
)  whither  you  will.' 
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In  this  fame  year,  1349,  king  Philip  of  France 
married  his  fecond  wife,  at  Brie-comte- Robert*, 
on  Tuefday  the  29th  day  of  January.  She  was 
the  lady, Blanche,  daughter  of  Philip  king  of  Na- 
varre, who  had. died  in  Spain^  was  very  well  be- 
lovedj  and  about  eighteen  years  old. 

On  the  19th  of  the  following  February;  which 
was  Shrovetide,  the  duke  of  Normandy,  eldeft  fon 
of  the  king  of  France,  was  married  at  St.  Gene- 
vieve, near  St.  Germain  en  Laye,  to  his  fecond 
wife,  Jane  cduntefs  of  Boulogne  :  (he  was  the 
widow  of  the  lord  Philip,  fon  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, who  died  before  Aiguillon,  1346.  The 
countefs  was  the  daughter  of  earl  William  of  Bou- 
logne, by  the  daughter  of  Louis  earl  of  Eyreux, 
and  held  in  her  own  right  the  duchy  of  Burgundy^ 
the  counties  of  Artois,  Boulogne,  and  Auvergne^ 
with  many  others. 


ADDITIONS, 


FROM    TWO    MSS.  IN   THE   HAFOD    LIBRARY,    NOT   VR 
ANY    OF  THE   PRINTED   COPIES. 

Y^OU  have  heard  related  how  the  young  earl 
Lewis  of  Flanders  had  been  betrothed  to  the 
lady  Ifabella,  daughter  of  king  Edward  of  England, 
and' that  afterwards  he  had  efcaped  from  Flanders 
into  France,  where  he  was  joyfully  received  by  the. 

.11  tlM»infi  II  I  II  ■  11.  ■   ■■    I  n«      I  1,1 ,1  I  I       »        I    I 

*  A  mtrkeMown  of  Bne^Franfaife,  diocef«  and  eledion  of 
Farisi  feveu  leagues  from  Paris. 
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king  and  his  bmrons^  vrho  told  him  he  had  a6led 
"Rifely,  for  that  fuch  forced  marriages  were  of  no 
avail ;  and  the  king  added^  that  he  would  otherwife 
ally  him  mote  to  his  honor  and  profit.  Things 
remained  in  this  ftate  for  about  a  year. 

Duke  John  of  Brabant  was  not  much  difpleafed 
at  this ;  for  he  was  defirous  of  marrying  the  young 
count  of  Flanders  to  his  fecoad  daughter^  the  eldeft 
being  countefs  of  Hainault. 

He  fent  ambafladors  to  king  Philip^  to  intreat'he 
would  confent  to  the  match  between  the  count  of 
Flanders  and  his  daughter;  that^  if  he  confented^ 
he  would  in  future  he  his  good  neighbour,  and  that 
neither  he  nor  any  of  his  children  would  ever  bear 
arms  again  for  th^e  king  of  England. 

The  king  of  France,  who  knew  the  duke  of  Bra- 
bant to  be  a  powerful  lord,  that  could  hurt  or  affifl 
him  according  to  his  pleafure,  liftened  to  his  pro- 
pofal  in  preference  to  any  other,  and  let  the  duke 
know,  that  if  he  could  prerail  on  the  Hates  of 
Flanders  to  confent  to  this  marriage,  he  would  be 
agreeable  to  it,  and  would  prefs  it  on  the  earl.  The 
duke,  in  his  anfwer,  engaged  for  the  confent  of  the 
Aates.  He  inftantly  fent  able  commiffioners  to  the 
principal  towns,  to  negdciate  with  them  this  mar- 
riage :  he  treated,  as  I  may  fay,  fword  in  hand ; 
for  he  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  if  they  mar- 
ried the  young  earl  otherwife,  he  would  inftantly 
declare  war  againft  them ;  and  on  the  contrary^ 
if  they  complied  with  his  defire,  he  would  unite 
himfelf  ftrongly  with  them^  and  defend  them  againft 
any  ot-  er  lords. 

The 
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the  councils  of  the  principal  town!  heard  with 
attention  the  propofals  and  promifes  the  duke  of 
Brahant,  their  neighbour^  made  them.    They  knew 
their  young  lord  was  not  within  their  power,  but 
ukider  the  dire6iion  of  the  king  of  France  and  the 
lady  his  mother/  and  that  his  heart  was  entirely 
French.      Upon    mature  confideration   therefore^ 
they  thought,  that  as  the  dnke  of  Brabant  wafa 
very  powerful  prince,  and  of  great  euterprife,  it 
would  be  much  more  advantageous  to  conclude  a 
match  with  him  than  with  any  one  elfe ;  for  by  it 
they  would  enjoy  peace,  and  have  their  lord  again 
among  them,  which  they  very  much  defired.     The 
bufinefs  was  fo  well  arranged  that  the  young  earl 
of  Flanders  was  brought  to  thogpity  of  Arras,  whi- 
ther the  duke  of  Brabant  fent  his  eldefi  fon,  the 
lord  Godfrey  earl  of  Mons,  the  earl  of  Los^  and 
all  his  council.     The  principal  towns  of  Flanders 
fent  thither  alfo  their  magiftrates.     Many  confe- 
rences were  held;    and.  the  young  earl  and  his 
countrymen  engaged   for  his  marriage  with  the 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Brabant,  provided  it  were 
agreeable  to  the  church.     This  had  been '  already' 
fecured,  and  the  difpenfation  from  the  pope  was 
arrived.     Not  long  after  this,  the  young  earl  came 
to  Flanders,  where  all  doe  homage  was  paid  him; 
and  greater  powers  were  granted  to  him  than  even 
his  fiatther,  or  any  of  his  predeceffors  had  enjoyed.  ' 

-  The  earl  married  tife  duke's  daughter ;  and,  by 
the  marriage-articles,  the  towns  of  Mechlin  add 

Antwerp  were  to  revert  to  the  earl  of  Flanders, 
after  the  death  of  t^eiiuke;  b«t  this  treaty  was  fo 
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fecretly  managed^  that  few  heard  of  it.  The  duk<f 
gave  fo  much'  to  his  daughter^  that  great  wars  were 
the  Gonfequence  between  Flanders  and  Brabant  in 
after  times^  as  you  will  hear :  but^  as  this  is  hot  as 
yet  ihe  fubje£i-matter  of  my  hiftory,  I  fliall  brieflyi 
fiate^  that  the  king  of  England  was  forely  vexed 
with  all  parties  for  this  marriage :  with  the  duke 
of  Brabant^  becaufe  he  was  his  coufin-german, 
and  had  carried  off  from  his  daughter  the  heir  of 
Flanders^  to  whom  Ihe  had  been  betrothed ;  with 
the  earl^  becaufe  he  had  broken  his  engagement 
with  him,  refpefiling  his  daughter.  The  duke  fent, 
however^  very  prudent  and  handfome  apologies; 
as  did  afterwards  the  earl  of  Flanders. 

■  0' 


A  BOUT  this  period,  there  was  much  ill  will  be- 
tween the  king  of  England  and  the  Spaniards, 
on  account  of  fome  infractions  and  pillages  com- 
mitted at  fea  by  the  latter.  It  happened  at  this 
feafon^  that  the  Spaniards  who  had  been  in  Flanders 
with  theiif  merchandife^  were  informed  they  would 
not  be  able^to  return  home,  without  meeting  the 
EngJiih  fleet.  The  Spaniards  did  not  pay  much, 
attention  to  this  intelligence :  however,  after  they 
had  difpofed  of  their  goods,  they  amply  provided 
their  fliips  from  Sluys  with  arms  and  artillery,  and 
all  fiich  archers,  crofs-bowi^pn  and  foldiers  as  were 
willing  to  receive  pay. 

The  king  of  ]B;ngland    hated  thefe  Spaniards 

greatly,  and  fiiidj^nblicly  j  ^JWe  have  for  a  long 

.  time 
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time  fpared  thefe  people ;  for  which  they  have  done 
us  much  harm  ;  without  amending  their  condu6l : 
on  the  contrary,  they  grow  more  arrogant ;  for, 
which  reafon  they  muft  be  chaftifed  as  they  re-pafs 
our  coafts/  His  lords  readily  aflented  to  this  pro- 
pofal^  and  were  eager  to  en^ge  the  Spaniards. 
The  king  therefore  iflued  a  fpecial  fummons  to  all 
gentlemen  who  at  that  time  might  be  in  England, 
and  left  London. 

He  went  to  the  coaft  of  Suffex,  between  Souths 
ampton  and  Dover,  which  lies  oppofite  to  Ponthleu 
and  Dieppe,  and  kept  his  court  in  a  monaficry, 
whither  the  queen  alfo  came.  At  this  time  and 
place,  that  gallant  knight,  lord  Robert  de  Namur, 
who  was  lately  returned  from  beyond  fea,  joined 
the  king :  he  came  'j  lA  in  time  to  b«  one  of  this 
armament ;  and  the  king  was  exceedingly  pleafed 
at  his  arrival.  On  finding  that  he  was  not  4oo  late 
to  meet  the  Spaniards  on  their  return,  the  king, 
with  his  nobles  and  knights,  embarked  ofl^  blMId 
hid  fleet;  and  he  wu  never  attended  by  fo^na^ 
merous  a  company  in  any  of  his  former  expeditions 
.at  fea.  4- 

This  fame  year  the  king  -created  hU  coufia, 
toHenry  earl  of  Derby,  duke  of  Lancflfibr,  and  tttfc 
baron  of  Stafford  an  earl,  who  were  now  both  with 
him.  Th#  prince  of  Wales  and  John  earl  of  Rich- 
:  mond  were  likewife  on  board  the  fleet :  the  lafl: 
was  too  young  to  bear  arms,  but  he  had  hiin  on 
board  becaufe  he  much  loved  hiai|  There  were 
alfo  in  this  fleet,  the  earls  of  Arundel,  North- 
ampton^ Hereford,  Suffolk,  and  Warwick;  the  lord 
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Reginald  Cobham^  fir  Walter  Manny^  fir  Tho- 
mas Holland^  fir  Lewis  Beauchamp^  fir  James 
Audley,  fir  Bartholomew  Burgherfli,  the  lords 
Percy,  Mowbray,  Neville,  Roos,  de  Difort,  de 
Gq/trode,  de  Berder,  and  many  others.  There 
were  four  hundrq^  knights ;  nor  was  he  ever  at- 
tended by  a  larger  0bmpany  of  great  lords.  The 
king  kept  the  fea  with  his  veflds  ready  prepared 
for  a6lion,  and  to  wait  for  the  enemy,  who  was  not 
long  before  he  appeared.  He  kept  cruifing  for 
thffee  days  between  Dover  and  Calais. 


'y^HEN  4he  Spaniards  fadd  i:ompleted  their  car- 

^  ^         goes,  and  laden  their  veflels  with  linen  cloths, 

and  wjiatever  they  imagined  ivrould  be  profitable  in 

their  own  country,  they  embarked  on  board  their 

4Ret  «t  Sluys.     Tkey  kngw  they  fliould  meet  the 

..foglifli,  but  were  indifiereat  about  it ;  for  they  had 

marvelloufly  provided  themfelves  with  all  forts  of 

warlike  ammunition;  fuch  as  bolts  for  crofs-bows, 

cannens,  and  bars  of  forged  iron  to  throw  on  the 

.^  #nemy,  inhApes,  with  the  affifiiance  of  great  fl:oneflb 

to  fink  him. 

When  thej  weighed  anchor,  the  wind  was  fa- 
vourable fof  them  :  there  were  forty  large  veflelt 
of  fuch  a  fize,  and  fo  beautiful,  it  was  a  fine  fight 
to  fee  them  ua||er  fail.  Near  the  top  of  their  mails 
w^re  fmall  cafi;les,  full  of  flints  and  fiones,  and  a 
foldief  to  guard  them ;  and  there  alfo  was  the  flag- 

ftafl; 
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llafF,  from  whence  fluttered  their  ftreamers  in  the 
wind,  that  it  was  pleafant  to  look  at  them.  If  the 
Engliili  had  a  great  defire  to  meet  thcm^  it  feemed 
as  if  the  Spaniards  were  flill  more  eager  for  it,  as 
will  hereafter  appear.  The  Spaniards  were  full  ten 
thoufand  men,  including  all. forts  of  foldiers  thev 
had  enlifted  when  in  Flanders:  this  made  them  feel 
fufficient  courage  not  to  fear  the  combat  with  the 
king  of  England,  and  whatever  force  he  might  have 
at  fca. 

Intending  to  eng'age  the  Englifli  fleet,  they  ad- 

Tanced  with  a  favourable  wind  until  they  came 

oppofite  to  Calais.     The  king  of  England  being  at 

fea,  had  very  diftinBly  explained  to  all  his  knights 

"the  order  of  battle  he  would  have  them  follow :  he 

liad  appointed  the  lord  Robert  do  ?^amur  to  the 

command  of   a   fliip  called   La  Salle  du  Roi,  on 

"board  of  which  was  all  his  houfehold.     The  king 

jpofied  himfelf  in  the  fore  part  of  his  own  fliip :  he 

"^uras  drefled  in  a  black  velvet  jacket,  and  wore  on 

lis  head  a  fmall  hat  of  beaver,  which  became  him 

.3miich.     He  was  that  day,  as  I  was  told  by  thofe 

"^i^ho  were  prefent,  as  joj'Ous  as  he  ever  was  iti  his 

ife,  and  ordered  his  minfirels  to  play  before  him  a 

erman  dance  which  fir  John  Chandos  had  lately 

utroduced.     For  his  amufement,  he  made  the  fame 

ight  fing  with   his  minftrels,   which  delighted 

im  greatly.     From  time  to  time  he  looked  up  to 

le  caiile  on  his  maft,  where  he  had  pliaced  a  watch 

inform  him  when  the  Spaniards  were  in  fight, 

"^Vhilft  the  king  was  thus  amufing  himfelf  with  his. 

"^Qiij^hts,  who  were  happy  in  feeing  him  fo  gay^ 
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the  watch,  who  had  obferved  a  fleet,  cried  Out, 
*  Ho,  I  fpy  a  (hip,  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
Spaniard/     The  minftrels  were  filenced;    and  he 
was  alked  if  there  were  liiore  than  one  :  foon  after 
he  replied,  ^  Yes ;  I  fee  two,  three,  fbur,  and  fo 
mapy  that,  God  help  me,   I  cannot  count  them.' 
The  king  and  his  knights  then  knew  they  mufi;  be 
the  Spaniards.      The  trumpets  were  ordered  to 
found,  and  the  fhips  to  form  a  line  of  battle  for  the 
combat ;  as  they  were  aware  that,  fince  the  enemy 
came  in  fuch  force,  it  could  not  be  avoided.     It 
was,  however,  rather  late,  about  the  hour  of  vel^ 
pers.   The  king  ordered  wine  to  be  brought,  which 
he  and  his  knights  drank  i  when  each  fixed  their 
helmets  on  their  heads.     The  Spaniards  now  drew 
near  :  they  might  eafily  have  refufed  the  battle,  if 
they  had  chofen  it,  for  they  were  well  freighted, 
in  large  (hips,  and  had  the  wind  in  their  favour. 
They  could  have  avoided  fpeaking  with  the  EngUib, 
if  they  had  willed,  but  their  pride  and  prefumptioh 
made  them  a£i  otherwife.     They  difdained  to^  fail 
by,  but  bore  inftantly  down  on  them,  and  colQ^ 
menced  the  battle. 


yy  HEN  the  king  of  England  faw  from  his  (hip 
their  order  of  battle,  he  ordered  the  perf<m 
who  managed  his  veffel,  faying,  ^  Lay  me  alongfide 
the  Spaniard  who  is  bearing  down  on  us ;  for  I  will 
have  a  tilt  with  him.'  The  mafter  dared  n^  ^t^ 
obey  the  king's  order,  but  laid  his  (hip  ready  for 

the 
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the  Spaniard^  who  was  coming  full  fail.  The  king's 
(hip  was  large  and  fiiff ;  other  wife  £be  would  have 
.  been  funk^  for  that  of  the  enemy  was  a  great  one^ 
and  the  (hock  of  their  meeting  was  more  like  the 
craih  of  a  torrent  or  tempefi :  the  rebpund  caufed 
the  cafUe  in  the  king*s  Ihip  to  encounter  that  of  the 
Spaniard ;  fo  that  the  mafl  of  the  latter  was  broken^ 
and  all  in  the  cafile  fell  with  it  into  the  fea^  when 
they  were  drowned.  The  Engliih  veflTel,  however, 
fuffered^  and  let  in  water,  which  the  knights  cleared^ 
and  flopped  the  leak^  without  telling  the  king  any 
thing  of  the  matter.  Upon  examining  the  veflel  he 
had  engaged  lying  before  him>  he  faid ;  ^  Grapple 
my  Ihip  with  that;  for  I  will  have  poffeffion  of  her.* 
His  knights  replied;  ^  Let  her  go  her  way:  you 
Ihall  have  better  than  her.'     That  veflel  failed  on, 

• 

and  another  large  fliip  bore  down,  and  grappled 
with  chains  and  hooks  to  that  of  the  king.  The 
fight  now  began  in  earnefi,  and 'the  archers  and 
crofs-bows  on  each  fide  were  eager  to  Ihoot  and 
defend  themfelvcs. 

The  battle  was  not  in  one  place,  but  in  ten  or 
twelve  at  a  time.  Whenever  either  party  found 
themfelves  equal  to  the  enemy,  or  fuperior,  they 
infiantly  grappled,  when  grand  deeds  of  arms  were 
performed.  The  Englifh  had  not  any  advantage ; 
and  the  Spanifli  ihips  were  much  larger  and  higher 
titan  their  opponents,  which  gave  them  a  jgreat 
fuperior ity  in  (hooting  and  catling  Hones  and  iron 
bars  on  board  their  enemy,  which  annoyed  them 
exceedingly.  The  knights  on-board  the  king's  fhip 
were  ia  danger  of  finking,  for  the  leak  fi;ill  admitted 
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water :  this  made  them  more  eager  to  conquer  th^ 
Yeflel  they  were  grappl^  to :  many  gallant  deeds 
were  done ;  and  at  laft  they  gained  the  fiiip^  and 
flung  all  they  found  in  it  overboard^  having  quitted 
their  own  flup.  They  continued  the  combat  againft 
thfe  Spaniards^  who  fought  valiantly^  and  whofe 
c^rofs-bowmen  ihot  fuch  bolts  of  iron  as  greatlj^dif- 
treffed  the  Englifli. 


^FHIS  fea-fight,  between  the  Englifli  and  Spa- 
niards^ was  well  and  hardly  fought :  but^  as 
night  was  coming  on,  the  Englifli  exerted  theffl- 
felves  W  do  their  duty  well,  and  difcomfit  their 
enemies.  The  Spaniards,  who  are  ufed  to  the  lea, 
and  were  in  large  fliips,  acquitted  themfelves  to  the 
utniofl;  of  their  power.  The  young  prince  of  Wales 
and  his  divifion  were  engaged  a-part :  his  fliip  was 
grappled  by  a  great  Spaniard,  when  he  and  his 
knights  fuffcred  much ;  for  flie  had  fo  many  holes, 
that  the  water  came  in  very  abundantly,  and  they 
could  not  by  any  means  ftop  the  leaks,  which  gare  . 
the  crew  fears  of  her  finking,  they  therefore  did 
all  they  could  to  conquer  the  enemy's  fliip,  but  in 
-vain;  for  flie  was  very  large,  and  excellently  wisll 
defended. 

During  this  danger  of  the  prince,  the  duke  of 
Lancaller  came  near,  and,  as  lie  approached,  faw 
he  had  the  worfl  of  the  engagement;  and  that  his 
crew  had  too  much  on  their  hands,  for  they  were 
baling  out  water:  he  therefore  fell  on  tlie  crther 
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ifidc  of  the  Spatiifh  veffel,  with  which  he  grappled, 
fliouting,  "Derby,  to  the  refcue!'  Theengage- 
toeut  was  now  very  warm,  but  did  not  laft  long^ 
for  the  Ihip  was  taken,  and  all  the  crew  throwa 
OTierboard,  not  one  being  faved.  The  prince,  with 
his  men,  inflantly  embarked  on  board  the  Spaniard; 
and  fcarcely  had  they  done  fo^  whai  his  own  velM 
funk,  which  convinced  them  of  the  imminent  dcm- 
ger  they  had  been  in. 


nPHE  engagement  was  in  other  parts  well  conteft- 

cd  by  the  Englifh  knights^  who  exerted  thern^- 

ielres,  and  need  there  was  of  it,  for  they  found 

^hofe  who  feared  them  not.     Late  in  the  evening, 

*he  Salle  du  Roi,  communded  by  lord  Robert  de 

^amur,  was. grappled  by  a  large  Spaniard^  and  the 

fight  was  very  fevere.     The  SpaniiTrds  were  detcr- 

smined  to  gain  this  (hip  ;  and,  the  more  effeftually 

"•lo  fucceed  in  carrying  her  off,  they  fet  all  their 

fails,  took  advantage  of  the  wind,  and,  in  fpite  of 

"^^hat  lord  Robert  and  his  crew  could  do,  towed  her 

^>ut  of  the  battle :  for  ihe  Spaniard  was  of  a  more 

<^onfiderable  fize  than  the  lord  Robert's  Ihip,  and 

*lierefore  (he  more  eafily  conquered.     As  they  were 

"t-lius  towed,    they  paffed  near  the  king's  (hip,  to 

"Whom  they  cried  out,  '  Refcue  the  Salle  du  Roi,* 

It^ut  were  not  heard;  for  it  was  dark;  and,  if  they 

X^ere  heard,  they  were  not  refcued.     The  Spaniards 

'^vould  have  carried  away  with  eafe  this  prize,  if  it 

^3tad  noi^been  for  a  gallant  a6i  of  one  Hanequin,  a 
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fcrvant  to  the  lord  Robert,  who^  with  his  drawn 
fword  on  his  wrift,  leaped  on  board  the  enemy,  ran 
to  the  mafl^  and  cut  the  large  cable  which  held  the 
main  fail/ by  which  it  became  unmanageable;  and 
*with  great  agility,  he  cut  other  four  principal  ropes, 
fo  that  the  fails  fell  on  the  deck,  and  the  courfe  of 
the  fliip  was  flopped.  Lord  Robert,  feeing  this, 
Bdvanced  with  his  men,  and,  boarding  the  Spaniard 
,  fword  in  band,  attacked  the  crew  fo  vigoroufly, 
that  all  were  flain  or  thrown  overboard,  and  the 
veflel  woi^.  -  > 


T  CANNOT  fpeak  of  every  particular  circum- 
flance  of  this  engagement.  It  lafied  a  confider- 
able  titne ;  and  the  Spaniards  gave  the  king  of  Eng- 
land and  his  fleet  enough  to  do.  However,  at  laft, 
vi6lory  declared  for  the  Englifli:  the  Spaniards 
loft  fourteen  fliips;  the  others  faved  themfelves  by 
flight*. 

When 


*  *  Anao  Gratiae  millefimo  trecenti/fimo  quinquageffimo,  qui 
eft  aunus  regni  regis  Edwardi  k  coiiqueftu  tcrtii  viceffimus  quaitus, 
commiffuni  eft  bellum  navale  inter  Aiiglicos  et  Hifpaoos  quarto 
calendas  Septembris.  Edwardus  nenipe  rex  Anglise  cum  paucis 
iiavibus  obviavit  navigio  Hifpauiae,  viris  bellicofis  refertiffimo 
juxta  Winchelfee.  Et  fado  atrociffimo  conflidu,  mulli  lafi  fuot 
ex  utraque  parte.  Nam  tara  ferveus  erat  bellum,  tam  crebra 
vuliiera  inflida  ex  omni  parte,  quoci  ab  illo  pralio  vix  aliquis 
evafit  illxfus.  Demum  (Deo  voleiite)  vidoria  ceffit  Anglis.  Captae 
funt  ibi  igitur  2(3  naves  niagnae,  reliciuis  fubmerfis,  vel  in  fugam 
veifis.     In  hoc  confliau  dum  Hif])ani  timidi  et  fuprrbi,  aU]ue 

tideutes 


261 

t 

When  it  was  completely  over,  and  the  king  faw 
he  had  none  to  fight  with,  he  ordered  his  trunlpets 
to  found  a  retreat^  and  made  for  England.  ^  They 
anchored  at  Rye  and  Winchelfea  a  little  after  night- 
fall, when  the  king,  the  prince  of  Wales,  the  duke 
of  Lancafler,  the  earl  of  Richmond  and  other  barons 
difembarked,  took  horfes  in  the  town,  an4  rode  to 
the  manfion  where  the  queen  was,  fcarcely  two 
Englilh  leagues  difiant.     The  queen  was  mightily 
rejoiced  on  feeing  her  lord  and  children  :  Ihe  had 
fuffered  that  day  great  affli6lion  fron)  her  doubts  of 
fuccefs;  for  her  attendants  had  feen  from  the  hills 
of  the  coaft  the  whole  of  the  battle,  as  the  weather 
was  fine  and  clear,  and  had  told  the  queen,  who 
was  very  anxious  to  learn  the  number  of  the  enemy, 
that  the  Spaniards  had  forty  large  fhips :  flie  was 
therefore  much  comforted  by  their  fafe  return. 
.    The  king,  with  thofe  knights  who  had  attended 
him,  pafled  the  night  in  revelry  with  the  ladies^ 
converfing  of  arms  and  amours.     On  the  morrow 
the  greater  part  of  his  barons,  who  had  been  in 
this  engagement,  came  to  him  :  he  greatly  thanked 
them  all  for  the  fer vices  they  had  done  him,  before 
he  difmiffed  them,  when  they  took  their  leave,  and  . 
returned  every  man  to  his  home. 


fidentes  in  robore  fuo  et  ftrenuitate,  dedignantur  fe  reddere  juffu 
regis  Edwardi,  oipnes  iniferabiliter  perierunt;  alii  ferro  cafi,  alii 
aquis  fubmerfi.'    Tho.  Walsingham,  Hist.  Jnglite,  p.  169. 

Stowe  fays,  that  *  Edward  returned  triumphant,  but  bewailing 
the  lofs  of  fir  Richard  Goldefborough/--Page  250. 
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*Y"OU  have^  before  heard  how  Aymery  de  Piivie 
had  plotted  to  furrender  the  town  tod  caflle  of 
Calais,  for  a  fum  of  florins,  to  the  French,  and  how 
it  befcl  them:  that  fir  Geoftry  de  Chargny  and  tht 
knights  with  him  were  made  prifoners,  and  carried 
to  England,  whence  they  ranfomed  thcmfelves  as 
foon  as  they  could  pay  the  money,  and  returned  to 
France.     It  happened,  that,  during  the  time  he  was 
at  St.  Omer  by  order  of  the  king  of  France,  he 
heard  that  Aymery  de  Pavie  was  at  a  callle  in  the 
country  near  Calais,  called  Fretun,  which  the  kinjf 
of  England  had  given  him.  The  Italian  lived  there 
at  his  eafe  with  a  beautiful  Englifliwoman  whom  he 
had  brought  thither  as  his  miftrefs  ;  and  he  fancied 
the  French  had  forgotten  his  courtefy  to  them :  but 
that  was  not  the  cafe,  as  you  fliall  hear.     As  foon 
as  fir  GeofFry  received  this  information,  he  fecretly 
inquired  from  thofe  of  the  country  who  knew  this 
caflle,  if  it  could  eafily  betaken:  they  affured  hiui 
it  might;  for  that  fir  Aymery  lived  there  without 
'    any  fufpicion,  and  without  guards  or  watch,  think* 
ing  himfelf  as  fafe  as  if  he  were  in  London  or  Calais, 
Sir  Geofiry  did  not  let  the  matter  fleep^  but,  col- 
lefiling  privately  a  band  of  men  at  arms,  left  St. 
Omer  in  an  evening,  taking  with  him  the  crofs-bows 
that  were  quartered  there,  and  marched  all  night, 
when,  at  day-break,  he  arrived   at   the  caftlc  of 
Fretun.     They  infi:antly  furrounded  the  caflle,  as 

*         it 


it  was  not  of  ^ny  iiz^^   and^  baying  entered  the 

ditcb^  pafled  through.      The   fervants^  awakened 

by  the  noife^  ran  to  their  mailer^  who  was  alleep^ 

and  faid;  ^  My  lord,  rife  inflantly ;  for  the  caftle 

is  furrounded  by  a  large  body  of  men  at  arms,  who 

are  forcing  their  way  into  it/     Aymery  was  much 

alarmed,  and  rofe  as  fpeedily  as  he  could ;   but 

notwithfianding  his  hafie,  he  could  not  arm  himfelf 

before  his  court-yard  was  filled  with  foldiers.     He 

was  thus  made  prifoner  with  his  miflrefs;    but 

nothing  was  pillaged  in  the  caftle,  on  account  of  the 

exifting  truce  between  Fra,nce  and  England ;  and 

befides  fir  Geoflfry  only  wanted  to  take  Aymery. 

He  was  greatly  pleafed  with  his  fuccefs,  and  carried 

■fir  Aymery  to  St.  Omer,  where  he  did  not  fuffer 

liitn  to  languifli  in  prifon,  but  had  him  put  to  deaths 

Vrith  much  cruelty,  in  the  market-place  of  St.  Omer, 

in  the  prefence  of  the  knights  and  common  people 

of  the  country^    who  had  been  fent  for  thither. 

fl^huft  died  fir  Aymery  de  Pavie;  but  his  mifi;re(8 

efcaped,  for  his  4cath  freed  her,  and  flie  afterwards 

Attached  herfelf  to  a  fquire  of  France. 


npHIS  year  of  our  Lord  1349,  there  came  from 

Germany,  perfons  who  performed  public  peni- 

tenciesby  whippingthemfcWes  with  fcourges  having 

iron  hooks,  fo  that  their  backs  and  fhoulders  were 

torn:    they  chauuted  alfo,    in  a  piteous  manner, 

canticle^ibf  the  nativity  and  fufferings  of  our  Saviour, 

SA  and 
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and  could  not,  by  their  rules,  remain  in  any  towa 
more  than  one  night :  they  travelled  in  companies 
of  more  or  lefs  in  number,  and  thus  journeyed 
through  the  country  performing  their  penitence  for 
thirty-three  days,  being  the  number  of  years  Jesus 
Christ  remained  on  earth,  and  then  returned  to 
their  own  homes.  Thefe  penitencies  were  thus  per- 
formed, to  intreat  the  Lord  to  refirain  his  #nger^ 
and  withhold  his  vengeance;  for,  at  this  period^ 
an  epidemic  malady  ravaged  the  earth,  and  defiroy"- 
ed  a  third  part  of  its  inhabitants.  They  were  chief- 
ly done  in  thofe  countries  the  mof);  affli6led,  whither 
fcarcely  any  cou,ld  travel,  but  were  not  long  con- 
tinued, as  the  church  fet  itfelf  againft  them.  None 
of  thefe  companies  entered  France  :  for  the  king 
tad  ftriftly  forbidden  them,  by  defire  of 'the  pope> 
who  difapproved  of  fuch  meafures,  by  found  and 
fenfible  reafons,  but  which  I  ftiall  pafs  over.  All 
clerks,  or  perfons  holding  livings,  that  counte- 
nanced them  were  excommunicated,  and  feveral 
were  forced,  to  go  to  Rome  to  purge  themfelves. 

About  this  time,  the  Jews  throughout  the  world 
were  arretted  and  burnt,  and  their  fortunes  feized 
by  thofe  lords  under  whofe  jurifdiSiions  they  had 
lived,  except  at  Avignon,  and  the  territories  of  the 
church  dependent  bn  the  pope.  Each  poor  Jew> 
when  he  was  able  to  hide  himfelf,  and  arrive  in  that 
country,  efteemed  himfelf  fafe.  It  was  propheficd, 
that  for  one  hundred  years  people  were  to  come, 
with  iron  fcourges,  to  deftroy  them :  and  this 
w  ould  now  have  been  the  cafe,  had  not  thefe  peni- 
tents 
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tent^  been  checked  in  their  mad  career^  as  has  been 
related*. 

CHAP. 


*  Here  end  the  additions.  I  cannot  help  fuppofing  there  muff 
bave  been  more ;  for  Froilfart  would  certainly  have  particularly 
mentioned  this  fad  calamity  of  the  plague,  that  afflided  all 
Ciirope,  and  he  fcarcely  notices  it. 

It  bagan  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1346,  and  came  from  Afia. 

Xt  deflroyed  in  fume  parts  the  fourth,  in  others  the  third  of  their 

f>opulation  :  fometimes  it  left  not  the  tenth  part.     It  carried  off 

:iii  Paris  from  40  to  50,000>  and  in  the  little  town  of  St.  Denis 

M.6OO. .  There  were  fometimes,  at  Paris,  800  burials  in  a  day : 

^uid  in  the  fingle  church-yard  of   the  Charter-houle,  'London* 

^^fvere   buried  200  daily.      It  broke  every  bond  of  attachment 

^funder :    fervants  fled  from  their  mailers,    wives  from    thdr 

^ufbands,    and    children    from    their    parents.      There    were 

^^0  laws  in  force:  the  greatell  excefTes  were  committed;  and* 

"^^hen  the  contagion  was  at  an  end,  morals  were  found  more 

^rorrupted. 

I  refer  ray  readers  to  the  different  chronicles  of  tho  times,  for 

^^ore  particular  information.     Lord  Hailes  dates  its  ravages  in 

^349,  and  fays ;  *  The  great  pestilence,  which  had  long  defolated 

"^lie  continent,  reached  Scotland.    The  hiflorians  of  all  comitries 

jKpeak  with  horror  of  this  peflilence.     It  took  a  wider  range,  and 

roved  more  dellrudi^e  than  any  calamity  of  that  nature  known  in 

he  annals  of  mankind.     Banies,  pp.  428 — 441,  has  coUeded 

he  accounts   given    of    this    peffilence  by  many    hiflorians ; 

nd  hence    he  has,    unknowingly,    fiimiihed    materials    for    a 

^Mrious  inquiry  into  the  populoufuefs  of  Europe  in  the  fourteenth 

Century.' 

'  Tlie  fame  caufe  which  brought  on  this  corruption  of  man- 
^Ders  produced  a  new  fpecies  of  fanaticifm.  There  appeared 
in  Germany,  England  and  Flanders  numerous  confraternities 
^f  penitents,  who,  naked  to  tlie  girdle,  dirty  and  filthy  to 
look  at,  flogged  theriifelves  in  the  public  fquares,  chauntihg 
^  ridiculous  canticle.  Underneath  are  two  flanzas  of  their 
canticleyfconfl&ing  of  nineteen  in  the  whole.    It  is  entire  in  a 

chro- 
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CHAP.  CLI. 

rWL  D£ATH  OF   KING  PHILIP^    AND  CORONATION    OF 

His    SON    SLING    JOHN. 

TN  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  1350^ 
Raoul  de  Cahours*^  and  many  other  knights^ 
and  fquires^  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  ' 

twenty 

■         lllllll     I        I         ■  ■      I      I  ■  I    ..      I.     I- I.       I  ■  ■  !■ 

chrooicle  belonging  to  M.  Brequigoy,  which  is  the  only  one  fup* 
po&d  to  poiTefs  ir. 

*  Or  avant,  entre  nous  tuit  frere, 

Battons  nos  charoignes  bien  fort^ 

£n  remembrant  la  grani  niifere 

De  Dieu,  et  fa  piteufe  mort. 

Qui  fiit  pris  de  la  gent  amere^' 

£t  venduz»  et  traiz  k  tort, 

Et  battu  fii  char  vierge  et  cl^ire  ; 

On  nom  de  ce>  battons  plus  fort. 

O  Roiz  des  roiz,  char  prccieufe, 

Dicuz  Fere,  Filz,  Sains  Efperis, 

Vos  fdintifme  char  glorieufe, 

Fut  pendue  en  crois  par  Juls  ^ 

Et  la  fut  grief  et  doloreufe  : 

Quar  vo  douz  faint  fane  beneic 

Fit  la  croi^  vermeille  et  hideufe. 

Loons  Dieu  et  battons  noz  pis.'  « 

M.  J.EVESQUE,  torn.  i.  pp.  530, 531. 
*  Raoul  d€  Cahours  was  of  the  Englifh  party,  but  gained 
over  by  the  magnificent  promifes  of  '  king  John.  He  firft 
changed  his  fide  at  this  battle,  when  he  fought  with  the  com- 
mander in  Brittany,  who  had  only  one  hundred  men,  and 
might  have  gained  the  day,  if  he  had  not  been  too  raih. 
King  John,  as  a  recompenfe,  gave  him  24,00d  livres,  and 
»lltiwed  him  the  poffeifion  of  the  lands  of  Beauvoir^  iie  iiland 

of 
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twenty  men  at  arms^  or  thereabouts^  combated  with 
the  commander  for  the  king  of  England  in  Brittanj, 
called  fir  Thomas  Da^eworth,  before  the  caftle  of 
Aurai.  Sir  Thomas^  and  all  his  men  were  flain^ 
^  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  men  at  arras. 

On  the  22d  of  Augufi  in  the  fame  year^  king 
Philip  of  France  departed  this  lifeatNogentleRoif^ 
>iid  was  carried  to  N6tre  Dame  in  Paris.  On  the 
Thurfday  following,  his  body  was  buried  at  St. 
Denis^  on  the  left  band  of  the  great  altar;  his 
bowels  were  interred  at  the  Jacobins  at  Paris^  and 
his  heart  at  the  convent  of  the  Carthufians  at  Bourg- 
fontaines  in  Valois. 

The  26th  day  of  September  ^enfuing,  John,  eldeft 
fon  of  king  Philip,  was  crowned  king,  on  a  Sunday, 
atRheims.  His  wife,  queen  Jane,  was  alfo  crown* 
ed  at  the  fame  time. 

The  king,  on  this  occafion,  made  many  knights : 
his  eldeft  fon,.  the  dauphine  of.  Yianne  ;  his  fecond 
foo,  Louis  earl^f  Alenfon ;  the  earl  of  Efiampes  ; 
the  lord  John  d'Artois  ;  Philip  duke  of  Orleans, 


of  Cbaavet,  aad  other  eftates  which  he  had  feized  from  Jaoe  de 
Belleville.  Cahours  engaged,  in  return,  to  deliver  into  the 
kiog^s  hands  Vaunes,  Guerrande,  Breft,  Hennebon,  &c. — Hist,  de 
Bretogne. 

Raoul  de  Cahours  was  made  commander  in  Poitou,  by 
writ  of  privy  feal,  dated  £ltham>  I7th  January  1347*— 
Rtmer. 

The  4th  July  1348,  the  king  grants  him  jflOOO.  a-year,  in 
Poitou,  beiides  other  advantages. — Idem. 

•  Dugdale,  in  hb  Baronage,  fays*  he  was  flain  through  the 
treachery  of  the  FrencE.  *■  -        ■ 

'  t  A  town  in  Beauce,  on  the  river  Eure,  five  leagues  from 
Chartrcs. 

brother 
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brother  to  the  king;  the  duke  of  Burgundy^  foA 
of  the  queen  by  her  firft  marriage  with  the  lord 
Philip  of  Burgundy;  the  earl  of  Dammartin^  an^ 
many  others.  The  king  fet  out  from  Rheims  on 
the  Monday^  and  returned  to  Paris,  by  way  of 
Laon,  Soifibns  and  Senlis.  The  king  and  queen 
made  their  public  entry  into  Paris  on  a  Sunilay; 
the  17th  of  06lpber.  There  were  great  feafis, 
which  lafled  the  whale  week.  The  king  remained 
at  Paris  at  the  hotel  de  Nefle,  or  at  the  palace^ 
until  near  Martinmas;  when  he  affembled  his  par- 
liament. 

On  Tuefday,  the  16th  day  of  November  follow- 
ing, Raoul,  earl  of  J^u  and  Guignes,  conilable  of 
France,  who  was  but  lately  returned  from  his  prifon 
in  England,  was  arrefted,  by  orders  from  the 
king,  in  the  hotel  de  Nefle*,  where  king  John  re- 
fided,  by  the  provoft  of  Paris,  and  was  detained  in 
con6nement  in  his  hotel,  until  the  next  Thurfday ; 
when,  about  the  hour  of  matins,  he  was  there  be- 
headed, in  the  prefence  of  the  duke  of  Bourbon, 
the  earl  of  Armagnac,  the  earl  of  Montfort,  the 
lord  John  of  Boulogne,  the  earl  of  Rueil,  and  many 
other  knights,  who  attended  the  execution  by  com- 
mand of  the  king,  at  that  time  in  his  palace.  He 
was  thus  executed,  for  great  treafons,  of  which  he 
had  confeffed  himfelf  guilty  to  the  duke  of  Athens 


*  The  hotel  de  Neile  is  now  deniolifhed ;  and  its  fituation  would 
he  unknown,  were  it  not  fqy  a  curious  memoir  refpeding  it,  in  the 
xxiiid  vol.  of  the  Memoires  de  TAcaderaie,  by  M.  Bonamyj  io 
which  I  refer  the  reader. 

and 
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fome  others.  His  body  was  buried  inf  the  ^li^ 
gufiins  at  Paris^  within  the  walls  of  thb  monaftery> 
by  jpermiflion  of  the  king^  out  of  refpe£i  to  the 
friends  of  the  conftable.* 

In  the  month  of  the  enfuing  Janiiary^  Charles  of 
Spfiin^  to  whom  the  king  had  given  the  earldom  of 
Angouleme^  was  appointed. by  him  confiable  of 
France,  * 

The  lord  Guy  de  Nefle,  marlhal  of  France,  had 
an  engagement^  on  the  Ifi  of  April,  in  Saintonge, 
with  the  Englilh  and  Gafcons  :  the  army  of  the 
marfhal  was  defeated :  he  himfelf  was  takeilipri- 
foner,  with  his  brother  the  lord  William,  lord  Ar- 
nold d'Andreghen,  and  many  others. 

On  Palm  Sunday,  which  was  the  10th  of  April 
1351^  Giles  Rigault  de  Roufiy,  who  was  abbot  of 


*  *  De  Dolo  Regis  Francice  Johannis,  tsfc. 
.  '  Comes  de  Ewe,  conjEbbularius  Franche,  qui  in  conflidii  inter 
Anglicos  &  Normanos,  anno  Domini  milleiimo.  cccmo.  XLVito. 
apud  Cadamum  liabito,  captus  fiiit,  &  tunc  miiTus  in  Anglian,  per 
III.  annos  &  amplius  ibidem  remanferat  fub  carc^rali  cuflodia 
mancipatus,  circiter  fefium  6an6ti  Micbaiglis,  anno  Domini  milie- 
fimo.  cccmo.  Limo.  licenciatus  per  reg^m  Anglorum  locft  fua  in 
partibus  Franciae  vifitare,  Parifios  veolfc  ad  novum  Francise  regem 
Johainnem,  utique  flatura  magnum  &  difcrelum^  minus  tanien  grar. 
dofum,  &  fama  publica  referente  libidine  plenuDOi,  ab  uxore  propria 
divertentem,  fomicariifque  tam  fecularibus  quam  religioiis 
eciam  incefluofe  turpiter  adhsereoteni,  k  paucis  fuis  magnatibus 
vel  plebeis  diledum.  Tunc  idem  rex,  fe  amicum  ipiius  comitis 
fimulans,  &  pac^ce  libi  loquens,  cbnvivavit  eundem.  Sed  ftatim 
node  fequenti,  miflb  fpiculatore  cum  quibufdam  fateUitibus  ad 
hofpiciura  di£ti  comitis,  ipfum  comitem  feci|Sf  ^"bito  decollari.— 
AVESBURY,  p.  187. 
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SL  Denis^  and  lately  made  a  cardlaal,  v^m  prefeoted 
with  the  red  hat^  in  prefence  of  king  John  in  hk 
palace,  by  the  bifliops  of  Laoa  and  of  Paris.  This 
had  never  been  done  before ;  but  the  pope  had 
dire6led  it  to  be  fo^  by  a  bull  addrefled  to  thefe 

bilhopa. 

In  the  following*  September,  the  French  reco- 
vered the  town  of  St.*  Jean  d'Angely,  of  which  the 
Engliih  had  kept  poflef&on  for  five  years.  It  Was 
furrendered  by  the  garrifon  without  itriking  a  blow^ 
and  merely  through  want  of  provifions. 

JktL  the  month  ofi  06iober^  the  fraternity  of  the 
noble  houfe  of  St.  Ouen*,  near  Paris^  was  efla- 
bliihed  by  order  of  the  king.  All  thofe  who  wene 
of  this  order  wore  a  iiar  on  their  hoods,  ^and  ano* 
ther  on  the  front  of  their  mantlesf . 

This  year,  there  was  the  g||eatefi  fcarcity  of  pro- 
Tiiions  all  over  the  kingdom  of  France  ever  known 

in 


*  St.  Ouen  is  a  fin  all  town  iii  the  iflc  of  France,  diocele  and 
election  of  Paris. 

t  Barnes  fays,  that  on  the  8th  September  1351,  king  John  re- 
vived the  almofl  obfolete  order  of  the  Star,  in  imitation  of  ffae 
Garter;  and  the  firfl  chapter  of  it  was  held  at  his  palace  of  St. 
Ouen,  At  firft  there  were  but  eighteen  knights;  the  refl  were 
^dded  at  different  chapters. 

They  wore  a 'bright  ftar  on  the  creft  of  their  hehnets^  and  o6c 
pendant  at  their  necks ;  and  the  fame  leas  embroidered  on  their 
mantles.  .        . 

The  day  fixed  for  the  annual  celebration  of  tlus  order  was  the 
Epiphany,  and  the  liar  chofeu  for  the  emblem. 
The  eighteen  firft  knights  were  : 

J^hu  king  of  France,  fovereign. 
^      *ihilip  duhe  of  Orleans,  his  only^brother. 

Charles 


xa  the  memory  of  man.  Wheat  was  fold  at 
for  eight  livres  parifis*  the  feptierf  :  a  feptier  of 
eats  for  forty  fob  pariiis^  and  a  boifleau^  of  peaic 
eight  fols^ .  and  other  grains  according  to  their 
value. 

In  this  month  of  06lober,  on  the  day  of  the  cele- 
bration of  the  fraternity  of  St.  Ouen^  the  Engliii 
took  the  town  of  Guignes^  notwithftanding  the 
truce :  and  in  thi^  year^  the  conftable  of  France 
was  married  to  the  daughter  of  the  lord  Charles  of 
BIois« 

Cbiries  of  France^  dauphin  of  Vienne, — Louis  duke  of  Aojov 
—John  duke  of  Berry,— -Philip  duke  of  Touraine^— U|f 
Jdhn^s  fous. 
Charles  king  of  Navarre. 
Peter  duke  of  Bourbon,— James  Bourbon  count  de  la  Marcbe^ 

—brothers, 
diaries  de  la  Cerda  of  Spain,  earl  of  Augoul^me. 
.     Amold    d'Andreghen,— John    de     Clermont, —marfhab    «f 
France. 
.  Geofiry  count  de  Chargny,  great  chamberlain  of  France* 
Charles  earl  of  Tancarville. 

WiHiam  de  Brenne,'  duke  of  Athens,  mailer  of  the  horfe. 
•     John  of  Artois,  earl  of  £u,— -Charles  of  Artob,  count  de  Loth 

gueville,— John  vifcount  de  Mekin,  fons  of  Robert  d'Ajftok. 
.For  more  particulars,  fee  Favine's  Theatre  tfHonneur. 
.     *  Cotgrave  fays,  that  a  liyre  parifis  is  2s.  6d.,  and  that  ten  fob 
pari£s  is  equal  to  one  ihiUing. 

t  A  feptier  of  wheat,"  according  to  Cotgrave,  weighs  240 

pounds. 

t  A  boiffeau  of  wheat  weighs  20  poumli^ 
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CHAP.  CUI. 

THE  KING  OF  NAVARRE  CAUSES  THE  LORD  CHARLEfP 
OF  SPAIN^  CONSTABLE  OF  FRANCE^  TO  BE  MU)R^ 
DERED  ;    WITH    OTHER    MATTERS. 

TN  the  year  1352^  on  the  eve  of  the  feail  of  oup 
Lady,  the  middle  of  Augufi^  the  lord  Guy  de 
Nefle^  lord  of  Oflemont^  at  that  time  marfhal  of 
.France  in  Brittany^  had  an  engagement,  in  which 
the  marihal  was  flain  in  battle^  and  alfo  the  lord  of 
Briquebec^  the  baron  of  Beauvais,  and  many  other 
nobles  as  well  of  the  country  of  Brittany^  as  of 
other  parts  of  France. 

The  4th  of  September  was  the  day  appointed  ibr 
the  combat*  at  Paris,  between  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick  and  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  for  words  wjiicb 
the  duke  of  Lancafter  had  fpoken,  and  for  which 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick  had  fummoned  him  to  an« 
fwer  at  the  court  of  the  king  of  France. 

The  two  dukes  came  to  the  field  completely 
armed,  and  entered  the  lifts  which  had  been  pre- 
pared for  the  German  appellant,  and  the  Englifli 
xefpondent.  As  the  Engliih  were  at  war  with 
France,  the  duke  of  Lancafter  had  coine  thither 
under  a  fafe  condu6l  from  king  John,  to  defend  his 
honour.  The  king  of  France?,  however,  would  not 
permit  them  to  fight ;    but,    although  they  had 


*  See  Dugdale's  Baronage,  for  a  more  particular  account  of  this 
duel,  and  of  an  en4  being  put  to  it  by  the  king  of  France,  at  the 
intrealy  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  who,  through  cowardice,  fub- 
mitted  to  his  award. 

'^  armed 
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artned  themfelves^  aad  had  taken  fhe  oathar,  mA 
were  mounting  their  fieeds^  he  took  the  biifinefsi 
into  his  own  hands^  and  made  up  the  difference  be- 
tween them. 

On  the  6th  day  of  December^  pope  Cleiheot  VL 
died,  at  Ayignon,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  pon- 
tificate ;  and,  on  the  1 1th  of  the  following  month, 
a  cardinal  from  Limofin,  ftiled  cardinal  of  Qftia^ 
but,  becaufe  he  had  been  bi(hop  of  Clermont,  com^ 
nottly  called  cardinal  of  C!lermont>  was  ele6ied 
popt,  about  the  hour  of  ten  in  the  morning,  in  hit 
room.  He  took  the  title  of  Innocent  VI.  though 
bis  own  proper  name  was  fir  Stephen  Aubert. 

On  the  6th  day  of  January  1353,  foon  after  day- 
break^ the  lord  Charles  Navarre,  earl  ot  Evreux^ 
eaufed  the  lord  Charles^  of  Spain,  conftable  of 
France,  to  be  murdered  in  hiy  bed  at  an  inn  in  th« 
town  of  Aigle*  in  Normandy,  by  fome  men  at 
arms  whom  he  fent  there  :  he  remained  in  a  barn 
without  the  tovm,  until  they  were  returned  to  him 
after  the  performance  of  this  deed.  It  was  faid  he 
was  accompanied  by  the  lord  Philip  of  Navarre  his 
brother,  the  lord  Lewis  de  Harcourt,  and  lord 
Godfrey  de  Harcourt  his  uncle,  and  many  other 
knights,  as  well  from  Navarre  as  from  Normandy. 

The  king  of  Navarre  and  his  compafay  retreated 
to  the  city  of  Evreux,  of  which  hte  was  lord,  pro- 
vifioned  it,  and  added  to  the  fortifications.  With 
him  went  the  a|[K>ve-mentioned  Harcourts,  the  lord 
of  Maine,  John  Mailer  lord  of  Graville^  the  lord 


♦  Diocefe  of  Evreux. 
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Almaury  de  MevAtnt,  and  many  other  noblemen  of 
Normandy. 

Shortly  after,  the  king  of  Navarre  went  to 
Mantes :  he  had  before  fent  many  letters  fealedj 
to  different  towns  in  the  kingdom,  to  inform  them 
that  h|e  had  put  to  death  the  conftable,  for  various 
evil  deeds  which  the  confiable  had  done  againll 
him.  He  fent  the  earl  of  Meaux  to  the  king  of 
France  at  Paris,  on  the  fame  fubje6l. 

The  king  difpatched  to  the  king  of  Navarre  at 
Mantes,  the  cardinal  de  Boulogne,  the  biftiop  of 
Laon,  the  duke  de  Bourbon,  the  carl  of  Vend&mCi 
and  others,  who  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the 
king  of  Navarre :  forafmuch  as  he  had  married  the 
king's  lifter,  the  mere  pardon  of  the  king  for  this 
crime  would  not  fatisfy  him ;  but  he  required  o( 
the  king,  his  lord,  many  other  things.  Every  one 
in  France  imagined  that  a  war  was  unavoidable, 
between  the  two  kings ;  for  the  king  of  Navarre  had 
made  many  alliances,  collected  troops  in  different 
places,  and  had  vi6iual]ed  and  fortified  his  towns 
and  caflles.  At  laft,  however,  after  many  treaties, 
there  was  one  agreed  to,  of  which  the  following:  are 
fome  of  the  principal  points. 

The  king  of  France  was  to  give  the  king  of  Na- 
varre thirty-eighty  thoufand  livTCs  tournois,  on  ac- 
count of  an  annuity  which  the  king  of  Navarre 
received  from  the  treafurv  of  Paris,  in  lieu  of  lands 
which,  9,ccording  to  an  agreement  made  between 
their  royal  predeceffors,  were  to  be  aillgned  to  him, 
for  the  county  of  Champagne,  as  well  as  on  ac* 
count  of  his  marriage  witji  the  king  of  France's 

daughter. 
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daughter^  when  be  vtm  promifed  at  mucli  land  ad 
would  ampunt  to  twelve  thoufand  livres  a-year. 
The  king  of  Navarre  wifiied  to  have  the  lordlhip 
of  Beaumont  le  Roger*,  the  lands  of  Breteuilf  in^ 
Normandy,  Conches  J,  and  Orbec§,ithe  vifcounty 
of  Pont-au-demer|l,  and  the  bailiwick  of  Coulantint 
which  were  acceded  to  by  the  king  of  FrancCj^ 
though  the  four  firft  lands  belonged  to  Philip  duke 
Cjf  Orleans,  the"  king's  brother,  and  he  gave  him 
other  efiates  in  lieu  of  theib.  The  king  confented 
alfo^  for  the  fake  of  peace,  that  all  the  Harcourts 
and  his  other  allies  fhould  hold  from  him,  as  their, 
lord,  all  lands  dependant  on  Navarre,  in  whatever 
part  of  France  they  might  be  fituated ;  and  it  was 
at  their  option  to  do  him,  if  they  pleafed,  homage 
for  them.  The  king  of  Navarre  obtained  alfo,  that 
thefe  lands,  and  thofe  he  poffeflTed  before,  fhould 
l)e  holden  by  him  as  a  peerage  :  and  he  had  the 
power  to  hold,  twice  a-year,  a  court  of  exchequer 
as  nobly  as  the  duke  of  Normandy. 

The  king  of  France  confented  to  pardon  all  who 
tad  been  concerned  in  the  death  of  the  conftable, 
and  promifed,  upon  his  oath,  that  neifher  now  nor 
laereafter  would  he  feek  to  do  them  hurt  for  this 
H,H.     The  king  of  Navarre,  in  addition,  received 

*  A  iiiarket-t9wn  iu   Normandy,    on   the    Rille,    diocefe   of 

Evreux. 

t  Eleftion  of  Conches. 

t  A  market-town  in  Nonnandy,  diocefe  of  Evreux. 
.  >  §  A  town  of  Nonnaody,  diocefe  of  Liiieux. 

II  Pont-au-dcmer, — a  town  in  Norinaudy,  diocefe  of  Lifieux, 
fcveuteen  leagues  from  Caen. 
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from  the  king  of  Fcauce  a  large  fum  ia  golden 
crowns ;  and,  before  he  would  come  to  Paris,  he 
made  the  king  fend  him,  by  way  of  hoftage,  the 
earl  of  Anjou,  his  fecond  fon. 

When  he  caiSae  to  Paris,  he  was  attended  by  m 
numerous  body  of  men  at  arms.  The  4th  day  of 
March  following,  he  came  to  the  chamber  of  par- 
liament, wb^re  the  king  was  fitting,  attended  by 
many  peers  of  France,  the  parliament,  and  fome  of 
his  council :  the  cardinal  of  Boulogne  was  there 
alfo.  The  king  of  Navarre  befought  the  king  of 
France  ix)  pardon  him  the  death  of  the  conllable^ 
alledging  that  he  had  good  reafons  for  fo  doing, 
which  he  offered  then  to  lay  before  the  king^  or  at 
any  other  time.  He  (wore  he  had  not  done  it  out 
of  any  contempt  to  the  king  of  France,  or  to  the 
office  of  confiable,  and  he  added,  that  he  fliould 
not  feel  any  thing  fo  much,  as  to  be  thought  he 
had  incurred  the  anger  of  the  king.  Upon  this^ 
the  lord  James  de  Bourbon,  conftable  of  France^ 
.  by  order  of  the  king,  gave  his  hand  to  the  king  of 
Navarre,  and  drew  him  afide. 

Shortly  after,  the  queen  Joan,  aunt  to  the  king 
of  Navarre,  and  queen  Blanche,  his  filler;  the  firft 
of  whom  had  been  the  wife  of  Charles  le  Bel,  and 
the  lafi;  of  king  Philip,  lately  deceafed;  came  into 
the  prefence  of  the  king,  and  made  a  low  reve- 
rence :  fir  Reginald  de  Trie,  falling  on  his  knees, 
faid  ;  '  My  moft  redoubted  lord,  here  are  my  ladies 
the  queens,  Joan  and  Blanche,  who  have  heard  that 
my  lord  of  Navarre  is  in  your  ill  graces,  and  are 
much  hurt  at  it;    They  befecch  you  to  have  the 

goodnefa 


«77 

goodiiefs  to  pardon  him;  and^  if  it  pleafed'God, 
he  will  for  the  future  hehave  himfelf  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner^ that  you  and  all  the  people  of  France  Ihall  h^ 
fatisfied/ 

The  conftahle  and  thfe  marihak  then  went  to  fcek 
the  king  of  Navarre^  who^  coming  again  into  th^ 
prefence  of  the  king,  placed  himfelf  between  the 
two  queens,  when  the  cardinal  fpoke  as  follows  : 
'  My  lord  of  Navarre,  i\o  one  ought  to  be  fur- 
prifed>  if  my  lord  the  king  of  France  is  offended 
with  you,  for  the  crime  you  have  committed.  There 
is  no  occaiion  for  me.  to  name  it,  for  you  have 
made  it  fo  public,  by  your  letters  and  otherwife, 
that  it  is  known  to  all.     You  are  fo  much  beholden 
to  him,  that  you  ought  never  to  have  done  it :  you 
are  of  his  blood,  and  nearly  related  to  him ;  he- 
fides,  you  are  his  liege  man,  and  one  of  his  peers^ 
and  have  alfo  efpoufed  his  daughter ;  therefore  this 
deed  is  fo  much  the  more  blameable.     However, 
for  the  love  and  affe6lion  he  bears  my  ladies  the 
queens,  here  prefent,  who  have  moft  earneftly  in- 
treated  him  in  your  behalf ;  and,  becaufe  he  be7 
lieves  you  have  committed  this  crime  through  bad 
advifers,  he  pardons  you  heartily  and  willingly/ 

The  two  queens,  and  the  king  of  Navarre,  upon 
this,  fell  on  their  knees,  and  thanked  the  king. 
The  cardinal  added,  '  that  in  future  if  any  one  of 
the  king's  relations,  or  others,  fhould  dare  commit 
fuch  a  crime  as  the  king  of  Navarre  had  done,  and 
even  if  it  fhould  again  happen,  to  the  king^s  fop, 
to  infult  or  injure  the  lowefi  officer  the  king  had, 

TS  he 
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he  fiiould  infallibly  be  punifhed.*    Upon  this,  the 
court  broke  up*. 

The  22d  of  March^  a  knight-banneret  of  the  low 
marches^  called  fir  Reginald  de  Preffigny,  lord  of 
Marans  near  la  Rochelle^  was  drawn  and  hanged 
on  a  gibbet^  by  orders  of  the  pd^rliament  and  many 
df  the  great  council  of  the  king. 

On  the. 4th  of  Auguft  1354,  the  king  of  France 
was  reconciled  to  the  earl  of  Harcourt  and  the  lord 
Lewis  his  brother,  who  were,  as  it  was  then  faid, 
to  reveal  to  him  many  things  of  confequence^ 
cfpecially  all  that  related  to  the  death  of  the  cob* 
ilable. 

In  the  following  month  of  September,  the  car* 
dinal  de  Boulogne  fet  out  from  Paris  to  go  to 
Avignon,  and,  it  was  commonly  reported,  not  in 
the  good  graces  of  the  king:  howbeit,  during  the 
fpace  of  a  year  that  he  ha^J  remained  in  France, 
he  had  lived  as  well  with  the  king  as  any  other 
courtier. 

About  this  time,  lord  Robert  de  Lorris,  cham* 
berlain  to  the  king  of  France,  fuddcnly  quitted  the 
kingdom.  It  was  faid,  that,  had  he  been  taken, 
he  would  have  fuffered,  for  having  revealed  to  the 
king  of  Navarre  the  fecrets  of  the  king  of  France, 


*  The  caufe  of  .the  murder  of  Charles  d'Efpagne,  conftable  of 
France^  by  Charles  le  Mauvais,  was  the  oppofition  tiie  cooiiable 
made  to  the  preteniioos  of  the  king  of  Navarre  to  the  counties  of 
Chanipagoe,  Brie,  and  to  the  duchy  of  EurguBdy.*«»See  Ferfera'f 
Hift.  Qf  Spain,  vol.  v.  pp.  276,  277^ 
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in  the  like  manner  as  the  Harcourte  had  dobe  (o^ 
the  king  of  France. 

The  king  of  Navarre^  in  the  month  of  November/ 
fct  out  from  Normandy,  and  pafled  through  divers 
places^  amufing  himfelf  until  be  came  to  Avignon/ 
and  from  thence  went  to  Navarre.  And  in  this- 
month  the  archbifhop  of  Rouen,  chancellor  of 
France,  and  the  duke  of  Bourbon  fet  off  for  Avig^' 
non;  as  did  4;he  duke  of  Lancaller,  and  others  of 
the  Englifli,  in  order  to  hold  a  conference  touching 
a  peace  between  the  two  kings. 

This  fame  month  the  king  of  France  left  Paris^ 
and  went  into  Normandy  as  far  as  Caen.  He  took 
poffeffion  of  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  kingf  of 
Navarre^  and  appointed  new  officers  and  garrifont 
in  all  the  caftles  belonging  to  him,  except  fix,  vis. 
£vreux>  Pont-au-demer,  Cherbourg,  Gavisey*/ 
Avranchesf,  MortainJ,  which  were  garrifoned  by 
men  from  Navarre,  who  would  not  furrender  them^ 
(elves,  but  anfwered  tbofe  fent  to  them  from  the 
king  of  France^  that  they  would  not  give  them  up 
fave  to  their  lord,  the  king  of  Navarre,  who  had 
put  them  under  their  guard. 

In  the  month  of  January,  the  lord  Robdrt  de 
Lorris  returned  to  Paris,  by  a  paiTport  from  the 
king,  where  he  remained  a  fortnight  without  having 
permiffion  to  fee  him ;  and,  when  he  was  admitted 
to  his  prefence^  he  was  not  fully  reconciled :  he 


^  A  marketwtown  in  Normandy,  four  leagues  from  Coutances« 

t  A  town  iu  Normandy,— a  biihop's  fee. 

{  A  town  in  Nonnandy»-<-Kliocefe  of  Avranckea. 
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^re&re>  bj  tbe  ftdtice  of  the  king  9  eoimeit  re* 
turned  to  Avignon^  that  he  might  be  prefent  during 
the  conftrences.  ^ 

Towwrds  the  end  of  February^  nevri  was  brought, 
that  ^tnice  which  would  expire  in  April,  betweot 
tiie  kings  of  France  and  England^  had  been  pro« 
longed  by  the  pope  to  the  nativity  of  St.  John  th^ 
Bapttfi^  in  order  that  he  might  find  fome  means  of 
making  a  permanent  peace ;  and  that  the  commif*-  . 
fioners  from  each  king  had  confented  to  it.  The 
pope  fent  ambafladors  to  the  kings>  refpeBiog  tmo^ 
tber  mode  of  carrying  on  the  treaty  than  what  had 
hitherto  been  pra^ifed. 

'  This  fame  months  the  king  of  France  coined 
floriM  of  fine  gold>  which  were  called  Lai^b  F)o-* 
Tins^  bocauCe  on  the  reverfe  was  the  figure  of  m 
lamK  They  were  valued  at  fifty-two  the  mare*| 
and  when  they  were  coined^  the  king  gave  forty^ 
eight  for  a  marc  of  pure  gold^  and  forbid  the  cur<« 
rency  of  any  other  florins. 

This  month,  fir  Gaucher  de  TOrme  came  to 
Paris>  to  the  king  of  France^  asi  ambaflador  ffooi 
the  king  of  Navarre :  he  returned  the  following 
March,  airrying  with  him  paflports  for  the  king  of 
Navarre. 

This  year,  about  Shrovetide,  many  of  the  En^iih 
advanced  near  to  Nantes ;  and,  by  means  of  rope^ 
ladders,  about  fifty-two  of  them  got  into  apd  took 
the  cafi;le :  but  fir  (Gruy  de  Rochefort,  who  was  the  ' 
governor,  and  at  that  time  in  the  town,  attacked 


' '  ■      "■  ■..--.  ^ 


♦  Eight  ounces  of  gold,  filwr  or  balKon. 
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them  to  vigoroufly  that  he  regained  it  that  famfe 
night ;  and  the  fifty-two  Englilh  were  either  flaia 
or  taken  prifoners. 

King  John^  about  Eafler  1355^  fent  his  eldeft 
|bn>  Charles  dauphin  of  Y ienne^  into  Normandy^ 
as  his  lieutenant^  where  he  remained  all  the  fum* 
mer ;  and  the  province  granted  him  three  thoufand 
men  at  arms  for  three  months. 

In  the  month  of  Augufi  following,  the  king  of 
Navarre  landed  at  the  cafile  of  Cherbourg,  and 
vrith  him  ten  thoufand  men^  including  every  onei* 
There  were  many  treaties  begun  between  thofe  at* 
tached  to  the  king  of  France  and  thofe  belonging 
to  the  king  of  Navarre :  each  fent  refpe£lively  am- 
baffadors  to  the  other. 

The  king  of  Navarre's  garrifons  in  Evreux.and 
Pont-au*demer  plundered  all  the  country  there- 
about: fome  of  them  advanced  to  the  caflle  of 
Conches^  which  at  that  time  was  in  king  John*s 
hands^  took  it,  and  filled  it  well  with  provifions 
and  men  at  arms.  Several  other  a6ts  of  hofi;ility 
were  done  by  the  men  of  Navarre  againfi;  the  fub- 
jefls  of  the  king  of  France.  At  lafi,  peace  was 
made ;  and  the  king  of  Navarre  then  went  to  the 
dauphin  of  Vienne,  in  the  caftle  of  Verneuil*,  who 
'condtifted  him  to  the  good  city  of  Paris. 

On  the  34th  day  of  September,  they  both  came 
to  the  king,  who  then  refided  at  the  cafl:le  of  the 
Louvre  at  Paris :  and,  when  admitted  to  his  pre- 


*  Vemeuil,— a  city  ef  Normandy,  twciityHiinc  leagues  and  a 
ludf  from  Fteis. 
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fence,  the  king  of  Navarre  made  his  reverence  hc- 
fore  the  many  nobles  vi^ho  M^ere  there  aflembled. 
He  excufed  himfelf  very  honoarably  for  having 
quitted  the  realm^  and  added,  that  he  had  he9rd 
(bme  had  found  fault  vnth  his  condu 61  towards  the 
king:  he  therefore  requefted  the  king  vrould  name 
thofe  who  had  done  fo  :  for  he  fwore  that^  fincc 
the  death  of  the  conftable,  he  had  done  nothing 
againil  the  king  of  France  but  what  a  loyal  fubjeQ 
fliould  and  ought  to  do.  Neverthelefs,  he  befougfat 
the  king  of  France,  that  he  would  pardon  all  that 
was  pafled,  and  admit  him  to  his  favour.  He  pro- 
mifed  that  in  future  he  would  be  as  good  and  loyal 
as  a  fon  ought  to  be  to  a  father,  or  a  vaflal  to  his 
lord.  The  king  informed  him,  through  the  duke 
of  Athens,  that  he  forgave  every  thing  heartily. 


CHAP.  CUII. 

THE  TAX  OF  THE  GABELLE*  IMPOSED  THROUGHOUT 
FRANCE^  BY. THE  THREE  ESTATES,  ON  ACCOUNT 
OF  THE  WAR. 

T^HE  prince  of  Wales  went  into  Gafcony  fome 
time  in  the  month  of  06lober  1355^  and  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  Touloufe,  where  he  crofled  the 

Garonne^ 


*  The  Gabelle  is  a  tax  upon  fait.  All  perfons  in  France 
before  the  Revc^ution  in  1789,  when  it  was  aboliihed,  were 
obliged  to  pay  a.  certain  fum  for  ialt,  vvliether  they  ufed  any 
or  not.  This  nectflary  -article  was  monopolixed  by  coo* 
UaAof8»  who  enriched  themfelves  at  the  public  expence.    It 
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Garonne^  and  went  to  Carcaflbnne*.  He  l)urDt 
the  fuburbs^  but  could  do  nothing  to  the  town^  as 
it  wad  well  defended.  He  then  marched  to  Nar* 
bonnef  burning  and  deflroying  the  country,  and^ 
in  the  month  of  November,  returned  to  Pourdeaux 
with  great  plunder  and  a  multitude  of  prifoners^ 
without  having  met  with  any  oppofition,  notwith- 
ilanding  that  the  earl  of  Arraagnac,  the  king  of 
France's  lieutenant  in  Languedoc,  was  at  that  time 
in  the  country,  es  well  as  the  lord  of  Foix,  the 
lord  James  de  Bourbon,  lord  of  Pohthieu  and  con*- 
fiable  of  France^  and  the  lord  John  de  Clermont> 
marfhal  of  France,  with  a  more  numerous  army 
than  that  of  the  prince  of  Wales. 

The  king  of  England  landed  at  Calais  in  the 
month  of  Oftober  of  this  year,  and  marched  to 


is  iingulary  that  in  almofl  all  countries  there  has  been  levied 
a  tax  on  this  article'  of  abfoiute  neceifity,  when  it  could  be 
cafily  demonflrated,  that  a  nioft  trifling  capitation-tax  would 
produce  a  larger  funi  than  this  very  opprellive  iinpofl :  die 
poor  weuld  be  relieved,  agriculture  and  the  fiiheries  would 
be  extended  to  an  unbounded  degree  of  perfedion.  This  tax 
preiTes  moil  feverely  on  the  Welfh  peafantry,  and  on  the  in- 
Tiabitants  of  the  wcflern  and  northern  parts  of  Britain,  where 
they  cannot  profit  from  the  bounties  of  Providence,  in  the  vaft 
ihoals  of  fiih  on  their  coafls,  by  the  vexatious  of  this  impolitic 

duty. 

It  was  firft  imp^fed  by  Philippe  Ic  Long;  and,  I  believe,  atthit 
period  (l  802)  it  has  been  re<impofed  in  France. 

*  A  considerable  town  in  Languedoc,  twenty-three  leagues  frofli 
Touloufe. 

.    t  A  large  city  in  Linguedor,  an  atcHbiihoprick,  tbirty-fevea 
leagues  froijB  Touloufe. 

Hefdioj 
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Hefdin*,  whftre  ht  dcftroycd  tbe  outworks^  ua^ 
bornt  the  houfes  within  them;  but  he  did  not  enter 
tbe  town  or  caflle. 

The  king  of  France^  on  hearing  this  news  of  tbe 
Engliib^  ifiued  out  his  fummons  for  an  army  to- 
a0emble  at  Amiens^  and  marched  towards  the  king 
of  England^  who  had  i^etreated  to  Calais. 

Tbe  king  of  France  advanced  as  far  as  St.  Omer^ 
.  irbence  he  fent  to  inform  the  king  of  England^  by 
the  marfhal  d'Authain>  and  many  other  knighjts, 
that  be  was  willing  to  give  him  battle^  either  in 
fingle  combat^  or  with  his  army,  any  day  be  would 
*  cboofe  to  name  ;  but  the  king  of  England  refuied 
fbe  combat,  and  craffed  the  fea  for  England.  The 
king  of  France  returned  to  Paris. 

In  this  fame  year^  about  St.  Andrew's  day,  thtf 
king  of  France  fummoned  all  the  prelates,  chapters, 
barons,  and  citizens  of  the  principal  towns,  to  Paris, 
when  he  laid  before  them,  through  his  chancellor^ 
in  the>chamber  of  parliament,  the  ftate  of  the  war, 
and  requefted  of  them  to  confult  together  on  what 
aids  they  could  grant  that  fhould  be  fufficient  to 
cfnable  him  to  carry  it  on.  And  becaufe  the  king 
had  heard  that  his  fubjeiSls  complained  of  being 
much  aggrieved  by  the  alteration  in  the  coin,  he 
offered  to  coin  money  that  iDiould  be  good  and 
weighty,  if  they  would  grant  him  other  fupplies 
fufficient  to  enable  him  to  purfue  the  war.  Upon 
which  they  anfwered,  that  is  to  fay,   the  clergy 


*  A  ftroBg  to\m  ia  Artois,  on  the  Cancbfe,  twenty-two  Itague^ 
frbnCalai^r' 
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by  the  mouth  of  the  archbifliop  of  Rheimfl^  tbe 
Qobles  by  the  duke  of  Athens,  and  the  citizens  bj 
Stephen  Marcel,  provofjt  of  merchants  in  the  good 
town  of  Paris,  that  they  were  willing  to  live  or  die 
for  him,  and  offered  him  the  difpofal  of  their  lives 
and  fortunes,  requiring  only  a  little  time  to  xlelibe«- 
rate  together.  This  requefl  was  willingly  complied 
vrith. 

The  king  of  France  gave  this  year,  on  the  vigil 
fi£  the  feajft  of  the  conception  of  the  Virgin  Mary^ 
the  duchy  of  Normandy  to  his  eldefi  fon  the  dau-- 
phin  of  Vienne,  earl  of  Poitiers ;  and,  on  the  mor- 
row, he  did  homage  for  it. 

After  the  three  efiates  had  deliberated,  they  re- 
plied to  the  king  of  France,  in  the  chamber  of  par*- 
liament,  by  the  aforementioned  perfons,  that  they 
vvould  grant  him  an  army  of  thirty  thoufan4  men, 
to  be  maintained  by  them  for  one  year;  and  ia 
order  to  have  the  fund  for  paying  this,  which  wai 
eftimated  at  fifty  thoufand  livres  parifis^,  the  thr^e 
^ates  ordered  that  there  fhould  be  levied  upon  alt 
perfons,  whatever  their  Hate  may  be,  churchmen^ 
nobles  or  others,  a  tax  of  eight  deniers  parilis  per 
pound,  on  all  forts  of  provifions;  and  that  the  tax 
4ipon  fait  fhould  be  efiablifhed  throughout  France. 
JBut,  as  it  was  not  known  if  this  tax^  and  the  exten* 
fion  of  the  gabelle  would  be  fufficient,  it  was  ordered 
4hat  the  three  eflates  fhould  remain  in  Paris,  to  fee 
and  examine  the  refult  of  this  tax«  .and  that  on  the 


♦  My  two  MSS.  fay  *  cinquante  cent  mille  livres/  whicUappeaw 
moft  probable  from  the  Severity  of  the  tax* 
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}ft  of  March  following  they  (hould  again  afietnble; 
which  was  done^  except  by  fome  of  the  nobles  and 
citizens  from  the  chief  towns  in  Picardy^  and  many 
other  towns  in  Normandy.  Thofe  who  had  ex- 
amined the  receipt  of  the  taxes  were  alfo  there ;  and 
upon  their  information  that  it  was  not  fafficient^  a 
new  fubfidy  was  refolved  on:  and  it  was  ordered, 
that  all  manner  of  perfons,  of  the  blood  royal  or 
not,  prieft  or  layman,  monk  or  nun,  privileged  or 
unprivileged^  innkeepers,  heads  of  churches,  who 
polTefled  rents,  or  revenues  from  oflSces  or  admi- 
nifirations,  widows  as  well  as  thofe  who  held  ejflates 
in  their  own  right,  children,  married  or  not,  who 
had  any  fortune  in  the  hands  of  f ruflees  or  other- 
wife;  coiners,  and  all  others  who  had  formerly  been 
exempted  from  taxation,  and  who  were  p6flefled  of 
one  huildred  livres  a-year,  or  under,  whether  by  . 
inheritance^  annuity,  wages  or  penfion  for  life, 
Ihould  pay  a  fubfidy  of  four  livres,  to  defray  the 
wpenfe  of  the  war  :  thofe  of  forty  livres  a-year,  and 
under,  to  pay  forty  fols:  ten  livres  a-year,  and  up- 
ward, twenty,  fols:  and  under  ten  livres  a-yeaf, 
children,  whether  in  wardlhip  or  upwards  of  fifteen 
years  old,  labourers  and  workmen  gaining  their 
livelihood  by  work,  fliould  pay  ten  fols  :  if  they 
had  any  fortune  befide  what  they  acquired  by  labour^ 
they  were  to  pay  as  the  others.  Servants  and  all 
who  worked  for  hire,  fo  that  they  gained  a  hundred 
fols,  and  upwards,  a-year,  were  alfo  to  pay  ten 
fols.  The  fol  was  to  bo  taken  as  the  fol  pariiis,  ia 
thofe  parts  where  this  mode  of  reckoning  was  ufual, 
and  as  the  fol  tournois  in  the  other  parts* 

Thofe 
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Thofe  fervants  wlio  did  not  gain  more  than  tlie 
exad  fum  of  one  hundred  fols  a-year^  or  under, 
were  to  pay  nothing ;  but,  if  they  had  any  equina-  ^ 
lent  fortune,  they  were  to  pay  according  to  the  rat# 
of  the  others. 

Node  of  the  mendicant  monks^  nor  thofe  in 
cloifters  without  office  or  adminiftration,  nor  cfail-* 
dren  under  the  age  of  fifteen,  without  any  property, 
were  topsty  to  this  fubfidy. 

Nuns  were  alfo  exempted,  who  had  Hot  any  in-> 
eome  exceeding  ten  livres.  Wives  paid  nothing, 
becaufe  their  hufbands  were  taxed,  and  their  for- 
tunes would  be  reckoned  as  part  of  their  hufbandj. 

With  regard  to  the  clergy,  whether  they  were 
prelates,  abbots,  priors,  canons,  curates,  or  othei^fl 
who  pofiefled  upwards  of  one  hundred  livres  a-year, 
by  benefices,  or  inheritance  from  the  holy  churchy 
or  by  both,  and  extending  to  five  thoufand  livres 
a-year,  they  were  to  pay  four  livres  for  the  firjft 
hundred  livres,  and  forty  fols  for  every  Other  hun- 
dred of  the  five  thoufand.  No  farther  slid  was  tcf 
be  required  from  any  fum  above  five  thoufand 
livres.  The  revenues  of  the  benefices  were  to  be 
efliimated  by  the  tax  of  the  tenth  penny,  and  no  one 
VfM  to  be  allowed  to  claim  any  privileges  from  their 
tenths,  if  they  had  been  once  granted. 

With  regard  to  the  nobility,  and  citizens  of  the 
chief  towns,  who  had  upwards  of  one  hundred  livre» 
il-ycar  :  the  nobles  were  to  be  taxed  as  far  as  five 
thoufand  livres  of  rent,  and  forty  fols  for  every 
hundred  livres,  befides  the  four  livres  for  the  firft 
hundred.     The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  in  the  fame 
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luaiincr^  as  far  as  one  thoufand  livres  9-yeAr.  Ai 
for  tile  furniture  of  thofe  noblemen  -who  did  not 
polIcfM  u  hundred  livres  a-year^  it  was  to  be  valued 
an  lii^Ii  ail  one  thoufand  livres^  and  no  higher  ;  and 
lor  tliofe  who  were  not  noble^  and  had  not  four 
hundred  livres  a-year^  their  furniture  was  to  be  va- 
lued as  far  as  four  thoufand  livres^  that  is  to  fay,  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  livres  for  every  ten  livres 
of  rout :  and  they  were  to  pay  the  tax  in  the  maa- 
uer  ahove  fpecified.  If  it  Ihould  happen  that  any 
nohhnuau  pollolled  but  juft  the  rental  of  one  hun- 
dred livres^  and  his  furniture  of  no  higher  value 
than  one  thoufand  livres ;  or  that  any  one^  not 
nohl(^  had  a  rental  of  four  hundred  livres^  and  fur- 
niture to  the  amount  of  four  thoufand  livres^  then 
their  rentals  and  furniture  fliould  be  entered  to- 
gether^ as  high  to  the  nobleman  as  one  thoufaiid 
livreM^  and  to  others  as  far  as  four  thoufand  livres 
and  no  more. 

On  Saturday,  the  5th  of  March  1356.  there  wti 
a  diilenfion  in  the  town  of  Arras^  between  the  highet 
and   lower  ranks  of   inhabitants :    the  lower  fort 
killed,  that  day,  feveuteeu  of  the  higher  rank  in  tbt 
town.     On  the  Monday  following,  they  murder^ 
four  others,  and  banifhed  many  more ;  fo  that  Hui^ 
remained  mailers  of  the  town  of  Arras. 
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tH£  KING  OF  FRANCE  ARRESTS  tHfi  I^tN&  OV 
NAVARRE,  AND  ORDERS  THE  EARL  OF  BAR-' 
COURT  AND  OTHERS  TO  BE  BEHEADED  AT 
ROUEN. 

'pHE  king  o^  Francc>  on  Tuefday  the  5th  of 
Aprils  which  was  the  Tuefday  after  midlent 
Sunday^  fct  out  early  completely  armed,  from 
Mainville^^  attended  by  about  one  hundred  lances* 
There  were  with  him  his  fon  the  earl  of  AnjoUj 
his  brother  the  duke  of  Orleans,  the  lord  John 
d'Artois,  earl  of  Eu,  the  lord  Charles  his  brother^ 
coufin-germans  to  the  king,  the  earl  of  Tancarrille^ 
fir  Arnold  d'Andreghen^  marlhal  of  France,  and 
many  other  barons  and  knights. 

They,  rode  ftraight  for  the  cafile  of  Uouen^  by  > 

back  way,  without  paffing  through  the  towuj  and 

on  entering  found,  in  the  hall  of  the  caflle,  Charles 

^uke  of  Normandy,  Charles  king  of  Navarre,  John 

carl  of  Harcourt,  the  lords  de  Preaux,  de  Clerc, 

de  Gf aville,  and  fome  others  feated  at  dinner*    The 

Icing  immediately  ordered  them  all>  except  the  dau-* 

P^in>  to  be  arreted,  as  alfo  fir  William  and  fir 

uis  de  Harcourt,  brothers  to  the'  earl>  the  lord 

icquet  de  Friquart,  the  lord  de  Tournebeu,  the 

lord  Manbue  de  Mamefnars,  two  fquires  called 


^  Blainvilley*^-^  market  town  in  Veun  Normandy^  in  the  ekAion 
of  Girors. 
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Oliver  Doublet  and  John  de  Vaubata,  and  many 
others.     He  had  them  (hut  up  in  differtot  rooms  in 
the  caftle ;  and  his  reafon  for  fo  doing  was,  that, 
fiuce  the  reconciliation  made  on  occafion  of  the 
death  of  the  conllable  of  France,  the  king  of  Na- 
varre had  confpired  and  done  many  things  contrary 
to  the  honor  of  the  king,  and  the  good  of  his  realm : 
the  earl  of  Harcourt  had  alfo  ufed  many  injurious^ 
expreffions  in  Ihe  caille  of  Vandreuil^,  When  anf 
a'flembly  was  holden  there  to  grant  a  fubfidy  fo  the 
king  of  France  againft  the  (aid  king,  in  order  t& 
prevent,  a»  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  the  filb(idy 
iVom  beifig  agreed  to.     The  king,  a(ter  this,  fa€ 
down  to  dinner,- and  afterwards,  mounting  his  hor(ey 
i^e,  attended  by  all  his  company,  to  a  field  behind 
the  caille,  called  the  Field  of  Pardon.     The  king' 
then  ordered  the  earl  of   Harcourt,  the'  lord  of 
Graville,  the  lord  Maul^ue  and  Oliver  Doublet  ta 
be  brought  thither  in  two  carts:  their  heads  weref 
cut  oiT,.  and  their  bodies  dragged  to  the  gibbet  at 
Rouen,  where  they  were   hung^  and  their  faeads^ 
placed  upon  the  gibbet. 

In  the  courfe  of  that  day  and  the  morrow,  the 
lung  fet  at  Kberty  all  the  other  prifoaers,  except 
three :  Cbarle^ing of  Navarre,  wha  was  conducted 
to  prifon  in  the  Louvre  at  Paris,  and  afterwards  to 
the  ChSitelet :  fome  of  the  king's  council  were  ap- 
pointed as  a  guard  over  him.  Friquet  add  V aubatu 
were  alfo  confined  in  the  Chatelet. 


*  Vaiidreiiil,«— a  finall  town  of  Normaiidy»  dioceie  of  Evreux, 
•wt  from  Routti. 

Philip 
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l^htlip  of  Navarre,  hoWever>  kept  pofleffion  of 
feverlil  caftles  which  the  king  his  brother  had  id 
Normandy,  and,  when  the  king  of  France  fent  him 
t)rders  to  furrender  them,  refufed  to  obey>  but  in 
tonjun6lion  with  the  lord  Godfrey  de  Harcourt  and 
t>ther  enemies  of  France,  faifed  forces  in  the  coun^ 
try  of  Coutantin>  which  they  defended  againil  tlie 
king's  troops. 

On  Wfednei(aay  after  Eafter  1356,  fir  Arnold 
d'Andreghen  went  t©  Arras,  and  there  very  pru- 
dently, and  without  the  help  of  his  foldiery,  arrefi- 
ed  one  hundred  of  thofe  who  had  put  the  town' in  a 
fiateof  rebellion,  and  who  had  murdered  the  citi^ 
«ens.  On  the  morrow,  he  had  twenty  of  them  be»- 
beaded;  and  the  reft  he  kept  in  prifon  until  the 
icing  (hould  have  ordered  oiherwife.  By  this  raeaify 
the  town  was  tendered  obedient  to  the  king. 

In  the  month  of  June  follomng,  the  duke  of 
Lancafter  landed  in  the  country  of  Coutantin,  and 
Joined  the  lord  Philip  of  Navarre  and  fir  XSodfrcy 
de  Harcotirt.  Thev  were  about  four  thoufand 
"combatants.  They  marched  ftrait  for  Lifieux> 
t)rbec,  and  Pont-au-demer,  where  they  reinforced 
the  caftle,  Mrhich  had  been  befieged  for  upwards  of 
two  months.  The  lord  Robert  de  Hotetot,  captain 
*  tuf  the  erofs  bowmen  in  France,  who>  with  other 
iiobles>  had  laid  fi^e  to  it,  broke  it  up  as  foon  as 
lie  heard  of  the  coming  of  the  duke  of  Lancafier, 
leaving  behind  him  his  machines  and  artillery^ 
which  were  captured  by  thofe  of  the  cafUe.  The 
td«ke  and  lord  l^hilip  made  an  excurfioa  as  far  as 

U  2  Breteuil, 
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Breteuil*^  which  they  ftrengthened,  robbing  arid 
plundering  the  country  through  which  they  pafled. 

When  they  found  that  the  city  and  caflle  of  Ev- 
reux  had  lately  furrendered  to  the  king  of  France, 
who  had  for  a  length  of  time  laid  fiege  to  it,  and 
that  the  town  and  cathedral  had  been  pillaged  and 
burnt  by  the  men  of  Navarre,  who  gave  up  the 
caflle  by  capitulation,  as  well  as  by  fome  of  the 
kiqg's  forces,  who  were  befieging  the  town ;  the 
duke  and  lord  Philip  went  forwards  to  Verneuilf, 
which  town  and  callle  they  took  and  plundered  : 
they  alfo  bi|rnt  part  of  the  town. 

The  k|ng  of  France,  on  hearing  of  the  landing 
of  the  duke  of  Xancaller,  had  ilTu^d  out  his  orders 
for  raifing  troops :  he  aflembled  a  large  body  of 
men  at  arms  and  infantry,  fct  out  in  purfuftof  him, 
and,  paffing  through  CondeJ,  made  ftraight  for  the' 
town  of  Verneuil.  He  paflTed  by  rAigle§,  and 
followed  him  to  Tuboeuf,  two  leagues  dillant  from 
TAigle.  The  king  of  France  was  then  informed 
that  he  could  not  purfup  him  further ;  for  there 
were  immenfe  forefts  in  which  his  party  couldiecrete 
themfelves :  the  king  therefore  returned,  and  came, 
with  his  whole  army,  before  the  caflle  of  Thilliers|| 
which  they  faid  was  in  pofleflion  of  Navarre.  He 
took  it,  and   garrifoned   it  with  his  ow^  people. 


ii^  ■* 


*  A  town  in  Normandy,  eledion  of  Conches, 

t  A  city  in  Normandy,  twelve  leagues  from  Evreux, 

I  A  village  in  Normandy,  in  the  ele6tion  of  •  Alep9on. 

§  A   fiuall  city  in  Normandy,  dioccfe  of  Evreux,  eledion  ef 
Verneuil. 

II  Thilliers'is  a  village  in  Picardy,  near  INIontdidier. 

-  ^  He 
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He  afterwards  came  to  the  caflle  of  Breteuil,  whi'gfa 
was  defended  for  the  king  of  Navarre.  The  king 
•f  France  remained  before  this  caftle  the  fpace  of 
£wo  months,  when  it  was  furrendered  on  capitula^- 
tion,  that  the  garrifdn  might  go  whither  thef 
pleafed,  and  all  they  could  carry  with  them. 


CHAP.  CLV. 

TUS  I^ING  OF  FRANCE  ISSUES  OUT  SUMMONS  FOR 
ASSEMBLING  AN  ARMY  TO  COMBAT  THE  PRINCE 
OF  WALES,  WHO  WAS  OVERRUNNING*  THE  PRO- 
VINCE  OF    BERRY. 

'^^/'HEN  king  John  of  France  had  finiflied  his 
expedition,  and  had  re-conquered  all  the 
towns  and  caftles  in  lower  Normandy  which  be- 
longed to  the  king  of  Navarre,  whom  he  detained 
in  prifon,  he  returned  to  the  city^of  Paris.  He 
had  not  long  been  there  before  he  heard  that  the 
prince  of  Wales  with  his  whole  arniy,  had  invaded 
his  kingdom,  and  was  fall  advancing  towards  the 
fertile  country  of  Berry. 

When  this  was  told  him,  the  king  faid,  with  an 
oath,  that  he  would  immediately  fet  out  after  him, 
and  give  him  battle  wherever  he  fhould  find  him. 
He  iflued  out  a  fpecial  fummons,  to  all  nobles  and 
others  who  held  fiefs  under  him,  that  they  fhould 
not,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  abfent  them- 
felves,  without  incurring  his  highefi;  difpleafure, 
but,  immediately  pn  the  receipt  of  thcfe  letters^  fet 
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out  to  meet  him  on  the  borders  of  Touraine  and 
Bloii ;  for  he  was  determined  to  fight  the  EngUfli^ 
<  The  king,  to  haflen  tbe^buiincfs,  marched  from 
Paris;  for  he  had  at  this  time  a  large  body  of  meil 

Sjdrms  in  the  field  ;  and  went  to  Cbartresj,  to  gain 
ore  certain  intelligence  of  the  enemy.  He  re-« 
mained  there  fome  time^  and  greaJt  crowds  of  troops 
and  men  at  arms  came  to  him  froih  the  different 
countries  of  Auvergne,  Berry,  Burgundy,  Lorraine,, 
Hainault^  Vennandois,  Picardy,  Brittany  aud  Nor-i 
mandy.  They  paffed  through  the  town  on  their 
arrival^  to  ihew  their  muilers,  and  took  up  their 
quarters  in  the  fields,  according  to  the  orders  of 
the  two  marfhals,  the  lord  John  de  Clermont  and 
lord  Arnold  d'Andreghen.  The  king  gave  orders 
for  all  the  towas  in  Anjouj  Poitou,  Maine  and 
Touraine,  to  be  well  garriibned  and  provided  with 
all  things,  efpecially  thofe  on  the  borders,  by  which 
it  was  hoped  the  Englifh  would  pafs,  that  they 
might  be  inclofed^  and  cut  off  from  any  fubfiilence 
for  thcmfelves  and  horfes.  In  fpite  of  this,  how«. 
ever,  the  prince,  who  h^d  with  him.  two  thoufund 
men  at  arms  and  fix  thoufand  archers^  rode  on  at 
his  eafe^i  and  colle6led  every  w^here  provifions  iii 
plenty.  They  found  the  country  of  Auvergne, 
which  they  bad  entered  and  averrun,  very  ricbj, 
and  all  things  in  great  abundanqe ;  but  they  would 
not  flop  there,  as  they  were  defirous  of  con^batin^ 
their  enemies.  They  burnt  and  deft roycd  all  th 
countries  they  paffed  through  ;  and  when  they  er 
tered  any  town  which  was  well  provifioned,  thi 
refted  there  fome  days  to  refrefii  thcmfelves^  a/ 
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attheircleparture  deilroyed  what  reniaiaed^  ftavinj;^ 
^he  beads  of  wine  caiks  that  were  full^  })urning  the 
wheat  and  oats^  fo  that  their  enemies  could  not 
fave  any  thing.  They  kept  advancing^  and^  foiind 
plenty  every  where ;  for  the  countries  of  Berry^ 
Poitou,  Touraine  and  Maine  are  very  rich^  and 
full  of  forage  for  men  at  arms. 

The  Engliifii  advanced  fo  far  that  t|iey  came  to 
the  good  city  of  Bourges*,  where  there  was'  a 
great  Ikirmiih  at  one  of  the  gates.  Two  knights," 
the  lord  de  Coufant  and  the  lord  Hutin  de  Mie*- 
melles^  had  charge  of  the  city.  Many  gallant 
deeds  were  performed ;  but  the  Engliih  left  it 
without  doing  any  damage^  and  went  to  Iflbdunt# 
where  there  was  a  ftrong  caftle.  They  attacked  it 
¥ery  bri&Iy^  with  their  whole  army,  but  they  could 
not  gain  it;  for  the  governor  and  the  knights  who 
were  with  him  too  valiantly  defended  themfehres. 
The  Engliih  therefore  paffed  on,  and  came  to  a 
jtarge  town  and  eaftle :  the  town,  being  weakly  fbr- 
tiied  and  badly  defended,  was  tak^  by  "Rorin. 
Thcfy  found  there  great  plenty  6f  wities^^  and  oliher 
provifions,  and  remained  three  days  to  repdfe 
^hemielves. 

News  was  brought  there  to  the  prince  of  Wales, 
that  the  king  of  France  was  in  the  city  of  Ohartres, 
•with  a  v^ry  large  army,  iand  thai  all  the  paffes  and 
towns  on  that  fide  of  the  Loire  were  fecured;  and 
ih  well  guarded  no  one  could  crofs  the  river.  *  The 
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•  A  krgc  city  in  Berry,  and  |W  archbiihoprick. 

i-  In  Berry,  diocefe  of  Bourges,  and  ei^^htltegties  drftimt.-  ^  ■ 
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jgrnm^bfOk  IwUia  canKii»  itbat  it  was  i^Hvd  lit 
flioiild  &t  out  an  hi*  renim  ta  Bamrieua,  wkcBce 
lie  bad  come,  rfmwigh  Toucmiae  aod  Poiftoa,  and 
d^cov  ail  the  coimtry  aa  he  pafled.  Thej  began 
dior  retreat,  ader  dusv  bad  dane  ^heir  pleafure 
with  the  tawa;  and  cfaia  dar  they  gmed  the  caftfe, 
aid  j8e*^  the  srearer  part  whon  thej  fiNHid  ia  it. 

Tbey  marcheti  coward  RAimocaotm*^.  The  king 
of  Fraoce  lent  into  Bezrj  three  gaUant  baraBa^  the 
bird  ef  Craon,  the  locd  of  Bonciranlt,  and  the 
henoit  of  QuitumHit,  to  defiaid  the  frontiers,  and 
to  obferve  the  motinnH  of  the  Engliffi.  They  had 
wiA  them  Aree  bandied  laoces;  and,  fcirtii^  the 
borders  of  the  pronnce,  they  fallowed  them  for 
iix  days,  withoat  ioding  any  opportnaity  of  intef- 
cepdng  or  of  attacking  the  enemy  ;  fuch  good  and 
cloie  order  did  the  Kngliflr  maintain  ^  their 
maich. 

The  French  tfaerefibre  bad  recourfe  to  an  ambuf- 
cade,  near  to  Romoraotin,  in  a  wonderfully  narrow 
fpot,  which  the  EogUfli  were  obliged  to  pafs.  That 
fame  d^jj  there  left  the  prince  s  army,  from  the 
battalion  of  the  marfhals,  by  permiffioa  of  the 
prince,  the  lord  Bartholomew  Burgherfh,  the  lord 
of  Muyffidaa  a  Gafcoo,  the  lord  Petitoa  Coiirton, 
the  lord  Delawar,  the  k>rd  Baffet,  fir  Walter  Parely, 
fir  Richard  Pontchardon,  fir  Nefle  Loring,  the 
young  lord  Defpeqcer^  fir  ^ufiaoe  and  fir  Sanchez 
d'Ambreticourt,  with  about  two  hundre^l  combat- 

*-  —  ■     ■  ■      v 

*  Romorantin,-— a  confiderabk  town  on  t)ie  Saudie,  in  Blaiibisy 
9^  capUd  of  SologQ^, 
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ants;    in  order  to  ptiih  forward  to  Romorantm. 
They  pafled  through  the  ambufcade  of  the  French 
wiifaout  moleflatioa  ;  but^  the  moment  they  were 
^clear  of  it,  the  French,  who  were  motmted  on  ex- 
cellent and  well-drefled  horfes,  duck  fpurs   into 
them,  to  overtake  them.     The  Englifh,  who  had 
got  far  forward,  hearing  the  found  of  horfcs'  feet, 
turned  round  and  found  it  was  the  enemy.     They 
immediately  halted,  to  wait  for  the  French,  who 
advanced  on  a  gallop,  fully  determined  what  to  do, 
.^ith  their  lances  in  their  refis.     The  Engliih,  lee- 
ing  them  thus  charge  full  fpeed,  opaied  on  each 
&ifi  and  let  them  pafs  through,  fo  that  no  more 
than  five  or  fix  were  unhorfed  :  they  then  dofed 
their  ranks,  and  fell  upon  the  rear  of  the  French. 
This  engagement  was  very  fliarp :  many  knights 
^nd  fg[uires  were  unhorfed,  raifed  up  again  and 
irefcued  on  both  fides.     It  lafi;ed  a  long  time ;  and 
JDO  one  could  tell,  fo  valiantly  was  it  difputed,  to 
^which  fide  vi6lory  would  incline,  when  the  battalion 
^f  the  marflials  appeared  in  fight.    The  French  firft 
noticed  it,  as  it  marched,  fleirting  along  a  wood,  and 
immediately  thought  of  faving  themfelves  as  fafi;  as 
^hey  could,  taking  the  road  to  Romorantin.     The 
jSnglifii  fallowed  on  full  gallop,  overthrowing  all 
<;hey  could,  without  fparing  themfelves  or  their 
Xaorfes.     The  flaughter  was  great,  and  many  were 
Icilled  and  unhorfed.     One  half  of  them,  however, 
got  fafe  into  the  cafile  of  Romorantin,  whofe  gates 
Were  opened  to  receive  them.     There  the  three 
lt>arons  faved  themfelves,  as  well  as  fome  knights 
«.Bd  fquife$  who  were  the  beil  mounted,    Thetowa 

of 
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pf  Romorantin  was  taken  on  tfae  fitft  arrival  of  the 
£ngli(h^  for  it  was  not  fortified.  The  remainder 
of  the  French  en4e^voured  to  f^fcepe  h^  gettiDj; 
into  the  caft]e, 


CHAP.  CLVI, 

,  TH£    PRINCE   OF   WAL^IS     TAI^ES.THfi    C48TLB   O? 

R0>IOJlANTINr 

Ty'HEN  the  prince  of  Wi^les  was  informed  that 
bis  people  hs^d  been  engaged>  he  hafl^ed 
the  march  of  his  army  towards  RomoraniiQ>  tad^ 
when  he  entered  the  town^  found  it  full  of  his 
jnen,  who  wcte  iludying;  how  they  could  take  the 
cafife. 

The  prince  called  fir  John  Chandos^  and  ordered 
•him  to  go  and  hold  a  parley  with  thofe  in  the^ 
eaitle.  Sir  Jolm  went  to  the  barriers^  and  made  i^ 
figa  that  he  wifhed  to  fpeak  with  fome  one  ;  thofe 
upon  guard  inquired  his  name^  by  whom  he  was 
fent,  and  then  went  to  inform  their  makers.  Upon 
which,  the  lord  of  Boucicault  find  the  hermit  of 
Ch^umont  can^e  down  to  the  bg^rs.  When  fiy  John 
faw  them,  h^  falqted  {hem,  and  faid;  '  Gentlemen^ 
I  am  fent  to  you  by  my  lord  th*  prinice,  who  wiflies, 
fw  it  appears  to  me,  to  behave  court^oufly  toward 
his  enemies^  and  thus  fays,  that,  if  you  will  fur* 
rentier  the  pafile  and  yourlfelves,  he  will  (how  you 
fnprcy,  and  give  you  good  company/  The  lord  of 
]^ucicault  replied ;  '  We  have  no  fort  of  inelinv 
tion  to  accept  of  fuch  tcrms^  nor  to  commit  fuch 
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im  aA  of  folly  M^itbout  any  neceffity;  for  .  ve  are 
determined  to  defend  ourfelves/  Upon  this  they 
parted ;  and  the  prince  ordered  his  men  to-  quar*- 
ters^  for  the  next  day  he  meant  to  attack  the  caille ; 
they  were  therefore  commodiouily  lodged  in  t|ie 
town  of  Jlomorantinji  and  clofe  about  it« 

On  the  next  mornings  the  men  at  arms  prepared 
themfelvesj  and  the  archers  advanced  unde?  their 
refpe£iive  X^mmera,  and  mad^  a  Iharp  attack  upon 
the  cg^le.  The  archers^  who  had  pofted  themfelves 
on  the  ditches^  (hot  fo  §u&\j,  that  fcarcely^  any  one 
dared  to  (how  himfelf  on  the  battlements* 

Some  got  upon  hurdle  and  doors^  with  pick^ 

axes  and  mattocks  in  their  hands>  and  (Wam  over 

the  ditchi  when  they  began  to  undermine  the  walls, 

Thofe  within  flung  down  upon  them  large  fiones 

and  pots  of  hot  lime.     On  this  occafion>  there  was 

ilain^  on  the  part  of  the  Englifh^  a  fquire.  called 

Jlemond  de  Gederlach,  who  belonged  to  the  divi- 

fion  of  the  captal  de  Buch.    This  attack  lafied  the 

whole  day^  with  little  intermiffionu »  The  Engiith 

fetreated^  towards  nighty  to  their  quarters,  in  order 

to  take  care  of  the  wounded;  and  on  the  morrow, 

^t  fun-rife^  the  mar(har8  trumpets  founded.     All 

who  were  ordered  for  this  aflault  got  themfelves  ii| 

.  readinefs :  the  prince  of  Wales  himi^lf  attended  iq 

perfoHj  and  by  his  prelbnce  mightily  encouraged 

the  English.     A  fquire,  of  the  name  of  Bernardj» 

was  killed  clofe  at  his  fide,  by  a  ftone  thrown  from 

the  caftle:  upon  whifch  the  prince  fwore,  he  would 

never  move  from  that  place  until  he  had  the  caftle 

'4ni 
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end  all  in  it  in  his  power;  and  immediately  ordered 
reinforcements  to  the  aflault. 

Some  of  tlie  wifeft  thought  that  they  might  ufe 
lances  and  arrows  for  ever  in  vain ;  and  therefore 
they  oifdered  cannons  to  be  brought  forward,  and 
alfo  aqueraux*,  to  &relefeu  gregois^  into  the  lower 
court  of  the  caftle,  fo  that  it  was  all  in  a  blaze. 
The  fire  increafed  fo  much  that  it  gained  a  large 
tower  wjiich  was  covered  with  thatch. 

When  thofe  within  the  c^Me  found  that  they 
muft  either  furrender  themfidves  or  perifli  by  fire^^ 
the  lord  of  Craon,  the  lord  of  BoucicaUlt,  and  the 
hermit  of  Chaumont  came  down  from  the  cafile, 
and  furrendered  therafelves  to  the  prince,  who 
made  them  ride  and  attend  him,  as  his  prifonera  : 
many  other  knights  and  fquires  who  were  in  the 
caiUe  were  fet  at  liberty,  and  the  caflle  was  de- 
fir  oyed.  , 

'         '   ■    ■  I  I  wii  I  I.     ■     ■  I  ■    I   II        I  I  11  I  I  B    II    I  I 

*  Jqueraulx,  In  du  Cange,  this  paiTage  is  referred  to  as  the 
authority  for  the  word :  he  calls  it  machina  belli, 

t  Feu  gregob,  or  feu  grecquois,  was  compoftd  of  fuiphnr, 
naphtha,  pitchy  gum,  and  bitumen.  It  is  only  extinguifhabl^ 
by  vinegar  mixed  with  fapd  or  urme,  or  by  raw  hides.  It  was 
firft  ufed^by  the  Greeks,  about  the  year  660. — For  further  ac* 
counts,  fee  Eocyclop^sdia  Britannicai  word  Fire. 
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CHAP.  CLVIl. 

TH£    KING    OF    FRANCE    LEADS    A    GREAT    ARMY   t6 

THE   BATTLE  OF  POITIERS. 

A  FTER  the  taking  of  the  caftle  of  Romorantin, 

and  the  above-mentioned  knights,   the  prince 

and  his  army  marched  forward  as  before,  burning 

and   deilroj^ing  the  country,   in  his  approach  to 

Anjou  and  Touraine. 

The  king  of  France,  who  had  refided  at  Chartres, 
let  out  from  that  place  and  c^me  to  Blois*,  where 
lie  remained  two  days.  He  then  came  to  Amboifef , 
and  then  to  LochesJ,  where  he  heard  that  the 
£ngliili  were  iu  Touraine,  taking  the  road  for  their 
jreturn  through  Poitou ;  for  the  Englilh  army  was 
cotallantly  obferved  by  fome  able  and  expert  knights 
of  France  and  Burgundy,  who  fent  the  king  parti- 
cular information  of  its  movements. 

The  king  of  France  then  advanced  to  la  Haye$ 
in  Touraine.  His  army  had  croffed  the  Loire,  by 
"the  bridges  of  Orleans,  Mehun,  Sftumur,  Blois^  and 
Tours,  and  wherever  elfe  they  could.  There  wcfe 
liich  numbers  of  good  and  able  men,  that  they 
^^re  at  leall  twenty  thoufand  men  at  arms^  without 

*lll|l'  llll  W  ll»l  ■        M^l— ■^»— i^i»^»i—    II  II       ■  I  »»^^^.1     III  in 

*  A  iVaodfoine  city  and  bifhopric  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
l-oire,  44  leagues  and  a  h^lf  from  Paris. 

f  A'  fmall  city  in  Touraine,  on  the  Loire,  ten  leagues  from 
Blois. 

t  A  town  in  Touraine,  on  tJie  ludre^  diocefe  of  Tours,  09 
.    leagues  froqi  Paris. 

,§  A  town  in  Touraine,  on  the  Creufe,  twelve  leagues  from 
lours. 
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ieck6mn}g  tlie  6thers :  there  were  tWenty-i^Vift  ()ukeS 
Imd  earls^  and  upwards  of  fix  fcbre  banners.  Thd 
lour  young  fons  of  the  king  were  alfo  with  liiin ; 
Charles  duke  of  Normandy>  the  lord  LewiS)  whd 
was  afterwards  duke  of  Anjou^  the  lord  John  finc^ 
duke  of  Berry>  and  the  lord  f^hilip^  tlie  younger> 
who  was  afterwards  dukeof  Burgundy. 

About  this  time,  pop6  Innocent  YI.  had  lent  into 
France  two  cardinals^  fir  Bertrand>  cardinal  of  Pe- 
rigord,  and  fir  Nicholas^  cardinal  d'Aigel^^  to  en^ 
deaSrbur  to  make  a  p^ace  betlireen  the  king  of  France 
^  iuid  his  en^ies>  and  efpecially  between  him  and 
the  king  of  Navarre,  who  w^s  ^ill  detained  in  prifon. 
^he  two  cardinals  had  held  friequent  conference^ 
With  the  king  on  this  fubjefl,  during  the  fiege  ot 
,  Br^uil,  but  were  not  able  to  bring  it  to  a  con^ 
tlufion. 

The  cardinal  of  Perigord  had  rfetiifed  to  the  city 
iof  Tours>  where  he  was  informed  that  the  king  ot 
Ij*rance  was  marching  in  ^11  haile  aifter  (he  Engliih. 
He  therefore  left  Tours,  and  hafiened  to  P6itiers> 
9(%  he.had  learnt  that  the  two  armies  were  ap];>roaeV 
lllg  near  to  each  other  in  that  quarter. 

When  the  king  of  France  heard  that  the  princl^ 
of  Wales  wa«  making  as  much  hafi;e  as  poffible  td 
return,  he  did  not  think  he  could  any  way  efciip6 
him.  He  marched  from  la  Haye,  wi^h  his  wfa<>te 
army,  and  made  for  ChaUvignyf,  where  life  took 


*  In  fome,  it  is  HXFrgel. 
,  t  A  town  in  Poitou,  oa  ^t  Vicimfe,  dioce&  of  Peitierjy  fit 
leagues  from  P<>iti«r9, 

up 


fjp  tis  quarters  oii  Thurfday,  as  well  in  tlie  totWI 
st^  without  the  walls^  in  meads  along  the  banks  of 
the  rivir  Vienne.  On  the  morrow,  after  breakfalt, 
the  king  troffed  the  river  at  the  bridge  of  Chau- 
Yigny,  and  iAiagined  that  the  Englifti  were  juft 
before  him^  but  he  was  miftaken.  However,  in 
the  purfuit,  upwards  of  forty  thoufand  horltj  crofled 
this  bridge  on  the  Fridaty :  many  others  did*  fo  at 
Ch&telleraut^ :  and  all/  as  they  paiTed,  took  this 
road  to  Poitiers. 

On  the  othrir  hand,  the  prince  of  Wales  and  hi« 
tnny  Were  ignorant  of  the  exa6ii;  ttuftions  of  the 
French^  but  they  fuppofed  they  wercl  not  far  dif- 
tant,  for  their  foragers  found  great  difficulties  in 
(procuring  foi^ge,  of  which  the  whole  army  was  in 
extreme  want.  They  repented  of  the  gr^at  wafte 
they  had  made  in  Berry,  Anjou,  and  Tourrfine,  and 
that  they  had  not  more  amply  provifioned  them* 
felves. 

It  happened  on  this  Friday,  from  fb^  king  of 
France  in  perfon  paffing  the  bridge  of  Chauvignyi 
iind  the  great  crowds  whtcli  {Attended  himi  that 
three  great  barons  of  France,  the  lord  of  Auxerre> 
the  lord  Raoul  de  Joigny^  and  the  earl  of  Joigny^ 
Were  obliged  to  remain  all  that  day  in  the  town  *<rf 
Chauvigny,  and  a  part  of  their  people  with  them: 
tlie  others  pafled  over  without  baggage  or  armour 
except  what  they  had  on  their  backs.  On  the  Sa- 
turday morning,  they  diflodged,  crofled  the  bridge. 


*  A  tcMvn  in  Poitou,  on  the  Vienne,  diocefe  of  Poiticrt,  tert 
^^Jues  dfftant.  /  . 
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and  followed  the  army  of  thb  king^  which  was  about 
three  leagues  off*  They  made  for  the  open  fields 
and  the  heaths^  which  were  furrounded  by  woods^ 
in  order  to  arrive  at  Poitiers.  This  fame  Saturday^ 
the  prince  decamped  from  a  village  hard  by^  and 
fent  forward  a  detachment  to  feek  adventures,  and 
to  bring  fome  intelligence  of  the  French.  They 
confifled  of  about  fixty  men>  well  armed  and 
mounted  for  the  occaiion.  Among  ^the  knights 
were  fir  Euflace  d'Ambreticourt  and  fir  John  de 
Guiflelles.  By  accident^  they  got  on  the  heaths 
fucrounded  by  the  woods  above,  mentioned.  The 
Frenchg  fopn  faw  they  were  enemies :  they  fixed 
on  their  helmets^  and  unfurled  their  banners  as 
quickly  as  they  wece  able;  when^  fixing  their 
lances  in  their  refi;s^  they  fluck  fpurs  to  their  horfes. 
The  Englifh  no  fooner  perceived  thefe  French- 
men^ who  were  about  two  hundred  lances^  than 
they  refolved  to  allow  themfelves  to  be  purfued>  as 
ihe  prince  and  his  army  were  not  far  diflant :  they 
therefore  wheeled  about^  and  made  for  the  rutty 
road  through  the  wood.  The  French  chaced  them 
with  fliouts  and  a  great  noife,  and,  as  they  galloped 
on,  fell  in  with  the  army  of  the  prince,  which  had 
baited  among  the  heaths  to  wait  for  their  compa^- 
nions.  The  lord  Raoul  de  Joigny  and  thofe  under 
his  banner  were  advanced  fo  far  that  they  came 
right  upon  the  banner  of  the  prince  :  the  engage* 
ment  was  very  (harp,  and  fir  Raoul  fought  well : 
however,  he  was  made  prifoner,  as  were  the  earl  of 
Joigny,  the  vifcount  de  Breufe,  the  lord  of  Chau* 

yigny: 
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^rigny :  the  greater  part  were  either  flain  or  cap- 
tured; 

Hy  thefe  the  prince  learnt^  that  the  kiog  of  France 
had  marched  forward,  and  that  he  could  notretum* 
Mrithout  fighting  him.  Upon  which>  he  collected 
all  the  firagglers>  and  ordered  that  no  one^  under 
pain  of  deaths  (hould  advance  or  ikirmifli  before 
the  battalion  of  the  m^rihajs;  They  marched  on 
this  Saturday^  from  about  nine  o'clock  until  vef- 
pers^  wh^n  they  came  within  two  fijiall  leagues  of 
Poitiers. 

The  captal  de  Buch*^  fir  Haym^on  4i^  Pomiersi 
fir  Bartholomew  Burgherfh  and  fir  Eullace.d'Am'^i 
hreticourt  were  ordered  to  advance/ and  obferve 
where  the  French  were  encamped. 
'  Thefe  knights^  with  two  hundred  men  well 
armed  and  mounted  on  their  befi;  fieeds^  fet  out> 
and  foon  perceived  the  French  king's  army.  AU 
the  plain  was  covered  with  men  at  arms  ;  and  thefe 
Englifh  could  not  refrain  from  attacking  the  rear 


*  The  Captal  de  Buck.  The  title  of  captal  had  anciently  been 
affected  by  fome  of  the  mofl  illuflrious  lords  of  Aquitaiiie.  .  It 
feems  that  it  was  originally  equivalent  to  the  title  of  count,  and 
marked  even  a  fuperiority,  as  the  word  capUalis  announces,  prui- 
cipal  cliief.  This  dignity,  at  fird  perfonal,  as  well  as  all  the  othen^ 
becaome,  in  length  of  tinie^  attached  to  particular  families,  and  to 
the  e^tes  of  which  they  were  pofTelfed.  In  tlie  time  of  the  firft 
dukes  of  Aquitaine,  there  were  feveral  capitak;  but  this  title, 
perhaps  by  negled,  was  replaced  by  others,  fo'  that,  towards  tlie 
fourteenth  century,  there  were  no 'more  than  two  captals  ac* 
knowledged,  that  of  Buch  and  that  of  Franc— Vkle  GloiT  dii 
Cange,  ad.  verb*  Capitalis. 
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and  followed  the  army  of  tht  king^  which  was  about 
three  leagues  off!  They  made  for  the  open  fields 
and  the  heaths^  which  were  furrounded  by  woods> 
m  order  to  arrive  at  Poitiers.  This  fame  Saturday^ 
the  prince  decamped  from  a  village  hard  by^  and 
fent  forward  a  detachment  to  feek  adventures,  and 
to  bring  fome  intelligence  of  the  French.  They 
confifled  of  about  fixty  men^  well  armed  and 
mounted  for  the  oceafion.  Among  the  knights 
were  fir  Eufiace  d'Ambreticourt  and  fir  John  de 
Guiilellcs.  By  accident^  they  got  on  the  heaths 
fucrounded  by  the  woods  above  mentioned.  The 
Frenchg  foon  faw  they  were  enemies :  they  fixed 
on  their  helmets^  and  unfurled  their  banners  as 
quickly  as  they  wene  able;  when^  fixing  their 
lances  in  their  refis^  they  iluck  fpurs  to  their  horfes. 
The  Engliih  no  fooner  perceived  thefe  FrenchV 
men^  who  were  about  two  hundred  lances^  than 
they  refolved  to  allow  themfelves  to  be  purfued^  as 
the  prince  and  his  army  were  not  far  difiant :  they 
therefore  wheeled  about^  and  made  for  the  rutty 
road  through  the  wood.  The  French  chaced  them 
with  fliouts  and  a  great  noife^  and^  as  they  galloped 
on^  fell  in  with  the  army  of  the  prince,  which  had 
baited  among  the  heaths  to  wait  for  their  compa- 
nions. The  lord  Raoul  de  Joigny  and  thofe  under 
his  bamier  were  advanced  fo  far  that  they  came 
right  upon  the  banner  of  the  prince  :  the  engage* 
ment  was  very  iharp,  and  fir  Raoul  fought  well : 
.  however,  he  was  made  prifoner,  as  were  the  earl  of 
Joigny,  the  vifcount  de  Breufe,  the  lord  of  Chau* 

yigny: 
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rign^ : '  thfe  greater  part  were  either  flain  or  cap-> 
tureds 

Bjr  thefe  the  prince  learnt^  that  the  king  of  France 
lad  marched  forward,  and  that  he  could  not  return, 
without  fighting  him.  Upon  which>  he  collected 
dl  the  firagglers>  and  ordered  that  no  one^  under 
MUQ  of  deaths  (hould  advance  or  ikirmifli  before 
he  battalion  of  the  m^rihajs;  ^  I'hey  marched  on 
his  Saturday^  from  about  nine  o'clock  until  vef- 
lers^  wh^n  they  came  within  two  fiAall  leagues  of 
^oitiers. 

The  captal  de  Buch*,  fir  Haym^on  ^  Popaiersi 
X  Bartholomew  Burgherfii  and  fir  Eullace.d'Am'^; 
reticourt  were  ordered  to  advance/ and  obferve 
rhere  the  French  were  encamped. 

Thefe    knights^    with  two  hundred   men    well 
rmed  and  mounted  on  their  befi;  fieeds^  fet  out^ 
ad  foon  perceived  the  French  king's  army.     AU 
le  plain  was  covered  with  men  at  arms  ;  and  thefe  . 
iDglifli  could  not  refrain  from  attacking  the  rear 


*  The  Captal  de  Buck:  The  title  of  captal  had  anciently  been 
Fected  by  fome  of  the  mofl  illuflrious  lords  of  Aquitaine.  .  It 
ems  that  it  was  originally  equivalent  to  the  title  of  count,  and' 
arked  even  a  fuperiority,  as  the  word  capUalis  announces,  prui- 
pal  chief.  This  dignity,  at  fird  perfonal,  as  well  as  all  the  othere^ 
^caone^  in  length  of  tinie^  attached  to  particular  families,  and  to 
«  e^tes  o£  which  they  were  pofTelfed.  In  tlie  time  of  the  firft 
i.ke8  of  Aquitaine,  there  were  feveral  capitak;  but  this  title, 
^xhaps  by  negled,  was  replaced  by  others,  fo'  that,  towards  the 
^irteenth  century,  there  were  no 'more  than  two  captals  ac** 
lowledged,  that  of  Buch  and  that  of  Franc— Vide  GloiT.  dti 
ange,  ad.  verb*  Capitalis. 

Vol,.  11.  X  of 


^H         tbe  ea 


305 
of  the  French:  they  unborfed  many,  and  took  tome 
prifoners,  inforauch  that  the  main  army  begaa  to 
be  ill  motion.  News  was  brought  of  this  to  the 
king  of  France,  as  he  was  on  the  point  of  entering 
the  city  of  Poitiers :  upon  which  he  turned  bad 
and  ordered  his  whole  army  to  do  the  fame, 
make  for  the  open  fields,  lb  that  it  was  very 
before  they  were  quartered-. 

The  Eiiglifli  detachment  returned  to  the  ptiace, 
and  related  to  him  the  appearance  of  the  French  : 
that  they  were  in  inimenfe  numbers.  The  prince, 
on  hearing  this,  faid,  '  God  help  us  ;  we  muft  now 
contider  which  will  be  the  heii  manner  to  fight 
them  the  moft  advantageoufly.' 

This  night,  the  Englifli  were  quartered  in  a 
ftrong  pofition,  among  vineyards  and  hedges, 
both  armies  were  well  guarded. 

CHAP.  CLVIU. 

THE     nlSFOSfTIOIt     OP     THE     FRENCH    BEFORE   ' 
BATTLE   OF   POITIERS. 

ON  the   Sunday  morning,    the   king  of  France, 
who  wa&very  impatient  to  combat  the  Englilli, 
ordered  a  folemn  mafs  to  be  fung  in  bis  paviHon; 
and  he  and  his  four  fons  received  the  communion. 

Mafs  being  over,  there  came  to  him  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  the  ear!  of  Pon- 
thieu,  the  lord  James  de  Bourbon^  the  duke  of 
Athens  confiable  of  France,  the  earl  of  Taucarville, 
the  ear]  of  Saltzburg,  the  earl  of  Dainmartin,  the 

rati 


SOf 

^arl  of  Va;i]tadour>  and  inany  baroiis  bf  f'l^nce^  M 
^ell  as  other  great  lords  who  held  &dk  in  th^ 
neighbourhood^  fuch  as  n^y  lord  of  Olermont>  iir 
Arnold  d'Andreghen  maffhal  of  FraQce>  the  lord 
de  St.  Yenant^  the  lord  John  de  Landas^  the  lord 
£ui()jLce  de  Ribeaumont^  the  lord  de  Fieaiie8>  iht 
lord  Geoffry  de  Ghargay>  the  lord  ot  ChkUlon^ 
the  lord  of  Sully,  the  lord  of  Nolle,  fir  Robert  de 
Iduras,  and  many  more>  according  to  a  iCummons 
they  had  received  ^or  a  council.  They  were  a  con* 
fiderable  time  debating^  s^t  litft  it  Wajs  ordered^  that 
the  whole  army  fllould  advance  into  ti^  plain>  and 
that  each  lord  ihould  diiplay  his  banner,  ai^  pufll 
fbivward  in  t^6  naai6  of  Grod  and  St.  Denis.  Upon 
this^  the  trumpets  of  the  army  founded,  and  every 
lane'  got  himfeljf  r-eady^  mounti^  his  horte,  and 
made  for  that  part  of  the  plain  where  the  king't 
hantier  was  planted  and  fluttering  in  the  windi 
^here  might  be  feen  all  the  nobility  of  i^rance> 
richly  dreffed  out  in  brilliaot  armour>  with  banneri 
and  pennoni^*  gallantly  difplayedj  for  all  the  flowed 


•Hi       t        •    I     It 


*  The  pennon  was  tbt  proper  enj&gn  of  a  bachdior  or  fimj^e 
kiiif  ht.  Du  Freftie  ibews^  tbat  even  fquires  might  bear  pennons^ 
provided  they  could  bring  a  iufScient  fuite  of  vaffals  in  the 
Seld.— Note  in  GroTe's  MiKtSry  Antiquitiesv  S6C  alfo  p.  20(?^ 
Vol.  L  for  aa  account  of  the  baimi^  wdA'  baimei«t«.  atid 
p.  25^,  vof.it. 

la  compntiag  tb6  humb^ei^  of  ata  atti^,  ev^ty  man  at  arms  jfhoidd 
be  counted  as  three;  for  each  had  bis  fquire  to  bear  his  Jance,  &c^ 
iaud  alfo  his  bi6dy  fquuie.  .    . 

Villaret,  in  his  hiflory  of  France,  £t)rsth!fitthrct  thovaaad'iAfeii 
aft  fmas  auMunted  to  nearly twdvetiMi&iid  vMk 

Vol  ¥.  4fli  ett^p;  lirtib;^ 
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of  the  French  nobility  were  there :  no  knight  nor 
fquire,  for  fear  of  diflionour,  dared  to  remain  at 
home. 

By  the  advice  of  the  conftable  and  the  marflials; 
the  army  was  divided  into  three  battalions,  each 
confiiiing  of  fixteeu  thoufand  men  at  arms,  who  had 
before  Ihewn  themfelves  men  of  tried  courage. 

The  duke  of  Orleans  commanded  the  firft  bat- 
talion, where  there  were  thirty-fix  banners  and 
twice  as  many  pennons.  The  fecond  was  under 
the  command  of  the  duke  of  Normandy,  and  hjs 
two  brothefs^  the  lord  Lewis  and  lord  John.  The 
king  of  France  commanded  the  third. 

Whilft  thefe  three  battalions  were  forming*,  the 
king  called  to  him  the  lord  Euftace  de  Ribeaumont, 
the  lord  John  de  Landas,  and  the  lord  Guifcard  de 
Beaujeu,  and  faid  to  them;  ^  Ride  forward,  as  near 
the  Engliih  army  as  you  can,  and  obferve  their 
countenance^  taking  notice  of  their  numbers,  and 
examine  which  will  be  the  moil  advantageous 
manner  for  us  to  combat  them,  whether  on  horfe- 
back  or  on  foot.'  The  three  knights  left  the  king 
to  obey  his  commands.  The  king  was  mounted 
upon  a  white  palfrey,  and,  riding  to  the  -head  of  his 
array,  faid  aloud  ;  '  You,  men  of  Paris, .  Chartres, 
Rouen  and  Orleans,  have  been  ufed  tQ  threaten 
what  you  would  do  to  the  Englifli,  if  you  could 
find  them^  and  wifhed  much  to  meet  themVin  arms : 
no\v,  that  wifli  (hall  be  gratified  :  I  will  lead  you  to 
them ;  and  let  us  fee  how  you  will  revenge  your- 
felves  for  all  the  mifchief  and  damage  they  have 
done  you';  -be  aflured  we  will  not  part  without 
*  fighting/ 
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fighting/     Thofe  who  heard  him  replied;  'Sir,, 
through  God's  affiftance,  we  will  moft  cheerfully 

meet  them/ 

At  this  inftant  the  three  knights  returned,  and 
pulhing  through  the  crowd,  c^me  to  the  king,  who 
alked  what  news  they  had  brought :  fir  Eufi;ace  de 
Ribeaumont,  whom  his  companions  had  req^ueiled 
-to  be  their  fpokefman,  anfwercd ;   '  Sir,  we  havp 
obfervcd  accurately  the  Englifli :  they  may  amount/, 
according  to  our  efliraate,  to  about  two  thoufand 
men  at  arms,  four  thoufand  archers,  and  fifteeii* 
^undced   footmen.      They    are  in    a  very  firo^g 
3)ofition ;  but  we  do  not  imagine  they  can  make 
Tnore  than  one  battalion:  neverthelefs,  they  have 
3)ofied  themfelves  with  great  j  udgment,  have  fortified 
all  the  road  along  the  hedge-fide,  and  lined  the  hedges -^ 
mrith  part  of  their  archers ;  for,  as  that  is  the  only 
:Toad  for  an  attack,  one  mufi  pafs  through  the  midfi;; 
^f  them.     This  lane  has  no  other  entry;  and.  it  is 
do  narrow,  that  fcarccly  can  four  men  ride  through: 
3!t  abreafi;.     At  the  end  of  this  lane,  amidfi;  vines 
•aind  thorns,  where  it  is  impofiible  to  ride  or  march 
^n  any  regular  order,  are  polled  the  men  at  arms  Qp 
:dbot;  and  they  have  drawn  up  before  them  their 
^wrchers,  in  the  manner  of  a  harrow,  fo  that  it  will 
T)e  no  eafy  matter  to  defeat  them/ 

The  king  afked,  in  what  manner  they  would  ad- 
'^ife  hini  to  attack  them :  '  Sir,"  replied  fir  Euftace, 
*  on  foot :  e](cept  three  hundred  of  the  moft  expert 
^uad  boldeft  of  your  army,  w  ho  muft  be  well  armed 
*nd  excellently  mounted,  in  order  to  break,  if 
jppffible,  this  body  of  archers;  and  then  your  bat- 
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talions  muft  advance  quickly  on  foot,  attack  men  at 
arms  hand  to  hand,  and  combat  them  valiantly, 
This  is  the  bcft  advice  that  I  can  give  you;  and^ 
if  any  one  know  s^  better,  let  him  fay  it/ 

The  king  replied;  ^  Thus  ihall  it  be  then ;  and, 

• 

^^  company  with  his  two  marflials,  he  rode  from 
battalion  to  battalion^  and  felefted,  in  conformity 
td  their  opinions,  three  hundred  knights  and  fquires. 
of  the  gre^tefi  repute  in  his  army,  each  well  armed 
and  moubted  on  the  beft  of  horfes.  Soon  after, 
the  bafttalion  of  the  Germans  was  formed,  who  were 
to  remain  on  horiVback  to  affiii  the  marfiials :  they 
were  commanded  by  the  carls  of  Saltzburg,  Neydo., 
and  Naflau- 

'  King^  Jfohn  was  armed  in  royal  armour,  and  nine- 
teen oth^s  like  him*.  He  had  given  his  eldeft  foil 
ill  charge  to  the  lord  of  St.  Venant,  the  lord  of* 
pandas,  and  the  lord  Theobald  de  Bodenay.  The 
lord  Geoftry  de  Chargny  carried  the  banner  of^ 
France,  as  being  the  moft  valiant  and  prudent, 
knight  of  the  army.     The  lord  Reginald  de  Que- 


•^  This  cuilom  of  arming  feveral  ia  like  manner  to  the  com- 
mander of  an  arm}%  ieems  to  have  been  ufua),  and  was  carried 
down  to  our  Richard  III/s  tinie.  Shakef])eare  makes  Richarc^ 
fay,  in  the  fourth  fcen^  of  the  laft  aQ ;  : 

<  I  think>  there  \^^  iix  KichmondiS  in  the  field : 
Five  have  I  flain  to-day jr  in  Head,  of  him/ 
Alio  in  the  fiiil  part,  henry  IV.  Douglas  fays  *, 
•  Another  kuig !  they  grow  like  hydras'  lieads ; 
I  am  the  Douglas,  fatal  to  all  thofe 

That  wear  thcfe  colours  on  them. -What  art  thou. 

That  <?ouQterfeit'ft  theperfou  of  a  king]- 

poll^w 


jHollc*,  furoamed  the  Archpriefi;^  wore  the  full  ar- 
mour of  the  young  earl  of  Alengon. 


Tf 


*  His  name  was  Aniaut  de  Cervole. 

*  The  family  oif  Cetvdte,  tervolle,  or  Servok,  held  a  diftin- 
g«Hhed  Fink  amdng  the  nohaily  of  P^rigcml.  Amaut  was  of  this 
femily.  Some  authors  make  him  a  Gafoon.  becaufe  f<»meri7.all 
Ibofderers  on  the  Garonne  were  fo  called. 

*  The  title  of  arcfiiprcshyter  de  Femiis,  which  Dom^  Vaiffettr 
tranflates,  *  archprieA  of  Vezzins/  was  given  to  him»  for  tholigii 
a  kn^ht  and  a  married  iiisH(i,  he  pofTefTed  an  archprieD&ip  of 
Att  name.  It  is  knowi),  that  Hugh  -dnke  of  France  and 
lIlltgmHly,  eaii  of  Patis  and  Orleans,  who  died  ht  956,  was 
jbrnatoed  the  Abbot ;  becau^,  though  a  iaymaiia  be  poipsifed  tha 
abbqs  of  St,  Deois,  St,  Geniiaia>des-pres»  and  St«  Martin  de 
f'ours, 

*  Vizzins  was  probably  an  archpriedifaip  whofe  revenues  G^rvolK 
lecriined.  One  cadliot  detemiine  where  it  Was  iihitited,  for  vilhges 

ildd  batiilets  of  this  nan^  are  in  Anjoii|Tooraine,Boa»$^>  ^^^ 
Wtlany/ 

For  further  particidars,  I  fhall  refer  to  M*  de  Zinrlauben's 
memeir  itfelf^  in  the  xxyth  volum^  of  the  Memoires  de  TAcar 
demle* 

*  in  tfcis  ftnte  year  [\36€],  about  trfaiity-day^  fit  Arnold  dft 
Cervole,  fiiman^ed  the  Arebpneil,  w^o  coilitoisinded  a  large  body 
of  men  at  arms  in  the  kin^om  of  France,  was  put  to  deatfa^  by 
his  own  pii&a,  which  rejoiced  many/<^See  more  ii^  the  iiid.  voI», 
(f {liAds  Cbroiuc[u^  de  france,  T,  3a 
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CHAP.    CLIX. 

9 

THE     CARDINAL     DE     PERIGOHD     ENDEAVOURS     TO 

»       JjlAC^E    PEACE    BETWEEN    THE     liING    OF    FHAMCE 

.AND    THE   PRINCE    OF   WALES^    PR£;YI0US    TO    THE 

flTATTLE   OF   POITIERS.  - 

I  ■ 

^^^HEN  the  battalioijs  of  the  king  of  France 
were  drawn  up,  and  each  lord  pofied  under 
bis  proper  banner^  and  informed  how  they  were  to 
a6);,  it  was  ofdered,  that  all  thofe  who  were  armed 
with  lances  fliould  fhorten  them  to  the  leiigth  of 
five  feet,  that  they  might  be  the  more  manageable^ 
9ad  that  every  one  fhould  take  off  his  fpurs.  . 
.  As  the  French  were  on  the  point  of  marching  to 
their  enemies,  the  cardinal  de  Perigord^  who  had 
left  Poitiers  that  morning  early,  came  full  galllop  up 
to  the  king,  making  a  low  reverence,  and  intreated 
him,  with  uplifted  hands,  for  the  love  of  God,  to 
halt  a  moment,  that  he  might  fpeak  to  him:  he 
thus  began ;  '  Moil  dear  fire,  you  h*ve  here  with 
you  all  the  flower  of  knighthood  of  your  kingdom 
againfta  handful  of  people,  fuch  as  the  Ebglifli  arei 
when  compared  to  your  army ;  you  may  have  them 
upon  other  terms  than  by  a  battle ;  aild  it  will  be 
more  honorable  and  profitable  to  you  to  gain  them 
by  this  means  than  to  rifk  fuch  a  fine  army,  and 
fuch  noble  perfons  as  you  have  now  with  you.  I 
therefore  befeech  you,  in  all  humility,  and  by  the 
love  of  God,  that  you  will  permit  me  to  go  to  the 
prince,  and  remonfirate  with  him  on  the  dangerous 
'*'  "  fituation 
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fitnaiKon,  be  iit  in.'   The  king  anfwered;  ' It  is  yery* 
agreeable  to  us ;  biit  make  bafte  back  again/ 

'  The  cardinal^  upon  this^  fet  off,  and  went  in  all 
l^eed  to  the  prince^  whom  he  found  on  foot  in  the 
midfi  of  his  army>  in  the  thickeft  part  of  a  vine- 
yard. When  the  cardinal  came  there,  he  dif- 
mounted,  and  advanced  to  the  prince,  who  moft 
affably  received  him,  and,  after  he  had  made  his 
reverence,  faid;  '  Fair  fon,  if  you  have  well  con- 
fidered  the  great  army  of  the  king  of  France,  you 
will  permit  me  to  make  up  matters  between  you 
both,  if  I  poffibly  caii.  *  The  prince,  who  was  but 
in  his  youth,  replied ;  *  Sir,  my  own  honor,  and 
that  of  my  army  (kved,  I  am  ready  to  liften  to  any 
reafonable  terms/  The  cardinal  anfwered  ;  ^  Fair 
fon^  you  fay  well :  and  I  will  bring  about  a  treaty, 
if  I  can;  for  it  would  be  a  great  pity,  that  fo  many 
worthy  perfons,  who  are  here,  fliould  meet  in  bat- 
tle/ The  cardinal  returned  to  the  king  of  France, 
and.  faid ;  ^  Sir,  you  have  no  occafion  to  be  fo  im- 
patient to  fight  with  them,  for  they  cannot  efcape 
from  you  :  I  therefore  intreat  you  would  grant 
them  a  truce  from  this  time,  until  to-morrow's  fun 
fife/  The  king  at  firft  would  not  agree  to  it,  for  a 
part  of  his  council  refufed  their  confent:  however," 
the  cai'dinal  fpoke  fo  eloquently  that  the  king  at  \q& 
affented.  He  ordered  a  very  handfome  and  rich 
pavilion  of  red  filk  to  be  pitched  on  the  fpot  where 
he  flood,  and  difmifled  his  army  to  their  quarters, 
except  the  battalion  of  the  conftable  and  marihals. 
AU  this  Sunday,  the  cardinal  rode  from  one 
iwniy  to  the  other,  and  was  very  anxious  to  recon* 
4  cile 


314^ 

die  the  two  parties.  But  the  king  would  net  lifieil^ 
to  any  other  terms  than  that  four  principal  perfons 
of  the  Engliih  fliould  be  given  up  to  his  will^  and 
that  the  prince  and  hi^  army  fhould  unconditionally 
furrendeip  themfeWes.  Many  propofals  were  made ; 
the  prince  offered  to  furrender  to  the  king  of  France 
all  the  towns  and  cafiles  which  he  had  conquered  in 
this  expedition ;  to  giveup^  without  ranfom^  all  his^ 
prifoners^  and  to  fwear  he  would  not  for  feyenyear$ 
take  up  arms  againft  the  king  of  France.  The 
king  and  his  council  refufed  to  accept  of  this^  and 
the  affair  remained  fome  time  in  fui^enfe;  ^at  lafi^ 
they  declared  that,  if  the  prince  of  Wales  and  one 
hundred  of  his  knights  did  not  furrender  themfelyea 
prifoners  to  the  king  of  France^  he  would  not  allow 
them  to  pafs  on  without  an  engagement.  The 
prince  and  his  army  difdained  accepting  x>f  fach 
conditions. 

Whilft  the  cardinal  was  riding  from  one  army  ta 
the  other,  endeavouring  to  make  peace^  ibme  knights 
of  either  party  rode  forth,  ikirting  their  enemy's 
lirray,  to  examine  its  difpofition.  It  chanced^  on 
that  day,  that  fir  John  Chandos  had  rode  out  near 
one  of  the  wings  of  the  French  army,  and  lord  John 
de  Clermontj  one  of  the  king's  marflials,  had  done 
the  fame,  to  view  the  EnglilBi.  As  each  knight 
was  returning  to  his  quarters,  they  met ;  they  botl\ 
bad  th^  fame  device  upon  the  furcoats  which  they 
wore  over  their  other  clothes;  it  was  a  Virgin  Mary 
embroidered  on  a  field  azure,  or,  encompaflTed  with 
the  rays  of  the  fun  argent.  On  feeing  this,  lord 
Clermont  faid ;  '  Chandos^  bow  long  is  it  fince  yoB 
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Jlave  taken  upen  you  to  wear  my  arms  ?*  '  It  is  yott 
Who  have  mine/  replied  Chandos ;  ^  for  it  is  ag 
much  qoine  as  yours/  '  I  deny  th^t/  faid  the  lor4 
of  Clermont ;,  ^  and  were  it  not  foy  the  trMce  be^ 
twfen  us,  I  would  foop  ftew  you  that  you  harve  no 
yight  to  wear  it.'  '  Ha/  anfwered  fir  Johji  Chandos^ 
^  you  will  find  me  to-raotrow  in  the  field,  ready 
l^repared  to  defend,  and  to  prove  hy  force  of  arms^ 
that  it  n  as  much  mine  as  yours/ 

The  lord  of  Clermout  replied ;  ^  Thefe  are  the 
fniaftings  of  you  Englifh,  who  can  invent  nothing 
iiew,  but  take  for  your  own  whatever  you  fee  hand^ 
Ibme  belonging  to  others.'  With  that  they  parted j, 
without  more  words,  and  each  returned  to  his  own 
>rmy. 

The  cardinal  de  Perigord,  not  being  f^blc  by  quj 
means  to  reconcile  the  king  and  prince^  rcffttmed  ti» 
Poitier«  late  in  the  evening. 

That  feme  day  the  French  kept  in  their  quarters, 
where  they  lived  at  their  eafe,  having  plenty  of 
provifions ;  whilft  the  Engliih,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  but  bi^dly  off,  nor  did  they  know  whither  to 
go  for  forage,  as  they  were  fo  ftraitly  kept  by  the 
jfrench,  they  could  not  move  withput  danger.  This 
Sunday  they  made  many  mounds  and  ditches  round 
where  the  archers  were  polled,  the  better  to  fecurp 
tb^m. 

On  Moaday  morning,  the  prince  and  his  army 
Were  foon  in  reiadinpfs,  and  as  well  arrayed  as  oi\ 
the  former  day.  The  French  were  alfo  drawn  out 
ty  fun-rife.  The  cardinal,  .returning  again  that 
learning,  imagined  that,   by  his  exhortations,  he 
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eould  pacify  both  parties:  but  the  French  tpld  him: 
to  return  where  he  pleafed,  and  igx>t  attempt  bring"- 
ing  them  any  more  treaties  or  pacifications^  elfe 
worfe  might  betrde  him. 

When  the  cardinal  faw  that  he  laboured  in  yain^ 
he  took  leave  of  the  king  of  France^  and  fet  out  to* 
ward  the  prince  of  Wales,  to  whom  he  faid ;  '  Fair 
fon,  exert  yourfelf  as  much  as  poffible,  for. there 
mull  be  a  battle ;  I  cannot  by  any  means  paeify^ 
the  king  of  France/  The  prince  replied,  .'  that 
fuch  were  the  intentions  of  him  and  his  army :  -slu^ 
God  defend  the  right.'  The  cardinal  then  toot 
leave  of  him,  and  returncfd  to  Poitiers. 

In  his  company,  there  were  fome  knights  and 
men  at  arms  more  inclined  to  the  French  than  to 
the  Englifh,  who,  when  they  faw  that  a  battle  wa» 
unavoidable,  ftole  away  from  their  mailer,  and, 
joining  the  French  forces,  chofe  for  their  leader 
the  cafiellan  of  Ampofia^,  who  at  that  time  was 
attached  to  the  cardinal. 

The  cardinal  knew  nothing  of  this,' until  he  was 
arrived  at  Poitiers. 

The  arrangement  of  the  prince's  arn^y,  in  refpeft 
to  the  battalions,  was  exa6ily  the  fame  as  what  the 
three  knights  before  named  had  related  to  the  king 
of  France,  except  that  at  this  time  he  had  ordered 
fome  valiant  and  intelligent  knights  to  remain  on 
horfeback,  limilar  to  the  battalion  of  the  French 
marshals,  and  had  alfo  commanded  three  hundred 
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men  at  arms^  i^tid  as  many  archers  on  horfeback,  X'^ 
poll  themfelves  on  the  right  on  a  fmall  hill^  that 
was  not  too  fteep  nor  too  high^  and/ by  paffing 
over  its  fummit,  ta  get  round  the  wing  of  the  duke 
of  Normandy's  battalion^  who  was  in  perfon  at  the 
foot  of  it.  Thefe  were  all  the  alterations  the  prince 
had  made  in  his  order  of  battle  :  he  himielf  was 
with  the  main  bod}^  in  the  midft  of  the  vineyards : 
the  whole  completely  armed,  with  their  horfes  near; 
if  there  fhould  be  occafion  for  them. 
*  They  had  fortified  and  inclofed  the  weaker  part's^ 
with  their  waggons  and  ba^age.' 

I  wifli  to  name  fome  of  the  jnoft  renowned  knights, 
who  were  with  the  prince  Df  Wales.  There  were 
Thomas  Beauchamp  earl  of  Warwick,  John  Verc 
^arl  of  Oxford,  William  Mountacute  carl  of  Sajif- 
bury,  Robert  Hufford  earl  of  Suffolk,  Ralph  lord 
Stafford,  the  earl  of  Stafford,  the  lord  Richard 
Stafford,  brother  to  the  earl,  fir  John  Chandos,  the 
lord  Reginald  Cobham,  the  lord  Edward  Spencer, 
the  lord  James  Audley  and  his  brother  the  lord 
Peter,  the  lord  Thomas  Berkley  ( fon  of  the  lord 
Maurice  Berkley  who  died  at  Calais  nine  yeara 
before),  Ralph  lord  Baffet  of  Drayton,  John  lord 
Warren  (eldeft  fon  to  John  Plantagenet  late  earl 
of  Warren,  Strathern,  and  Surry,  by  his  firfl;  lady 
Maude  de  Hereford),  Peter  lord  Mauley,  the  fixth 
of  the  name,  the  lord  John  Willoughby  de  Erefby, 
the  lord  Bartholomew  de  Burgherfli,  the  lord 
William  Felton  and  the  lord  Thomas  Felton  his 
brother^  the  lord  Thomas  Bradefl;an;  fir  Walter 
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Kvely^  h  Steptieo  Coffingtoa^  fir  Mattliew  Go^^ 
1iay>  fir  William  de  la  M ore^  and  other  Eoglifli.     « 

From  Gafcony^  tl^ere  were  tbe  lord  of  Pumiersj 
the  lord  d'Albret^  the  ca^tal  de  Buch>  the  lord 
John  de  Chaumont^  the  lord  de  TEfparre^  the  lord 
of  Rofen^  the  lord  of  Coufen>  the  lor(^  de  Menl-^ 
&rraDd>  the  lord  de  Landulas^  the  lord  Souldifclfe 
de  la  TraQe*>  and  many  more  Whom  I  cannot  m^ 
member. 

Of  Hainaiilters^  there  were  fir  Eui^ce  d'Amhre^ 
ticourt^  the  lord  John  de  Guyfielle^  and  tWo  otbei^ 
!lrangers>  the  lord  Daniel  Pbiafelle  and  lord  Deiii»- 
de  Morbeque* 

The  whole  army  of  the  prince^  including  ev^ry^ 
one^  did  not  amount  to  more  than  eight  thoufaxid  1 
when  the  French^  counting  all  forts  of  peribas^  wtec^. 
Upwardft  of  fixty  thoufand  combatants;    anaon^ 
whom  were  more  than  three  thoufand  knig}^. 

^  He  is  called  sir  Sandich  de  la  Trane  in  the  account  of  Ita 
koi^ts  of  the  garten  See  Anilis'  Order  of  the  Oarter»  wiiem 
there  is  a  Ihort  hiflory  of  him.  He  fuppoifes  the  word  Souldiod 
(but  fays  he  can  nowhere  find  the  meaning  of  it)  to  be  that  of 
fome  office^  like  to  captal,  which,  in  the  cuiloms  of  Bourdeaut> 
artidj^  75,  ia  ranked  with  the  vifcounts  and  barons* 
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dUAV.  CLX. 

tltl!   BATttE   OF    POITIER^j    BETWEEN    THE  ^RltCCB 
OF    WALES    AND   THE  KING    OF    FRANCE. 

y^UEN  the  pfince  of  Wales  fiiw>  from  the  de^ 
parture.  of  the  cardinal  without  being  able  to 
obtain  any  honourable  terms^  that  a  battle  was  in** 
evitabJe,  and  that  the  king  of  France  held  both  him 
tad  his  army  in  great  contempt,  he  thus  addrefied 
kimfelf  to  them :  '  Now>  my  gallant  fellows^  what 
tilQUgh  We  be  a  fmalL  body^when  compared  td  the 
army  of  our  enemies;  do  not  let  us  be  eaft  down 
4m  that  account^  for  yi£lory  does  not  always  follow 
numbers,  but  where  the  Almighty  Qoi^  pleafes  ia 
befidv  it.  If^  through  good  fortuncj  the  day  (hall 
he  ours^  we  will  gain  the  greateft  honor  and  glorif 
in  this  world :  if  the  contrary  iliould  happen^  and 
We  be  ilain^  I  have  a  father  and  beloved  brethren 
alive^  and  you  all  have  fbme  relations,  or  good 
friends,  wlw  will  be  fure  to  revenge  our  deaths^ 
I  therefore  intreat  of  you  to  exert  yourfelves,  and 
Cdmbat  manfully ;  for,  if  it  plealfe  God  and  Str 
George,  you  ihali  fee  me  this  day  a6i  like  a  tru0 
iwigfat/ 

By  fuch  words  and  arguments  as  thefe^  the  prince 
l)arangued  his  men  ,^  as  did  the  marfhals^  by  his  or^ 
^erjB;  fo  that  they  were  all  in  high  fpirits. 

Sir  John  Chandos  placed  himfelf  near  tfaeprincejt 
*o  guard  and  advife  him  ;  and  never,  during  that 
^ay,  would  he^  oa  any  accoimt,  quit  bis  pofi. 
,  The 
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The  lord  James  Audeley  remained  alfo  a  c6ii« 
fiderable  time  near  him ;  but^  when  he  faw  that 
they  mud  certainly  engage^  he  faid  to  the  prince; 
'  Sir,  I  have  ever  ferved  moft  loyally  my  lord  youif 
father,  and  yourfelf,  and  (hall  continue  fb  to  do,  as 
long  as  I  have  life.  Dear  fir,  I  mufi;  now  acqualot 
you,  that  Jformerly  I  made  a  vow,  if  ever  I  fhould 
be  engaged,  in  any  battle  where  the. king  your  father 
or  any  of  his  fons  were,  that  I  would  be  the  fore^ 
moft  in  the  attack,  and  the  beft  combatant  on  hil 
fide,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  I  beg  therefore  moft 
eamefily,  as  a  reward  for  any  fervices  I  may  ha^e 
done,  that  you  would  grant  me  permiflion  honbur- 
ably  to  quit  you,  that  I  may  pofi  myfelf  in  fudr 
wife  to  accomplifli  my' vow/ 

The  prince  granted  his  requeft,  and,  holding  out 
4iis  hand  to  him,  faid ;  '  Sir  James,  God  grant  that 
this  day  you  may  (hine  in  valour  above  all  other 
knights/  The  knight  then  fet  off,  and  pofi;ed  him«« 
felf  at  the  front  of  the  battalion,  with  only  four 
fquires  whom  he  had  detained  with  him  to  guard 
his  perfon.  This  lord  James  was  a  prudent  and 
valiant  knight ;  and  by  his  advice  the  army  had 
thus  been  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle. 

Lord  James  began  to  advance,  in  order  to  fight 
with  the  battalion  of  the  marihals. 

In  like  manner,  fir  Euftdce  d'Ambreticourt  took 
great  pains  to  be  the  fir  ft  to  engage,  and  was  fo,  or 
near  it :  and,  at  the  time  that  lord  James  Audeley 
was  pufliing  forward  to  feek  his  enemies,  ii  thus 
befel  fir  Euftace.  I  mentioned  before,  that  the  Ger- 
mans 
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mans  attached  to  the  French  interefi  were  drawn 
up  in  one  battalion  on  horfeback^  and  remained  fo/ 
to  affift  the  marfhals.  Sir  Euftace  d'Aihbreticourt^ 
being  mounted^  placed  his  lance  in  its  reil^  and, 
fixing  hi§  (hield^  fiuck  fpurs  into  his  horfe^  and 
gallopped  up  to  this  battalion.'  A  German  knight, 
called  lord  Lewis  von  Coticibras  (who  bote  for 
arms  five  rofes,  gules,  on  a;  Aield  argent,  while 
tbofe  of  fir  Euftace  were  ermine,  three  humets,  in 
pale  gules),  perceiving  fir  Euftace  quit  his  armv, 
left  his  battalion  that  was  under  the  command  of 
earl  John  of  Naflau,  and  made  up  to  him  :  the 
fliock  of  their  meeting  was  fo  violent,  that  they  both 
fell  to  the  ground.  The  German' was  wounded  in 
the  flioulder,  fo  that  he  could  not  rife  again  fo 
nimbly  as  fir  Euftace,  who,  when,  upon  his  legs, 
after  he  had  taken  breath,  was  haftening  to  the 
Imight  that  lay  on  the  ground ;  but  five  German 
men  at  arms  came  upon  him,  ftruck  hfm  down,  and 
made  him  prifoner.  They  led  him  Jo  thofe  that 
were  attached  to  the  earl  of  Naflau,  who  did  not 
pay  much  attention  to  him,  nor  do  I  know  if  they 
made  him  fwear  hirafelf  their  prifoner ;  but  they 
tied  him  to  a  car  with  fome  of  their  harnefs. 

The  engagement  now  began  on  both  fides;  ^nd 
the  battalion  of  the  marflials  was  advancing  before 
thofe  who  were  intended  to  break  the  battalion  of 
"the  archers,  and  had  entered  the  lane  where  the 
liedges  on  both  fides  were  liiied  by  the  archers ; 
'who,  as  foon  as  they  faw  them  fairly  entered,  began 
fliooting  with  their  bows  in  fuch  an  excellent  man^ 
ner,  from  each  fide  of  the  hedge,  that  the  horfes, 
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fmarthig  under,  the  pain  of  the  wounds  made  hy 
their  bearded  arrows^  would  not  advatice^  but 
turned  about;  and,  by  their  unrulinefs^  threw  their 
m^^ers^  who  epuld  not  maua/^c  thexfi,  nor  could 
thofe  that  had  fallen  get  up  again  for  the  coufufion; 
fo  that  this  battalion  of  the  marfiials  could  never 
apprpach  that  of  the  prince :  however j.  there  were 
fome  knights  and  fijuires  fo  well  mounted^  that>  by 
the  firengiii  of  their  horfes^  they  pafled  through^ 
and  broke  the  he4ge>  but^  in  fpite  of  their  effprts, 
coujid  not  get  up  to  the  battalion  of  the  prince. 
The  lord  J^me^  Audley,  attended  by  his  four 
£quires^>  h^  placed  hioifelf,  fword  in  hand^  in 
ifVont  of  thi&  ,  battalion^  much  before  the  reft, 
and  was  performing  v^ondcrs.  He  had  advanced^ 
through  his  eagcrnefs,  fo  far,  that  he  engaged 
the  lord  Arnold,  d'Andreghen,  marfhal  of  France^ 
under  his  banner,  when  they  fought  a  confider* 
able  time,  and  the  lord  Arnold.was  roughly  enough 
treated.  T^Iie  battalion  of  the  marihals  was  foon 
after  put  to  the  rout  by  the  arrows  of  the  archers, 
and  the  affiftance  of  the  men  at  arms,  who  ruihed 
among  them  as  they  were  ftruck  down,  and  feized 
and  flew  them  at  their  pleafure.  The  lord  Ar- 
nold d'Andreghen  was  there  made  prifoner,  but 
by  others  than  the  lord  James  Audley  or  his  four 
fquires;  for  that  knight  never  flopped  to  make  any 
one  his  prifoner  that  day,  but  was  the  whole  time 

employed  in  fighting  and  following  his  enemies. 

-  ■  -    .,  ■ 

*  Their  names  were :  Duttou  of  Dutton,— Delves  of  Dod» 
dington,— Fowlehurft  of  Crew,— Hawkeftone  of  WainehiU.-^ 
Ashmoles  Garter* 
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In  another  partj  the  lord  John  Clermont  fdug'ht 
under  his  banner. as  long  as  he  was  able;  but,  be* 
ing  firuck  down,  he  could  neither  get  up  again  nor 
procure  his  ranfom:    he  was  killed  on  (he  f pot. 
Some  fay,  this  treatment  was  owing  to  his  alterca-- 
tion  on  the  preceding  day  with  fir  John  Chaftdos, 
■    In  a  flidrt  time,  this  battalion  of  the  marfhkls  Was 
totally  difcomfited  ;  for  they  fell  back  fo  much  on 
each  other,  that  the  army  could  not  Advance,  and 
tiiofe  who  were  in  the  rear,  not  being  able  to  ge\. 
forward,   fell  back  upon  the  battaJiion  commianded 
by  the  duke  of  Normandy,  which  was  1>road '  ariA 
thick  in  the  front,  but  it  was  foon  thih^  enough  5A 
th^  rear ;  for,  when  they  learnt  that  the  raarflials 
had  been  defeated,  they  mounted  their  horfes  'arid 
fet  off.    At  this  time,  a  body  of  Engliih  came  down 
from  the  hill,  and,  paffing  along  the  battalions  on 
knrfeback,  accompanifed  by  a  large  body  of  archers, 
fdl  upon  one  of  the  wings  of  the  duke  of  Nor- 
mandy's divifion.     To  fay  the  truth,  the  Englifh 
ar^ers  were  of  infinite  fervice  to  their  army;  for 
they  fhot  fo  thickly  and  fo  well,  that  the  Freticlfi 
did  not  know  which  way  to  turn  themfelves,  to 
avoid  their  arrows  :  by  this  means  they  kept  ad- 
vancing by  little  and  little,  and  gained  ground. 

When  the  men  at  arms  perceived  that  the  firft 
battalion  was  beaten,  and  that  the  otie' under  the 
duke  of  Normjlndy  was  in  diforder,  and  beginninj 
to  open,  they  haftened  to  mount  their  liorfes,  whici 
they  had,  ready  prepared,  clofe  at  hand.  As  fooo 
as  they  were  all  mounted,  they  gavfe  *a  fliout  of 
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^  St.  George^  for  Guienhe ! '  and  fir  John  Chandos 
faid  to  the  prince;  ^  Sir^  fir,  now  pufli  forward,  for 
the  days  is  ours  :  God  w^ill  this  day  put  it  in  your 
hand.  Let  us  make  for  our  adverfary  the  king  of 
France;  for  where  he  is  will  lie  the  main  ftrefs  of 
the  bufinefs :  I  well  know  that  his  valour  will  not 
let  him  fly;  and  he  will  remain  with  us,  if  it  pleafe 
God  and  St.  George:  but  he  raufi;  be  well  fought 
with;  and  you  have  before  faid,  that  you  would 
Ihew  yourfelf  this  day  a  good  knight/  The  prince 
replied ;  '  John,  get  forward;  you  fliall  not  fee  me 
turn  my  back  this  day,  but  I  will  always  be  among 
the  foremofi;/  He  then  faid  to  fir  Walter  Wood- 
land>  his  banner-bearer,  ^  Banner  advance,  in  the 
name  of  God  and  St.  George.'  The  knight  obeyed 
the  commands  of  the  prince.  In  that  part,  the 
battle  was  very  hot,  and  greatly  crowded :  many  a 
one  was  unhorfed :  and  you  mufi;  know,  that  whmi*^ 
ever  any  one  fell,  he  could  not  get  up  again,  unlefs 
he  were  quickly  and  well  aflifi:ed. 

As  the  prince  was  thus  advancing  upon  his  ene- 
mies, followed  by  his  divifion,  and  upon  the  point 
of  charging  them^  he  perceived  the  lord  Robert  ds 
Duras  lying  dead  near  a  fmall  buih  on  his  right 
hand,  with  his  banner  befide  him,  and  ten  or  twelve 
of  his  people :  upon  which  he  ordered  two  of  his 
fquires  and  three  archers  to  place  the  body  upon  a 
fhield,  carry  it  to  Poitiers,  and  prefent  it  from  him 
to  the  cardinal  of  Perigord,  and  fay,  that  ^I  falute 
jiim  by  that  token.'  This  was  done;  for  he  had 
been  iufornied  how  the  fuite  of  the  cardinal  had  re^- 

mained 


S25 

mained  m  the  fi€ld  of  battle  in  arms  againft  hiitti 
which  was  not  very  becomings  nor  a  fit  deed  for 
churchmen  to  do,  as  they>  under  pretext  of  doing 
good  and  efiablifhing  peace,  pafs  from  one  army  to 
the  other,  they  ought  not  therefore  to  take  up  arms 
on  either  fide.  Thefe,  however,  had  done  fo,  at 
which  the  princerwas  much  engaged,  andforthishad 
fent  the  cardinal  his  nephew  fir  Robert  de  Duras^ 
and  was  defirous  of  ftriking  off  the  head  of  the 
cafiellan  of  Ampofta,  who  had  been  made  prifoner, . 
notwithfianding  he  belonged  io  the  cardinal ;  but 
fir  John  Chandos  faid,  '  My  lord,  do  not  think  of 
fuch  things  at  this  moment,  when  you  muft  look 
to  others  of  the  greatefl  importance  :  perhaps  the. 
cardinal  may  excufe  himfelf  fo  well,  that  you  will 
he  convinced  he  was  not  t6  blame/ 

The  prince,  upon  this,  charged  the  divifion  of 
the  duke  of  Athens,  and  very  fliarp  the  enoounter 
was,  fo  that  many  were  beaten  down.  '^  The  French^ 
who  fought  in  large  bodies,  cried  out,  '  Montjoye 
St.  Dennis ! '  and  the  Englifh  anfwered  them  with, 
'  St.  George  for  Guienne  !  * 

The  prince  next  met  the  battalion  of  Germans^- 
under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Saltzburg,  the 
carl  of  Naffau,  and  the  earl  of  Neydo ;  but  they 
^ere  foon  overthrown,  and  put  to  flight.     The ' 
Sngliih  archers  ihot  fo  well,  that  none  dared  to  - 
come  within  reach  of  their  arrows,  and  they  put  to 
death  many  who  could  not  ranfom  themfelves.  - 
The  three  above-named  earls  were  flain  there,  at 
well  as  many  other  knights  and  fquires  attached  to 
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them,  lathe  coBfufidn,  fir  Euftaec  d'Ambrcticourt 
was  refcu«d  by  his  own  men,  who  remounted  him: 
he  afterwards  performed  many  gallant  deeds  of 
arms^  and  made  good  captures  that  day. 

When  the  battalion  of  the  duke  of  Normandy 
faw  the  prince  tidvancing  fo  quick  upon  them,  they 
bethought  themfelves  how  to  efcape.  The  fons  of 
the  kingji  the  duke  of  Normandy,  the  earl  of  Poi- 
tiers,  and  the  eiarl  of  Touraine^  who  were  very 
young,  too  eafily  believed  what  thpfe  under  whofe 
management  they  were  placed  faid  %o  them :  how* 
ever,  the  lord  Guifcard  d'Angle  and  Af  John  de 
Saii^tre,  who  were  near  the  earl  of  Poitiers,  would 
not  fly,  but  rufhed  into  the  thickeft  of  the  combat. 

Th^  three  fons  of  the  king,   according  to  the 
^dvice  given  them,.gaHopped  away,  with  upwardi 
of  eight  hundred  lances  who  had  never  been  near 
the  enemy,  and  took  the  road  to  Chanvigny. 
^  Wheii  the  lord  John  d^  Landajs,  who,  with  the 
lord  Theobald  de  Bodenay  and  the  lord  of  St.  Vct 
nant,  w«re  th&  iguardians  of  the  duke  of  Normandy, 
had  fled  with  him  a  good  league,  they  took  leave 
of  him,  tod  befought^tha.lord  of  St.  Venant  not 
to  quit  him  tuHil'  they  were  all  arrived  at  a  place  of 
fii^fety;  for,  by  doing  thus,  he»  would  acquire  more 
boftor  tl^  il  ha  were  to  retrain  on  the  ifield  of 
battle,     Oa  their  return, ' thfey  met  tbe  divifionof 
the  duke  pf  Orleans,  quite  Whole  and  unhurt,  wlMf 
had  fled  fron^  {lehi^d  the  i*ear  of  the  kind's  bat<- 
talion.    .Tr^ue  it  i^,,  /there  were  maay  good  knights 
and  fqiiicpA  9,p^opg  Ibem,  who;']iaiw]ithfianding  the 
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flight  of  their  leaders^  had  mi^ch  rather  have  fuf- 
fered  death  than  the  fmalleft  reproach*. 

The  king's  battalion  advanced  in  good  order,  to 
meet  the  Englifli :  many  hard  blows  were  given 
vi^ith  fwordsj  battle-axes,  and  other  warlike  weapons. 
The  king  of  France,  with  the  lord  Philip  his 
joungeft  Jon,  at*ack(^d  the  divifion  of  the  marlhals, 
the  earls  of  Warwick  and  Suffolk :  there  were  alfo 
'  with  the  maihals  forae  Gafcons,  fuch  as  the  captal 
de  «Buch,  the  lord  of  Pumiers,  the  lord  Aymery 
de  Charree,  the  lord  of  Langiiran,  the  lord  de  TEf- 
trade.  The  lord  John  de  Landas,  with  the  lord 
Theobald  de  Bodenay,  returning  in  good  time, 
difmounted,  and  joined  the  battalioq  of  the  king. 

*  My  manufcripts  make  here  a  new  chapter,  and  it  begins  as 
follows ; 

*  You  have  heard  before  related  in  this  hillory  the  battle  of 
Crecy,  and  how  fortune  was  marvelloully  unfavourable  to  the 
French.  They  had  equal  ill  luck  at  the  battle  of  Poitiers ;  for 
the  French  men  at  arms  were  at  lead  feven  to  one.  Jt  mult 
therefore  be  looked  upon  as  very  unfortunate  that,  witii  this 
advantage,  they  could  not  gain  the  field  from  their  enemies.  But, 
to  fay  the  truth,  this  battle  of  Poitiers  was  much  better  fought 
than  that  of  Crecy ;  and  the  men  at  arms  had  mc^re  leifure,  and 
better  opportunities  to  obferve  their  enemies,  than  they  bad  9t 
Crecy ;  for  that  battle  did  not  begin  before  vefpers,  and  with  an 
army  in  diforder,  whilft  the  battle  of  Poitiers  commenced  early 
in  the  morning,  and  the  French  army  well  arranged.  Tlier^ 
y^ete  many  more  gallant  deedis  performed  without  comparifon, 
in  this  than  in  the  former  battle ;  and  there  were  not  fo  many 
great  lords  flain.  '  Tbofe  that  were  there  behaved  them'felves  fo 
loyally,  that  their  heirs,  to  this  day,  are  honoured  for  their 
fake.' 
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On  one  fide^  the  duke  of  Athens^  conitable  of 
France^  was  engaged  with  his  divifion;  and>  a 
little  higher  up^  the  duke  of  Bourbon^  furrounded 
with  good  knights^  from  the  Bourbonois  and  Pi^ 
cardy. 

Near  to  thefe  were  the  men  of  Poitou,  the  lord 
de  Pons,  the  lord  de  Psirtenay^  the  lord  de  Damp- 
maire,  the  lord  ^e  Motitabouton,  the  lord  de  Sur- 
geresj  the  lord  John  de  Saintre,  the  lord  Guifcard 
d'Angle,  the  lord  d^Argenton,  the  lord  de  Linieres^ 
the  lord  de  Montrande,  the  vifcount  de  Roche* 
chouart,  the  earl  of  Aulnoy.  Many  others  were 
alfo  engaged,  fuch  as  the  lord  James  de  Beaujeu^ 
the  lord  of  Chateau  Villain,  and  other  knights  and 
fquires  from  Burgundy. 

In  another  part  were  the  earls  of  Vanladour  and 
Montpenfier,  the  lord  James  de  Bourbon,  the  lord 
John  d'Artois,  and  the  lord  James  his  brother,  the 
lord  Arnold  de  Cervolle,  furnamed  the  Archprieft, 
armed  as  the  young  earl  of  Alen^on. 

There  were  alfo  from  Auvergne,  the  lord  de 
Marcueil,  the  lor4  de  la  Tour,  the  lord  de  Cha- 
lenton,  the  lord  de  Montagu,  the  lord  de  Roche- 
fort,  the  lord  de  la  Chaire,  the  lord  d'Achon;  and 
from  Limoufin,  the  lord  de  Linal,  the  lord  de 
Noruel,  and  the  lord  Pierre  de  Buffiere. 

From  Picardy,  there  were  the  lord  William  de 
Merle,  the  lord  Arnold  de  Renneval,  the  lord 
Geoflfry  de  St.  Dizier,  the  lord  de  Chauny,  the 
lord  de  Hely,  the  lord  de  Monfant,  the  lord  de 
Hagnes,  and  many  others. 

The 
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The  lord  Douglas^^  fron^  Scotland^  iiTas  alfo  in 
the  king's  battalion^  and  for  fome  time  fought  very 
valiantly ;  but^  when  he  perceived  the  difcomfiture 

was 


*  *  Lord  Douglas,  forgetful  of  Lis  religious  pilgrimage,  offered 
liis  fword  to  the Freuch  king.  He  wasreceived  with  didinguiibei} 
lionourSy  *  was  made  a  luiight  of  his  hande/  Scala  Chron.  up. 
Inland,  and  his  iervice  was  accepted.  To  fay  that  a  perfon  re* 
ceived  the  honour  of  knighthood,  is,  in  modem  language,  uDioi> 
"tereiting,  add  fometimes  it  is  ludicrous.  This  muft  always  be  the 
oafe,  wheu  names  and  ceremonies  are  retained,  while  from  a  total 
ohange  of  manners,  that  which  gave  dignity  to  fuch  names  and 
€:eremomes  is  forgotten  by  the  vulgar. 

'  Great  carnage  was  made  of  the  Scots  at  the  battle  of 
Poitiers.  Lord  Douglas,  after  having  been  wounded,  was  forced 
off  the  field  by  hb  furviving  companions.  Archibald  Douglas^ 
n,  warrior  eminent  in  our  hiilory,  fell  into  the  power  of  the 
enemy;  but,  by  the  extraordinary  prefence  of  mind  of  fy 
'^William  Ramfay  of  CoUuthy,  he  was  concealed,  and  efcaped 
unknown* 

*  The  Hory  of  Archibald  Douglas's  efcape,  as  related  by  Forduo^ 

is  curious.     It  fhall  be;  tranAated  as  nearly  as  poffible  in  his  own 

xnanner.     ^  Archibald  Douglas,  having  been  made  prifoner  alon; 

Mrith  the  reft,  appeared  in  more  fumptuous  armour  than  the  other 

Scottifh  prifoners ;  and,  therefore,  he  was  fuppofed  by  the  Engliib 

to  be  fome  great  lord.    Late  in  the  evening  after  the  battle,  wheo 

the  Englifh  were  about  to  ftrip  off  his  armonr,  fir  William  Ramfay 

of  CoUuthy,  ha(^niug  to  be  prefent,  fixed  his  eyes  on  Archibald 

Douglas,  and,    affeding  to  be  in  a  violent    paffioui   cried  out^ 

You  cursed,  damnable  murderer,  how  comes  it,  in  the  name  ofmht^ 

chief  (ex  parte  diaboli)^  that  you  are  thus  proudly  decked  out  in 

yeur  master's  armour  P    Come  hither,  and  puU  off  my  booi$, 

Douglas  approached  trembling,  kneeled  down,  and  pulled  off  one^ 

of  the  boots.     Ramfay,  taking  up  the  boot,  beat  Douglas  witb 

it.       The    Engliih   bycfianders,   imagijtung    him  out   of    hii 
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^as  complete  oa  the  fide  of  the  French^  he  faved 
himfelf  as  fail  as  he  could  ;  for  he^  dreaded  fo  much 
being  taken  by  the  Engtifh^  that  he  hadxather  have 
been  flain. 

The  lord  James  Audley,  with  the  affiftance  of 
his  four  fquires,  was  always  engaged  in  the  heat  of 
the  battle.  He  was  feverely  wounded  in  the  body^ 
head  and  face;  and  as  long  as  his  firengfh  and 
breath  permitted  him^  he  maintained  the  fights  and 
advanced  forward :  he  continued  to  do  fo  until  he 
was  covered  with  blood  :  then,  towards  the  elofe  of 
the  engagement,  his  four  fquires,  who  were  as  his 
body-guard,  took  him,  and  led  him  out  of  the 
engagement,  very  weak  and  wounded,  towards  a 
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ienfes,  interpofed,  and  refcued  Douglas.  They  faid,  that  the  perfon 
yihom  he  had  beaten  was  certahity  of  great  rank,  and  a  lord, 
JfTiat,  he  a  lord  ?  cried  Rannfdy :  he  is  a  scullion,  arid  a  hast 
knave^  andy  as  I  suppose,  has  killed  his  master.  Go,  you  villain^ 
to,  the  field,  search  for  the  body  of  my  cousin^  your  master ;  and 
when  you  have  found  it,  come  back,  that  at  lea^t,  J  may  give  him 
a  decent  burial.  Then  he  ranifomed  tlie  feigned  ferving  mao  for 
'  forty  ibillings ;  and,  having  buflfeted  him  finartly,  he  cried,  Qei 
you  gone;  fly.  Douglas  bore  all  thia  patiently,  carried  on  the 
deceit,  and  was/oon  beyond  the  reach  of  his  enemies/ 

*  This  ftory,  as  to  fome  of  its  circmnfltanccs,  may  not  feem 
altogether  probable;  yet,  in  the  main,  it  ha3  the  appearance  of 
truth.  Had  I  been  at  liberty  to  vary  tlie  narrative^  I  would  have 
made  Ram%  iafpedi,  that  the  feigned  ferviug  man  had  flripped 
^lis  mailer,  after  he  bad  been  flain  or  mortally  wounded.  This 
Archibald  was  the  natural  fon  of  the  renowned  iir  James  Doughu* 
ilain  by  the  Saracens  in  Granada.' 

Lord  Hailess  Annals  of  Sfoiland,  yoL  i.4>p.  240, 241. 
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hedge^  that  he  might  cooLand  take  breath.  Thej 
difarmed  him  as  gently  as  they  could^  in  order  to 
examine  his  wounds^  drefs  them^  and  few  up  the 
moil  dangerous.  ^       ^ 

King  John^  on  his  part,  proved  himfelf  a  good 
knight ;  and,  if  the  fourth  of  his  people  had  be* 
liaved  as  well,  the  day  would  have  been  his  own, 
Thofe,  however,  who  had  remained  with  him  ac- 
quitted themfelves  to  the  befi  of  their  power,  and 
"were  either  flain  or  taken  prifoners.  Scarcely  any 
"^who  were  with  the  king  attempted  to  efcape.i 

Among  the  flain,  were  the  duke  Peter  de  Bour- 
l)on,  the  duke  of  Athens,  conftable  of  France,  the 
liiihop  of  Chalons^  in  Champagne,  the  lord  Guif- 
card  de  Beaujeu,  and  the  lord  of  Landas. 

The  archprieft,  fir  Theobald  de  Bodenay  and  the 
lord  of  Pompadour,  were  made  prifoners,  badly 


*  The  lishap  of  Chalons,    We  f<!e,  by  the  example  of  tbis 
prelate  and  of  the  archbiihop  of  Sens>  who  aififled  at  the  battle 
of  Poitiers,  that  the  cuflom,  ariiing  out  of  the  feudal  law,  Tyhich 
oUiged  eccleliaflics  to  perfonal  fervice  in  the  armies,  fubiided  in 
many  parts  of  France.    Tlie  laws  of  the  church  condemned  tbis 
prance,  to  which  their  temporal  poiTefiions  fubjugated  tb^  der^fj. 
"Xhis  contradiction  in  the  form  of  our  government  with  the  ipiritof 
13ur  religion  exifled  imtil  the  pra6tice  was  infenilbly  aboliibed  by 
Afferent  difpenfations,  and  exchanged  for  contributions  of  money 
aod  men.    Francis  I.  by  his  edidi  of  the  4th  July  1541,  regu- 
lated the  claiifes  for  their  exemption.     SiiKe  that  period,  the 
c^lergy  have  been  exempted  from  fervice  of  ban  and  arriere  ban, 
fcy  different  letters  patent,  and  patlicularly  by  an  edi6k  of  the 
229th  April  l606,  under  tcwis  Xllh^Fillaret  Hist,  de  France,  ' 
y^\.  r^  p.  104. 
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wounded^  la  another  pdrt  of  the  field  of  batfte> 
the  earls  of  Vaudemont  and  Genyille^  and  the  earl 
of  Vendooie  were  prifoners.  Not  far  from  that 
fpot  were  flain,  the  lord  William  de  Nefle  and  the 
lord  Euftace  de  Ribeaumont^  the  lord  de  la  Tour 
and  the  lord  William  de  Montagu.  The  lord 
Lewis  de  Melval^  the  lord  Pierre  de  Buffiere  and 
the  lord  de  Seaerach^  were  taken.  In  this  engage- 
ment^  upwards  of  two  hundred  knights  and  fquirev 
were  killed  or  captured. 

A  band  of  Norman  knights  fiill  kept  up  the  bat-* 
tle^  in  another  part  of  the  field ;  and  of  thefe^  fir 
Guinenton  de  Chambly  and  fir  Baudrin  de  \% 
Houfe  were  flain :  many  others  were  difcomfiteti^ 
who  were  fighting  in  flBall  bodies. 


aa 


CHAP.  CLX. 


TWO  FRENCUMEI^,  RUNNING  AWAY  FROM  THE 
BATTLE  OF  POITIERS,  ARE  PURSUED  BY  TWO. 
ENGLISHMEN,  WHO  ARE  THEMSELVES  MADE  PRir 
fiONERS. 

A  MONG  the  battles,- Ikirmiflies,  flights  and  pur- 
fuits,  which  happened  in  the  courfe  of  this 
day,  an  adventure  befel  fir  Edward  de  Roucy,  which 
I  cannot  omit  relating  in  this  place.  He  had  left  the 
field  of  battle,  as  he  perceived  the  day  was  irrecove- 
rably lofl:;  and,  not  wilhing  to  fall  into  the  hands' 
of  the  Englifli,  was  got  about  a  league  ofi*;  when 
he  was  purfued  by  an  Englifli  knight,  his  lance  ia 
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the  reft,  who  cried  to  him,  '  Sir  knight,  turn  about : 
you  ought  to  be  afhamed  thus  to  fly/  Upon  this, 
fir  Edward  halted,  and  the  EngliOiman  attacked 
him,  thinking  to  fix  his  lance  in  his  target ;  but  he 
failed,  for  fir  Edward  turned  the  ftroke  afide,  never- 
thelefs  he  did  not  mifs  hi?  own .:  with  his  fpear  he 
kit  his  enemy  fo  violent  a  blow  on  the  helniet,  that 
he  was  ftunned  and  fell  to  the  ground,  where  he 
remained  fenfelef^. 

Sir  Edward  difmounted,  and,  placing  his  lane« 
on  his  breaft,  told  him  that  he  would  certainly  kill 
him,  if  he  did  not  furrender  himfelf  his  prifoner^ 
refcued  or  not.  The  Englifhman  furrendered,  and 
wfent  with  fir  Edward,  who  afterward  ranfomed 
him,  *     . 

It  happened  that,  in  the  midft  of  the  general 
purfuit,  a  fquire  from  Picardy,  named  John  de 
Hdiennes,  had  quitted  the'  king^s  divifion,  and^ 
meeting  his  p^ge  with  a  frelh  horfe,  had  mounted 
him,  and  made  off  as  faft  as  he  could.  At  thai 
time,  there  was  near  to  him  the  lord  of  Berkeley,  a 
youi^  knight,  who,  for  the  firft  time,  had  that  day 
difplayed  his  banner:  he  immediately  fet  out, ill 
purfuit  of  him. 

When  the  lord  of  Berkeley  had  followed  him  fof 
fome  little  time,  John  de  Helenqes  turned  about, 
put  his  fword  under  his  arm  in  the  manner  of  fi 
lance>  and  thus  advanced  upon  the  lord  Berkeley^ 
who  taking  his  fword  by  the  handle,  flouirifhed  it, 
and  lifted  up  his  arm  in  order  to  ftrike  the  fquire  M 
he  pafied.  John  de  Helennes,  feeing  the  inten(^ 
firoke,  avoided  it,  but  did  not  mifs  his  own;  for  at 
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tliey  pa"ffed  each  other,  by  a  blow  on  the  arm  he 
make  lord  Berkeley's  fword  fall  to  the  ground,  • 
TV  hen  the  knight  found  that  he  had  loft  his  fwprd^ 
and  that  the  fquirexhad  his,  he  difmounted,  and 
made  for  the  place  where  his  fword  lay  :  but  he 
could  not  get  there  before  tlie  fquire  gave  him  a 
\iolent  thruft  which  paffed  through  both  his  thighs; 
fo  that,  not  being  able  to  help  himfelf,  he  fell  to 
the  ground.  John  upon  this  difmounted,  aadj 
feizing  the  fword  of  the  knight,  advanced  iip  to  him 
and  aiked  him  if  he  M'ere  willing  to  furrender. 

The  knight  required  his  name:  -  I  am  called 
John  de  Helennes,'  faid  he,  ^  what  is  your  name  ?' 
'  In  trnth,.  companion,'  replied  the  knight,  my 
name  hi?  Thomas,  and  I  am  lord  of  Berkeley,  a  very 
handfomc  caftle  jituated  on  the  river  Severn^  on 
the  borders  of  Wales/  ^  Lord  of  Berkeley,*  laid 
the  fquire,  '  you  Ihall  be  my  prifoner  :  I  will  plate 
you  in  fafet}^  and  take  care  you  are  healed,  for 
you  appear  to  me  to  be  badly  wounded/  The  knigM 
anfwered,  ^  I  furrender  myfelf  willingly,  for  yon 
have  loyally  conquered  me/  He  gave  him  his  word 
that  he  would  be  his  prifoner,  refcued  or  not 
Johnthen  drew  his  fword  out  of  the  knight's  thigb^ 
and  the  wounds  remained  open ;  but  he  )^ound 
them  up  tightly,  and,  placing  him  on  his  horfe,  led 
him  a  foot-pace  to  Chatelherault. 

He  continued  there,  out  of  friendfliip  to  bio^ 
for  fifteen  days,  and  had  medicines  adminiftered  t^ 
him.  When  the  knight  was  a  little  i*ecovercd,  lie 
bad  him  placed  in  a  litter,  and  condu6ted  him  fafe 
to  his  houfe  in  Picardy  ;  where  he  remained  mon 
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than  a  year  before  he  was  quite  cured,  though  he 
continued  lame;  and  when  he  departed,  he  paid 
for  his  ranfom  fix  thoufand  nobles,  fo  that  this 
fquire  became  a  knight  by  the  great  profit  he  got 
from  the  lord  of  Berkeley. 


CHAP.  CLXL 


THE    MANNER    IN    WHICH    KING    JOHN    WAS    TAKEN" 
PRISONER  AT    THE    BATTLE    OP   POITIERS. 

TT  often  happens,  that-  fortune  in  war  and  love 
turns  out  more  favourable  and  wonderful  thaa 
could  have  been  hoped  for  or  expefiled.     To  faj 
the  truth,  this  battle  which  was  fought  near  Poitiers^ 
ill  the  plains  of  Beauvoir  and  Maupertuis,  was  very 
bloody  and  perilous  :  many  gallant  deeds  of  arms 
were  performed-  that  were  never  known,  and  the 
combatants  on  each  fide  fufTered  much.    King  Jolia 
himfelf  did  wonders  :  he  was  armed  with  a  battle- 
axe^  with  which  he  fought  and  defended  himfelf^ 
The  earl  of  Tancarville,  in  endeavouring  to  break 
through  the  crowd,  was  made  prifoner  clofe  to  him; 
as. were  alfo  fir  James  de  Bourbon,  earl  of  Poh- 
thieu,  and  the  lord  John  d'Artois,  earl  of  Eu.     la 
another  part,  a  littler  farther  off,  the  lord  Charles 
•d'Artois  and  many  other  knights  and  fquires  were 
captured  by  the  divifion  under  the  banner  of  the 
captal  de  Buch.   The  purfuit  continued  even  to  the 
gates  of  Poitiers,  where  there  was  much  flaughter 
and  overthrow  of  men  and  horfes ;  for  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Poitiers  had  fliut  their  gates,  and  would 
4  fuffer 
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fufTer  none  to  enter:  upon  which  account^  there 
was  great  butchery  on  the  caufeway^  before  the 
gate^  \vhere  fuch  numbers  were. killed  or  wounded^ 
that  feveral  furrendcrcd  themfelves  the  moment  they 
fpied  an  Engliihman ;  and  there  were  many  Engliffi 
archers  who  had  four^  five,  or  fix  prifoners. 

The  lord  of  Pons,  a  powerful  baron  in  Poitou, 
was  flain  there,  as  were  feveral  other  knights  and 
fquires.  The  vifcount  de  Rochechouart,  the  lords 
de  Partenay  and  de  Saintonge,  the  lord  of  Mon- 
f endre>  were  taken  prifoners ;  as  was  the  lord  John 
de  Saintre,  but  fo  beaten  that  he  never  afterward 
recovered  his  health :  he  was  looked  upon  as  the 
inofl;  accompliflied  knight  in  France.  The  lord 
Cluifcard  d 'Angle  was  left  for  flain  among  the  dead : 
he  had  fought  well  that  day. 

The  lord  de  Chargny,  who  was  near  the  king, 
combated  bravely  during  the  whole  engagement : 
ibe  was  always  hi  the  crowd,  becaufe  he  carried 
the  king's  fovereign  banner :  his  own  alfo  was  dif- 
played  in  the  field,  with  his  arms,  which  were  three 
efcutcheons  argent  on  a  field  gules.  The  Englifli 
and  Gafcons  poured  fo  faft  upon  the  king's  divifion 
that  they  broke  through  the  ranks  by  force ;  and 
the  French  were  fo  intermixed  with  their  enemies 
that  at  times  there  were  five  men  attacking  onegen*- 
tleman.  The  lord  of  Pompadour  and  the  lord 
Bartholomew  de  Brunes  were  there  captured. 
The  lord  dc  Chargny  was  flain,  with  the  banner  of 
France  in  his  hands,  by  the  lord  Reginald  Cobham ; 
and  afterwards  the  earl  of  Dammartin  fliared  the 
fame  fate.* 

There 
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Therd  was  tnucb  preffiog  at  this  time,  througll 
feagernefs  to  take  the  king;  and  thofe  who  wem 
lieareft  to  him,  and  knew  him,  cried  out,  *  Sur-^ 
render  yourfelf>  furrender  yourfelf,  or  you  are  a 
dead  man/  In  that  part  of  the  field  was  a  young 
knight  from  St.  Omer,  who  was  engaged  by  a  falary 
in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  England ;  his  nlime 
was  Denys  de  Morbeque ;  who  for  five  years  had 
attached  himfelf  to  the  Englifh,  on  account  of 
haying  been  baniibed  in  his  younger  days  from 
France  for  a  murder  committed  in  an  aflfray  at  SL 
Omer.  It  fortunately  happened  for  this  knight 
that  he  was  at  the  time  near  to  the  king  of  France; 
when  he  was  fa  much  pulled  about ;  h^  by  dint 
of  force,  for  he  was  very  firong  and  robufi,  pufhed 
through  the  crowd>  and  faid  to  the  king  in  good 
French,  '  Sire,  fire,  furrender  yourfelf/  The  king 
who  found  himfelf  very  difagreeably  fituated,  turn* 
ing  to  him,  aiked,  '  To  whom  fliall  I  furrender 
myfelf:  to  whom?  Where  is  my  coufin  the  prince 
of  Wales  ?  if  I  could  fee  him>  I  would  fpeak  to 
him.'  '  Sire,'  replied  Sir  Denys,  '  he  is  not  here  ; 
but  furrender  yoiirfelf  to  me^  and  I  will  lead  you 
to  him.*  '  Who  are  you  ?'  faid  the  king.  '  Sire^ 
I  am  Denys  de  Morbeque>  a  knight  from  Artoia; 
but  I  ferve  the  king  of  England,  becaufe  I  cannot 
belong  fo  France,  having  forfeited  all  I  pofiefled 
there.'  The  king  then  gave  him  his  right  hand 
glove,  and  faid,  '  I  furrender  myfelf  to  you.'  There 
was  much  crowding  and  pufliing  about,  for  every 
one  was  eager  to  cry  out,  *  I  have  taken  him/ 
Neither  the  king  nor  his  youngefl  fon  Philip  were 
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•trie  to  get  Ibrwafd,  and  free  tliemfekee  from  tlitf 

The  prince  of  Wafei;,  who  was  as  courageous  a» 
ft  lioB>  took  great  delight  that  day  to  combat  hi^ 
enenteftw  Sir  John  Chandos,  who  was  near  h\9 
perfoD^  and  had  never  quitted  it  during  the  whole 
€if  the  day,  nor  flopped  to  make  prifoners^  faid  ta 
l^im  towards  the  end  of  the  battle ;  ^^  Sir^  it  will  be 
jpiToper  for  you  to  halt  liere>  and  plant  your  banner 
4>n  the  t^  of  this  bufli^  which  will  ferve  to  raHy 
yeut,  forces^  that  feem  very  muck  fcatiered  ;  far  i 
db  not  fee  any  banners  or  pennons  of  tile  French ; 
noi!  any  cimfideruble  bodies  able  to  rally  agaiai;  ns: ; 
iad  you  nuift  lefrefli  yourfelf  a  little,  asr  I  pei^em 
Jrou  are  very  much  heated/ 

Upon  this  the  banner  of  the  prince  was  placed 
on  a  high  buft :  the  minftrels  began  to  pLay>  asd 
^umpets  and  clarions  to  !io  their  duty.  The  prinee 
took  off  his  helmet>  and  the  knights  attendant  o^ 
liisperfon^  and  belonging  to  his  chamber^  were^lbea 
•ready,  and  pitched  a  fmall  pavilion  of  crimf<^n  cO'* 
louF,  which  the  prince  entered.  Liquor  was  then 
jbfougbt  to  him  and  the  other  knights  who  were 
widi  him  :  they  increafed  every  moment ;  for  they 
W^^  returning  from  the  purfuit^  and  ftopped  there^ 
fiirraunded  by  their  prifoners. 

As  foon  as  the  two  marfhals  were  come  back,  the 
prince  afked  them  if  they  knew  any  thing  of  the 
l^g  of  France :  they  replied^  '  No>  fir ;  no*  for  a 
certainty ;  but  we  believe  he  muH  be  ekher  killed 
or  made  prifoner^  fince  he  has  never  quilted  hf» 
(battalion/    The  prinee  thm,  addreffing  the  earl  of 
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Wartvick  and  lord  Cobham,  faid ,-  '  I  beg  of  yoA 
10  mount  yoor  horfes^  and  ride  o\et  th6  field,  ft 
that  on  your  return  you  may  hting  me  fonie  certaiti 
intelligence  of  him/  The  two  barons,  immediately 
tuounting  their  horfes,  left  the  prince,  and  made 
for  a  fmall  hillock,  that  they  might  look  about 
Hietn :  from  their  ftand  they  perceived  a  crowd  of 
inen  at  arms  on  foot,  who*  wercj  advancing  very 
llowly.  The  king  of  France  was  in  the  midft  of 
them,  and  in  great  danger;  for  the  Englifli  and 
Gafcons  had  taken  him  from  fir  Denys  de  Mor- 
heque,.  and  were  difputing  who  ihould  have  him,  the 
iftoutefi  bawling  out^  Mt  is  I  that  have  got  him :' 

.  '  No,  no/  replied  the  others,  '  we  have  him/  The 
king,  to  efcape  from  this  peril,  faid,  'Gentlemen, 
}geiitlemen^  I  pray  you  conduct  me  and  my  fon  ia 
a  courteous  manner  to  my  coufin  the  prince;  and 
do  not  make  fuch  a  ^iot  about  my  capture^  for  I 

^lam  (b  great  a  lord  that  I  can  make  all  fuMcIently 
rich/  Thefe  words,  and  others  which  fell  from 
the  king^  appeafed  them  a  little;  but  the  dii^utes 
were  always  beginning  again,  and  they  did  not 
idove  a  Hep  without  rioting*  Whed  the  two  barons 
(kw  this  troop  of  people,  they  defcended  from  the 
hillock;  and  {licking  fpurs  into  their  horfes,  'lUade 
Up  to  them.  On  their  arrival,  they  aiked  what  was 
the  matter :  they  were  anfwered,  that  it  was  the 
;kiiig  of  France,  who  had  been  made  prifoner,  aiid 
thsLt  Upvvards  of  ten  knights  and  fquires  challenged 
tiim  at  the  fiimq.  time^  as  belonging  to  each  of  them. 
The  two  barons  then  pulhed  through  the  crowd  by 
Ufiaiu  force,  and  ordered  all  to  draw  afide..   They 
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commanded^  in  tbe  name  of  the  prince^  and  midef 
pain  of  inftant  deaths  that  every  one  fliould  keep 
His  difiance^  and  not  approach  unlefs  ordered  or 
defired  fo  to  do.  Thej  all  retreated  behind  the 
king ;  and  the  two  barons^  difmounting^  advanced 
to  the  king  with  profound  reverences^  and  con- 
du6);ed  him  in  a  peaceable  manner  to  the  prince  of 
Wales. 


CHAP.  CLXII. 


THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES  MAKES  A  HANDSOME  PRESEMT 
TO  THE  LORD  JAMES  AUDLEY^  AFTER  THE  BATTLE 
OF  POITIERS. 

COON  after  the  earl  of  Warwick  and  the  lord 
Reginald  Cobham  had  left  the  prince^  as  has 
been  above  related^  he  inquired  from  thofe  knights 
who  were  about  him  of  lord  James  Audlej^  and 
aiked  if  any  one  knew  what  was  become  of  him  : 
'  Yes,  fir,'  replied  fome  of  the  company,  '  he  is 
very  badly  wounded,  and  is  lying  in  a  litter  hard 
by/  '  By  my  troth,'  replied  the  prince,  '  I  am 
fore  vexed  that  he  is  fo  wounded.  See,  I  beg  of 
you,  if  he  be  able  to  bear  being  carried  hither : 
otherwife  I  will  come  and  vifit  him.'  Two  knights 
dire6ily  left  the  prince^  and^  coming  to  lord  Jan^ 
told'him  how  delirous  the  prince  was  of  feeing  him. 
'  A  thoufand  thanks  to  the  prince,'  anfwered  lord 
James,  '  for  condefcending  to  remember  fo  poor  a « 
knight  as  myfelf/  He  then  called  eight  of  his 
fervants,  and  had  himfelf  borne  in  his  litter  to 
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where  the  prince  w&s.  When  he  was  come  into 
his  prefence^  the  prince  bent  down  over  him^  and 
embraced  him^  faying;  '  My  lord  James>  I  am 
bound  to  honour  you  very  much;  for,  by  your 
valour  this  day,  you  have  acquired  glory  and  re* 
pown  above  us  all,  and  your-  prowefs  has  proved 
you  the  braveft  knight/  Lord  James  replied; 
^  My  lord,  you  have  a  right  to  fay  whatever  you 
pleafe,  but  I  wilh  it  were  as  you  have  faid.  If  I 
have  thi?  day  been  forward  to  ferve  you,  it  has 
been  to  accomplifli  a  vow  that  I  had  made,  and  it 
ought  not  to  be  thought  fo  much  of/  ^  Sir  James,* 
anfwered  the  prince,  '  I  and  all  the  reft  of  us  deem 
you  the  braveft  knight  on  our  fide  in  this  battle  ; 
imd  to  increafe  your  renown,  and  furnifh  you  withal 
to  purfue  your  career  of  glory  in  war,  I  retain  you 
henceforward,  for  ever,  as  my  knight,  with  five 
huddr^  marcs*  of  yearly  revenue,  which  I  will 
i^cure  to  you  from  my  eftates  in  England/  ^  Sir,' 
faid  lord  James,  ^  God  make  me  deferving  of  the 
^od  fortune  you  beftow  upon  me/  At  thefe 
words  he  took  leave  of  the  prince,  as  he  was  very 
weak,  and  his  fervants  carried  him  back  to  his  tent: 
he  could  not  have  been  at  a  great  diftance,  whcai 
the  earl  of  Warwick  and  lord  Reginald  Cobham 
entered  the  pavilion  of  the  prince,  and  prefcnted 
the  king  of  France  to  him* 

The  prince  made  a  very  low  obeifance  to  the 

king,  and  gave  him  as  much   comfort  as  he  was 

^  i^ble,  which  he  knew  well  how  to  adminifter.     He 
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♦  The  marc  is  1 3s.  4d.— Phillips. 
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prdered  vriqc  m^  fpic^s  to  be  brought,  wbich  ho^ 
prefeuted  to  the  king  himfelf,  as  a  mark  of  hi« 
^reat  i^fie^ion. 


CHAP,  CLXIII. 


THIS  ENGLI9H  CAIN    TERY    CONSIPERA^IiV   AT  TBI 

BATT(.E   OF   P01XIER9, 

T^HUS  was  this;  battle  won,  as  you  havchevd  rc« 
lated,  in  the  plaius  of  Maupertuis,  two  leagueii 
from  the  city  of  Poitiers,  on  the  19th  day  of  S^% 
texnber  1356*,  It  commenced  about  nine  o'dockt 
and  was  ended  by  uoon ;  but  the  Englifh  were  oot 
all  returned  from  the  purfuit^  and  it  was  to  r^ctl 
his  people  that  the  prince  had  placed  bis  baonei 
upon  a  high  bufli.  They  did  not  return  till  Iat« 
Itfter  vefpers  from  purfuing  the  enemy. 

It  was  reported  that  all  the  flower  of  Frepc]| 
l^nighthood  were  flaiu ;  and  that,  with  the  king 
and  his  fon  the  lord  Philip^  feventeen  earls,  with** 
out  counting  barons>  knights  or  fquires,  were  ipiadQ 
prifbners^  and  from  five  to  fix  thoufand  of  all  fprtQ 
left  dead  in  th^  field. 

y     ■    ■  |.  t   '■■  ■      »'  ■         ■  '       "  I  '        n  II       P^ 

I 

•  FroifTart  <yiUs  it  the  22d  day  of  September  ISif ;  \m%, 
Bouchet  pruyes  it  to  be  a  miflake,  in  bis  Annales  d'Aquitaine^ 
frohi  the  regifters  of  the  convent  where  the  noblemen  that  were 
flain  were  buried :  and  in  my  two  MSS.  it  is  135f  • 

Alfo  in  the  Annuel;  Rerum  Anglicariun,  WHhtlmi  WineeAer, 
1356\  '  Hoc  anno,  xix  die  Septembris^  capUo  re£;is  Juhanoil 
Francix,  per  EdwawUm  priucipcuj/ 
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When  they\,were  all  coIle£ied^  they  found  they 
had  twice  as  many  prifbnets  ad  tbemfelves:  they 
therefore  confulted^  iC  confidering  the  riflL  they 
might  run^  it  would  not  be  more  advifable  to  ran- 
fom  them  on  the  fpot.  This  was  done ;  and  the 
prifoners  found  the  Englifh  and  Gafcons  very  civil, 
for  there  were  many  fet  at  liberty  that  day  oi^  their 
j^romife  of  coming  to  Bourdeaux  before  Chrifimas 
to  pay  their  ranfom. 

When  all  were  xctumed  to  their  banners,  they 
retired  to  their  camp,  which  was  adjoihihg  to  the 
ieJd  of  battle.  Some  dil^mied  thiemfelves/  ihd 
did  the  Ikme  to  their  prilbners,  to  M^hom  they  Ihewed 
^Very  kindnefs ;  for  whoever  made  any  prifoners, 
they  were  folely  at  his  difpofal,  to  ranfom  or  not, 
aft  he  pleafed.  It  may  be  eafily  fappofed  that  all 
thofe  who  accompanied  the  prince  were  very  rich 
in  glory  and  wealth,  as  well  by  the  randoms  of 
their  prifohers,  as  by.  the  quantities  of  gold  and 
filter  plate,  rich  jewels,  and  trunks  Huffed  full  of 
i>elts  that  werq  weighty  from  their  gold  and  filver 
tornafnents,  and  furred  mantled.  They  fet  no 
value  on  armour,  tents  or  other  things;  for  the 
French  had  come  there  as  magnificently  and  richly 
jAtefCed  as'if  they  had  been  fure  of  gaining  the 
yiftory. 


Z  4  '  CHAP, 


in 


CHAP.  CXLIV. 

nt  LOKD  JAMES  AUDLEY  GIVES  TO  HIS  8QUIREC 
TflE  P£NSION  OF  FIVE  HUNDRED  MARCS  USe 
HAD    RECEIVED    FROM    THE    PRINCE. 

l^T'H^N  the  lord  James   Audley  was  brought 
back  to  his  tent^  after  liaying  moll  refpe8;« 
fully  thanked  the  prince  for  his  gift,  he  did  not 
remain  long  before  hp  fent  for  his  brother  fir  Peter 
Audley,  the  lord  Bartholomew  Burgherfhjj  fir  Ste- 
phen Coffington,  lor^d  Willoughby  of  Erelhy  ^n^ 
lord  William  Ferrers  of  Groby  :  they/v^ere  all  hi^ 
relations.     He  then  fent  for  \\U  four  fquires  thai, 
had  attended  upon  him  that  day,  and,  addreffing 
himfeif  ta  the  knights,  faid;  ^  Gentlemen,   it  hai^, 
pleifed  mj  lord  the  prince  to  give  me  five  hundred 
marcs  as  a  yearly  inheritance;  for  which  gift  I  hav^ 
done  him  very  trifling  bodily  fervice.     You  fee. 
here  thefe  four  fquires,  who  haye  always  ferved  nje 
mofl;  loyally,  and  efpecially  in  this  ds^y's  engage-.- 
ment.     What  glory  I  may  have  gained  has  beeii, 
through  their  means,  and  by  their  valour :  on  whicK. 
account  I  wifh  to  reward  them.     I  therefore  give 
and  refign  into  their  hands  the  gift  of  five  hundred , 
marcs,  which  my  lord  the  prince  has  been  pleafi^ 
to  beftow  me,  in  the  fame  form  and  manner  that  lit 
has  been  prefented  to  me.    I  difinherit  myfelf  of  it, 
and  give  it  to  them  fimply,  and  without  a  poffibilitj? 
of  revoking  it.'        ' 

The  knights  prefent  looked  on  each  other,  and 
faid,  '  It  is  becoming  the  noble  mind  of  lord  James 

ta 
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to  make  fuch  a  gift/  and  then  unammoufly  added; 
^  May  the  Lord  God  remember  you  for  it!  We 
will  bear  witnefs  of  this  gift  to  them  wherefocver 
and  whenf  lever  they  may  call  on  us.* 

They  then  took  Jeavc  of  him;  when  fom^  went 
to  the  prince  of  W^les,  who  that  night  was  to  give 
a  fupper  to  the  king  of  France  froni  his  own  pro^ 
viiions ;  for  the  French  had  bn^ught  vail  quantities 
with  them^  which  were  now  fallen  into  the  hsHHh 
of  the  Engliih^  many  of  whom.h^d  not  tafie4 
l^re^d  for  the  lail  three  days. 


ss 


CHAP.  CLXV. 


7flE  PRINCE  OF  WALES  ENTERTAINS  THE  KING  Of 
|*RANP9  ^T  SUPPER^  THE  EVENING  AFTER  T|1K 
BATTLE, 

"T^HEN  evening  was  come,  the  prince  of  Wale| 

gave  a  fupper  in  his  pavilion  to  the  king  of 

IPrance^  and  to  the  greater  part  of  the  princes  an4 

iDarons  who  Avere  prifoners.     The  prince  feated  thi^ 

Iking  of  France  and  his  fon  the  lord  Philip  at  an, 

«1e vated  and  well  covered  table ;  with  them  vrere 

ifir  4^mes  de  Bourbon,  the  lord  John  d'Artois,  th^.  ^ 

«4rl8  of  Tancarville,  of  Eftampes,  of  Dammartin, 

of  Gravillej  and  the  lord  of  Partenay.     The  other 

Icaights  ^n^  fquires  were  placed  at  different  tables. 

The  prince  himfelf  feryed  the  king's  table,  a$ 

"^ell  as  thp  others,  with  evefy  mark  of  humility, 

ftnd  would  not  fit  down  at  it,  in  fpite  of  all  his  in-^ 

^reati^  for  him  fo  to  do,  foying^  that  '  he  was  not 

»  worthkf 
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tirortbj  of  fuch  sn  honor,  nor  did  it  apperttia  ta 
(im  to  feat  hitnfelf  at  the  table  of  fo  great  a  king, 
or  of  fo  valiant  a  man  as  he  had  fhewn  himfelf  bj 
lis  anions  that  day/  He  added  alfo  with  a  nobla 
air ;  ^  Dear  fir^  do  not  make  a  poor  meal  becauft 
the  Almighty  God  has  not  gratified  your  wifhes  in 
the  event  of  this  day;  for  be  aflured  that  my  lord 
and  father  will  (hew  you  every  honor  and  friend^ 
fliip  in  his  power^  and  will  arrange  your  ranfom 
lb  reafonably^  that  you  will  henceforward  always 
f emain  friends.  In  my.  opinion>  you  have  caufe  to 
be  glad  that  the  fuccefs  of  this  battle  did  not  turn 
but  as  you  defired  ;  for  you  have  this  day  acquired 
fueh  high  renown  for  prowefs,  that  you  have  fur- 
pafied  all  the  beft  knights  on  your^fide.  I  do  not, 
dear  fir>  fay  this  to  flatter  you,  for  all  thofe  of  our 
fide  who  have  feen  and  obferved  the  a£iioM  of 
each  party,  have  unanimoufly  allowed  this  to  be 
your  due,  ai\d  decree  you  the  prize  and  garlan4 
for  it/ 

At  the  end  of  this  fpeech  there  were  murmurf 
of  praife  heard  from  every  one ;  and  the  French 
faid,  the  prince  had  fpoken  nobly  and  truly,  and 
that  he  would  be  one  of  the  moft  gallatit  princes  ii^ 
^hriftendoro,  if  God  Ihbuld  grant  him  life  to  purt^ 
fue  his  career  of  glory*. 

CHAP- 
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*  Extras  taken  from  tlje  convent  of  the  Freres  Mineun,  in 
the  city  of  Poitiers,  of  the  names  of  thofe  km'ghts  \i^ho  werik. 
ilaiB  in  the  battle  of  Poitiers,  and  other  ge^tlemcix  tHat  wcm 
kuried  in  that  convent. 

•  F'ix%  the  underneath  knight^:  .1     . 
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CHAP.  CLXVL 

THE  FRINC£   OF    WALES    RETURNS   TO   BOURDEAUX, 
AFTER    THE   BATTLE    OF   POITIERS. 

VVHEN  they  had  fupped  and  fufficiently. regaled 

theinfelves';  each  departed  to.  his  lodging  with 

the  knights  and  fquires  they  had  captured,    Thofii 

that 


II  II    »      ■■■  »    I    I    I    I   I    I nwr*»p^— !^^w»« 


The  duke  of  Athens^  conilablc  Sic  John  de  Grillon 

of  France  M.  de  Cbitre,   lord   de  Radt*^ 

^T^e   biihop  ^f  Clialoo,  (I^cg^      monde 

nauld    Oiiaveau^^Chroiiique  M.  Cierin  de  Cheniet 
de  Waifebourg)  M.  Biiudin  de  Oargtdiogaeii 

Id.  Andre,  vifcouot  de  Chaa^  Sir  Anfiaolme  de  Hois 

vie[i)y  Sir  Michael  de  Pommflf 

jSir  Lewis  de  BroiTe  Sir  Richard  de  Beaulieu 

Sir   Jobu,  lord  of  MaUly  in  Sir  William  de  Foylle 

Blurry  Sir  Hugh  Bonnyu 

Sir    Geo£fry    de    Chargny    m  M.  Dannte  de  Melon 
Champagne  Sir  William  de  Creneur 

Id.  de  Montjouaa  Sir  William  de  Linnieres 

£ir  Jphn  de  Lifle  Sir  Olivier  de  St  Giles 

Sir  Oris  Mouton  de  Chambely    Sir  WiUiaiB  de  Romeneui  . 
$ir  Peter  de  Chambely,  his  bro*  Sir  John  de  CranebeB 

ther  M.  Yvon   du   Pont,  lord  of 

)d.  de  Chateau  Vilain,  in  Chani«>  ^  Rochecfaerulere 

pagne  Sir  Williarti  de  Mongy 

Sir  John  de  Montigny  Sir  John  de  Tjgny 

Sir  John  de  Maulmont  Sir  John  Brigdene 

Sir  John  de  Bpurbon  Sir  John  de  Noirtene 

Sk  PhiUp  de  Boutennillier  Sir  William  de  Paty     , 

jSir  Hugh  de  Maille  Sir  Robert  de  Chains 

Sir  Geoiiiry  de  St.  Dizier  Shr  Adam  de  Beauvilliers 

fiir  Aymery  de  la  Barre  Sir  Bontbes  de  Roges  y 

Sk  WiUiiia  de  Ble&  SirVyaiesdedt»J>eiUii 


348 

that  had  takm  them  afked>  what  they  could  paj 
for  their  rauifoins^  without  much  hurting  their  for- 
tunes; 


Sir  Mac^  de  Grofbois 
Sir  Looia  de  Nailj 
Sir  SiiDoo  Oynepuille 
Sir  Henry,  his  brother 
If.  de  Cbamprecoiir 
Sir  William  Sauvage 
Sir  WiUisuB  du  Retail 
Sir  Seqain  de  Cioux 


William  de  la  Janracere 
William  Giiaa 
Olivier  de  Rofay 
Girard  Delec 
Benurt  de  I^mont 
Heymoonet  Embert 
Jobert  d'Artey 
Richard  de  \eodel 


M*  l€   Vidame'  de    la  Roche  William  Seurin 
Dagon  John  du  Flume 

Sir  Raoul  de  Re^y  Johu  Defleat 

Sir  Jobu  de  Mirabeau  Guy  de  Boumay 

9if  Guifcard  de  Cbantylon  Le  Moine  de  Montiguy 

Bl.  Anceiia  .de  Carou,  lord  of  Guinet  de  Buyflbn 

Hes  .'    "  John  de  Briuac 

Ikf .  Guy  de9  Banes,   lord  of  Ymbett  de  ChaniboraniJ 


Chaumont 
Sir  John  de  Cloys 
M.  le  Borgne  de  Prie. 

SQUIRES. 

Pemard  cl^  Dou^nac 
Jtobert  Gilles  de  Mirauraont 
GuicbeMX  de  Maronoay 
Girard  de  Pierre 


Brunet  d'Augun 
John  Sarrayn 
Peter  de  St.  Denis 
Perriue  de  Pacha 
Ferry  Pate 
John  Dynie 
Le  Petit  d'Inchequin 
Jehannot  de  Moutabia 
Jotivet  Bufiart 


WUliam  de  la  Fo% 

R€H[>ert  de  la  Rpch^  Pierre  de  John  de  Bourmeuille 

Bias  John  Martin 

John  Ribriche»  lord  of  Corbon  Ardou^n  de  la  Touche 
Cclart  Heraufant  William  de  Lufange 

llopart  de  Hanped^Mrt  Le  Petit  Bidaut  de  h  Rochik 

Gu3Uion  Pery  degon. 

*  Many  other  bodies  flain  at  the  aforeiaid  battle,  by  licence, 
from  the  official,  and  permiifion  of  the  mayor  of  Poitiers^ 
«ei«  brought  in  carts  from  the  Freres  Miuemrs  of  that  tow%- 

a«d 
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tnnes;  and  willingly  believed  whatever  thev  told 
them ;  for  they  had  declared  publicly^  that  the/ 

did' 

■^^■K^        ■■  .1  ■  *  '      .■     I  ill        ..    I       I  ■  I.    .  I  r         ■■         ■       ■■ 

ttid  buried  in  large  graves  in  their  church-yard,  without  tbc 
church,  the  feaft-day  of  St.  Valentine  1356;  and  honourable 
obfequies  were  performed  in  all  the  churches'  and  convehts  di 
the  town  of  Poitiers,  at  the  coil  of  the  good  citizens  of  tbUt 
town. 

*  Underneath  are  the  names  of  thofe  who  were  buried  In  Ibe 
'Cburch  of  les  Freres  Prefcheurs,  of  the  town  of  Poitiers^  whidi 
1  have  taken  and  extradted  from  the  book  called  the  Kaleadar  of 
the  Convent,  and  tranilated  from  the  Latin  into  French,  cbapte 
iifth. 

The  duke  of  ^ourbon  on  the  right  of  the  great  altar. 

The  marechal  de  Clermont  on  the  oppofite  fide. 

Lower  down,  but  near  him,  fir  Aubert  d'Anget. 

After  him  the  vifcoimt  de  RochechjQuart. 

In  the  middle  of  the  choir,  Aymer  de  la  Rochefouqault* 

At  the  entrance  of  the   choir,   on  the  right,  iir  John  4t 
Sancerre* 

In  the  chapel  of  the  Magdalen,  fir  John  de  St.  Didier. 

In  the  fame  chapel,  near  the  wall,  Thibaut  de  Laval. 

In  the  chapel*  of  the  ApoiUes,  near  the  wall,  fir  Thomas  de 
Motuz.  ' 

In  the  chapel  of  our  Lady,  iir  Walter  de  Montagu. 

Adjoining  to  him,  iir  Raoul  Rabinard.  '    . 

In  the  -nave,  near  the  door,  fir  John  Ferchaut. 

Near  to  him,  fir  Peter  Marchadier,  and  Heliot  hb  brother. 

Oppofite  the  ilatue  of  St  Michael,  fir  Oliver  de  MouviUe. 

On  the  other  fide,  fir  Philip  de  Forges. 

•Before  the  great  door,  fir  William  de  Bar  and  fir  Joha  de 
NuUy. 

'  The  names  of  thofe  who  were  Interred  in  the.doiilers  of.  the 

faid  convent : 
Le  chevalier  Miloton  Sir  Oliver  de  St.  George  f 

£ir  John  de  Chambes  l^r  Ymbert  de  St  Sdtumm 

ISir  John  Macillon  Sir  John  de  Ridde 

^  Sir 


AHI  not  triiti  to  deal  baHhly  \ritti  kny  knight' W 
ti(mte  that  his  ranfom  ihonld  be  fo  bttrdenfoflui 
as  to  prevent  his  following  the  profeffion  of  arms, 
or  advancing  his  fortune* 
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Sir  Hflgh  Odard  Sir  Lewis  Dcfcrinel 

$k  Q\\e%  Cherdiemotit  Sir  Jolm  de  Yerntccntrt' 

Sir  John  de  Senyc6  Sir  Peter  Audouyn 

Sik'  Wm.  de  I>^oyiie  and  bis  fon  Sir  John  de  Vernoil 

8^  John  DroujQ  de  Metz  in  Sir  Jdm  de  MontmorHl^n  srf 

Loraine  his  fbn 

S»  Robert  d'Aulnty  Sir  Hugelin  de  Vairt 

M'dfter  John  Dannemarie  Sir  John  de  Almaigne 

Sir  John  de  k  Laing  The  lord  d^fpr^igny 

Sir  Simon  de  Renowjfle  Sir  Hu^h  de  TinAcs 

Sir  Philip  de  Pierrefiae  The  lord  of  St.  Gildafrt 

Sir  William  de  Maufenae    •        Sir  Henry  de  I'Aunoy 
Sir  William  de  Miners  Sir  Qirard  de  Helchemanc 

Sir  Raoul  de  Boutei!lier  Sir  Gourard  Guenif 

Sir  Peter  de  la  Rocdete  Sir  Vipert  Beau 

The  lord  de  la  Fayete  Str  Henry  Michhier 

A  German  called  Erroys  Pin^  Sir  John  de  Brie 

cenie  Sir  Raoul  Seil 

Sir  Boulenuille,  vifcount  d'Au^  Sir  Symon  de  Bleiy 

malle  Sir  Hugh  Orry  de  Melle 

Sir  John  Fretart       ^  Sir  Segnyn  de  Cluys 

Sir  Robert  Daucre  Sir  Thomas  de  Baignel 

Sur  John  la  Garde,  nng  appel  Sir  Peter  Baillon. 

iefilxderoy 

•  Eight  were  buried  in  three  grates,  whofe  names  and  fimSmd 
irere  unknown;  and  among  them  was  the  body  of  a  knigfati 
wfaofe  furcoat  of  arras  was  three  chevrons  or»  in  a  ilueld  gules. 

*  The  arms  of  all  the  princes,  knights,  and  lords  abofve-meiH 
tioned  were  blazoned  on  the  flails  at  the  convent,  in  order  to  ke^ 
them  in  perpetual  remembrance.' 

Bouckefs  Anncda  tAquiiaine^  4  fU  par  tit,  folio^  I  Jk 

Towiirdi 
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Towards  ntorning',  Vhen  thefe  lords  lidd  htsitit 
saafs^  and  had  eaten  and  drank  a  little^  tdiilft  the 
Servants  were  packing  up  or  loading  the  baggage^ 
<hey  decamped  and  advanced  towards  Poitiers* 

That  fame  nighty  the  lord  of  Roy  had  entered 
^he  city  of  Poitiers  with  a  hundred  lances,  that  hadi 
aaoi  been  engaged  in  the  battle,  for,  having  mtt 
fihe  duke  of  Normandy  near  Chauvigny,  lie  had 
commanded  him  to  march  for  Poitiers,  and  to 
^uard  it  until  he  fhbuld  receive  other  orders. 

Wheft  the  lord  of  Roye  had  entered  Poitiers,  he 
iirdcred  the  gates,  towers,  and  walls  to  be  well 
watched  Ihat  night,  on  account  of  the  Englifli  be-  . 
ing  fo  near;  and  on  the  morning  he  armed  allforfei  - 
^  people,  and  polled  them  wherever  hic  judged 
iBoft  convenient  for  the  defence  of  the  town. 

'tht  Englifli^  however,  paffed  by,  without  mak- 
ing a»y  attempt  upon  it ;  for  they  were  fo  laden  with 
geM,  filver,  jewels,  and  great  prifoners,  that  they 
4iid  net  attack  any  fortrefs  in  their  march,  but    * 
iibougfat  they  fliould  do  great  things  if  they  vrer« 
able  fa^  convey  the  king  of  France  and  his  fon,  with 
•H  iSteir  booty,  in  fafety  to  the  city  of  Bourdeanx. 
They  returned,  therefore^  by  eafy  marches^  on  ac- 
count ^f  thtir  prifoners  and  heavy  baggage,  never 
*  a^vaoek]^  more  than  four  or  five  leagues  a-day: 
they  encamped  early,  and  marched  in  one  compa6l 
hedy>  without  quitting  the  road,  except  the  diviiioil 
of  the  marlhah,  who  advanced  in  front,  with  about 
five  hundred  men  at  arms,  to  clear  the  country? 
They  met  with  no  refiftance  any  where ;  for  the 
whefe  country  was  in  a  ftate  of  conftematjon,  and 
3  nU 
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ftll  the  men  at  arms  had  retreated  into  tlie  firon^ 
fbrtreffes. 

During  this  march,  the  prince  of  Wal|5s  was  in^ 
formed  how  lord  James  Audley  had  made  a  pre*' 
fent  of  his  penfion  of  five  hundred  marcs  to  his 
four  fquires.  He  ient  for  him:  lord  James  was 
carried  in  his  litter  to  the  prefence  of  the  prince, 
who  received  him  very  gracioufly,  and  faid  to  him ; 
*  Sir  James,  I  have  heen  informed^  that  after  you 
had  taken  leave  of  me,  and  were  returned  to  your 
tent^  you  made  a  prefent  to  your  four  fquires  of 
the  gift  I  prefented  to  you.  I  fhould  like  to  know 
if  this  be  true,  why  you  did  fo,  and  if  the  gift  were 
not  agreeable  to  you/ 

'  Yes,  my  lord/  anfwered  lord  James,  ^  it  was 
moft  agreeable  to  me,  and  I  will  tell  you  the  rea-' 
fons  which  induced  me  to  bejftow  it  on  my  fquires. 
Thefe  four  fquires,  who  are  here,  have  long  and 
loyally  ferved  me,  on  many  great  and  dangerous  ^ 
occafions;  and  until  the  day  that  I  made  them  this 
prefent,  I  had  not  any  way  rewarded  them  for  all 
their  fervices ;  and  never  in  this  life  were  they  of 
fuch  help  to  me  as  on  that  day.  I  hold  myfelf 
much  bound  to  them  for  what  they  did  at  the 
battle  of  Poitiers ;  for,  dear  fir,  I  am  but  a  fingle 
man,  and  can  do  no  more  than  my  powers  admits 
but,  through  their  aid  and  affiftance,  I  have  ac* 
complifhed  xx\y  vow,  which  for  a  long  time  I  had 
made,  and  by  their  means  was  the  firft  combatant^ 
^d  fiiould  have  paid  for  it  with  my  life,  if  thejr 
had  not  been  near  to  me.  When,  therefore,  I 
€onfider  their  courage,  and  the  love  they  bear  ta  • 

me^ 
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me,  I  (hould  not  have  been  courteous  nor  grateful, 
if  I  had  not  rewarded  them.  Thank  Gdd,  my  lord, 
I  have  a  fuflSciency  for  my  life,  to  maintain  my  ftate ; 
and  M^ealth  has  never  yet  failed  me,  nor  do  I  believe 
it  ever  will.  If,  therefore,  I  have  in  this  a6led  con- 
trary to  your  wifhes,  I  befeech  3^011,  dear  fir,  to 
pardon  mc;  for  you  will  be  ever  as  loyally  ferved 
by  me  and  my  fquires^  to  whom  I  gave  your  pre- 
fent,  as  heretofore.'  The  prince  anfwered ;  ^  Sir 
James,  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  blame  you  for  What  you 
have  done,  but,  on  the  contrary,  acknowledge  your 
bounty  to  your  fquires  whom  you  praife  fo  much. 
I  readily  confirm  your  gift  to  them;  but  I  fliall  in- 
fifi;.upon  your  accepting  of  fix  hundred  marcs,  upon 
the  fame  terms  and,  conditions  as  the  former  gift' 

The  prince  of  Wales  and  his  army  kept  advan- 
cing, without  meeting  any  obfl;acle,  and,  having 
pafled  through  Poitou'  and  Saintonge,  cam^  to 
Blaye,  where  he  croffed  the  Garonne,  and  arrived 
in  the  good  city  of  Bourdeaux*. 

It 

— ■  . _■    ._  .  ■     -    I  1 1  • '   ■  ■  ■—  —  —  '  ■  '■— — ' — ■*— — ■ , 

*  *  A  letttgr  from  the  Black  Prince  to  the  biihop  of  Worcefter, 
^ated  20th  b6tober  1356,  relating  to  the  battle  of  Poitiers, 
wherein  the  French  king  was  made  prifoner,  &c.  Ex  regifiro 
fieginaldi  Brien,  Wigorn.  epifcopi,  fol.  113. 

*  L'ra  Dni  Principis  Wall'  de  Capcione   R.   Franciae    par 

le  prince  de  Gales. 

*  Reve'nt  piere  tn  Dieu,  et  trefcii'  ami, — ^Nous  vous  mer. 
^'ons  entiereracnt  de  ce  que  nous  avons  entendu  q'  vou3  eft^fS 
5  bien  et  fi  naturelment  porte  dev's  nous,  en  p*anj  Dieux  p'r 
■ous  et  p r  n re  exploit;  et  fumes  tout  certiens  q'  pr  caufe  de 
ous  devoutes  pVres  et  dautres,  Dieu  nous  a  en  toutes  nos 
'^^ignes   be'  vucliz    aide;     de  quoi  nous  fames  a  touz  jo'5 
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It  is  not  poffible  to  relate  all  tlte  feafts  and  enter- 
tainments  which  the  citizens  and  clergy  of  Bour- 
deaux  made  for  the  prince,  and  with  what  joy  they 
received  him  and  the  king  of  France. 

The  prince  condu6led  the  king  to  the  monafiery 
of  St.  Andrew,  where  they  were  both  lodged;  the 
king  on  one  fide,  and  the  pripce  On  the  other. 
The  prince  purchafed  from  the  barons,  knights  and 
fquires  of  Gafcony,  the  ranfoms  of  the  greater  part 


tcnuz  de  Iiii   grazier,    en  p'ant  que  v're  part  aiicy    vieullieU 

faire  en  continuant  dev's  nous  <5onie  devant  ces  Iieures  avetz  fiut 

de  quoi  nous  nous  tenons  gVment  tenuz  a  vous.    Et,  revVnt 

piere,  endroit  de  n'reeftat,  dont  nous  penceonsbien  q'  vous'defirei 

la  vVe,  nierci  doier  bones  nouveHes,  vuellietz  entendre  q'  a  U 

faiiance  de  cefles  eflions  fains  et  heures  et  tout  eo  bdn  pobt, 

loiez  en  foit  Dieux  q'  nous  donit  y  ces  mefmes  de  vous  toutes 

foitz  oir  et  fdver,  et  de  ce  nous  vuellietz  certifier  p'r  vos  i'res  et  p^ 

les  entrevenantz  a  plus  fouvent  q'  vous  p'res  bonement  en  droit  de 

nouvelles  ceandroitz,     Vueilletz  favoir  q'  la  veille  de  la  tranflatioi 

Saint  Thomas  de  Canterbire,  nouz  commenceafmes  a  chivauch'ove^ 

n're  povar  v's  les  pailies  de  France  et  fouvraignement  p'  caufc  q' 

nous  entendifmes  la  venue  de  n're  treflionu'e  feignV  et  piere  Ic  loy 

la.endroitz,  et  ^  neifines  dev's  les  parties  de  Berges  en  Bei^e, 

Orlions  et  Tours,  et  avious  nouvelles  q*  le  roy  de  France  ove 

g'nt  povar  bien  jires  de  celles  marches  veooit  p*  combattre  ove 

no's,  et  approcheafmes  tantq'  la  battaille  fe  prift  entre  nous  eo 

tiele  maniere  q'  les  ennemis  eiloient  difconiitez,   grace  en  (oit 

Dieux,  et  le   dit  roi  et  fan  fils  et  pluiieurs    autres  g'ntz  pris 

et  mortz,  les  noms  de  queauz  nous  vous  envious  p*  ;i'r^  trefcli* 

bachiler  mous'  Roger  de  Cottesford  portoir  de  celles.    Rev'ent 

piere  en  Dieux,  et  n're  trefch'  ami,  le  Saint  Efprit  vous  ail  toutc 

jours  en  fa  guarde. 

*  bonne  fouz  n're  feal  a  Birdeaux,  le  xxe  jour  d'  Odob'r.' 

Archc^ologia,  vol.  i.p*?l3« 
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df  the  French  earls  who  were  there,  and  paid  readjr 
money  for* them. 

There  were  many  meetings  and  difputes  among 
the  knights  and  fquires  of  Gafcony^  and  others,  re- 
lative to  the  capture  of  the  king  of  Prance.  On  this 
account,  Denys  de  Morbequc  truly  and  by  right  of 
arms  claimed  him.  He  challenged  another  fquire 
of  Gafcony,  named  Bernard  de  Trouttes,  who  had 
declared  that  he  had  an  equal  right  to  him.  There 
was  much  difputing  between  them  before  the  prince 
and  the  barons  prefent :  and  as  they  had  engaged  to 
fight  each  other,  the  prince  put  them  under  an  ar- 
reft,  until  they  fhould  be  arrived  in  England,  and 
forbade  any  thing  more  being  faid  on  the  fubjefi 
till  they  were  in  the  prefence  of  the  king  his  fa- 
ther. 

However,  as  the  king  of  France  gave  every  affift- 
EDce  to  fir  Denys  in  fupport  of  his  claim,  and  leaned 
more  to  him  than  to  any  of  the  other  claimants,  the 
prince  ordered  two  thoufand  nobles  to  be  given 
privately  to  fir  Denys,  in  order  to  enable  him  the 
better  to  fupport  his  rank.  '  • 

Soon  after  the  prince's  arrival  at  Bourdeaux,  the 
cardinal  de  Perigord  came  thither  as,  it  was  faid, 
ambaflador  from  the  pope.  It  was  upwards  of  a 
fortnight  before  the  prince  would  fpeak  to  him,  on 
^iccount  of  the  caftellan  of  Ampofta  and  his  people 
having  been  engaged  againft  him  at  the  battle  of 
!Poitiers.  The  prince  believed  that  th«  cardinal  had 
fent  them  thither ;  but  the  cardinal,  through  the 
means  of  his  relations,  the  lord  of  Chaumont,  the 
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lord  of  Moutferrant  and  the  captal  of  Buch,  gave 
fuch  good  reafons  for  his  condu6i  to  the  prince^  that 
he  admitted  him  to  an  audience.  Having  obtained 
thisi  he  exculpated  himfelf  fo  clearly  that  the  prince 
and  his  council  were  fatisfied  ;  and  he  regained  the 
place  he  before  held  in  the  prince's  aSe6lion.  All 
'  bis  people  were  fet  at  liberty  at  moderate  ranfoms : 
the  caflellan's  amounted  to  ten  thoufand  franks^ 
which  he  paid. 

The  cardinal^  foon  after,  began  to  touch  upon 
the  deliverance  of  king  John  :  but  I  (hall  fay  little 
on  that  head,  as  nothing  was  done  in  the  bufinefs. 

The  prince,  with  his  Gafcons  and  Englifli,  re- 
mained all  that  winter  at  Bourdeaux,  where  was 
much  feailing  and  merriment;  and  they  fooliihly 
expended  the  gold  and  Clver  they  had  gained. 

In  England  alfo,  there  were  great  rejoicings, 
when  the  news  arrived  of  the  affair  of  Poitiers,  and 
of  the  defeat  of  the  French.  Solemn  thankfgivings 
were  offered  up  in  all  churches,  and  bonefires 
made  in  every  town  and  village.  Thofe  knights 
and  fquires  who  returned  to  England,  after  having 
been  in  this  battle,  were  honoured  in  preference 
to  any  others. 
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CHAP.  CLXVII. 

THE  THREE  ESTATES  OF  FRANCE  ASSEMBLE  AT  PARIS, 
AFTER  THE  BATTLE  OF  POITIERS. 

TOURING  the  time  of  this  defeat  at  Poitiers,  the 
duke  of  Lancafter  was  ia  the  county  of  Evreux, 
on  the  borders  of  Coutantin;  and  with  him  were 
fir  Philip  de  Navarre  and  the  lord  Godfrey  de 
Harcourt.  They  had  made  war  on  Normandy 
from  that  quarter,  and  had  continued  to  do  fo  all 
that  fummer,  on  account  of  the  kinsr  of  Navarre 
whom  the  king  of  France  detained  in  prifon. 

Thefe  three  lords  had  done  all  in  their  power  to 
join  the  prince  of  Wales  ;  but  it  was  not  poffible, 
for  all  the  paffages  of  the  river  Loire  were  too  well 
guarded.  When  they  were  informed  that  the  prince 
had  made  the  king  of  France  prifoner,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  battle  of  Poitiers  had  been 
won,  they  were  much  pleafed,  and  put  an  end  to 
their  excurfions ;  for  the  duke  of  Lancafler  and  fir 
Philip  de  Navarre  wiftied  to  go  to  England,  which 
they  did.  They  fent  fir  Godfrey  de  Harcourt  to 
guard  the  frontiers,  at  St.  Sauveur  le  Vicomte, 

If  the  kingdom  of  England  and  its  allies  were 
much  delighted  with  the  capture  of  the  king  of  , 
France,  that  realm  ^  was  fore  troubled  and  vexed.' 
It  had  very  good  caufe  to  be  fo ;  for  there  were 
great  diftrefles  and  defolations  in  every  quarter,  and 
men  of  underfl:anding  forefaw  that  greater  mifchiefs 
might  arife:  fince  the  king  of  France  and  all  the 
flower  of  chivalry  of  that  kingdom  were  either  flain 
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or  made  prifoncrs,  and  the  three  fons  of  the  king, 
Charles,  Louis  and  John^  who  had  efcaped,  were 
very  young  in  years  and  underftanding,"  fp  that  no 
great  expe6lation  could  be  formed  from  them  ;  and 
neither  were  they  willing  to  undertake  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom. 

Add  to  this,  that  the  knights  and  fquires  who 
had  returned  from  the  battle  were  fo  muchdefpifcd 
aQd  blamed  by  the  common  people^  that  they  very 
unwillingly  entered  the  great  towns. 

(There  were  many  conferences  held,  and  much 
difcontent  appeared ;  when  the  mod  prtident  and 
wife  perceived  that  this  Hate  could  not  continue, 
nor  longer  go  ou  without  fome  remedy ;  for  the 
Engliih  and  Navarrois  were  in  force  in  Coutan1Jn# 
under  fir  Godfrey  de  Hari^ourt^  who  was  over- 
running «.nd  deftroying  the  cduntry.  The  prelates 
of  the  church,  bilhops  and  abbots^  and  all  the  noble- 
men and  knights,  the  provoft  of  merchants  and 
citizens  of  Paris,  as  well  as  the  council  from  the 
other  capital  towns  in  the  kingdom^  aflembled  to- 
gether in  the  city  of  Paris,  in  order  to  confult  and 
advife  upon  the  beft  manner  of  governing  the  king- 
dom of  France,  until  king  John  fhould  be  fet  at 
liberty.  But  they  were  firft  determined  to  inquire 
what  was  become  of  the  great  fums  of  money  that  had 
been  raifed  in  France  by  way  of  difmes^  maletoftes*^ 


♦  Malefosie, — an  extraordinary  tax,  or  fubiidy,  levied  the  year 
1296  by  Philip  le  Bel,  viz.  at  firft  the  value  of  the  hundredth,  and 
afterwards  of  the  fiftieth  part  of  all  either  lay  or  churchman's 
goods.--CoTGRAVE's  Dictionary.  ^ 

fubfidies^ 


359 

fubfidies^  by  the  coinage  and  other  vexations.  Not- 
withflanding  the  country  had  been  miich  harafied 
and  difirefTed  by  levying  them,  the'army  had  been 
badly  paid,  and  the  kingdom  ill  guarded  and  de- 
fended :  but  there  was  no  one  that  could  give  any 
account  of  them. 

The  clergy,  therefore,  refolved  to  felefil  twelve 
of  the  wifeft  from  among  thcmfelves,  to  confider 
and  determine  what  would  be  moft  advifable  to  be 
done. 

The  barons  and  knights  chofe  twelve  alfo,  to 
attend  to  this  bufinefs. 

The  citizens  likewife  did  the  fame,  according  to 
their  unanimous  agreement.  Thefe  thirty-fix  per- 
fonages  were  to  remain  at  Paris,  in  order  to  cQn- 
'  fer  together  upon  the  better  government  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  all  affairs  were  to  be  laid  before 
thefe  three  eftates  :  all  prelates,  noblemen,  arid  all 
cities,  towns  and  commonalties  were  to  obey  them 
and  execute  their  orders. 

In  the  beginning,  however,  there  were  many  in 
this  fele6lion  that  were  not  agreeable  to  the  duke 
of  Normandy,  or  to  his  council. 

The  firft  a6l  of  the  three  eftates  was  to  forbid 
the  coining  any  money  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
Was  then  done,  and  to  feize  the  dies.  They  next 
required  of  the  duke  of  Normandy,  that  he  would 
order  the  chancellor  of  the  king  his  father  to  be 
arreft;ed,  the  Lord  Robert  Lorris,  the  lord  Simon 

de  Buci*,  as  well  as  many  other  mafters  of  ac- 

. ^— - .  ■      '  — ' — — • 

*  He  was  firft  prefident  of  the  parliament.— Hainault. 
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counts  and  coimfellors  in  former  times  to  the  king, 
that  they  might  give  a  juft  account  of  what  Aims 
through  their  advice  had  been  levied  and  raifed  in 
the  kingdom. 

When  all  thefe  perfonages  heard  of  this^  thej 
quitted  the  realm  as  fpeedily  as  poflible^  and  took 
refuge  in  other  kingdoms  until  the  face  of  affairs 
(hould  be  changed. 


CHAP.  CLXVIII. 


¥H£  THa££  ESTATES  SEND  MEN  AT  ARMS  AGAINST  SIR 

GODFREY  D£  QAROOURT. 

^nPHE  three  eftates,  after  this,  eJR:abliflied  and  ap- 
pointed, in  their  nanies,  receivers  to  collet 
whatever  taxes  might  be  due  to  the  king,  or  to  the 
realm.  They  coined  money  of  fine  gold,  which 
was  called  Moutons*  :  and  they  would  with  plea- 
fure  have  feen  the  king  of  Navarre  delivered  from 

»■ 

*  The  gold  coin  called  Moutons  had  tlic  impreflion  of  the  Agnus 
Dei,  which  the  vulgar  niiftook  for  a  iheep :  hence  it  got  the  ridicu- 
»lous  name  of  Moutons,    This  coin  was  originally  of  the  value  of 
^twelve  fols  fix  deniers  fine  fllvcr. 

4nnals  (>f  Scotland,  vol.  iii  note,  p,  231. 

Le   niouton   d'or  was  a  coin   on   which   was  hnprefled   the 

'figure   of   a  Iamb,   with    this  infeription:    *  Agnus    Dei,    qui 

tollit  peccata  mundi,    niiferere  no1[)is;'    and  on   the  reverfe  a 

crof5,  ^\  i  h  thefe  words,  '  Chrillus  vincit,  Chriftus  regnat,  Chriflus 

inoperat.' 

-^'here  were  fifty-two  of  thefe  pieces  in  a  niarc  of  fine  gold. 

Du  Qange,  Gloss,  ad  verb.  Muitones. 
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bis  prifon  in  the  caftle  of  Crcvecour  in  Cambrefis^ 
where  he  was  confined ;  for  it  appeared  to  many 
members  of  the  three  efiates^  that  the  kingdom 
would  be  fironger  and  more  ably  defended^  pro- 
vided he  would  be  true  and  loyal ;  for  there  were 
Few  noblemen  at  that  time  in  France  that  were  able 
to  make  any  good  defence^  the  greater  part  having 
been  ilain  or  made  prifoners  at  the  battle  of  Poitiers. 
They  therefore  requefted  the  duke  of  Normandy 
to  give  him  his  liberty;  for  they  thought  he  had 
been  unjuftly  ufed,  nor  did  they  know  for  what 
reafon  he  was  a  prifoner.  The  duke  replied,  that 
he  could  not  advife  his  being  fet  at  liberty;  for  the 
king  his  father  had  ordered  him  to  be  confined,  and 
he  was  ignorant  of  the  caufe  or  reafon  of  it. 

At  this  period,  news  was  brought  to  the  duke 
and  to  three  eftates,  that  fir  Godfrey  de  Har- 
court  was  waging  a  defl;ru6live  war  againfl:  Nor- 
mandy; that  his  army,  which  was  not  very  nume- 
rous, overran  the  country  twice  or  thrice  a-week, 
as  far  as  the  fuburbs  of  Caen,  of  Saint  Lo*,  Evreux 
and  Coutances,  and  no  one  went  out  to  oppofe 
him. 

The  duke  and  the  three  efi:ates  ordered  an  expe- 
dition of  men  at  arms,  confilling  of  three  hundred 
lances  and  five  hundred  with  iron  armour:  they 
nominated  four  captains  to  command  them,  the 
lord  de  Reyneval,  the  lord  de  Chauny,  the  lord  de 
Riville,  and  the  lord  de  Frianville.  This  army  fet 
—■■■'■'      ....■■  ,  ..I ,  ■■ ,  .1      .   ,        .1  ■  ii,  .  ,1.. 

*  A  city  of  Normandy,  iituated  on  the  Vire,  diocefe  of  Cou- 
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out  from  Paris,  and  marched  to  Rouen,  wlicre 
there  wns  a  large  body  colle£ied  from  different 
parts.  There  were  many  knights  from  Artoi*  and 
Vermandois,  fuch  as  the  lord  of  Crequi,  the  lord 
Lewis  de  Havefquerquc,  the  lord  Edward  de  Renti, 
lord  John  de  Fiennes,  lord  Enguerraht  de  Hfedin, 
apd  many  others :  there  came  alfo  from  Normandy 
many  expert  men  at  arms.  Thefe  lords,  with  their 
troops,  advanced  until  they  came  to  the  city  of 
Coutances,  which  they  garrifoned. 


CHAP.  CLXIX. 


•THE    BATTLE    OF    COUTANTIN,    BETWEEN    8IR    GOD- 
FREY   DE   HARGOURT^    AND    SIR    RAOUL    DE   REY- 

NEVAL. 

* 

TI/^HEN  fir  Godfrey  de  Har court,  i^ho  was 
flrong,  bold,  and  courageous,  heard  that  the 
French  were  come  to  the  city  of  Coutances,  he 
collefiled  together  as  many  men  at  arms  as  pof&ble, 
-archers  and  other  friends,  and  faid  he  would  go  to 
meet  them.  He  left,  therefore,  St.  Sauveur  le  Vi- 
comte,  accompanied  by  about  feven  hundred  men, 
including  every  one. 

This  fame  day,  the  French  alfo  fallied  out,  and 
had  fent  forward  their  fcouts  to  examine  the  coun- 
try, who  returned  and  informed  their  lords  that 
they  had  feen  the  Navarrois. 

On  the  other  hand,  fir  Godfrey  had  fent  out  his 
^".outs^  who  had  taken  a  diflerent  road,  and,  having 
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examined  the  army  of  the  French^  had  counted 
their  banners  and  pennons^  and  to  what  numbers 
they  amounted.  Sir  Godfrey^  however,  paid  but 
little  attention  to  their  report :  he  faid,  that  fince  , 
he,  faw  his  enemies  he  would  fight  with  them.  He 
inmiediately  placed  his  archers  in  the  front  of  his 
men,  and  drew  up  in  battle-array  the  Eoglifiimen 
and  Navarrois. 

When  Jord  Raoul  de  Reyneval  perceived  how 
he  had  drawn  up  his  men,  he  ordered  part  of  the  ^ 
French  to  difmount,  and  to  place  large   fhields 
before  them  to  guard  themfelves  againft  the  arrows, 
and  for  none  to  advance  without  his  orders. 

The  archers  of  fir  Godfrey  began  to  advance,  as 

thv  -J  were  commanded,  and  to  ihoot  their  arrows 

wit.  ^  all  their  fi:rength.     The  French,  who  were 

flielt  6f ed  behind  their  (hields,   allowed  them  to 

ihoot    ^^y  ^s  this  attack  did  not  hurt  them  in  the 

leaft.        They  remained   fo   long  in  their  pofition 

without    moving,  that  thefe  archers  had  expended 

all  their    arrows  ;  they  then  cafl;  away  their  bows, 

and  bega  ^  t^  ^^^^  h9,<:k  upon  their  men  at  arms, 

who   were     drawn  up   alongfide   of  a  hedge,   fir 

Godfrey  ia     *^®  f^^^^*  with  his  banner  difplayed. 

The  French  \  ^^^^  began  to  make  ufe  of  their  bows, 

and  to  pick  ui  ^  arrows  every  where,  for  there  were 

plenty  of  them     lying  about,  which  they  employed 

againft  the  En^  ^^^^^  ^*  ^^^  ^^  Navarre.     The 

men  at  arms  all  '<>  "^a,de  a  vigorous  charge ;  and « 

the  combat  was  ve  '^Y  *^T>  ^"^  fevere,  when  thejr 

Were  come  band  to    ^^nd;  but  the  infantry  of  fir 

Godfrej    ..; 


364 

Godfrey  would  not  keep  their  ranks^  and  were 
therefore  foon  difcomfited. 

Sir  Godfrey,  upon  this,  retreated  into  a  vine- 
yard which  was  inclofed  with  ilrong  hedges,  and 
a^  many  of  his  people  as  could  get  in  followed  hrm. 
When  the  French  faw  this,  they  all  difmounted, 
fuirrounded  the  place,  and  conlidered  how  they 
could  beft  enter  it.  They  examined  it  on  every 
fide,  and  at  laft  found  an  entrance.  As  they  went 
round,  feeking  a  paifage,  fir  Godfrey  and  his*men 
did  the  fame,  and  halted  at  the  weakeft*part  of  the 
hedge. 

As  foon  as  the  French  had  gained  this  entrance, 
many  gallant  deeds  of  arms  were  performed;  but 
it  coft  the  French  de^r  before  they  were  complete 
mafiers  of  it.  The  banner  of  fir  Raoul  was  the 
firft  that  entered.  He  followed  it^  as  did  the  other 
knights  and  fquires. 

When  they  were  all  in  the  inclofure,  the  combat 
was  renewed  with  greater  vigour,  and  many  a  one 
was  beat  down.  The  army  of  fir  Godfrey  would 
not  keep  the  order  which  he  had  appointed,  ac- 
cording to  the  promife  made  to  him ;  but  the 
•greater  part  fled,  and  could  not  withfi^and  the 
French.  , 

Sir  Godfrey,  on  feeing  this,  declared,  that  he 
would  prefer  death  to  being  taken,  and,  arming 
himfelf  with  a  battle-axe,  halted  where  he  was : 
•  he  placed  one  foot  before  the  other  to  be  firmer; 
for  he  was  lame  of  one  leg,  though  very  ftrong  in 
his  arms. 

In 
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*  In  this  pofition,  he  fou£^ht  ai  long  timp  moft  va- 
liaotly,  fo  that  few  dared  to  encounter  his  blows. 
When  two  Frenchmen  mounted  their  horfes,  and, 
placing  their  lances  in  their  refts,  charged  him  at 
the  fame  time^  and  ftruck  him  to  the  ground  : 
fome  men  at  arms  immediately  rulhed  upon  him 
with  their  fwords,  which  they  ran  through  his 
body,  and  killed  him  on  the  fpot.  The  greater 
part  of  his  army  were  flain  or  made  prifoners,  and 
thofe  who  were  able  to  efcape^  returned  to  St.  Sau- 
veur  le  Vicomte.  This  happened  in  the  winter  of 
1356,  about  Martinmas. 


€1IAP.  CLXX. 


THE    PRINCE    OF    WALES    CONDUCTS    THE     KING    OF 

'FRANCE    FROM    BOURDEAUX    TO    ENGLAND- 
AFTER    the    death     of  the    before-mentioned 
knight,  fir  Godfrey  de  Harcourt,  as  foon  as 
the  country  had  been  freed  from  his  incurfions  by 
the  defeat  of  his  troops^  the  French  returned  to 
Coutances,  carrying  with  them  their  booty  and  pri- 
foners.     Shortly  afterward^  they  returned  to  Paris, 
to  the  duke  of  Normandy^  who  was  ftyled  Regent, 
and  to  the  three  eftates,  who  paid   much  honor 
to  the  knights  and  fquires  who  had  been  in  C!oif- 
t:antin. 

From  that  time,  the  town  of  St.  Sauveur  le  Vi- 
Cionrte,  and  all  the  landholders  of  fir  Godfrey  dc 
fiLarcourt,  attached  thcmfelves  to  the  Englifli ;  for 
iie  had  fold  it,  fubjecl  to  his  life,  to  the  king -of 

England* 
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England^  and  had  diCu[iherited  the  lord  Louis  de 
Ilarcourt,  his  nephew,  becaufe  he  would  not  fol- 
low his  party- 

When  the  king  of  England  was  informed  of  the 
death  of  fir  Godfrey,  he  lamented  him  much^  but 
embarked  men  at  arms,  knights,  fquires,  and  crofs- 
bowmen,  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  four  hun- 
dred men,  to  take  poiTefiion  of  St.  Sauveur  le  Vi- 
comte,  which  was  well  worth  thirty  thoufapd  livres 
annual  rent.  He  nominated  the  lord  John  Lille 
governor  of  the  lands  and  caftles. 

The  three  eftates,  all  this  time,  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  the  better  ordering  of  the  realm  of  France, 
which  was  governed  by  them. 

The  prince  of  Wales,  and  the  greater  part  of . 
thofe  lords  who  had  been  with  him  at  the  battle  of 
Poitiers,  remained  all  this  winter  at  Bourdeaux, 
revelling,  making  preparations  of  Clipping,  and 
fettling  their  own  affairs,  or  engaged  in  making 
arrangements  for  condufiiing  the  king  of  France, 
his  fon  and  the  principal  lords  who  were  prifotters> 
to  England. 

When  the  feafon  was  fufficiently  advanced,  and 
every  thing  was  ready  for  the  prince's  departure, 
he  fent  for  the  great  barons  of  Gafcony,  the  lord 
d'Albret  firft,  and  the  lords  de  Mucident,  de  TEf- 
pacjre;  dte  Longueren,  de  Pumiers,  de  Courton,  de 
Rofem,  de  Chaumont,  de  Montferrant,  de  Lan-^ 
duras,  fir  Aymery  de  Tarfe,  the  captal  de  Bucb> 
the  fouldich  de  la  Trane,  and  many  others.  He 
recei\ed  them  with  every  fign  of  afi'e6lion  and 
friciidfliii),  and  proraifed  them  great  rewards  and 
...  ..  profits. 
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profits^  which  is  all  that  a  Gafcon  loves  or  defires. 
He  then  informed  them  of  his  intention  of  going 
to  Eifgland^  that  he  (hould  take  fome  of  them  with 
him^  and  the  reft  he  Ihould  leave  in  diiferent  parts 
of  the  province,  to  guard  the  frontiers  againft  the 
French,  and  (hould  put  all  the  cities  and  caftles 
under  their  management,  as  if  they  were  their  owa 
property. 

When  the  Gafcons  learnt  that  the  prince  of 
Wales  intended  taking  away  with  him  the  king  of 
,  France,  whom  they  had  affifted  to  make  prifoner^ 
they  were  unwilling  to  confent  to  it,  and  faid  to 
the  prince ;  '  Dear  fir,  we  owe  you,  as  it  become* 
us,  all  honor  and  obedience,  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
powe;r ;  but  it  is  not  our  intention  you  Ihould  carry 
the  king  of  France  from  us,  who  have  fo  largely 
contributed  by  our  fer vices  to  place  him  in  the 
fituation  he  is  now  in.  Thank  Godi  he  is  at  pre- 
fent  well  in  health  and  in  a  good  city ;  and  we  ure 
powerful  enough  to  guard  him  againft  any  fourjce 
France  may  fend  to  take  him  from  us/ 

The  prince  replied;  '  My  dear  lords,  I  willingly 
agree  to  all  you  have  faid,  but  the  king,  my  father^ 
withes  to  have  him,  and  to  fee  him.  We  are  very 
fenfible  and  thankful  for  the  fervices  which  yo« 
have  done  both  to  him  and  myfelf,  and  you  may 
depend  on  being  handfomely  rewarded  for  them/ 
Thefe  words,  however,  did  not  fatisfy  the  Gafcons, 
nor  would  they  agree  to  the  departure  of  the  king  * 
of  France,  until  lord  Reginald  Cobham  and  fir 
John  Chandos  found  a  means  of  appealing  them. 

They 
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They  were  well  acquainted  with  the  avaricious 
diipofition  of  the  Gafcons,  and  therefore  faid  to  the 
prince,  '  Sir,  fir,  offer  them  a  handfome  fura  of 
florins,  and  you  will  fee  they  will  foon  comply  with 
whatever  you  wifti.'  Upon  this,  the  prince  offered 
them  fixty  thoufand  florins;  but  they  would  not 
lifien  to  him :  at  laft  it  was  fettled  that  the  prince 
fhould  give  them  one  hundred  thoufand  florins, 
to  be  diftrib.uted  among  the  barons  of  Gafcony, 
and  that  he  might  fet  out  with  the  king  when  he 
pleafed. 

After  this,  he  nominated  four  of  them  as  gover- 
nors of  the  country  until  his  return ;  the  lords 
d'Albret,  de  I'Efparrc,  de  Pumiers,  and  de  Rofem. 
This  being  done,  the  prince  embarked  on  board  a 
handfome  ftiip,  and  took  with  him  a  great  many 
Gafcons :  among  them  were  the  captal  de  Buch, 
fir  Aymery  de  Tarfe,  the  lord  de  Landuras,  the 
lord  de  Mucident,  the  fouldich  de  la  Trane,  and 
many  others. 

The  king  of  France  was  in  a  fliip  by  himfelf,  in 
order  that  he  mic^ht  be  more  at  his  eafe. 

In  the  fleet,  there  were  five  hundred  men  at 
arms  and  two  thoufand  archers,  to  guard  agaiuft 
any  accidents  at  fea,  and  alfo  becaufe  the  prince 
had  been  informed  before  he  left  Bourdeaux,  that 
the  three  eftates,  who  then  governed  France,  had 
raifed  two  large  armies,  which  were  pofted  in 
Normandy  and  at  Crotoy^  to  meet  the  Englifli, 


♦  A  village  in  Picardy,  near  ibe  mouth  of  the  Somrae. 
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and  to  catty  bff  the  king,  but  they  faw  nothing  of 
them. 

They  were  eleven  days  and  nights  at  fea^  and  on 
the  twelfth  they  arrived  at  Sandwich,  where  they 
diferabarked  ^and  took  up  their  quarters  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood.  They  remained  there 
two  days  to  refrefh  themielves,  and,  on  the  third, 
fet  out  and  came  to  Canterbury. 

When  the  king  of  England  was  informect  of  their 
arrival,  he  gave  orders  for  the  citizens  of  London 
to  make  fuch  preparations  as  were  fuitable  to  re- 
ceive fo  great  a  prince  as  the  king  o!^  France.  Upon 
which  they  all  drefled  themfelves  very  richly  in 
companies,  and  the  different  manufa6iories  of  cloth 
appeared  with  various  pageants. 

The  king  and  prince  ^remained  one  day  at  Can- 
terbury,^ where  they  made  their  offerings  to  the 
fhrine  of  St.  Thomas.  > 

On  the  morrow,  they  rode  to  Rochefter,  where 
they  repofed  themfelves.  The  third  day  they  came 
to  Dartford,  and  the  fourth  to  London,  where  they 
were  received  with  every  honor  and,diftin6lion,  as 
indeed  they  had  been  by  all  the  chief  towns  on 
their  road. 

The  king  of  France,  as  he  rode  through  London, 
was  mounted  on  a  white  fteed,  with  very  rich  fur-* 
niture,  and  the?  prince  of  Wales  on  a  little  black 
hackney  by  his  fide.  He  rode  through  -  London 
thus  accompanied  to  the  palace  of  the  Savoy,  which 
was  part  of  the  inheritance  of  the  duke  of  Lau- 
c  after. 

Vol.  IL  Bb  There 
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There  the  king  of  France  kept  his  hbul^old  for 
fome  time:  and  there  he  was  vifited  by  the  king 
and  queen  of  England^  who  often  entertained  him 
fumptuoufly,  and  afterward  were  very  frequent  in 
their  vifits,  confoling  him  all  in  their  power. 

The  cardinals  de  Perigord  and  de  St.  Vital  foon 
after  came  to  England^  b}'  command  of  pope  In- 
nocent VI.  They  endeavoured  to  make  peace  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms^  which  they  laboured  hard 
to  eSeSi^  but  without  fuccefs.  However^  by  fome 
fortunate  means  they  procured  a  truce  between  the 
two  kings  and  their  allies^  to  lall  until  St.  John  the 
Baptift's  day  1339. 

The  lord  Philip  de  Navarre  and  his  allies^  the 
countefs  of  Montfort  and  the  duchy  of  Brittany^ 
were  excluded  from  this  truce. 

Shortly  afterward,  the  king  of  France, and  all 
his  houfehold  were  removed  from  the  palace  of  the 
Savoy  to  Windfor  Caftle*^  where  he  was  permitted 
to  hunt  and  hawk^  and  take  what  other  diverfions 
lie  pleafed  in  that  neighbourhood^  as  well  as  the 
lord  Philip  his  fon.  The  reft  of  the  French  lords 
remained  at  London^  but  they  vifited  the  king  as 
often  as  they  pleafed,  and  were  prifoners  on  their 
parole  of  honor. 


:  *  He  was  afterward  coufiued  in  Hertford  Caftle,  under  the 
giwrd  of  Roger  de  Beaucliamp.  David  king  of  Scotland  was 
likewife  a  prifoner  there.  John  was  removed  to  different  other 
caftles,  from  a  fufpicion  of  his  being  delivered  /by  treafon  or 
force.^^AsHMoLE. .  , 
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CHAP.  CkXXI. 

DAVID    BRUCE,     KING    OF    SCOTLAND,     OBTAINS    HU 

LIBERTY. 

Y^U  have  before  heard  how  king  David  of  Scot- 
land had  been  a  prifoner  in  England,  where 
he  had  remained  upwards  of  niqe  years.  Shortly 
after  this  truce  w  as  agreed  to  between  France  and 
England,  the  two  cardinals,  in  conjun6iion  with  the 
bifhop  of  St.  Andrew's  in  Scotland,  undertook  the 
enlargement  of  the  king  of  Scotland. 

The  treaty  was  formed  upon  this  ground,  that 
the  king  of  Scotland  fliould  never  bear  arms  againil 
the  king  of  England,  in  his  realm  :  neither  advife 
nor  confent  that  any  of  his  fubje6ts  fhould  nioleil 
or  wage  war  upon  the  Englifli :  that  the  king  of 
Scotland,  upon  his  return  to  his  kingdom,  ibould 
make  every  exertion  in  his  power  to  obtain  his  fub- 
je6i8'  confent  that  the  crown  of  Scotland  be  held 
in  fief  and  homage  from  the  king  of  England.  If 
the  country  would  not  fubmit  to  this,  then  the  king 
of  Scotland  Ihould  fwear  folemnly  to  maintain  and  , 
keep  a  firm  and  lafting  peace  with  the  king  of 
England. 

He  was  alfo  to  bind  hirafelf  and  his  kingdom,  as 
its  own  reaj  lord  and  heir,  in  the  payment  of  five 
hundred  thoufand  nobles  within  tea  years.  And 
upon  the  demand  of  the  king  of  England  he  wa« 
to  fend  good  hoftages  and  fecurlties  for  the  per- 
formance of  this  treaty^  fgch  as  the  earl  of  Douglas, 
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the  carl  of  Moray^  the  earl  of  Mar,  the  earl  of 
Sutherland,  the  earl  of  Fife,  fir  Thomas  Biflet  and 
the  hifllop  of  Caithnefs,  who  were  to  remain  in 
England  as  prifoners  or  hoftages  for  their  lord  and 
king  until  there  fhould  have  been  paid  the  whole 
of  the  aliove  fum. 

Public  inftruments  were  drawn  up  according  to 
thefe'  refolutions  and  obligations,  with  letters  pa- 
tent, fealed  by  each  of  the  kings. 

The  king  of  Scotland  then  left  England,  and  re- 
turned to  his  own  country,  with  his  queen  Jo- 
hanna*, filler  to  the  king  of  England.  He  was 
received  by  his  fubje6ls  with  every  honorable  mark 
of  difi:in6lion,  and,  after  having  vifited  them,  gave 
orders  for  his  caftle  of  Scone,  near  Perth,  to  be  re- 


*  *  There  is  a  flrange  diveriity  among  hiflorians  concerniog 
the  time  of  the  death  of  this  ill-fated  lady.  Fordun,  I.  xiv. 
c.  16\  fays,  that  ilie  went  to  England  in  1357>  and  died  after  fhe 
had  remained  there  fome  time.  In  Scala  Chron.  ap.  Leiand,  it 
is  faid,  the  queen  of  Scotland,  iifler  to  king  Edward,  came  out 
of  Scotland  to  Wyiidefore,  to  fpeak  with  him,  and  after  was  with 
her  mtither,  queen  Ifabella,  at  Hertford,  and  there  died.  This 
imports,  that  fhe  died  either  before  her  mother,  or  foon  af^er  her. 
It  is  certain  her  mother  died  in  the  autumn  1358.  Fordun  and' 
the  author  of  Scala  Chronica  ar<^in  a  miibake.  Queen  Johanna 
mufl  have  lived  beyond  the  year  1357  or  the  year  I3ii8.  Her 
bufb'and  f|>eaks  of  her  as  alive  on  the  21il  February  13^8-9, 
Foedeni,  vol.  vi.  p.  180.  Nay  more,  on  the  2d  May  1362,  a 
palTport  is  granted  by  Edward  III.  to  John  Herying,  the  fervant 
jof  Johanna  queen  of  Scotland,  our  fifter,  Fojdera ; — and,  there- 
fore, I  incline  to  follow  Walfingham,  p.  1 79,  who  places  her  death 
in  V36'2J — Annals. 
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paired,  as  it  was  iit  ruins.  This  is  a  ^ood  and 
commercial  town,  iituated  upon  a  river  called  the 
Tajr*. 


CHAP.  CLXXII. 

THE  DUKE  OF  LANCASTER  LAYS  SIEGE  TO  RENNET. 

A  BOUT  the  middle  of  May,  in  the  year  1337, 

the  duke  of  Lancafier  raifed  a  large  body  of 

men  at  arms,  of   Englilh  and   Bretons,   for    the 

afliflance  of  the  counteft  of  Montfort  and  her  young 

*  ^  The  treaty^  which  had  been  in  agitation  fo  many  years, 
was  at  length  concluded,  at  Berwick,  3d  Odpber  1357.  By  it 
the  king  of  Scots  was  releafed,  after  a  captivity  of  eleven  years* 
The  Scottiih  nation  agreed  to  pay  one  hundred  thoufand  marks 
flerling  as  the  ranfom  of  their  fovereign,  by  yearly  payments  of 
ten  thoufand  marks  on  the  24th  June. 

*  Twenty  young  men  of  quality,  and  among  them  the  eldefl 
fon  of  the  Stewart,  were  to  be  given  as  hoibiges :  and  for  furtl^cr 
fccurity,  three  of  the  following  great  lords  were  to  place  them- 
felves  in  tlie  hands  of  the  £nglifh:  the  Stewart,  the  earls  of 
March,  Mar,  Rofs,  Angus,  and  Sutherland,  lord  Douglas  and 
Thomas  Moray  of  Bothwell.  It  was  provided,  that  a  truce  ihould 
continue  between  the  two  nations  until  complete  payment  of  the 
ranfqm. 

*  The  king  of  Scots,  the  nobility  and  the  boroughs,  ratified 
this  treaty  the  5th  of  Odober,  and  the  bifhops  ratified  it  on  the 
following  day. 

*  David,  immediately  after  Iris  rel^fe,  fummoned  a  parliament, 
laid  the  treaty  before  the  three  eflates,  obtained  their  approbation, 
and  then  ratified  tlie  treaty  anew,  at  Scone,  6th  November/— 
Annals  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii«  p.  244. 
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fon,  who  at  that  time  bore  arms,  and  was  a  party  in 
their  excurfions.     There  might  be  a  thoufand  men 
•  at  arms,  well  equipped  and  appointed,    and  five 
hundred  others  among  the  archers. 

This  army  left  Hennebon,  fcouring  and  burning 
all  the  country  until  they  came  to  the  good  town  of 
Renncs,  which  the  duke  befieged  on  every  fide,  and 
lay  a  long  time  before  it,  making  many  affaults,  by 
which  he  gained  not  much,  for  there  were  in  the 
town  the  vifcount  de  Rohan,  the  lord  de  Laval,  fir 
'Charles  de  Dinan,  and  many  others. 
.    There  was  alfo  in  the  town  a  young  knight-bache- 
lor called  fir  Bertrand  du  Guefclin,  who,  during  the 
fiege  of  Rennes,  fought  with  an  Englifhman  named 
fir  Nicholas  Dagworth.     The  terms  of  the  combat 
were  to  be  three  courfes  with  fpears,  three  ftrokes 
with  battle-axes,   and  three  ftabs   with  daggers. 
The  two  knights  behaved  mofl:  valiantly,  and  parted 
.  without  hurting  each  other.     They  w6re  feen  with 
pleafure  by  both  armies*. 


*  The  hlftorian  of  Brittany  fays,  it  was  William  de  Blaoc- 
bourg,  brother  to  the  governor  of  Fougerai,  who  had  been  ll.iin 
by  Bertrand.  In  confirmation  of  this,  Dugdale  ni^kes  no  men- 
tion of  this  duel,  which  he  would  probably  have  doqe,  had  fir 
Nicholas  Dagworth  been  the  perfon. 

Bertrand,  in  the  firfl  courfe,  pierced  the  coat  of  mail  of 
Blancbourg,  and  his  own  helmet  fuffered  the  fame.  The  two 
enfuing  courfes  were  harmU'fs.  Bertrand  afk^d  if  he  would  run 
three  more:  which  was  accepted,  ^n  tho  tirH  courfe,  Bertrand 
flruck  him  fo  violently  on  the  body,  his  lance  entered  very  deep, 
and  uiihorfed  him.  He  would  not  kill  him,  from  reipcd  to  the 
duke  of  Lancafler,  but  feized  his  horfe,  which  he  carried  away  as 
a  trophy  of  his  victory. 

The 
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The  lord  Charles  of  Blois  was  at  that  time  return- 
ed to  the  country :  but,  as  he  could  not  bear  arms 
himfelf,  he,  was  perpetually  teazing  the  regent  of 
France  to  fend  him  a  fufficiency  of  men. at  arms  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  Rennes.  But  the  regent  was  too 
much  occupied  with  the  affairs  of  France,  which 
wer^  in  great  confufion,  to  attend  to  his  requeft, 
and  therefore  the  fiege  of  Rennes  was  flill  con- 
tinued. 


CHAP.  CLXXIII. 

A  KNIGHT  OF  THE  COUNTRY  OF  EVREUX,  CALLED 
^IR  WILLIAM  DE  GRATILLE,  RE-CONQUERS  THE 
CITY  AND  CASTLE  OF  EVREUX  FROM  THlE  KING 
OF  FRANCE,  WHO  HAD  TAKEN  IT  FROM  THE 
KING   OF    NAVARRE. 

A  KNIGHT,  named  the  lord  de  Graville,  who 
was  attached  to  the  king  of  Navarre  by  his  faith 
and  oath,  was  much  hurt  at  his;  imprifonment,  as 
were  likewife  many  of  the  inhabitantsof  the  Evreux; 
but  they  could  not  help  themfelves  fo  long  as  the 
caflle  was  in  the  ignemy's  poffeffion.  This  fir  Wih 
liam  lived  about  two  fliort  leagues  from  Evreux,  and 
whenever  he  came  to  that  city,  was  received  by  a 
citizen,  who  in  former  times  had  been  a  great  friend 
to  the  king  of  Navarre.  ^ 

When  fir  William  came  to  the  houfe  of  this  citi- 
zen, he  eat  with  him,  and,  during  their  repafi:s, 
difcourfed  on  various  fubje£ls^  but  generally  of  the 

B  b  4  king 


S76 

king  of  Navarre,  and  of  his  imprifonment  which 
vexed  them  forely. 

It  happened  one  day  that  fir  William  faid  to  him ; 
'  If  you  will  give  pie  your  affifiance,  I  will  furely 
re-conquer  this  city  and  caftle  for  the  king  of  Na- 
varre.' ^  How  wilLyou  do  that  ?*  replied  the  citi- 
zen, *  for  the  governor  is  ftrongly  attached  to  the 
French  intereft  \  and,  without  having  gained  the 
caftle^  we  dare  not  (hew  ourfelves,  for  he  is  mafier 
of  the  town  add  fuburbs.'  Sir  William  anfwered; 
'  I  will  tell  you :  you  muft  ^^t  three  or  four  citizens 
of  your  friends,  that  are  of  the  fame  way  of  think-^ 
ing  as  yourfelf,  and  fill  your  houfes  well  with  armed 
inen  that  can  be  depended  on;  and  I  promife  yoii 
on  my  head,  that  we  will  enter  the  caftle  by  a  trick, 
without  incurring  any  danger/ 

The  citizen  was  fo  aflive,  that  he  foon  colle^jted 
a  hundred  of  his  friends,  who  were  as  well  inclined 
as  himfelC 

Sir  William  went  in  and  out  of  the  town  withoqt 
any  fufpicion;  for  he  had  not  borne  arms  in  the  laft 
expedition  with  the  lord  Philip  de  Navarre,  beeaufe 
the  greater  part  of  his  property  Jay  near  to  Evreux, 
and  the  king  of  France,  at  the  time  he  conquered 
Evreux,  had  made  all  the  landholders  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood fwear  allegiance  to  him,  otherwife  he 
would  have  taken  pofleflion  of  their  lands ;  he  had 
thus  only  gained  outwardly  their  affeftions,  but 
their  hearts  remained  attached  to  the  interefi  of 
Navarre. 

If  king  John^  however,  had  been  in  France,  WM 
fir  William  would  not  have  dared  to  attempt  what 

he 
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he  performed.  But  he  perceived  the  emharrafled 
fiate  of  public  affairs^  and  that  the  three  efiates 
were  defirous  of  giving  the  king  of  Navarre  his 
liberty. 

Sir  William  having  made  his  preparations,  the 
citizens  were  apprifed  what  they  were  to  do  :  he 
^rmed  himfelf  at  all  points,  put  on  a  fl|iort  gown, 
and  oyer  all  his  cloak.     He  had  under  his  arm  a 
fmall  battle-axe,  and,  thus  equipped,  he  came,  at- 
tended by  his  fervant,  whom  he  had  let  into  the 
fecrct,  to  walk  upon  the  fquare  before  the  caftle, 
as  had  been  of  late  bis  cuftom.     He  walked  there 
fo  long  a  lime,  that  the  governor,  who  ufually 
came  to  the  gate  twice  or  thrice  about  that  time^ 
opened  the  gate  of  the  caftle  to  look  about  him, 
but  it  was  only  the  wicket-gate,  and  he  placed  him- 
felf right  before  it.     When  fir  William  perceived 
him,  he  approached  nearer  by  little  and  little,  fa- 
luting  him  moll  refpe6lfully.  Thegovernor,  though 
he  returned  the  falute,  kept  his  pofition.     Sir  Wil- 
liam, however,  at  lall  came  up  to  him/ and  began 
to  converfe  with  him  on  different  fubje6ls :  he  in^ 
quired  if  he  had  heard  what  was  doing  in  France. 
The  governor,   from  being  conftantly  fliut  up  in 
the  caftle,  had  enjoyed  little  communication  from 
without,  and,  being  eager  to  learn  the  news,  replied 
that  he  had  heard  nothing,  and  would  thank  him 
to  let  him  know  what  was  paffing.     ^  Very  wil- 
lingly,' anfwered  fir  William:  /  Itjs  reported  in 
France,  that  the  kings  of  Denmark  and  Iceland 
have  made  an  alliance,  and  have  fworn  never  to 
return  to  their  Own  countries  before  they  fhall  have 
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defirojed  England  and  brought  back  the  king  of 
France  to  Paris.  They  have  an  armament  at  fea, 
with  upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  men  :  and 
ihe  Englifli  are  fo  much  alarmed  and  frightened 
that  they  know  not  which  way  to  turn  themfelves 
to  defend  their  coafis  ;  for  it  was  a  very  old  faying 
with  them  that  they  were  to  be  deflroyed  by  the 
Danes/  The  governor  inquired  from  whom  he 
had  learnt  this  news :  fir  William  faid,  that  a 
knight  in  Flanders  had  written  it  to  him  as  a  fa6l, 
and  added,  '  He  has  fent  me  the  handfomefl  fet  of 
cheft  men  I  ever  faw.'  He  had  invented  this  tale> 
becaufe  he  had  learnt  the  governor  was  very  fond 
of  playing  at  chefs.  The  governor  faid,  he  fhould 
be  very  glad  to  fee  them.  '  Well/  replied  fir  Wil- 
liam^ '  I  will  fend  for  them^  but  on  condition  you 
play  with  me  for  fome  wine  /  and,  turning  to  his 
fervant,  faid,  '  Go,  look  for  the  chefs-board  and 
men,  and  bring  them  to  us  at  the  gate/ 

The  fervant  fet  off,  and  the  governor  and  fir 
William  entered  the  firfi:  gate  of  the  cafiile.  The 
governor  fattened  the  wicket  on  the  infide  with  a 
bolt,  but  did  not  lock  it.  Sir  William  faid  ;  ^  Go- 
vernor, open  this  fecondgatc :  you  may  do  it  with- 
out any  rifk/  The  governor  opened  the  wicket 
only,  and  let  fir  William  pafs  through  to  fee  the 
infide  of  the  caftle,  while  he  himfelf  followed. 

The  fervant,  in  the  mean  time,  went  to  thofe 
citizens  who  had  the  armed  men  in  their  houfes, 
jed  them  up  to  the  cafi;le,  and  then  blew  his  horn, 
as  had  been  agreed  on  between  him  and  his  mafi^r. 
When  fir  William  heard  the  horn,  he  faid  ijo  the 
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governor  ;  '  Let  us  go  out^  and  pafs  this  fecohd 
gate,  for  my  fer vaut  will  foon  return.  *  Sir  William 
re-pafled  this  wicket,  and  ilood  clofe  hy  it  on  the 
other  fide.  When  the  governor  had.  put  one  foot 
through,  and  had  lowered  his  head,  fir  William 
drew  out  the  axe  he  had  under  his  cloak,  and 
ilruck  him  fuch  a  blow  that  he  fplit  his  head  afun- 
der,  and  felled  hitn  dead  on  the  fill  of  the  door. 
He  then  went  to  the  firfl:  gate,  which  he  opened. 

The  watch  of  the  cafl;le  had  heard  with  afi^onilh- 
ment  the  fervant's  horn,  for  it  had  been  proclaimed 
in  the  city^  that  no  one  fliould  dare  to  found  a 
horn,  under  pain  of  lofing  his  hand.  He  perceived 
alfo  armed  men  running  towards  the  cafile  :  upon 
which  he  founded  his  horn,  and  cried  out,  ^  Trea- 
fon  !   treafon  ! ' 

Thoft  that  were  in  the  caftle  hafiened  to  the 
gate,  which  to  their  furprife,  they  found  open^  the 
governor  lying  dead  acrofs  it,  and  fir  William,  his 
axe  in  his  hand,  guarding  the  paflage.  The  men 
at  arms,  who  were  to  affift  him,  foon  arrived,  and, 
having  pafied  the  firfi;  and  fecond  gates,  fiercely 
drove  back  the  garrifon. 

Several,  were  killed,  and  as  many  taken  as  they 
chofe.  They  entered  the  caftle  :  and  in  this  manner 
was  the  ftrong  cafile  of  Evreux  retaken:  the  citi- 
zens and  inhabitants  of  the' town  immediately  fur- 
rendered,  when  they  drove  out  all  the  French. 

They  fent  to  inform  lord  Philip  de  Navarre  of 
this  event,  who  was  but  lately  returned  from  Eng- 
land. He  came  immediately  to  Evreux,  land  made 
it  his  principal  garrifon  to  carry  the  war  into  the 
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rich  country  of  Normandy.  There  were  with  him 
fir  Robert  Knolles^  fir  James  Pipe,  the  lord  Fricquet 
de  Fricquant,  le  Bafcle  de  Marneil,  fir  John  Jewel/ 
who  afterwards,  as  you  will  hear  in  this  hifl;ory,  did 
much  mifchief  to  France. 


CHAP,    CLXXIV. 


TUE   ARCHPRIEST    ASSEMBLES    A    COMPANV     OF    MEN 
AT  ARMS.    HE  IS  MUCH  HONOURED  AT  AVIGNON. 

yi  BOUT  this  period,  a  knight,  named  fir  Arnold 
de  Cervole,  but  more  commonly  called  the 
Archpriefi,  colle6led  a  large  body  of  men  at  arn}s, 
who  came  from  all  parts,  feeingthat  their  pay  would 
not  be  continued  in  France,  and  that>  fince  the  cap- 
ture of  ihe  king,  there  was  not  any  probability'  of 
their  gaining  more  in  that  country. 

They  marched  firfi;  into  Provence,  where  they 
took  many  fi:rong  towns  and  cafi;les,  and  ruined 
the  country  by  their  robberies  as  far  as  Avigiioii. 
Pope  Innocent  VI.,  who  refided  in  Avignon,  was 
much  alarmed,  as  not  knowing  what  might  be  tbe 
intentions  of  the  archpriefl;,  the  leader  of  thefe 
forces ;  and,  for  fear  of  perfonal  infult,  he  and 
the  cardinals  kept  their  houfeholds  armed  day  and 
night. 

When  the  archpriefi;  and  his  troops  had  pillaged 

all  the  country,  the  pope  and  clergy  entered  into 

treaty  with  him.     Having  received  proper  fecurity, 

he  and  th^  greater  part  of  his  people  entejf^d  Avig-r 
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aon^  where  lie  was  received  with  as  much  relpeS 
as  if  he  had  been  fon  to  the  king  of  France.  He 
dined  many  times  with  the  pope  and  cardinals^  who 
gave  him  abfolution  from  all  his  fins ;  and^  at  his 
departure^  they  prefented  him  with  forty  thoufand 
crowns,  to  diflribute  among  his  companions. 

Thefe  men,  therefore,  marched  away  to  diiferent 
places,  following,  however,  the  direflions  of  the 
archpriefl. 


CHAP.   CLXXV. 


A  WELSHMAN,  OF  THE  NAME  OF  RUFFIN*,  COMMANDS 
A  TROOP  OF  THE  FREE  COMPANIES. 

AT  this  time  alfo,  there  was  another  company  of 
men  at  arms,  or  robbers,  coUefled  from  all 
parts,  who  Rationed  themfelven  between  the  rivers 
Loire  and  Seine,  fo  that  no  one  dared  to  travel  be- 
tween  Paris  and  Orleans,  nor  between  Paris  and 
Montargis,  or  even  to  remain  in  the  country :  the 
inhabitants  of  the  plains,  and  near  Orleans,  had 
all  fled  to  Paris. 

This  company  had  chofen  for  their  leader  a 
Wellhman,  of  the  name  of  Griffith,  whom  they 
had  knighted,  and  who  acquired  fuch  immeafe 
riches,  as  could  not  be  counted^ 

Thefe  companies  advanced  one  day  near  to 
Paris,  another  day  towards  Orleans,  another  time 
to  Chartres ;  and  th^re  was  no  town  nor  fortrefs 
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but  what  was  taken  and  pillaged,  excepting  fuch 
as  were  ftrongly  garrifoned. 

St.  Arnout*,  Galardonf,  Brouraaulx,  Aloes, 
EftampesJ,  Chartres§,  Montleherylj,  Plouviers  in 
the  Gatinois,  Millyf,  Larchant**,  Chatillonft, 
MontargisJJ,  Yflieres,  were  plundered,  and  lb 
many  other  towns  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  re- 
count them  all. 

They  rode  over  the  country  in  parties  of  twenty, 
thirty  or  forty,  meeting  with  none  to  check  their 
pillage. 

While,  on  the  fea-coaft  of  Normandy,  there  were 
a  ftill  greater  number  of  Englifh  and  Navarrois, 
plunderers  and  robbers.  Sir  Robert  KnoUes  was 
their  leader,  who  conquered  every  town  and  cafilc 
he  came  to,  as  there  was  no  one  to  oppofe  him. 

Sir ,  Robert  had  followed  this  trade  for  fome 
time,  and  by  it  had  gained  upwards  of  100,000 
crowns.  He  kept  a  great  many  foldiers  in  his  pay ; 
and,  being  very  liberal,  he  was  cheerfully  followed 
and  obeyed. 


♦  A  town  ia  Beauce,  ele6tion  of  Dourdon. 

tAtowninBeauce,  ele6tion  of  Chartres. 

X  A  city  in  Beauce,  thirteen  leagues  from  Paris. 

§  A  city  of  Orieanois,  capital  of  Beauce,  twenty-two  leagues 
from  Paris. 

II  A  toWn  in  the  ifle  of  France,  feven  leagues  from  Paris. 
•  IT  A  inarket-town  in  Gatinois. 

**  St.  Mathurin  de  Larchant,  a  town  in  Gatinois. 

tt  A  town  in  Beauce,  eledion  of  Ch^teaudun. 

tt  Capital  of  Gatinois>  twenty-feven  leagues  and  a  half  frcpm 
Paris. 
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CHAP.  CLXXVr. 

THE  PROVOST  OP  THK  MERCHANTS  OF  PARIS  KILLS 
THREE  KNIGHTS  IN  THE  APARTMENT  OF  THE 
RLGENT. 

TOURING  the  time  that  the  three  eftates  go- 
verned the  kingdom^  all  forts  of  people  united 
themfelves  together,  under  the  name  of  Free  Com- 
panies: they  made  war  upon  every  man  that  was 
worth  robbing. 

I  mull  here  inform  you,  that  the  nobles  and 
prelates  of  the  realm  and  church  began  to  be  weary 
of  the  government  and  regulations  of  the  three 
eftates:  they  therefor^  permitted  the  provoft  of  the 
merchants  at  Paris  to  fummon  fome  of  the  citizens, 
becaufe  they  were  going  greater  lengths  than  they 
approved  of. 

It  happened  one  day,  when  the  regent  of  France 
was  in  his  palace  at  Paris,  with  many  knights^ 
nobles  and  prelateiS,  that  the  provoft  of  the  mer- 
chants colle6led  alfo  a  great  number  of  the  common 
people  of  Paris  who  were  devoted  to  him,  all  wear-/ 
ing  caps*  fimilar  to  his  own,  that  they  might  know 
each  other;  and,  attended  by  this  crowd,  the  pro- 
voft came  to  the  palace. 

He  entered  the  apartment  of.  the  duke,  and  de- 
manded of  him,  in  an  infblent  manner;  to  take  the 
management  of  the  kingdom  of  France,  and  to 
govern  it  wifely  (fince  it  would  become  his  by  in- 

♦  Mi  pirtie  bleu. 
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heritance),  that  all  thofe  free  companies,  who  at 
prcfent  were  overrunning  the  country,  might  be 
prevented  from  doing  further  mifchief. 

The  duke  replied,  that  he  w^ould  very  willingly 
comply  with  his  requeft,  if  he  had  the  means  to 
carry  it  into  execution;  but  that  it  more  properly 
belonged  to  thofe  who  had  raifed  and  received  the 
impofis,  due  to  the  realm,  to  perform  it.  I  cannot 
pretend  to  fay  how  it  happened,  but  words  increafed 
fo  much  and  with  fuch  warmth  that  at  laft  three  of 
the  principal  counfcllors  of  the  duke  were  flain,  and 
fo  near  to  hin^that  their  blood  flew  T)ver  his  robe  : 
he  himfelf  was  in  very  great  danger,  but  they  had 
put  one  of  their  caps  on  his  head,  and  he  confented 
to  pardon  the  death  of  his  three  knights.  Two  of 
them  were  knights  of  arms,  and  the  other  of  laws. 
Their  names  were,  the  lord  Robert  de  Clermont, 
a  gallant  and  magnificent  knight>  and  the  lord  de 
Confians:  the  knight  of  laws  was  the  lord  Simon 
de  Buci*. 


*  Etienne  Marcel  was  provoft  of  the  merchants.  The  preiident, 
Henault,  only  mentions  Robert  de  Clermont,  marechal  de 
Norniandie,  and  Jean  de  Confians,  marechal  de  Champagne,  as 
having  been  flain  in  the  apartment  of  the  regent. — Mezeray  fays 
the  fame.  Simon  de  Buci  he  Hates  as  premier  preiident,  and 
tnobled  1069.  This  infolence  of  Marcel  he  puts  under  the  year 
J 358^  and  the  King  of  Navarre's  efcape  from  prifon  1357. 
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CHAP.  CLXXVII. 


PY    WHAT    MEANS    THE    KING    OF  NAVARRE  ESqAPES' 

OUT    OP    PRISON. 

gHORTLY  after  this  happened,  the  lord  Joha 
de  Piquigny  and  forae  other  knights,  through 
the  advice  of  the  provofl  of  merchants  and  the 
principal  perfons  of  fome  of  the  other  confiderable 
towns,  went  to  the  ftrong  caftle  of  AUeres^  in 
Pailleul,  fituated  in  Picardy,  where  the  king  of 
Navarre  was  imprifoned,  under  the  guard  of  fir 
Triftan  du  Bois.  Thefe  geptlennen  brought  fuch 
certain  and  alTured  tokens  to  the  ^ovemor  that  he 
allowed,  them  to  watch  the  opportunity  when  fir 
Triftan  fliould  be  abfent,  fo  that  by  their  means  the 
king  of  Navarre  was  delivered  out  of  his  prifon, 
and  carried  by  them,  with  great  joy,  to  Amiens, 
where  he  was  gladly  q.ad  honourably  received. 

He  difmounted  at  the  houfc  of  a  canon^  who  was 
much  attached  to  him,  whofe  name  was  the  lord 
Guy  Kyrec.  The  king  was  conducted  thither  by 
lord  John  de  Piquigny,  and  he  remained  with  th^ 
canon  fifteen  days,  until  he  had  completed  his 
*  equipage,  and  was  aflured  of  the  duke  of  Nor-^ 
mandy's  difpofitions;  for  the  provofl;  of  merchants^ 
who  much  loved  him,  obtained  by  intreaties  his 


*  Q.  if  not  Aller}^  wbich  is  a  town  in  Picardy,  near. to  Amiens^ 
Jt  was  faid  before^  that  the  caille  of  Crevecceur  was  his  prifon^ 
•.—Barnes  fays  it  was  Arleux,  a  town  in  the  diocefe  of  Cambray 
9ud  Douay. 

VojL.  IL  C  c  P^rdQi) 
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pardon  from  the  duke^  as  well  as  from  his  fellow- 
ciHzens  at  Paris. 

Upon  this,  the  king  of  Navarre  was  efcorted  to 
Paris  by  the  h)rd  John  de  Piquigny  ^nd  others 
citizens  of  Amiens,  where  tie  was  gladly  feen  by 
all  forts  of  people :  even  the  duke  of  Notmaody 
entertained  him ;  for  it  was  neceffary  he  flioald  do 
fo,  as  the  provoft  and  his  fa6lion  had  exhorted  him 
to  it;  and  the  duke  diflembled  his  own  inclina- 
tions^ to  comply  with  thofe  of  the  provoft  and 
the  Parifians. 


CHAP.  CLXXVIII. 

THE     RING     OF    NAVARRE     MAKES     A     SOLEMN    HA* 

RANGUE    TO    THE   PARISIAN'S. 

Al/'HET^  the  king  of  Navarre  had  been  fome  time 
in  Paris,  he  colle6ted  an  affembly  of  all  forts 
of  people;  prelates,  knights,  and  the  ftudents  at 
the  univerfity.  He  made  to  them  a  very  long  and 
ftudied  harangue  in  Latin.  The  duke  of  Nor- 
mandy was  likewife  prefent.  He  complained  of 
the  grievances  and  ills  he  had  unjuftly  fuffered, 
and  faid,  that  no  one  could  poffibly  entertain  a 
doubt  but  that  his  fole  wifh  muft  be  to  live  and  die 
defending  the  realm  and  crow  n  of  France. 

It  was  his  duty  fo  to  do ;  for  he  w  as  defcended 
from  it,  in  a  direS;  line,  both  bv  father  and  mo- 
thcr ;  and  by  his  words  he  gave  them  to  under- 
ftand,  that  if  he  chofe  to  challenge  the  realm  and 
cruvva  of  Fiance  for  himfelf,  he  could  fli^w  that 

his 


§87 

his  right  to  them  was  inconteftably  fitdnger  thaii 
that  of  the  king  of  England. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  he  was  heard  with 
great  attention^  and  much  commended.  Thus,  by 
little  and  little,  he  won  the  hearts  of  the  Pariiians, 
who  loved  and  refpefted  him  more  than  they  did 
the  regent  duke  of  Normandy.  Many  other  cities 
and  towns  in  France  followed  this  example :  but, 
ttotwithftanding  all  the  love  and  affeSiion  which 
the  provoft  of  merchants  and  the  Parifians  fliewed 
to  the  king  of  Navarre,  the  lord  Philip  de  Navarre 
would  not  be  feduced  by  it,  or  confent  to  come  to 
Paris.  He  faid,  that  in  commonalties  there  was 
neither  dependance  nor  union,  except  in  the  de- 
firu6iioa  of  every  thing  good. 


>^im 


CHAP.    CLXXIX. 


THE     COMMENCEMENT     OF    THE    INFAMOUS    JAC- 
QUERIE  OF    BEAUVOISIS. 


COON  after  the  deliverance  of  the  king  of  Na- 
varre out  of  prifon,    a  marvellous  and  great 
tribulation  befel  the  kingdom  of  France,  in  Beau- 
voifis.  Brie,  upon  the  river  Marne,  in  the  Laon- 
nois  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Soiflbns.     Some 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  towns  aflembled 
together  in  Beauvoifis,  without  any  leader :  they 
\^^ere    not  at  firft   more    than  one  hundred  men. 
They  faid,    that  the  nobles  of  the   kingdom  of 
J^rance^  knights  and  fquires,  were  a  difgrace  to  it, 
^  Cc2  and 
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and  that  it  would  lie  a  very  meritorious  afl  to  de- 
ft roy  them  all:  to  which  propofition  every  one 
aflfented^  as  a  truths  and  added^  fhame  befal  him 
that  (hpuld  be  the  means  of  preventing  the  gentler- 
men  from  being  wholly  deftroyed. 

They  then,  without  further  council,  collefiled 
themfelves  in  a  body,  and  with  no  other  arms  than 
the  fiaves  fhod  with  iron,  which  fome  had,  and 
others  with  knives,  marched  to  the  houiCe  of  a 
knight  who  lived  near,  and  breaking  it  open,  mur- 
dered the  knight,  his  lady  and  all  the  children, 
both  great  and  fmall;  they  then  burnt  the  houfe. 

After  this,  their  fecond  expedition  was  to  the 
ftrong  caflle  of  another  knight,  which  they  took, 
^nd,  having  tied  him  to  a  fiake,  many  of  them 
violated  his  wife  and  daughter  before  his  eyes: 
they  then  murdered  the  lady,  her  daughter  and 
the  other  children,  and  laft  of  all  the  knight  him- 
felf,  with  much  cruelty.  They  deftroyed  and  burnt 
his  cafile. 

They  did  the  like  to  many  caftles  and  handfome 
houfes ;  and,  their  numbers  increafed  fo  much, 
that  they  were  in  a  Ihort  time  upwards  Of  fix  thou- 
fand:  wherever  they  went,  they  received  additions, 
for  all  of  their  rank  in  life  followed  them,  whilft 
every  one  elfe  fled,  carrying  off  with  them  their 
ladies,  damfels,  and  children  ten  or  twenty  leagues 
diftant,  where  they  thought  they  could  place  them 
in  fecurity,  leaving  their  houfes,  with  all  their 
riches  in  them. 

Thefe  wicked  people,  without  leader  and  with- 
out arms,  plundered  and  burnt  all  the  houfes  they 

came 
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came  to^  murdered  every  gentleman,  and  violated 
every  lady  and  damfel  they  could  find.  He  who 
committed  the  moft  atrocious  a6iionSj  and  fuch  as 
no  human  creature  would  have  imagined,  was  the 
moft  applauded,  and  confidered  as  the  greatefi  man 
among  them.  I  dare  not  write  the  horrible  and 
inconceivable  atrocities  they  committed  on  the  per^ 
fons  of  the  ladies. 

Among  other  infamous  a6ls,  they  murdered  a 
knight;  and,  having  fafiened  him  to  a  fpit,  roafted 
him  before  the  eyes  of  his  wife  and  his  children^ 
and,  after  ten  or  twelve  had  violated  her,  they 
forced  her  to  eat  fome  of  her  hufband's  flefh,  and 
then  knocked  her  brains  out. 

They  had  chofen  a  king  among  them,  whp  came 
from  Clermont  in  Beau  voids:  he  was  ele^ed  as 
the  worfl  of  the  bad,  and  they  denominated  him 
James  Goodman*. 

Thefe  wretches  burnt  and  deilroyed  in  the 
country  of  Beauvoifis,  and  at  Corbie,  Amiens,  and 
M ontdidier,  upwards  of  iixty  good  boufes  and 
ilrong  caftles.  By  the  a6ls  of  fuch  traitors  in  the 
Cjountry  of  Brie  and  thereabout,  it  behoved  every 
lady,  knight  and  fquire,  having  the  means  of  efcap^^ 
*  to  fly  to  Meaux,  if  they  wilhed  to  pre:ferve  theqai- 
felves  from  being  infulted,  and  afterwards  mur- 
dered. The  duchefs  of  Normandy,  the.ducbefs  of 
Orleans,  and  many  other  ladies  had  adopted  this 
courfe  to  fave  themfelves  from,  violation. 

■  i      '  ■      ■  ' 

*  Jacques  Bon  Homme. 

C  c  3  Thefe 
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Thefeneurfed  peo|t|e  thus  fupported  themfelvea 
in  the  countries  between  P^ris^  Nojoo^  and^oifibos^ 
and  in  all  the  territory  of  Coucy  in  the  county  oC 
Yalois.  In  the  hiihoprics  of  Noyons^  Laon^  and 
SoiffonSj  there  were  upwards  of  one  hundred 
cables  and  go^d  houfes  of  kni^hts^  si^nd  fquir^s  de^ 
ftroyed,  , 


CHAP.  CLXXXL 


9H£  KlNa  OF  NAYAABB  DEFEATS  MANY  Ol"  THBSB 
VIliLAINS  iN  BEAIJyOIS^S.  THE  PROVOST  <^W 
MERCllAIjTS    BUILDS    A    WALL    ROimD  fA&l^. 

'Vl/'HEN  the  gentlemen  of  Beautoifis^  Corbie, 
Vermandois,  and  of  the  lands  where  ihefe 
wretches  were  ^ffoci^ted:^  f^w  to  what  lengths  their 
madnefs  bp-d  extended^  they  fent  for  fticcour  tq  their 
friends  in  Flanders^  Hainault^  and  Bohemia :  from 
which  places  numbers  foon  came^  and  united  theo^* 
felves  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  country. 

They  began  therefore  to  kill  and  dcftroy  thefe 
wretches  >y|iereY^r  they  met  them^  and  hung  them 
IIP  by  troops  00  the  nearefl  trees,  The  king  of 
Navarre  even  Aeftroyed  in  one  day^  near  Cfermont  * 
in  Beauyoifis,  upward^  of  thr^e  tiioufand:  but  they 
w^re  by  thi^  time  fo  much  increafed  in  number, 
that  bad  ^hey  been  altogether,  they  would  have 
amounted  to  more  than  one  hundred  thoufand. 
When  they  were  a&ed  for  what  reai5ft»  they  a6ied 
fo  wickedly^  th^y  Replied,  they  knew  not,  but  they 
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did  fo  becanfc  they  faw  others  de  it;  and  they 
thought  that  by  this  means  they  fhould  deftroy  all , 
the  nobles  and  gentlemen  in  the  world. 

At  this  period,  the  duke  of  Normandy,  fuXpe6ling 
the  king  of  Navarre,  the  provoft  of  merchants  and 
tbofe  of  his  fa6iion,  for  they  were  always  unanimous 
in  their  fentinicnts,  fet  out  from  Paris,  and  went  \o 
the  bridge  at  Charenton  updn  Marne,  where  he 
iiTued  a  fpecial  fummons  for  the  attendance  of  the 
crown  Vliffals,  and  fent  a  defiance  to  the  provoft 
of  merchants,  and  to  all  thofe  who  fhould  fupport 
him. 

The  provoft,  being  fearful  he  would  return  in 
the  night-time  to  Paris  ( which  was  then  uninclofed  ), 
colle6led  as  many  workmen  as  poffible  from  all 
parts,  and  employed  them  to  make  ditches  quite 
round  Paris.  He  alfo  furrounded  it  by  a  wall  with 
ftrong  gates.  For  the  fpace  of  one  year,  there 
were  three  hundred  workmen  daily  employed ;  the 
expence  of  which  was  equal  tp  maintaining  an 
army.  I'mufl  fay,  that  to  furround,  with  a  fufficient 
defence,  fuch  a  city  as  Paris,  was  an  a6l  of  greater 
utility  than  any  provoft  of  merchants  had  ever 
done  before;  for  otherwife  it  would  have  been 
plundered  and  defiroyed  feveral  times  by  the  dif- 
ferent fa6lions.> 


C  c  4  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  CLXXXII. 


THE  BATTLE  Of  MEAUX  IN  BKIE^  WHERE  TMIS 
VILLAINS  ARE  DISCOMFITED  BY  THE  EARL  OF 
FdfX    AND    THE    CAPTAL    OF    BUCK. 

AT  the  time  thefe  wicked  men  wdre  overrunning 
the  country,  the  earl  of  Foix  and  his  coufin 
the  captal  of  Buch  were  returning  from  a  croifade 
•in  Pruflia*.  They  were  informed  on  theif  enter- 
ing France,  of  the  diftrefs  the  noblfes  were  in;  and 
they  learnt  at  the  city  of  Chalons^  that  the  ducheft 
of  Normandy,  the  duchefs  of  Orleans,  and  three 
hundred  other  ladies,  under  the  prote6lion  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  were  fled  to  Meaux  on  account 
of  thefe  diflurbances. 

The  two  knights  refolved  to  go  to  the  affifiance 
of  thefe  ladies,  and  to  reinforce  them  with  all  their 
might,  notwithftanding  the  captal  was  attached  to 
the  EnglilK ;  but  at  that  time  there  was  a  truce  be- 
tween the  two  kings.  They  might  have  in  their 
Company  about  fixty  lances. 

T^hey  were  moft   cheerfully  received,  on  their 

krrival  at  Meaux,  by  the  ladies  and  damfels;  for 

thefe  Jacks  and  peafants  of  Brie  had  heard  what 

number    of    ladies,    married  and  uhniarried,   and 

.young  children  of  quality,  w  ere  in  Meaux :  they 


*  Barnes  fays  that  the  lord  Fauconberg  was  with  them/and 
quotes  Dugdale,  vol.  ii.  p.  4. ;  but  I  do  not  fee  that  he  meutious 
any  thing  relative  to  this  matter,  except  that  he  made  a  voyage  to 
the  Holy  Land, 

had 
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had  united  themfelves  with  thofe  of  Valois,  and 
were  on  their  road  thither. 

On  the  other  hand>  thofe  of  Paris  had  alfo  beeu 
informed  of  the  treafures  M eaux  contained^  and 
had  fet  out  from  that  place  in  crowds  :  having  met 
the  others,  they  amounted  together  to  nine  thou- 
fand  men  :  their  forces  were  augmenting  every  ftep 
they  advanced. 

They  came  to  the  gates  of  the  town,  which  the 
]nh9.bitants  opened  to  them,  and  allowed  them  to 
enter:  they  did  fo  in  fuch  numbers  that  all  the 
ftreets  were  quite  filled,  as  far  as  the  market-place, 
which  is  tolerably  ftrong,  but  it  required  to  be 
guarded,  though  the  river  Marne  nearly  furrounds 
it.  The  noble  dames  \ifho  were  lodged  there>  fee- 
ing fuch  multitudes  rufhing  towards  them,  were 
exceedingly  frightened.  On  this,  the  two  lordg 
and  their  company  advanced  to  the  gate  of  the 
market-place,  which  they  had  opened,  and  march- 
ing under  the  banners  of  the  earl  of  Foix  and  dulil 
of  Orleans,  and  the  pennon  of  the  captal  of  Buch, 
polled  themfelves  in  front  of  this  peafantiry,  who 
were  badly  armed. 

When  thefe  banditti  perceived  fuch  a  troop  of 
gentlemen,  fo  well  equipped,  fally  forth  to  guard 
the  market-place,  the  foremoft  of  them  began  to 
fall  back.  The  gentlemen  then  followed  them, 
ufing  their  lances  and  fwords.  When  they  felt  the 
weight  of  tlieir  blows,  they,  through  fear,  turned 
about  fo  faft,  they  fell  one  over  the  other.  All 
manner  of  armed  perfons  then  rufhed  out  of  the 
barriers,  drove  them  before  them^  ftriking  them 

down 


■i 
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down  like  beafts,  and  clearing  the  town  of  them ; 
for  they  kept  neither  regularity  nor  order,  flaying 
fo  many  that  they  were  tired.  They  flung  them 
in  ^reat  heaps  into  the  river.  In  fliort,  they  killed 
upwards  of  feven  thoufand.  Not  one  would  have 
cfcaped,  if  they  had  chofcn  to  purfue  them  further. 
On  the  return  of  the  men  at  arms,  they  fet  fire 
to  the  town  of  Mcaux,  burnt  it ;  and  all  the'pea- 
fants  they  could  find  were  fliut  up  in  it,  bccaufe 
they  had  been  of  the  party  of  the  Jacks.  Since 
thisdifcomfiture  which  happened  to  them  at  Meaux, 
"^  they  never  colle6ied  again  in  any  great  bodies ;  for 
the  young  Enguerrand  de  Coucy*  had  plept;  of 
gentlemen  under  his  orders,  who  defl;royed  them, 
wherever  they  could  be  met  with,  without  mercyf. 

'    ■  ■      W>  '  '  '     ■  '  .11.1.  ■■■^■^■.■^il  II  I    p^— — .— ^^— 

*  Enguerrand  de  Comc^^— was  one  of  the  hoflages  ^vea  by 
jprance  to  England,  at  the  treaty  for  the  Hberty  of  king  John. 

£dwar(}>  to  aittach  him  to  bis  iiitereil,  married  him  to  Ifabelta 
,  tiB :  fecond  daughter,  and  gaYe  him  very  large  pofiefl!ons  in 
England.  He  ereded  the  barony  of  Bedford  into  an  earldom  in 
bis  favour. 

For  further  particulars  relating  to  Enguerrand  de  Coucy,  fee  M, 
de  Zurlauben's  memoir,  in  the  xxvth  vol,  of  the  Memoires  de 
FAcademie  des  Infcriptions,  p.  l6s. 

i  Barnes  fays,  that  ^ their  captain,  Jame»  the  Goodman,  being 

here  taken  alive,  ifvas  fent  to  the  dauphin,  who,  underihindiog  that 

lie  bad  aflumed  the  name  of  a  king,  caufed  him  to  be'  crowned 

^  with  a  trevet,  or  the  three  legged  frame  of  an  iron  ikellet,  red  hot, 

imd  fo  to  be  hanged,  in  requital  for  all  his  barbarpus  cruelties.' 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  CLXXXIII. 

PAR^S    BESIEGED     BY     THE     DUKE     OF     NORMANDY^ 

REGENT    OF    FRAXCE, 

W'OT  long  after  this  events  the  duke  of  Normandy 
afiembled  many  uoblemen  and  gentlemen,  as 
<vell  thofe  of  his  own  kingdom  as  from  the  empire 
by  taeans  of  fubfidies.  They  might  amount,  in 
the  whole,  to  more  than  three  thoufand  lances. 
With  this  force  he  marched  to  lay  fiege  to  Paris, 
towards  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Antoine,  along  the  river 
Seine.  He  took  up  his  quarters  at  St.  Maur*,  and 
encamped  his  army  in  that  neighbourhood ;  whence 
he  made  excurfions  with  it  every  day  towards 
Paris.  Sometime  the  duke  refided  at  Charenton, 
^t  others  at  St.  Maur, 

Nothing  could  enter  Paris,  by  land  or  water,  oa 
that  fide ;  for  the  duke  had  poffeflion  of  the  two 
fivers,  Marne  and  Seine  :  his  people  had  burnt  all . 
the  villages  round  Paris,  which  were  not  inclofed, 
in  order  to  chaflife  more  feverely  the  Parifians« 
Paris  itfelf  would  have  been  deftroyed  if  it  had 
not  been  fortified,  as  before  related ;  and  no  one 
dared  to  enter  or  go  out  of  it,  for  fear  of  the  duke'« 
army,  who  fcoured  both  fides  of  the  Seine  as  they 
pleafed,  for  none  ventured  to  oppofe  them. 

The  provofl:  of   merchants  fi;ill  continued  his ' 
attachment  to  the  king  of  Navarre  as  fl;rong  as  ever; 
Sis  did  the  council  and  cbmmonalty  of  Paris;  and. 


^  Probably  St.  Maw  de3  Fofiez,  k  the  ifle  of  France. 

as 
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as  before  faid,  he  employed  people  night  and  day 
the  more  ftrongly  to  fortify  the  city.  He  had  alfo 
a  large  body  of  men  at  arms^  Navarre  foldiers  and 
Englifh  archers^  and  other  companions  with  him. 
There  were  among  the  inhabitants  fome  very  de- 
termined and  able  men^  fuch  as  John  Maillart,  big 
brother  Symon,  and  many  of  their  relations^  by 
whom  he  was  very  much  difliked  on  account  of  his 
hatred  to  the  duke  of  Normandy ;  but  the  provoft 
had  attached  to  himfelf  fuch  a  ftrong  party^  that 
no  one  dared  to  contradi6l  him^  unlefs  he  wilhed 
to  be  murdered  without  mercy. 
'  The  king  of  Navarre^  who  was  acquainted  with 
all  this  variance  between  the  duke  of  Normandy 
and  the  Parifians,  juftly  imagined^  that  things  could 
not  long  continue  in  their  prefent  fiate ;  nor  had 
he  any  very  great  confidence  in  the  commonalty  of 
Paris  :  he  therefore  quitted  Paris  as  handfomely  as 
he  could/ and  went  to  St,  Denis^  where  there  was 
a  large  body  of  men  at  arms  in  the  pay  of  the 
Parifians. 

In  this  pofition^  the  king  remained  for  fix  weeks, 
and  the  duke  at  Charenton.     The  two  armies  pil- 
I  laged  and  ruined  the  country  on  all  fides. 
i'   The  archbifliop  of  Sens,  the  bilhop  of  Auxerre, 
the  biflibp  of  Beauvais,  the  lord  of  Montmorency, 
the  lord  of  Fiennes  and  the  lord  de  St.    Venant 
undertook  to  mediate  between  them.     They  ma- 
naged fo  wifely  with  both  parties,  that  the  king  of 
Navarre,  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  went  to 
the  duke,  his  brother-in-law,  at  Charentpn,  and  made 
excufes  for  having  given  him  caufe  of  fufpicion. 

Firft, 
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Firft,  for  the  death  of  the  two  marlhals  and 
mailer  Simon  de  Buci ;  alfo  for  the  infult  which 
the  provoft  of  the  merchants  had  oftered  to  him  in 
his  own  palace  at  Paris,  which  he  fwore  had  been 
done  without  his  knowledge.  He  proraifed  the 
duke  to  remain  with  him  at  all  events,  during  this 
expedition.  Upon  this  peace  was  made  bet\feen 
them.  The  king  of  Navarre  added,  that  he  would 
have  the  Parifians  corre6led  for  the  evil  deeds  thejr 
had  committed. 

The  commonalty  were  to  he  included  in  this 
peace  ;  but  the  duke  was  to  have  the  provoft  of  the 
merchants  delivered  up  to  him,  and  twelve  of  the 
citizens,  according  to  his  choice,  to  punifli  in  what 
manner  he  ihould  think  beft. 

Thefe  things  being  fettled,  the  king  of  Navarre 
returned  to  St.  Denis,  and  the  duke  went  to  Meaux 
in  Brie,  where  he  difmiffed  his  army. 

Some  of  the  citizens  of  Paris,  to  whom  the  treaty 
had  given  more  freedom  to  fpeak  their  minds,  in- 
treated  the  duke  to  return  to  Paris,  in  all  fecuritj, 
and  that  they  would  pay  him  every  honour  in  their 
power. 

The  duke  anfwered,  ^  that  he  fhould  confider  the 
peace  as  good,  having  fworn  to  it;  that  it  fhould 
never,  with  God's  permiflion,  be  infringed  by  him  ; 
but  that  he  would  never  again  enter  Paris,  unleft 
he  had  fatisfa6lion  from  thofe  who  had  infulted 
him.' 

The  provoft  of  the  merchants,  and  thofe  of  hi* 
faftion,  frequently  viiited  the  king  of  Navarre  at  St. 
Denis:  they  remoaftrated  with  him  on  the  indigna'- 
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iion  of  the  duke^  M'hich  they  had  incurred  on  liis 
account  (for  they  had  delivered  him  out  of  prifoa' 
and  brought  him  to  Paris  )^  and  that  in  the  name  of 
God,  they  would  not  place  any  confidence  in  the 
duke,  nor  in  his  council. 

The  king  replied ;  ^  Be  affured,  gentlemen  and 
friends,  that  you  fliall  not  fufFer  any  ills  without  my 
partaking  of  them ;  and,  as  you  have  at  prefent  the 
government  of  Paris,,  I  would  advife  yota  to  provide 
yourfelves  with  gold  and  filvcr,  fo  that,  if  there 
ihould  be  any  neccffity,  you  may  know  where  to  find 
it,  and  fend  it  confidentially  here  to  me  at  St. 
Denis,  trufting  to  my  faith  :  I  will  take  good  oarc 
of  it,  and  will  keep  fecretly  a  body  of  men  at  arms, 
and  other  companions,  with  whom,  in  cafe  of  need> 
you  may  make  war  upon  your  enemies/ 

The  provofi;  of  the  merch^.nts  followed  this  ad- 
\ice ;  and,  thrice  every  week  afterwards,  he  con- 
duced two  horfes  laden  with  florins  to  the  king  of 
Navarre  at  St.  Denis,  who  mofl;  cheerfully  received 
them. 


f 

CHAP.    CLXXXIV. 

SOME  PARISIANS  ARE  SLAIN  AT  ST.  CLOtJD,  BY 
THE  ENGLISH  WHO  HAD  BEEN  SOLDIERS  IN 
PARIS. 

^HERE  had  remained  in  Paris  a  great  number  of 
the  Engliih  and  Navarre  foldiers,  whom  the  pro- 
vofi: and  commonalty  of  Paris  had  in  their  pay,  ta 
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afTift  them  againil  the  duke  of  Normandy,  and 
very  loyally  and  well  bad  they  ferved  them  during 
the  time  the  war  lafied. 

When  the  treaty  was  Mccludcd  between  the  duke 
and  the  Parifians,  fome  of  thefe  foldiers  left  Paris, 
others  remained.  Thofe  that  quitted  it  went  to 
the  king  of  Navarre,  who  retained  them  all,  but 
there  were  left  behind  in  Paris  about  three  hundred, 
who  enjoyed  themfelves,  and  fpent  their  money 
cheerfully.  There  happened,  however,  a  quarrel 
between  them  and  the  inhabitants,  wheii  upwards 
of  fixty  Englifti  were  (lain.  The  provoft  was  ex- 
ceedingly angry  at  this,  and  blamed  the  Parifians 
higfily  ;  but,  to  appeafe  the  commonalty,  he  feized 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Engliih,  whom  he 
confined  over  three  gates,  and  told  the  Parifians^ 
who  were  fo  much  incenfed  that  they  wanted  to 
murder  them,  that  he  would  have  ^hem  punilhed, 
according  to  their  defer ts,  which  fatisfied  them. 

When  night  came,  the  provoft  fct  them  at  liberty 
to  go  where  they  pleafcd :  they  went  to  St.  Denis 
to  the  king  of  Navarre,  who  accepted  their  fer- 
vices. 

In  the  morning,  when  the  Parifians  found  that 
the  Engli(h  were  let  out  of  prifon,  they  were  much 
enraged  againft  the  provoft;  but  he,  who  was  a 
prudent  and  wife  man,  knew  well  how  to  diffemble 
what  part  he  had  in  it,  and  to  turn  it  oflF^  fo  that  it 
was  foon  forgotten. 

When  thefe  foldiers,  Engliih  and  Navarrois,  were 
all  collefted  together  at  St.  Denis,  they  were  up- 
wards of  three  hundred.  They  refolved  ta  be  re- 
venged 
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▼enged  for  the  murder  of  their  companions  and  the 
infults  they  themfelves  had  fuftained,  They  firft 
ient  a  challenge  iii  the  Parifians,  and  then  made  wai» 
upon  them,  cutting  off  and  flaying  all  thofe  who 
iffued  out  of  the  town,  fo  that  no  one  dared  to  ven- 
ture beyond  the  gates. 

*  The  provoft  of  the  merchants  was,  upon  this, 
required  to  arm  a  part  of  th«  commonalty^  and  take 
the  field,  for  they  were  defirous  of  fighting  thefe 
Engliih.  He  complied  with  their  requefl:,  and  ftid 
he  Afrould  accompany  them.  He  armed,  therefore, 
a  body  of  the  Parifians,  and  marched  out,  to  the 
number  of  twelve  hundred,  who,  when  they  were 
in  the  plains,  were  informed  that  the  Engliih  they 
were  in  fearch  of  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St. 
Cloud.  Upon  this  intelligence,  they  divided  them^ 
felves  in  two  bodies,  and  took  feparate  roads. 
Thefe  two  parties  were  on  their  march  all  that  day 
round  M ontmartre,  but  did  not  meet  their  enemies. 
It  chanced  that  the  provoft  had  the  fmallefi  divi- 
fion,  and,  after  fearching  all  about^  entered  Paris 
by  St.  Martin's  gate,  without  having  done  any 
thing.  The  other  divifion,  who  were  ignorant  of 
the  return  of  the  provoft,  kept  the  field  until  vefpers, 
when  they  began  tl^eir  retreat,  but  without  any  re- 
gular order,  like  thofe  who  did  not  look  for  or  ex- 
pe6l  any  hindrance.  They  came  back  in  crowds 
quite  fatigued  ;  fomc  carried  their  helmets  in  their 
hands,  others  flung  them  round  their  necks  ;  fome 
dragged  their  fwords  after  them  on  the  ground, 
while  others  hung  theirs  on  their  flioulders.  They 
had  taken  their  road  fo  as  to  enter  Paris  by  the  gate 
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of  St.  Ilonore*^  when  fuddenly  they  came  upon  th^ 
Englifli^  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred^  in  a  hoU 
low  road,  who,  upon  feeing  them,  began  to  fliout, 
^  Here  are  the  Frenchmen  !*  and  fell  lipou  them^- 
which  made  them  fly j: in  every  dixeclion.  At  the 
firft  onfet,  there  weA  upwards  of  two  hundred 
overthui^wn.  The  French,  who  had  not  kept  any 
order  in  their  march,  were  fo  much  aftoniibed  that 
they  never  thought  of  rallying,  but  made  the  beft  of 
'  their  way  to  efcape,  find  were  killed  in  their  flight 
like  fo  many  flieep.  There  were  upwards  of  fix 
hundred  flain  in  this  purfuit :  they  were  foJIowcd 
even  beyond  the  barriers  of  Paris. 

The  commonalty  of  Paris  threw  all  the  blame  of 
this  accident  on  the  provofl:  of  the  merchants,  and 
faid  that  he  had  betrayed  them.  On  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  near  relations  and  friends  of  thofe  that  had 
been  llain  iffued  out  of  Paris  with  cars  and  carts,  to 
feek  for  the  bodies  of  the  dead  taburv  them  :t  1m£C 
the  Englifh  had  placed  an  ambufcade  near  the  fiield 
of  battle,  when  they  killed  and  wounded  more  than 
fix  fcore  of  them. 

The  Parifians  were  thrown  into  great  trouble 
and  difmay,  for  they  did  not  know  whom  to  trull. 
They  were  night  and  day  under  •  much  alarm,  for 
the  king  of  Navarre  was  grown  col/1  in  his  proffered 
aififtanceto  fupport  them,  on  account  of  thepeade 
which  he  had  fworn  to  the  duke  af  Normandy,-  and 
►    alfo  for  the  outrage  which  the  Parifians  had  com- 


*  At  that  period,  the  gate  of  St.  Hotiort  was  near  the  Quinze 
Vingts.p— -Afewoires  de  If  Academe,  torn,  xvii.  p.  696.  -^ 
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raltted  on  the  Eng'Iifh  foldiers :  he  conoived,  thei 
fore,  at  the  chaftifement  they  had  received. 
'  On  the  other  hand,  the  duke  of  Normandy  wi 
much  enraged,  that  the  pvovoft  of  the  merchant 
fliould  ftili  keep  the  government  of  Parts,     The 
provoft  and  his   faction  were  not    quite  at   their 
cafe  ;  for  the  Parifians,  as  they  were  well  inlbrmed, 
defpifed  them  exceedingly. 


CHAP.  CLXXXV. 


THE  DEATH    OF    TUE   PROVOST   OF    THE    MERCOAW^ 
OF  PARIS. 

TpHE  provoft  and  thofe  of  his  party  held  many 
fecret  councils  among  themfelves,  to  confider 
in  what  manner  they  could  be  ft  keep  their  authority. 
They  knew  they  fliould  not  find  mercy  from  the 
duke  of  Normandy,  whofe  general  anfwer  to  the 
Parifians  was,  that  lie  would  never  make  peace  with 
them,  until  twelve  pcrfoos  from  Paris  fliould  be 
given  up  to  him,  according  to  his  choice,  for  him 
to  deal  with  as  he  pleafed. 

This  declaration  had  very  much  alarmed  Use 
provoft  and  his  frictids  ;  they  thought  it  preferable 
to  remain  alive  iu-good  profpcrity  than  to  be  de- 
ftroyed,  and  that  it  was  much  better  to  flay  than 
to  be  flain.  They  entered,  therefore,  into  a  fecret 
treaty  with  the  Eiiglifii,  to  continue  on  the  war 
againft  Paris.  It  was  agreed  upon  between  them, 
Uiat  the  provoft  and  bis  friends  fliould  be  pofted 

ever 
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over  the  gates  of  St,  Honor^,  and  St,  Anthony,  fp 
that  the  Englifli  and  Navarrois  might  together  enter 
Paris  att  mifjnight,  propeiiy  prepared  to  ruin  an4 
deftroy  the  town,  except  fuch  parts  whpre  fignaU 
fliould  be  placed  ^t  the  jjoors  or  wiiidows :  where- 
ever  this  fignal  was  not  found,  they  \yere  tp  piit 
men  and  wornen  to  thp  fword.. 

The  night  on  which  this  enterpjrife  was  to  take 
place;  God  fliiewed  his  mercy  to  fome  of  the  citizen? 
who  had  always  been  attached  to  the  duke,  that  U 
to  fay,  John  M^illart,  hi§  brotl^er  Sympq^  and 
many  others,  who  by  divine  infpiration  (as  one 
piay  well  fuppofe  it)  gained  information  that  P^rU 
was  to  be  facked  and  deftpoyed. 
•  They  therefore  armed  themfelves  fecretly,  made 
lall  their  party  dp  thefapift  and  whifpered  theijr 
fufpicions  abroad^  in  order  to  acquire  more  help. 

-  They  all  came  properly  armed,  a  little  before  mid- 
night, to  the  gate  of  St.  Anthony,  where  they  found 
the  proyofi  of  the  merchants  ^ith  the  kpys  of  th« 
g^te  in  his  hand. 

Upon  this,  John  Maillart  faid  tp  him,  calling  bin} 
by  his  name;  ^  Stephen,  what  do  j'ou  dp  here  at 
this  time  of  night  ?'  Tlie  provoft  replied  ;  ■'  John, 
why  dp  you  aik  it  ?  I  am  here  to  care  of,  an4 
to  guard  the  city,  of  which  I  haye  the  government/ 
*  By  God, '  anfwered  John,  '  things  Ihall  not  go  09 
fo  :  you  ^re  not  here  at  this  hour  for  any  gpod^ 
^hich  I  will  now  (hew  you,*  addreffing  binafelf  tp 

:4;hofe  near  him ;  ^  for  fee  how  be  has  got  the  key^ 
«f  the  gate  in  his  hand,  to  betray  the  city/    The 

J|)rpyofi  faid,  '  John,  you  lie/    John  replied,  '  It  if 
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you^  Stephen,  who  lie;'  and  rufliing  on  hini^  cried 
to  his  people,  '  Kill  them,  kill  them :  now  ftrike 
home,  for  they  are  all  traitors.'  < 

'  There  was  a  very  great  buftle  ;  and  the  provoft  • 
would  gladly  have  efcaped,  but  John  ftruck  him 
fuch  a  blow  with  his  axe  on  the  head,  that  he  felled 
him  to  the  ground,  although  he  was  his  comrade, 
and  never  left  him  until  he  had  killed  him.  Six 
others,  who  were  prefent,  were  alfo  killed  :  the  re- 
mainder Were  carried  to  prifon.  They  then  put 
themfelves  in  motion,  and  awakened  every  one  ia 
the  different  ftreets  of  Paris. 

John  Maillart  and  his  party  went  to  the  gate  of 
St.  Honore,  where  they  found  thole  of  the  pro- 
Yoft's  fafiiion,  whom  they  accufed  of  treafon,  and 
whofe  excufes  were  of  no  avail.  Many  of  them 
were  taken,  and  fent  to  different  prifons  :  thofe  who 
would  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  made  prifoners, 
were  flain  without  mercy. 

This  fame  night,  all  thofe  who  were  inculpated 
in  the  treafon,  for  which  the  provoft  had  beien  flain, 
were  taken  in  their  beds  ;  for  thofe  who  had  been 
lent  to  prifon  had  confeffcd  the  fa6l. 

On  the  morrow  morning,  John  Maillart  affem- 
Hed  the  greater  part  of  the  commonalty  of  Paris  in 
the  market-place;  where,  having  mounted  a  fcaf- 
fold,  he  explained,  in  general  terms,  his  reafons 
for  having  killed  the  provoft  of  the  merchants.  All 
ihofe  who  had  been  of  the  fa6lion  of  the  provoft 
were  then  condemned  to  die  by  the  elders  of  the 
commonalty,  and  were  accordingly  executed  with 
various  tortures.  * 

Thefe 
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Thefe  things  done^  John  Maillart,  who  was 
much  in  the  Parifians'  favor/  and  fome  of  the  ciders 
attached  to  him,  fent  Symon  Maillart  and  two 
mailers  in  Parliament,  fir  John  Alphonfo  and 
matter  John  Paftorel,  to  the  duke  of  Normandy 
who  refided  at  Charenton. 

They  relata^^  to  the^uke  the  event  that  had  hap- 
pened in  Paris,  and  befought  him  to  return  thither 
to  dire6l  and  counfel  the  city  hencefor wards,  as  all 
his  adverfaries  were  flain.  The  duke  replied,  that 
he  would  willingly  comply  with  their  requeft.  He 
accordingly  came  to  Paris,  attended  by  fir  Arnold 
d'Andreghen,  the  lord  of  Roye,  tvith  many  other 
knights,  and  took  up  his  lodging  in  the  Louvre*. 

CHAR 

*  All  this  chapter  I  have  tranilated  from  my  copy  printed  on 
vellum,  which  is  conformable  to  Dcnys  Sauvage's  edition,  and  to» 
lord  Berner's  tranilatiou  :  but,  on  comparing  it  with  ti^'o  of  my 
manufcripts,  there  is  a  very  great  difference :  they  arq  perfeftly 
iimilar  in  the  text  to  the  three  manufcripts  mentioned  by  M . 
Dacier  in  his  memoir,  <  To  whom  ought  to  be  attributed  the  glory 
of  the  revolution  which  fdved  Paris  during  the  captivity  of  king 
John?  Memoires  de  VAcademie  des  Inscriptions^  &c.  vol.  xUii* 
p.  563. 

M.  Dacier  proves  very  clearly,  tlmt  John  Maillart,  fo  far  from 
I  being  the  hero  who  faved  his  couuti;^,  was  a  rebel,  and  conneded 
with  the  provoft:  that  the  regent,  on' that  account,  confifcated  the 
property  which  John  Maillart  had  in  the  county  of  Dampmartin, 
and  gave  to  John  de  Chaflillon,  c^arlpf  Pordeu,  and  his  heirs  for 
ever,  on  account  of  the  fervices  he  had  rendered,  and  was  flill 
rendering  to  the  king,  a  rent  charge  of  five  bun^Fed  livres  of  this 
confifcated  property  in  Dampmartin  and'eirewhere. — ^£xtra6ted 
from  the  Trefor  des  Chartres— llegiilro4l6,,piece  143. 

M.  Dacier  continues :  *  If  this  piece  fhould  leave  any  doubts 
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CHAP.  CLXJCXVt. 

^nt  lliNO  or  NAVABRft  IlECtARfcS  .WAR  ACAlNST 
FRANCE,  *HE  tRENClI  KING  iEING  AT  THE  TIME 
A  PRISONER  tN  tNGtANU. 

^t/'HEN  ih^  kiitg  of  Navarr*  wai  iiiA>rmed  of  the 

death  of  his  great  friend  the  provoA  of  the 

inlsrchaotsi  and  of  thofe  who  were  attached  to  him^ 

he 
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tibbn  the  want  of  exa6bef5  in  th<g  nanratioli  of  Froiflkrt^  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  fhew,  that  tbe  connlionly-received  narration  is  not  the 
true  texti  I  believe  I  have  found  thb  teitt  in  three  manufcripts  in 
the  kitjg's  library,  two  of  which  are  perhaps  the  moil  ancitiit  and 
,  authentic  that  exiil  in  any  library.  One,  numbered  8^  18,  has  a 
in  date^  which  marks  its  age ;  upon  on^  of  the  leaves  of  veUum«  at 
the  beginning,  is  written  : 

*  This  is  a  part  of  t!ie  chronicles  done  by  mafter  Jofaii 
FroiiTdrt,  a  Hninaulter;  from  the  time  6t  king  Charles  IV.  of 
the  wars  between  France  and  England :  which  chronicles  mailer 
William  Boifratier,  mader  of  requefls  of  the  king's  palace^  one 
of  his  counfellors,  and  eounlellor  alfo  to  the  duke  of  Beny  his 
lord,  gave  to  tbeaforefaid  duke  his  lord,  in  his  h6tel  de  Ne^le> 
the  8th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1407.'-^igned  Flam  EL. 

*  The  manufcript  cannot  be  later  than  this  date :  and  one  may  ^ 
fee  by  the  figiiature  of  W.  Boifratier,  which  is  on  a  leaf  of 
patchoient  pafled  on  the  intid^  of  the  covers  that  he  had  been 
o^ner  of  it  fome  time  befoire  he  prefented  it  to  the  duke  of 

'  Berry ;  fo  that  it  may,  without  difficulty,  be  efiimated  as  having 
bete  written  the  latter  end  of  the  1 4th  century. 

*  Tbe  fecood  manufcript  is  to  perfeftly  coniformable  to  the  firft 
in  the  quality  of  the  vclhim,  the  colour  of  the  ink,  and  the  form 
ef  tbe  letters^  that  it  cleaHy  belongs  to  the  fame  period.' 

'  M*  DrtcieJf 
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ht  uras  forely  vexed ;  for  the  provoft  liad  always 
been  very  favourable  to  hisiiefigns.  And  beQaufe 
he  had  the  reputation  of  being  the  chief  caufe  of 

the 
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M.  Dacier  doei  not  believe  thefe  manufcripts  copied  from  the 
fame  original,  nor  from  each  other.    He  then  goes  on  to  tbe 
*  T]]j|j|[piiiufcript,  numbered  676O,  which  b  lefs  ancient    It 
^qpp4HWb  have  been  written  towards  the  middle  of  the  15th 
^century.    In  comparidg  it  with  the  two  preceding,  I  have  fbund^ 
fome  difierences  that  prove  it  is  not  a  copy  from  them.    Thif 
forms  a  third  teflimony  in  favour  of  tlie  new  text  of  FroiiTdrt. 
'  As  thb  text  has  never  been  published,  I  ihall  tranfcribe  the  whole 
chapter,  except  the  firil  twenty  lines,  in  which  the  hiilorian  lays 
down  the  plan  of  the  confpiracy  of  Marcel  fimilar  to  what  is  in' 
the  printed  editions/ 

'  That  very  night  which  was  to  difclofe  all  this  mifchief  (that  if 
to  fay,  the  delludion  of  Paris),  God  infpired  and  alarmed  ibme 
of  the  citizens  of  Paris  who  wete  and  ever  had  been  attached  4o 
the  duke  of  Normandy ;  of  whom  fir  P^in  des  EfTarts  and  fir  ^ 

John  de  Charny  were  the  leaders;  and  thefe  were,  as  we  may;       ;^ 
fuppofe,  inlbrmed  by  divine  infpiration  that  Parb  was  to  be  overrun 
and  dedroyed*    They  foon  armed  themfelves,  made  all  thofe  of 
their  party  do  the  ikme,  and  fecretly  fpread  abroad  their  intelli-^ 
gence  in  different  quarters,  that  they  might  have  more  affiilabce* 

*  This  fir  Pepin  then  fet  out,  with  many  other  determined  com- 
panions, well  armed.  Sir  Pepin  difpla>ed  tbe  banmr  of  France^ 
crying  out  Au  Eoi^  and  Au  DuCp  followed  bjf  crowds  of  peoplei 
until  tbey  came  to  the  gate  of  St.  Anthony,  where  they  fooad  the 
provoft  of  the  merchants,  holding  the  keys  in  his  hands. 

'  John  Maillart  was  likewife' there,  wko»  having  had  that  day  a 
diipute  with  the  provofi  and  with  Jofleian  de  Malbon,  had  joined 
the  party  of  the  duke  of  Normandy.  --  *'*'* 

*  The  provoH  was  feverely  taunted  by  wordt  and  arguments ; 
and  there  was  fuch  a  nciife  made  by  the  crowd,  that  fcarcely  any  , 
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the  provoft's  treafous,  the  lord  Philip  4e  Navarfc, 
who  at  that  time  was  at  St.  Denis  with  him,  advifed 
him,  as  he  could  not  fee  any  means  of  gettuig  clear 

of 


thing  could  be  beard  :  they  kept  crying  out,  *  Kill  tbem,  kill 
tbcni  \  kill  the  provoft  of  the  merchants  and  his  allies,  for  they 
arc  all  traitors/  There  was  a  great  tumult ;  and  the  provoft,  whd 
was  ftrinding  on  the  ft.  ps  of  the  fort  of  St.  Antbo«j|jf' would 
Milliiijnrly  have  rfcaped,  but  he  was  fo  befet  that  he  coulornot. 
Sir  John  de  Clrarny  ftruck  hiin  to  the  ground  by  a  blow  of  his 
batrle  axe  on  the  head.  He  was  thori  attacked  by  mafter  Peter 
Fouace  and  others,  who  never  quitted  bini  until  he  was  dead,  as 
well  as  fix  of  his'party ;  among  whom  were  Philip  GuiflFart/  John 
de  Lille,  Jolm  Poiret,  Simon  le  Paonnier  and  Giles  Marcel.  Many 
more  «vere  taken,  and  fent  to  prifon.  They  then  made  fearch  iu 
all  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  put  the  town  in  a  flate  of  fecurity,  and 
kept  a  ftrong  guard  all  that  night. 

*  You  muft  know,  thai  as  foon  as  the  provoft  of  the  merchants 
and  the  others  had  been  fltiin  or  made  prifoners,  which  happened 
on  Tuefday,  the  laft  day  of  July  1358,  in  the  afternoon,  meffengers 
were  fent  ui  hafte  to  <:arrv  this  news  to  the  duke  of  Norniandv,  at 
tliat  time  at  Mcaux,  which  gave  hun,  and  not  without  reafon^ 
great  plcafurc. 

*-He  made  preparations  for  his  journey  to  Paris;  but,  before 
his  arrival,  Jolferan  de  Mafcon,  who  was  treafurer  to  the  king  of 
Navane,  and  Charles  Toulfac,  ilieritf  of  Paris,  who  had  been 
made  prifoutrs,  were  executed  in  the  fquare'  of  the  Greve,  by 
having  their  heads  cut  off,  becaufe  tliey  had  been'  traitors,  and 
were  ©f  U^e  provoft  s  party. 

*  The  body  of  the  provoft  and  of  thofe  that  had  been  ftain 
with  hiu],  were  dragged  into  the  court  of  the  church  of  St. 
Catherine  du  Val  des  EcoJiers,  and,  naked  as  they  were,  extended 
betore  the  crofs  in  that  court,  and  left  tliere  a  confiderable  time 
forlhe  view  of  all  thofe  that  chofe  it :  they  were  afterward  thrown 
into  the  riv<;r  Seine. 

*  The 
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of  this  fufpicion,  to  declare  war  a^ainft  the  king- 
dom of  France. 

He  fent  his  challenge  to  the  duke  of  Normandy, 
to  the  Parifians^  and  to  the  whole  realm  of  France. 


I*.  The  duke  of  Norniandy,  who  had  lent  a  fufficieucy  of  men 
Mf  arms  to  Paris,  to  defend  and  reinforce  it  agaiufl  the  Engliih 
ai]^    Navarrois,    who   were   in    ^lt   JSKcighbonrhood  continually 
harafling  it,  fet  out  from  Meaux,  where  lie  then  refided,  and 
came  with  f))ced  to  Paris,  attended  by  a  noble  and  numerous 
efcort  of  men  at  arms.     He  was  received  by  the  gopd  town  of 
Paris,  aiid  by  all  perfcnis  with  great  joy,  when  he  difmounted  at 
the  Liiprre.     John  Maillart  was  at  that  time  near  his  perfoo,  au4 
much  ni  his  grace  and  favor ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  he  was  theu 
very  deforvhig  of  it,  as  you  haVe  heard  related  above,  notwith- 
flanding  he  had  been  formerly,  ^fk  was  faid,  one  of  the  allies  of 
thfliprbvoll;  of  the  merchants. 

*  Shortly  afterwaiil,  tiie  duke  fent  for  the  duche&  of  Nor- 
mandy his  wife,  and  all  the  ladles  who  had  for  fome  time  taken 
refuge  at  Meaux  in  Brie.  When  they  came  to  Paris,  the  duclieij 
alighted  at  the  h6tel  of  the  duke,  which  had  been  the  h6iel  de 
St.  Pol,  whither  he  had  retired,  and  where  he  had  remaiiied  for  a 

ff 

confiderable  time/ 

M.  Dacier  then  adds : 

''This  is  the  hew  reading  I  announced,  and  which  appears  to 
me  far  preferable  to  the  common  one,  becaufe  it  unites  tlie  dou- 
ble advantage  of  coming  from  the  mofl  authentic  manufcripts 
we  know,  and  of  agreeing  much  better  than  the  printed  copies,  as 
well  with  the  contemporary  hillorians,  as  with  the  other  monu- 
ments of  the  times,  to  which  it  may  ferve  both  as  a  comiuentary 
and  fupplement.* 

I  fliall  refer  the  reader,  for  further  proofs  that  John  Maillart 
was  not  the  hero  who  faved  Paris,  to  the  memoir  of  M.  Dacier, 
in  the  xliiid  vol.  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Infcrip- 
tioiis,  &€•  ; 
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He  quitted  St*  Dcnts^  and  his  people  OYerran  the 
Whole  coantry^  plundering  it  as  far  as  Melun  fur 
^  Seine^,   where  the  queen   Blanche  his  fiilerj  •  the 

widow  of  king.  Philip^  refided .     That  lady^receiyed 
^.      him  cheerfully^  and  ga^e  up  to  him  every  thing  flie 
poflefled. '  ^ 

The  king  of  Navarre  made  this  tcrwn  and  ca^^jL 
his  principal  garrifbn.  He  colle£ted  men  at  ariDB 
from  all  parts^  andrf^ldiers  from  Brabant^  Gtlr* 
^. .  many^  Hainaulfj  Bohemia.  People  every  where 
came  willingly  to  ferve  under  him;  for  he  paid 
them  largely  out  of  the  treafures  he  had  aawfledj 
«  ^flirough  the  means  of  the  provoR  of  mefflUmts^ 
from  the  city  of  Paris>  as  well  as  from  the  neigh- 
houring  towns.  # 

The  lord  Philip  de  Navarre  withdrew  his  foiies 

.  to  M ratesf  and  MeulanJ,  upon  the  river  Seine, 

where  he  pofled  garrifons.     Every  day  their  forces 

.    ^JTere  illcreafed  by  thofe   who  were  defirous  of 

getting  money. 

*  In  wis  manner  did  the  king  of  Navarre  begin 

his  war  upon  the  kingdom  of  France ;  which  was 

cfpecially  directed  againft  the  city  of  Paris,  for  he 

was  mailer  of  the  three  rivers,  the  Seine^  Marne, 

and  Oife. 


*  Melun, — an  ancient  town  in  the  ifle  of  France,  ten  leagues 
aird  a  half  from  Paris. 

i  Mantes,— in  the  iile  of  France,  capital  of  the  Maptois,  four- 
teen leagues  froni  Paris. 

J  Meulan,  or  Meullent,— iif  the  ifle  of  Fiance,  four  leagues 
'  Irom  Mantes;  ten  from  Paris. 

The 
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The  Kav&rrois  multiplied  fo  faA,  that  they  took 
the  itroDg  town  of  Creil^ :  they  were  befides  the 
mailers  of  the  river  Oife^  and  the  firong  eafile  of 
Heriellef^  three  leagues  diflant  from  AmienSi  and 
afterwards  of  Mauconfeil|. 

The  capture  of  thefe  three  fortrefles  was  the 
caufe  of  innumerable  ills  to  the  realm  df  France^ 
There  were  at  leafl  fifteen  hundred  combatants  who 
Ipirere  overrunning  the  country^  without  any  attempt 
made  to  oppofe  them.  They  foon  fpread  farther^ 
and  took^  (hortly  after wardy  the  cafile  of  St.  Va*^ 
lery§,  of  which  they  made  a  very  ftrong  garrifon^ 
Sir  William  de  Bonnemare  and  John  de  Seguresg 
Were  governors  of  it.  They  had  under  them  full 
five  hundred  fighting  men^  with  whom  they  feoured 
the  country  as  far  as  Dieppe  and  Abbeville^  along 
the  fea-coafi,  to  the  gates  of  Crotoy^.  KoyOj  and 
Montreuil-fur-mer. 

Thefe  Navarrois^  whenever  they  had  determined 
to  take  a  caftle^  whatever  its  ilrength  might  be> 
never  failed  of  fucceeding.  They  frequently  made 
^xcurfions  of  thirty  leagues  in  a  nighty  and  fell 


*  Creil, — ^a  town  in  the  ifle  of  France,  on  the  Oife,  twenty 
leagues  and  a  half  from  Amiens,  ten  leagues  and  a  half  firom 
Paris. 

t  La  Herielle,— a  village  of  Picardy»  in  the  ele&ion  6f  Mont- 
didier,  near  BreteuiU 

t  Q.  if  not  Maucourti  which  is  a  village  of  Picardy,  near 
Noyon. 

)  A  town  m  Picardy,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Somme»  four  leagues 
and  a  half  from  Abbeville. 

II  Sir  John  Segari  an  Eoglilhman.— B^iiNKS.  ' 

upon 
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iipon  a  country  that  never  fufpe6led  they  coald 
come  to  them.  Thus  did  they  ruin  and  deftroy  the 
fortreffes  and  caftles  in  the  kingdom  of  France. 

They  took  pleafure  to  fiimmon  knights^  ladies, 
and  damfels,  before  they  ^yere  out  of  bed,  for  their 
ranfoms.  Sometimes  they  feized  all  they  had,  and 
then  turned  them  out  of  doors. 

The  lord  Fondrigais  of  Navarre  was  chief  go- 
vernor of  Creil  upon  Oife.  He  gave  paflports  to 
thofe  who  wifhed  to  go  from  Paris  to  Noyon,  or 
from  Noyon  to  Corapiegne,  or  from  Conipiegne 
to  Soiffons,  or  Laon,  as  well  as  to  other  parts  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Thefe  paflports  were  worth 
to  hhn,  during  the  time  he  remained  at  Creil,  one 
hundred  thoufand  livres. 

Sir  John  de  Piquigny,  who,  though  of  Picardy, 
was  ftrongly  attached  to  the  caufe  of  Navarre,  re- 
fided  in  the  caftlc  of  Herielle.  His  troops  grievoufly 
opprefled  the  inhabitants  of  Montdidier,  Arras,  Pc- 
ronne,  Amiens,  and  all  that  part  of  Picardy  on  the 
river  Somme. 

In  the  caftle  of  Mauconfeil  were  three  hundred' 
men,  under  the  command  of  Rabigeois  de  Dury*, 
Charles  Frangnelin,  and  Hannequin  Francois;  they 
plundered  the  country  all  round  Noyon,  and  all 
the  large  towns  and  raonaifteries  which  were  not 
fortified,  if  their  inhabitants  did  not  ranfom  them- 

*  Barnes  fays,  that  *  in  Mauconfeil  were  three  hundred  men 

at  arms,  under  thefe  captains,  Rabigois  of  DerrJ,  an  IriiluDao, 

Franklin  and  Haukins,  two  f(iuires  of  England,  fir  Robert  Knolles 
his  companions/ — Page  54i. 

felves 
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fclves  from  tliefe  captains,  by  paying  them^  a  certain 
number  of  florins  weekly:  on  any  other  conditions 
they  would  have  been  burnt  and  deftroyed,  for 
the£e  rufiians  >vere  very  cruel  to  their  enemies.     - 

From  fuch  caufcs  asthefe,  the  lands  were  uncul- 
tivated; for  no  one  dared  to  till  them;  fo  that 
very  great  fearcity  foon  added  to  the  difafters  un- 
der  which  the  kingdom  already  laboured. 


CHAP.   CLXXXVIL 


THE    NAVARROIS    ARE    BESIEGED    IN     THE     CASTLB 
OF    MAUCONSEIL,    BY    THE    MEN   OF   PICARDY^ 

TX/'HEN  the  duke  of  Normandy,  who  refided  at 
Paris,  heard  that  thefe  men  at  arms  were  de- 
ftroying  the  country,  under  the  name  of  the  king 
of  Navarre,  and  that  their  numbers  were  daily  in- 
creafing,  he  fent  to  all  the  principal  towns  in  Pi- 
cardy  and  Vermandois,  to  require  that  each  fliould, 
according  to  his  proportion,  fend  a  certain  number 
of  men  at  arms,  on  foot  and  on  horfeback,  to  op- 
pofethe  Navarrois,  who  were  ruining  the  kingdom 
of  which  he  had  the  government.  The  citicjs  and 
chief  towns  willingly  complied  with  his  requefl;: 
they  taxed  themfelves,  according  to  their  fortunes^ 
with  men  at  arms,  both  horfe  and  foot,  archers 
and  crofs-bowmen. 

Thefe  advanced  firft  toward  the  good  city  of 
Noyon,  making  flraight  for  the  garrifon  of  Mau- 
confeil,  becaufe  they,  thought  this  the  weakeli  of 

thr 
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the  fortreflfes  of  the  Navarrois^  and  that  which  faa4 
moil  harafled  the  inhabitants  of  Nojon  and  the 
country  of  Yermandois. 

The  bifliop  of  Noyon,  the  lord  Raoiil  de  Coucy, 
the  lord  de  RnvenaL  the  lord  de  Chaunj;,  the  lord 
de  Roye^  and  fir  Matthew  de  Roye  his  brother^ 
Were  the  captains  and  leaders  of  thefe  men  at  arms 
and  the  other  tfoops.  Thefe  lords  had  with  them 
many  Other  knights  and  fquires  from  Picardy  aod 
Vermandois^  who,  laying  fiege  to  Mauconfeil/made 
many  aflaults  on  it,  and  hardly  prefled  the  garrifon  j 
who,  when  they  could  not  hold  out  much  longer, 
fent  to  infof  m  fir  John  de  Piquigny  of  their  dif* 
trefled  fituation.  He  then  refided  in  the  cafile  of 
la  Herielle.  All  thefe  garrifons  and  places  were 
under  his  command.  He  made  hafte  therefore  tb 
foccour  his  good  friends  in  Mauconfeil,  and  fent 
orders  privately  to  the  garrifon  of  Creil,  to  arm 
fhemfelves  direHly,  and  to  march  to  a  certain  fpot  ^ 
which  he  pointed  out  to  them ;  for  he  Aieant  to 
make  an  excurfion  through  the  country  with  all 
the  men  at  arms  under  his  command.  When  they 
were  all  aflembled,  they  amounted  to  one  thoufand 
lances  at  leaft.  Thev  rode  on,  under  the  dire6lion 
of  guides,  all  that  night,  without  halting,  and  camQ 
before  the  cafi:]e  of  Mauconfeil  at  day-break.  There 
was  fo  thick  a  fog  that  morning,  that  they  could 
not  fee  the  length  of  an  acre  of  ground.  Imme- 
diately on  their  arrival,  they  fell  fuddenly  on  the 
French  army,  who,  not  expe6ling  them,  nor  having^ 
a  ftifficient  guard,  were  lleeping  as  if  in  perfe^ 
fafety.    The  Navarrois  fet  up  their  cry,  and  began 
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to  kill  and  cut  down  both  men,  tents  and^paVtlUons. 
The  ikirmifli  was  very  Iharp,  iu  fo  much  that  the  ' 
French  had  not  time  to  arm  thcmfelves  or  coUe£l 
together,  but  ran  off,    as  fiP'as  they  could,  to   » 
Noyon,  which  was  har#by,   and  the  Navarrois 
after  them« 

Many  were  flain  and  unhorfed  between  N#yon 
and  Or  camp*,  and  between  Noyon  and  Pont  TE- 
vequef,  and  in  that  neighbourhood.  The  dead 
and  wounded  lay  in  heaps  on  the  ground,  on  the 
highways  and  between  the  hedges. 

The  purfuit  lafied  as  far  as  the  gat^^ll^  Noyon^ 
whijch  put  that  town  in  great  danger  of  bein^ 
ruined  ;  for  fome  of  both  parties  who  were  there^ 
have  declared,  that  if  the  Navarrois  had  chofen^  fl 
they  might  for  a  certainty  have  entered  the  towB^ 
as  thofe  who  belonged  to  it  were  fo  much  frigfatr 
(ened,  when  they  returned,  th^  they  forgot,  or  had 
not  time  to  fliut  the  gate  leading  to-Compeigne^ 

The  bi(hop  of  Noyon  was  taken  prifoner,  near 
ihe  barriers,  and  gave  his  word  to  furrender  bim^ 
fi^Jf*  or  lie  would  have  beeq  killed.  On  the  mox^ 
row,  the  lord  Raoul  de  Coucy  was  taken,  as  were 
the  lord  Raoul  de  Ravenal,  the  lord  de  Chaui^ 
and  his  two  Tons,  le  borgne^'de  Rouvroy,  the  lord 
de  Turte^  the  lord  de  Vendueil,  the  lord  Anthonjr 
de  Coudun,  and  full  one  hundred  knights  and 
fquires. 

*  t  Villages  near  Noyon. 

t  Q.  Borgae,-^whether  one-eyed,  or  fom«  title,  as  ciiptal  «r 
ouldicb  1 

4  There 


There  were  upwards  df  fifteen  hundred  mea 
flain :  the  greateft  lofs  fell  upon  thofe  who  came 
from  the  city  of  Tournay :  they  fuffered  mucli,  as 
^  many  had  come  frdln  that  part.  Some  faid^  that 
of  the  feven  hundred  #hich  they  at  firft  werc^ 
fcarcely  any  returned  back^  but  all  were  either 
killed  or  taken  prifoners.  The  garrifon  of  Mau- 
confeil  made  a  fally^  to  complete  this  defeat^  which 
happened  in  jthe  year  1358,  on  the  Tuefday  follow- 
ing the  feaft  of  our  Lady,  the  middle  of  Auguft, 

The  Navarrois  conduced  the  greater  part  of 

their  priftoers  to  Creil,  becaufe  it  was  a  good  and 

ftrong  town.     They  acquired  by  this  expedition 

much  wealth,  as  well  in  jewels  as  by  the  ranfoms 

^         of  their  prifoners. 

From  this  time  they  became  rich,  and  ranfomed 
the  citizens  of  Tournay  and  thofe  of  the  other 
towns  whom  they  had  captured  cheerfully,  for  fuch 
fort  of  ware  as  fwords,  axes,  fpear  heads,  jackets, 
doublets,  houfings,  and  for  all  the  different  forts  of 
tools  they  were  in  want  of. . 

The  knights  and  fquires  took  their  payments  in 
ready  money,  in  courfers  or  other  horfes;  and  one 
poor  gentleman,  that  had  not  wherewithal  to  pay, 
they  made  ferve  for  a  quarter  of  a  year :  two  or 
three  were  treated  in  this  manner.  With  regard 
to  wines  and  provifion,  they  had  plenty:  for  all 
the  flat  countries  fupplied  them  handfomely  by 
way  of  ranfom.  The  towns  got  nothing,  but  in.  an 
underhand  manner,  or  by  means  of  their  paiTports, 
which  they  fold  at  a  high  price.  By  this  method 
they  could  obtain  all  they  wanted,  except  hats  of 

beaver. 
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beaTer,  oftrich  feathers^  and  fpear  heads  ;  which 
things  they  never  would  infert  in  their  paflporta. 

The  garrifon  of  Mauconfeil  deflrojed  the  greater 
part  of  the  fine  abbey  of  Orchamps,  at  which  the 
governor  was  much  enraged  when  inform«d  of  it. 

Thefe  Navarrois  fpread  thetnfelvea  over  manj 
places,  along  the  banks  of  the  Somme  and  the 
Oife;  and  two  of  their  men  at  arms,  called  Ra- 
bigeois  de  Dury  and  Robin  I'Efcot*  took  by  efca- 
]ade,  the  good  town  of  Berlyf,  in  which  they 
placed  a  garrifon,  and  ftrongly  fortified  it.  Thefe 
two  companions  had  in  pay,  under  their  command, 
about  four  hundred  men,  to  whom  they  gave  fixed 
wages,  and  paid  them  every  month. 

The  garrifons  of  Beaulieu,  Crcil,  Mauconfeil, 
and  la  Herielle,  fcoured  all  parts  of  the  country,  as 
no  oneoppofed  them;  the  knights  having  fufficient 
employment  in  guarding  their  houfes  and  caftles. 
Thefe  Engl^li  and  Navarrois  went  armed  or  un- 
armed, and  rode  over  the  country  at  tlieir  pleafure, 
to  aniufe  thenlfelves,  from  one  garrifon  to  another, 
as  if  ull  had  been  at  peace. 

The  young  lord  de  Coucy  had  his  towns  and 
caftles  extremely  well  guarded :  he  was  alfo  lord 
liaramountof  that  part  of  the  country. 

The  canon  dc  Robefart  watched  the  Navarrois 
laetter  than  any  other,  and  haralTed  them  much  ; 
f  «or  frequently  he  had  overthrown  many  of  them. 

■  Q.  The  firft,  fee  note  p.  412  ;— the  fecond,  RobiD  Scoll. 
t  Q.  If  Dot  Btraulieu,  »  hich  is  a  lowu  in  Picardy,  in  ibe  diocefe 
i*.»»d  de£tian  of  Nojon. 

^VoL.  II.  Ee  CHAP. 
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•        CHAP,  cpq^xvin. 
^t^^nAt  or  tttE  efrisENB  of  amiehs  attempt 

To   MTE    UP   THAT   CITY    TO   THE    KAVARROIS.— 
A  rAffiNE   M   VRAl^CE. 

npHE  lor4  tJolin  4e  Piquigny^  \vho  was  much  Mr 
tftcVc4  to  the  king, of  Navarre^  was  the  chief 
of  his  c^unci}^  a^d  through  wbofe  affijtance  he  had 
efcfi|)ed  from  .prifoOj  refided  at  la  HerielU^  thre^ 
leagiies  from  Amiens«  He  had  tampered  fo  fuc- 
Cjefsfully,  bj  fipe  Ipeeches  and  otherwife^  with  fe* 
veral  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Amiens^  that  thej 
had  confented  to  admit  the  Navarrois  into  the  citj. 
Thefe  treacherous  citizens  had  even  hid  in  their 
chambers  and  garrets  fome^  of  the  Navarrois  that 
were  to  affift>  in  deilrojing  their  town.     > 

]U>rd  John  de  Piquignj,  lord  William  de  Gra- 
\ille,  lord  Fricquet  de  Fri quanta  lord  Lin  de  Be- 
layfy^  s^nd  the  lord  Fondrigaj^  came  one  night,  with 
upwards  of  feven  hundred  nien^  to  the  gates  of 'the 
city,  M'hich  lead  to  la  Herielle,  on  aflurance  pf  their 
friends  within  the  town,  that  they  (hould  be  open  ; 
and  th^y  kept  their  promife  Upon  this,  thofe  who 
had  been  hid  in  cellars  and  garrets  Tallied  forth, 
ihouting,  '  Navarre!'  whilll  the  inhabitants,  being 
awakened^  cried  put,  '  Treafon,  treafon ! '  and,  col- 
lefiing  themfelves  together,  hafiened  towards  the 
gate  where  the  greatefl  tumult  was,  between  the 
iuburbs  and  the  ctty. 

The  firft  comers  defended  the  gate  well,  and 

^th  good  courage :  numbers  were  flain  on  both 

2  fides. 
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MAe$.  i(  the  NftTiMrrots  h^A  faadftened  to  filter  i^ 
city  infiantly  on  their  arf  ival^  thpy  irQ*ild  have  vnim 
k ;  but  tiiey  loitered  in  the  M^foabs,  and  per  foiled 
4be  enierprize  i«  a  co^ardlj^ttapBer-biioughi 

This  fame  night/ Ood  inffMred  the  lord  Morel 
de  Fiennes^  confiable  of  France,  and  the  earl  de 
St.  Pol.,  who  were  at  Coriiie  in  great  force,  with 
4lie  defign  to  go  to  Amiens.     They  rode  there  fo 
left,  and  came  lb  opportunely,  that  the  Navarrois 
iiad  b4it  j«#i:  gained  ihe  fnburbs  :  thiy  were  exert- 
ing all  their  efforts  to  win  the  city,  and  muft  have 
foceeeded,  if  thefe  gentlemen  had  not  arrived.     As 
foon  as  they  had  entered  the  city  of  Amiens  by 
#««tber  gate,  they  advanced  to  "the  place  where 
4iie  battle  raged,  and  having  dif^leyed  their  banners^ 
drew  «p  their  men  in  liie  ftreet,  without  paffifig 
througii  the  gate  to  the  fuburbs;  for  they  gave 
AuMk  «ip  as  lo^,  w4iich  in  U^iHi  diey  were.     They^ 
by  this  timely  fuccour,  inff^ijred  frefli  courage  into 
4he  men  of  Amiens,  viiio  lighted  the  ftreets  with  a 
MMnber  of  torches,  and  with  pitched  ropes  in  iron 
liliitl>orn8. 

The  lord  John  de  Pjquigny  and  the  Navarrois^ 
Oil  hearing  th^d  tilieie  lords  and  their  fquadrons 
fwene  arrived,  and  drawn  up  in  the  city,  thought 
tiiat,  if  they  remained^  they  ran  a  riik  of  lofing 
vioce  than  they  could  gain :  lord  John,  therefore, 
eoHeSred  his  people  together,  and  founded  a  retreat, 
^hicb  he  made  as  handfomely  as  he  could,  but  not 
before  h^  had  deftroyed  and  burnt  the  fuburbs. 
"There  were  at  leaft  three  hundred  boufes,  and  a 
^  E  e  S  number 
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■em  gttai^^^ 
;  fuburbft^H 


number  of  baadfome  hofets,  witb  pw((h-churcb0ft.| 
burnt ;  for  notbiog  was  fpared. 

Thus  did  the  Navarrois  carrj  off  with  themg 
wealthy  wbich  the j  bad  found  in  the  large  t 
of  Amiens,   and  returned  with  maov  prifooers  to 
tbeir  different  garrifons. 

The  conilable  and  the  earl  of  St.  Pol,  upoo  the 
retrfat   of  the   Navarrois,   fcparated   their   troops, 
and  feiit  them  to  all  the  difi'erent  gates  of  the  cilv, 
with  orders,  under  pain  of  death,  to  fuffer  do  oat3 
to  quit  the  town.  .1 

On  the  morrow  morning,  thcfe  two  lords  anAfl 
fome  of  the  citizens  of  Amiens,  who  were  «e- 
quaioted  with  the  manner  in  which  the  town  bad 
of  late  been  gOTcrned,  and  who  fufpcfled  fome  of 
the  citizens  of  both  feses  of  this  treafon,  went  to 
the  houfes  of  thofe  tbej  were  in  fearch  of, 
arretted  feventeen,  who  were  foon  after  t 
hi  the  public  market-place. 

The  abbe  de  Gars  was  anions;  the  number, 
had  be«a  an  accomplice  in  this  treafon,  and  hn 
even  lodged  fome  of  the  Navarrois  in  his  houfe.      _ 

Shortly  after,  lis  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
Laon  were  arretted  and  executed,  for  a  fimilar 
crime;  and  it  would  have  gone  hard  with  the biftop 
of  that  place  if  he  had  been  caught,  for  he  was  ac- 
cufed  of  being  concerned,  Mhich  afterwards  be 
could  not  deny;  but  he  quitted  the  town  fccretlr, 
as  he  had  good  friendn,  who  gave  him  notice  of 
what  was  likely  to  happen,  and  went  immediately 
to  the  king  of  Navarre,  at  Meluii  fur  Seine,  who 
^  moft 


mod  courteoufly  received  him.  Such  adven(urei 
as  thei'e  happened  often  in  France:  on  which  ac- 
count, the  barons  and  knights,  as  well  as  the  ci- 
ties and  principal  towtis,  were  alwaj'S  upon  their 
guard.  To  fpeak  truly,  the  king  of  Navarre  had 
many  friends  intermixed  in  every  part  of  France; 
and,  if  they  had  not  been  difcovered,  much  worfe 
things  would  have  been  done,  though  in  truth  they 
did  enough. 

During  this  time,  the  duke  of  Normandy  and  his 
brothers  relided  at  Paris.  No  merchants  nor  others 
dared  to  venture  out  of  the  town,  to  look  after 
their  concerns,  or  to  take  any  journey;  for  they 
were  attacked  and  killed,  whatever  roads  they  took. 
The  kingdom  was  fo  full  of  the  Navarrois,  they 
were  mafters  of  all  the  fiat  countries,  the  rivers, 
and  the  principal  towns  and  cities.  This  caufed 
fuch  a  fcarcity  of  provifions  in  France,  that  a  fmall 
calk  of  herrings  was  fold  for  thirty  golden  crowns, 
and  every  thing  elfe  in  proportion.  Many  of  the 
poor  died  with  hunger.  This  famine  lafted  more 
than  four  years.  The  great  towns,  in  particular, 
were  much  diftreffed  for  fait,  which  could  only  be 
had  through  the  minifters  of  the  duke  of  Nor- 
mandy, who  fold  it  at  a  very  dear  rate,  in  order 
to  collefil  more  money  to  pay  the  foldiers. 
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CHAP;  CLXXXIX. 

TUTE  MEN  oi^  I^ICAltDY  A^SIEGE  'tH£  ^kVAtOidiS. 
IN  Sf .  VALEftt.— tHE  KINGt^btf  6f  FItANCE  IS 
nLLED    WITH    NAVARHOIS.  , 

i    .  •    •  .      ■         ■    '  ■ 

^HE  confiabie  of  Ftodco  and  tbe.  joimg  w\  of 
St.  Pol .  acq^uired  great  popularitjr  in  Picardjjfv 
for  the  fuccours  which  they  had  brought  ta  AdOEueni.. 
The  knights  and,  fquires  p£  thai  province  uiiiied 
themfelves  to  theo^;  and  thejc.tl^ouglit-t&e^  were 
now  in  fufficient  force  to  lay  iiege  to.  St.  V^ry. 

The  ^niiable  fent  to  all  th^.  principal  towns,  tt> 
inform  thorn  of  it:  upon  whifb^  ^ofe  of  Taum&}r, 
I^fle,  Douay^  -^'^^fi  Bethtine^  St.'Omer;  St.  Quest 
tin^  Peronne^  Amiens^  Corbie^  and  Abbeyille^  met 
together  :  tbey  engaged  to  fi^.  a  certain  number 
o^jnen^  whom  they  fept  tathp  confiabie^ and  tbe 

earl  of  St.  Pol. 

•  .     ■        ••.■•.... 

.  Even  the  knigjUts  an4  fquire»  of  Uaiiiault  jflii 
th^mielveii  in  motion^  and  came  tbitber^^  on.  a^ji^oimt 
of  the  efiates  they  had  in  F/aape.  : 

The  l(H'df  d'Aadregl^fl^  fj^t  thitber  the  joung 
feaeicfaal  of  UainauH^  tltei!)pr4  Sobn  dcjATcithui^ 
magmfieently  eqwppedy  ih^  lord  Hugh  .d'Anteing 
his  coufin^  with  ffiaoy  others;  when  they  iBaif^jMid- 
to  lay  fiege  to  St.  Valery. 

There  were  full  two  thoufand  knights  and  fquires; 
and  the  chief  towns  had  fent  twelve  thoufand  com- 
mon foldiers  at  their  expence:  Abbeville,  in  par- 
ticular^ was  too  heavily  taxed,  for  thence  they  took 

all  their  purveyances. 

The 
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The  fiege  of  «.  Valcrj  lafled  flitt(*ifttr;  W*T§ 
were  many  fliarp  afiaults  and  ikirmiflies.  illi^itift 
^f cry  day  there  wte  fetnediiltg*  ofthk  ^  i&rt  '^cfing 
forward;  for  the  yotuig  I»f^bl^  aiid  ftjrfircfi  Vjr^ttt 
ei^er  f^  make  trial  of  their  aMhsr,  ahd  they  readily 
found  thofe  irho  would  gratify  thend.  The  W 
WilKam  de  Bonn^mlire^  ^  John  Segat,  and  feT^ral 
ottier  knights^  vfhty^tte  m  tie  gkrtif^^  -  adyiaic&d 
fronor  the  barriers  of  the  cafite^  to  tilt  and  flciiffiiiA 
with  thofo  of  the  army ;  fo  that  there  wcrfe*  ge^ 
^erally   fon^  killed    M  wounded  on  hdiSi^  fil^^ 

dAiiy.  ;•■■  ■,'•■        '  ;.■  ■■'■  -;■    ;^"^»^ 

There  might  have  been  in  St.  Valery  three^BVkii- 
dred  companiolis^  "Without  ^^eounting  tboffe  of  the 
toifti^  whom  they  forced  to  figbt  and  affift  tlii^di; 
eflfcfrwife  if  wodd  have  ended  Medly.       '  ''-  -^      | 

The  chiefs  of  the  befieg6#fi^  wdciTed  edging  of 
war  to  be  brought  from  Amiens  ^A  -Abbvf^fill^^ 
and  to  be  pointed  againfi  St.  Y alery>  vi^ichi:  caft 
large  fiones^  add  trtnefa  harafied  tlte  inhabitaiMir^ 
who  bad  camion  and  fpricigiHs^^  with  whicb  th^y 
annoyed  the  army. 

Whilfi;  this  fiege  was  earryJn^  od^  and  the  kii^j^ 
of  Navarre  making  war  in  all  parts  of  France^  tfte 
captal  of  Buch,  edufin  to  the  king  of  Navafr^, 
arrived  at  Cherbdarg^  accordinj^  to  his  intreatids^ 


*  Eipriiigalles,   or  efpringolds^  or  fpringolds^  were  macliines 
whence  came  ibot,  S,6tie%,  or  bolt^ 

SkiKKKr's  Dictionary. 
*  And  eke  withki  the  cafKl  were 
'  SpringoidLs,  goDoe-s,  bowes,  and  archers/ 

Chaucer's  Rfaande  la  Rose,  verfes  4dO>  491. 
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being  retained  by  him,  with  two  bundred  lauccs  ia  J 
tih  pay. 

The  captal,  on  his  arrival  in  Normandy,  took  | 
the  field,  and,  paffiag  through  the  lands  of  the  king  ^ 
of  JCavarre,  came  to  Mantes,  where  he  found  the 
lord  Philip  de  Navarre,  with  whom  he  tarried  fome 
days.     He  then  fet  out  fecretly  with  all  hie  com- 
panions,  ant^,  made,  fucb  expedition  in  one  night, 
through  the  good   country  of  Vexin  and  Beau- 
voifis*,  thai  he  arrived  at  Clermont+  in  Beauvoilis, 
which  is  a  larjje  town,  though  not  inclofed,  with  a  i 
haadfume  cafile,  having  one  large  tower  walled  all  J 
rouud. 

.    Immediately  after  having  fummoned  it,  he  tookf 
it  by  fcaladoj  though  the  tower  had  hitherto  beeal 
deeiaed  impregnable.     Nevertheiefs  he  fucceede^l 
by  means  of  rope-ladders,  and  by  uling  arrow-headi  ' 
to  at^ch  them  to  the  walls.     The  firft  perfon  who 
entered  was  fir  Bernard  de  la  Salle,  climbing  like  a 
cat.     He,  in  bis  time,  had  taken  many  other  places 
by  fimilar  means.     The  captal  de  Buch  exerted 
himfeif  fo  much  tiiat  he  conquered  Clermont,  which 
he  and  his  companions  kept  pofleflion  of  for  a  long 
time.      He  from  that  poft  haraffed  the  countries  of 
Vexin  and  Btauvoilis,  with  the  afliftance  of  the 
NavarroiB,  who  wciu  in  garrifon  in  the  neighbour- 
ing fortreffes,  fuch  as  Creil,  la  Herielle,  and  Mau- 
confeii.     All  the  fiat  countries  were  at  their  dif-g 
pofal,  as  there  were  none  to  oppofe  them. 


•  A  fmall  province  iu  the  iile  of  Ftance.     Btauvois  in  tilt 

capitul. 
t  l"irt«n  leagues  frora  Paris. 
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lb  fuch  maoDer  was  the  whole  kingdom  of  France 
kept  in  a  fiate  of  warfare^  under  the  name  of  the 
king  of  Navarre.  Many  firong  cafiles  were  taken 
in  BriOj  Champagne  and  Valois^  in  the  bifhopricks 
of  Noyon^  Soiflbns^  Senlis  and  Laon^  of  which  di- 
Ters  knights  and  fquires  from  foreign  parts  were 
made  governors. 

In  that  part  of  the  country^  near  Pont  fur  Seine*j 
towards:  Provinsf,  TroyesJ,  Auxerre$^  and  Ton-r 
nerre]),  they  were  fo  overrun  with  foldiers  that 
00  one  dared  to  venture  out  of  the  firong  cities 
and  well^fortified  towns ^  Sir  Peter  Audley  refided 
in  the  caftle  of  Beaufort^  between  Chaions  and 
Troyes^  which  was  part  of  the  duke  of  Lancafler's 

inheritance. 

■»  - 

Sir  Euflace  d'Amhreticourt^  a  Hainatilter^  refided 
fometimes  on  Pont  fur  Seine^  fometimes  at  the  caft)e 
of  Nogent^  with  about  five  hundred  •  combatants^^ 
who  pillaged  all  the  country  round  about. 

In  another  part  of  Champagne^  lived  a  fquire 
from  Germany  called  Albret.  Thefe  three  cap* 
tains  kept  pofleffion  of  all  Champagne  and  the 
country  on  the   Marne,   with   upwards   of   fixty 

,1  I  1^— —     I     I  II  !■■  ■■  ■       ■        ■■ Ill  .l^ 

*  A  town  in  Champagne,  diocefe  of  Sehs^  twenty-eight  leagues 
from  Paris. 

t  An  ancient  city  of  Bine,  diocefe  of  Sens,  twenty-two  leagues 
from  Paris. 

I A  large  city  of  Champagne,  thirty-eight  leagues  and  a  half^^ 
from  Paris* 

§  An  ancient  city  of  Burgundy,  capital  of  the  Auxerrois,  forty- 
one  leagues  ipid  a  half  from  Paris. 

II A  town  in  Champagne^  diocefe  of  I:Angres,  forty-eigbt  leagues 
4uid  a  balf  from  Paris*  , 

caftl^4    * 
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eefiles  ^and  fortified  boufe».  At  asy  time  t6ej 
pkafed^  they  could  bring  into  the  field  more  thiM 
two!  thoufand  combatants. 

That  whale  diftri6i  wa»  under  their  fubje£lioD: 
they  ranfomed  or  robbed  every  one.  They  bad  pi^ 
laged  and  burnt  the  good  towns  of  Ay>  Eperaay*^ 
'  and  Vertusf,  and  all  the  chief  to wM  ofitheMtttMy 
as  far  a»  Chateau  Thierry  J,  with  thofe  thiiit  were 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rbeims$.  They^  had  alfd 
tiJLen  the  good  town  and  caftle  of  R6My||»  and 
the  ftrong  caflle  of  Hans1[  in  Champagne,  aicend-' , 
iag  the  riyer  as  far  as  St.  Aiitoine  m  Perteis^ 

Further  advanced  on  the  borders  of  Burgpondy 
mad  Pertois^  Thibat  de  Chaufour  and  John  dei 
Chaufour  had  taken  up  their  quarters  ifl  the  name 
«f  the  kiag  of  Navarre.  They  bad  got  'pofie^n 
ef  a  ftrong  cafile  called  Mont  Sangonf  f ,  in  the 
diocefe  of  Langres;  in  which  they  had  a  garrifoB 
,of  four  hundred  men^  who  fcoured  the  cotmtry  as 
far  as  the  bifhoprick  of  Verdun  and  the  country  of 
Soiflbns. 


*  An  ancient  city  of  Ciiampagne^  diocefe  of  Rheiins>  fhirfy-fhrte 
kagoe:»  from  P<iri8. 

t  A  town  in  Champagne^  near  Epernay. 

t  A  city  in  Brie,  diocefe  of  SoifTons,  twenty-one  Mgucs  and  a 
half  from  Paris. 

f  An  ancient  city  and  archUfhopriek  in  Champs^ne,  thhty-e^bt 
leagues  from  Paris. 

It  A  village  in  Champagne,  dioce  je  and  eledion  of  TVo^es» 

^  A  village  in  Champagne,  ele6iion  of  St.  Meqehotkld. 

**-FertiRS,— a  fertile  country  of  Cbampagnie. 

it  Q.  if  not  Monfaujon?  which  is  in  the  diocefe  of  t£mgre», 

•  Between 
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Between  Laon  and  Rheima  were  other  pillagers, 
whofe  principal  garrifon  was  at  Vely,  in  which 
there  were  fix  hundred  men.  R,abigeois  de  Dury, 
an  Eftgtifltma*,  «-«»  thfi  gitYeraof  of  it.  He  re- 
tained .alt  fbrfs  of  pierfom,  vtbo  wiAed  to  ferve 
iiAder  him;  and,  as  he  paid  well  and  puo^aJlj, 
he  WAS  dulj  obeyed. 

He  li^  with  him  Robert  Scoit,  as  companida  in 
his  gruDS  ,and  toiTes,  wlio,  ^^ruig  the  CbrifUnas 
hoti^yilj','w6a  and  plundered  the  firong  cafiTe  ^id 
town  of  Rquc;^,  iq  -which  he  eftablilHed  a  g»rriu>a. 
tha|t  was  afterwards,  a  great  grievance  to  the  neighr 
hourhoo^.  He.  raufomed,  the  e^rj,  -  his  lady  and 
dkughtcTj  for  the  fiim  of  twelve  thouJ^4  golden 
florins  au  mouton,  and  Jk.ept,pckfleffio^.of  the  town 
and  ci^e  alT  that  winter  and  eofuiog  fummer  of 

I**;',.  .'■;""■:,      . 

As  fbon  as  fhe^earl  of  iBCoitcj  had  paid  his  ran- 
foQti  he  'went  to'  refide  in  Haon,.  and  in  divers  other 
pTaces.  puring  this  peciddj  there  was  not  any 
tiffing  of  the  gtound,  fo  that  it  caufed  a  great 
fcarcity  in  a  Ihort  time. 

'    'jlttmliaPicu^.dloMft-aulcIeatMof  Laoa. 
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'  CHAP.  CXC. 

tilE   CANON     DE    ItOBESABT     DEFEATS    TUB      HA^ 
IN    TUB    LAONKOIS,    KEAB    TO    CRBIL, 

A  BOXTT  this  time/ as  I  ha\e  been  informed,  i\ 
canon  de  Robefart  peribimed  a  very  gallr 
aflion.  It  fell  out,  that  as  the  lord  of  Pinon, 
knight-banneret  of  Vermandois,  was  riding  froi 
one  ftrong  place  to  another,  accompanied  by  aboi 
fixty  men  at  arms,  the  garrifous  of  Vely* 
Roucy,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred,  but  witl 
out  their  captains,  were  alfo  abroad  to  fee  what  the] 
could  capture. 

As  they  advanced  towards  Creil,  they  perceivi 
the  lord  of  Pinon  marching  in  good  order,  in 
plain  near  that  town,  with  his  pennon  difplayt 
Tiiey  immediately  faw  they  were  French  :  the  loi 
de  Pinon  alfo  knew  they  were  his  enemies,  and  thi 
he  bad  no  way  to  efcape  from  them.     However, 
and  his  little  troop  turning  to  the  right  and  fkirtii 
Creil,  for  the  Navarrois  had  cut  oft' his  retreat  thi 
way  he  had  come,  ftuck  fpurs  into  (heir  borfes  to 
fave  themfelvesj  if  poOible,  by  flight ;  but  (he  Na- 
varrois purfiied  them,  crying  out,  '  St.   George, 
Navarre  !'   and,  being  better  mounted,  would  have 
come  up  wi(h  them  in  lefs  than  half  a  league. 

It  chanced  that  the  lord  de  Pinon,  in  bia  flight, 
met  with  a  large  and  deep  ditch,  inclofed  on  one  fidfl 
by  ftrong  hedges,  and  having  only  one  eoitJ 


•  Vely,— a  cUalellany  in  Kcardy,  dioctfe  of  Soiflbii*. 
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which  was  To  aarrow  horfes  could  not  pats  through. 
As  foon  as  he  was  come  near,  he  noticed  the  ad- 
vantage that  might  be  made  of  it,  and  laid,  '  Dif- 
mount,  dismount :  it  is  much  better  to  wait  here 
the  chance  of  war,  and  defend  ourfelves,  than  to 
be  flain  or  made  pnfoners  in  our  flight.' 

Upon  which,  all  his  people  difmounted  ;  as  did 
the  Nayarrois  on  their  arrival.  la  the  troop  of  the 
lord  de  Pinon,  there  was  a  knight,  who,  calling 
bis  page,  faid,  '  Mount  my  courfer,  and  fpare  him 
not,  but  gallop  to  the  garrifoii  of  Pierrepont*,  and 
intreat  the  canon  de  Robefart  to  come  to  our  af- 
fiftance.'  The  page  anfwered,  '  Snppofe  I  fliould 
meet  with  him,  how  will  it  be  poflible  for  him  to 
arrive  in  time,  for  it  is  five  leagues  diftant  from 
hence.* 

The  knight  faid,  '  Do  thy  duty."  The  page 
immedialely  fet  oft',  and  left  his  matter  fiercely  at- 
tacked bythefe  plunderers  of  Veiy  and  Roucy. 

The  lord  de  Pinon  and  bis  company  defended 
themfelvcs  with  great  valour.  He  kept  poifeflion 
of  the  advantageous  pofition  in  the  ditch,  without 
any  lofs,  from  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  the 
afternoon. 

I  will  now  return  to  the  page,  who  never  broke 
gallop  until  he  came  to  Pierrepont  in  the  Laonnois. 
He  delivered  his  meflage  to  the  canon  de  Rohefart, 
who  replied  that  he  would  do  his  duty,  and  hafien 
to  the  place  where  the  lord  de  Pinon  was  engaged, 
as  he  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  fpot. 


i. 


*  A  vjlldge  in  Picardv,  dioceie  of  Laon. 

He 
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He  Mdem^  Uii  AriunfBet  to  tomii,  Md  bin  ^MSt 
faakflaie^  who  might  be  aibaat  fix  tome,  4,9  mbust 
tbek  horfes.  At  the  fame  time^  h$  femt  off  j^neef 
bis  fenrafits  to  Laon,  whicb  ^ms  set  far  dtflinl;^  to 
inform  a  eafytain  wbo  nrat  flattooed  there  wkat  was 
going  forwards.  He  ivvrould  net  i/vjait  fi>r  Hie  arrt Vat 
of  this  retaforeemtnt^  hut  felt  o^  iiveSH^f,  ftitt  gal- 
lop^ fvJI^ick  be  C4iiitinued  ubUI  he  caiBe  to  tiie  lord 
de  Pinoa  and  bis  companjr^  'wbom  he  found  lo  hard 
pi^flTed  by  the  Navarrois^  that  ^bey  cpuld  not  fjiarre 
held  out  much  longer. 

The  canoQ  immediately  placed  hsA  lanee  ia  ils 
reft,  and  mfhed  upon  tibe  Kayarrois  with  f«cfc 
foree^  that  be  firock  down  three  the  firft  onftt. 
His  people^  beiog  freflai  a|id  in  fpdrits^  4roife  dowa 
the  Navarrois,  wbo  were  quite  fatigued  with  hariBg 
coihbated  the  whole  day. 

The  canon  de  Robefart  gave  facfa  deadly -blows 
with  his  battle  axe^  that  none  could  ftand  before 
him.  Thele  plunderers  were  totally  routed:  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  left  dead  on  tke 
field  of  battle ;  and  if  any  attempted  to  faye  thda- 
felves  they  were  met  by  the  detacbmeat  from  Laoo, 
who  made  fuch  a  flaugbter,  that,  of  the  three  hun- 
dred they  amounted  to  at  firfi,  fifteen  only  efcaped; 
the  refl;  were  ei^bor  ftain  or  made  prifeners. 
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CHAP.  CXCL 

^99    NATARR0I6  SU&R£NP{;&    ST.    T.ALERT    1*0  THIB     . 
FR^N^H^  WHO  ^AD  B£SX|&e£D  IT  A  XON«  TIMJEL 

T  HAVE  before  related^  that  the  lords  of  Picardy, 
Artois^  Ponthieu  and  the  Boulonnois^  w^re  a 
eoofiderable  time  before  St.  Valeryj  that  they  had 
made  many  grand  attacks  upon  it  by  machines  and 
4tber  iojS^r  Uioents . 

Among  other  events,  it  chanced  that  the  lord  de 
Bacien  from  Picardy^  having  got  into  a  boat  to  re- 
connoitre more  particularly  the  cafile,  was  ftruck 
with  a  bolt  from  an  efpringal,  of  which  he  died. 
The  garrifou  had  fuch  quantities  of  artillery,  that 
•every  attack  upon  them  was  attended  with  great 
danger.     This  fiege^  therefore,  lafied  from  the  be- 
ginning of  Auguft  until  the  following  Lent     The 
lords  then  declared  they  would  ftarve  them  to  a 
Iwreader^  fince  they  could  not  take  it  by  aflkntL 
They  therefore  remained  a  long  time  ina6iiv^  }mt 
took  greiU;  care  to  guard  all  the  pafles,  to  that  b#« 
thing  could  enter  the  town  by  fea  or  land. 

Their  provifions  foon  began  to  leflen*  far  ibejr 
could  not  venture  abroad  to  forage :  on  the  oiiier 
hand>  they  faw  no  appearance  ^f  aoy  fuccourg 
i^^ming  to  them.  They  therefore  deter miqad  u 
coiii^cil  to  treat  with  the  copftable  mf  Francep  ike 
«arl  of  St.  Pol  and  the  other  barony  of  the  army,  t» 
fwrenderthefortrefs  upon  coaditMm  iliat  their  Uvm 
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mnd  fortunes  ihould  be  fpared^  and  that  they  might 
be  allowed  to  go  wherever  thej  pleafed. 

This  was  granted  them  ;  but  they  were  to  leave 
the  place  unarmed.  Some  difficulties  alfo  attended 
the  compliance  with  their  propofals^  for  the  eart 
of  St.  Pol  infifled  ou  their  furrendering  uncondi- 
tionally. 

At  this  time^  the  lord  Philip  de  Navarre  was 
advanced  towards  St.  Valery,  to  raifc  the  fiege, ' 
which  he  would  have  done^  if  the  garrifon  had  not 
been  in  fuch  hade  to  furrender.  He  and  his  army 
were  very  angry  at  the  event ;  but  they  could  net 
now  by  any  means  prevent  it. 


CHAP.  CXCIL 


THE  LORD  PHILIP  DE  NAVARRE  ASSEMBLES  THREE 
THOUSAND  MEN  TO  RAISE  THE  SIEGE  OF  ST. 
YALERY. 

^HE  lords  of  France  were  ft  ill  drawn  up  in  the 
plain ;  and,  though  no  one  had  left  the  army, 
yet  they  were  about  departing ;  ^  their  teaU,  pavi- 
lions and  baggage  were  packing  up ;  when  news  was 
brought  them  that  the  Navarrois  were  upon  their 
march,  and  not  more  than  three  leagues  off. 

It  was. the  lord  Philip  of  Navarre  who  governed 
all  the  territories  of  the  king  his  brother  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  the  county  of  Evreux ;  and  all  the  different 
parties  that  were  making  war  on  France  obeyed  hh 
orders.     He  had  been  informed  by  fir  John  de  Pi- 

quigpy 


.^quigny,  that  thegarrifon  of  St  Valerj  was  oa  the 
point  of  furrenderiug.  The  lord  Philip  was  en- 
couraged to  attempt  raifing  the  fiege ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  he  had  aflembled,  fecretly  p.t  Mantes  and 
Meulan,  three  thoufand  oien^  one  with  the  other. 
The  young  earl  of  Harcourt^  the  lord  de  Granville, 
fir  Robert  Knolles,.  fir  John  de  Piquigny,  were 
there^  with  many  other  knights  and  fquires,  who 
had  followed  him  to  within  three  leagues  of  St.  Va** 
lery  when  it  was  furrendered.  He  was  aflured  of 
the  truth  of  it,  by  the  arrival  of  the  lord  de  Bonri^ 
mare  and  fir  John  Segar,  who  met  him  on  his 
march. 

When  the  French,  who  had  taken  poflefiion  of 
St.  Valery,  heard  of  the  approach  of  the  Navarrois, 
the  eonfl;able,  the  earl  of  St.  Pol,  the  lord  de  Cha- 
tillon/the  lordde  Poix,  the  lord  de  Beaufault,  the 
lord  de  Helljp,  the  lord  de  Crefl;kes,  lord  Odoart  de 
Renty,  lord  Baudoyn  d'Ennekin,  and  fome  other 
barons  and  knights  who  were  prefent,  retired  into 
the  cafl;le,  to  a  council ;  when  it  was  refoWed  they 
fliould  advance  to  combat  their  enemies^ 

The  confl;able  iffued  his  orders  for  every  one  to 
fall  into  his  rank,  and  prepare  for  combat.     Upon 

^  which  they  all  marched  forward  in  good  order,  as 
if  they  were  immediately  to  fight  with  the  lord 
Philip". 
The  Navarrois,  learning  that  the  French  were 

.   marching  towards  them   in  battle*array,  to  th§ 

amount  of  thirty  thoufand  men/;  did  not  think  it 

advifable  to  wait  for  them,  b«t  crofled  the  river 

Somme  as.fpeedily  aspoflible,  a^^  took  pofi;  ia  the 

Vol.  II.  F  f  caftle 
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caftle  of  Long*  io   PonthieUj  with  their  horft 
baggage,  and  whatever  eWe  they  had,  which  fl 
ened  them  much  for  rooiu. 

They  had  fcarcelj  entered  it,  when  the  Fr< 
who  were  in  purfuit  of  them,  came  before  it,  abont 
the  hour  of  vefpers.      Their  numbers  were  con- 
tinually increafing  ;  for  the  common  fuMiers  froi 
the  cities  and  chief  towns  could  act  march  fo 
as  the  men  at  arms. 

The  lords  held  a  council,  and  determined  to  ti 
up  their  quarters  that  night  before  the  caftle, 
wait  for  mure  troops,  which  were  dropping  in 
after  another,  and  on  the  morrow  to  make  a  general 
affaiilt  upon  it. 

This  was  done.  But  the  Navarrois  within  the 
caftle,  being  fliorl  of  provifions,  as  foon  as  it  was 
midnight,  Allied  out  at  a  back  way,  without  any 
iioife,  and  took  the  road  for  the  Vcrmandois. 

They  were  more  than  two  leagues  off  before  the 
French  knew  of  their  departure:  they  immediately 
armed  Ihemfetves,  and  fct  out  after  them,  following 
the  tracks  of  their  horfes.  Thus  did  both  parties 
puih  forward,  the  Navarrois  firft,  and  the  French 
behiud.them,  until  the  Navarrois  came  to  the  littU 
village  of  Thorigny,  which  is  (ituated  on  an  emi- 
nence whence  there  is  a  good  view  of  all  the  coun- 
try round  about.  It  is  iu  the  Vermandois,  betwecB 
St.  Quentin  and  Peronne.  There  the  Navarrou 
talted,  to   refreth  themfelves  and  horfes,  and"^ 


on- 
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'  Long  et  le  Caftlclet, — a  village  of  Picardy,  near  Abbe viilc. 
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fight  their  enemies,  if  they  were  forced  to  it.  They 
had  formed  themielvess  in  a  circle  on  the  fumtnit  of 
the  eminence,  fo  that  they  might  profit  from  the 
iitua.tion  of  the  place. 

They  had  not  remained  long  before  they  faw  the 
whole  country  below  them  covered  over,  and  full 
of  Frenchmen,  who  feemed  to  amount  to  upwards 
of  thirty  thoufand. 

When  the  Navarrois  perceived  they  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  coming  to  attack  them,  they  iffued  out 
of  the  town,  and  drew  up  their  army  in  three  bat- 
talions :  the  firft  of  them  was  given  to  fir  Robert 
Knolles ;  the  fecond  to  fir  Lewis  de  Navarre,  and 
the  third  to  the  earl  of  Harcourt.  Neither  of  thefe 
battalions  confifted  of  more  than  feven  hundred 
fighting  men.  They  cut  their  lances  to  five  feet  in 
lengtb,  and  ordered  their  fervants  to  carry  their 
(purs  to  the  flope  of  the  hill,  where  they  were  to 
fix  them  with  the  rowels  nppermofl,  fo  that  their 
enemies  might  not  afcend  the  hill  at  their  eafe. 

The  lord  Philip  de  Navarre  knighted  the  young 
earl  of  Harcourt,  who  difplayed  his  banner,  as  did 
alfo  the  young  lord  de  GranviUe. 

The  French  halted  in  fight  of  the  Navarroia,  and 
difmounted,  for  many  were  defirous  to  give  then 
immediate  combat,  whilft  others  were  againfl:  it, 
faying,  '  Our  people  are  fatigued;  befides,  we  have 
fuch  numbers  in  the  rear,  that  it  is  proper  we  wait 
for  them,  and  take  up  our  quarters  >vhere  we  arp 
for  the  remainder  of  this  day.  It  will  be  night 
fooOj  and  we  can  fight  them  to-morrow  in  bettet 
prd^r,' 
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la  tills  filuation^  the  French  encamped  them- 
felves,  placing  all  their  baggage-waggons  round 
them,  of  which  they  had  great  numbers. 

^V^hen  the  Navarrois  found  that  there  was  no  in- 
tention of  attacking  them^  they  retired  towards 
evening  into  their  Tillage  of  Thorigny,  making  great 
fires  and  fmoke^  to  let  them  underitand  they  meant 
io  remain  there  that  night :  but  as  foon  as  it  was 
dark,  they  got  their  horfes  ready,  having  previpufly 
made  every  other  preparation,  and  fet  off  in  filence* 

The  night  was  dark  and  foggy ;  and  they  marchedi 
down  to  the  river  Somme,  which  they  crpfled  at 
a  ford,  near  a  finall  village  not  far  diflant  from 
Bethencourt* :  thence  thev  took  the  rpad  to  the 
wood  of  Bohainf ,  which  they  ikirted :  they  marched 
that  night  upwards  of  feven  leagues,  which  caufed 
many  of  the  worfe  mounted  to  remain  behind,  who 
were  made  prifoners  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bohain. 
^J'lie  peafauts  alfo  of  the  country  flew  many  who 
were  unable  to  keep  up  with  their  mafiers,  and  all 
who  had  loft  their  road. 

The  French  were  informed  of  the  departure  of 
the  Navarrois  a  little  before  day-break;  when  they 
rcfolved  to  crofs  the  Sorame  by  the  bridge  at  St. 
Quentin+,  and  to  pufli  forward  tovvards  Liannes$, 


^    *  A  village  iu  Picardy,  ek^liou  of  PerooDe. 

t  Bohain,— a  Tiuall  town  iu  Picardy,  eleaion  of  Guife,  near  St. 
Qnentin.  '     •  -        .  .    , 

t  A  ftroii^  City  in  Picardy,  diocefe  of  Noyea^*  generality,  of 
Araiens. 

§  Uaiines,  a  village  in  Picardy,  in  the  generality  of  Amieos.; 
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and  hy  tliis  means  to  come  up  with  tliera,  Eyerj  ^ 
one,  tliercfore,  mounted  his  liorfe  as  quiclil^  as 
pollible,  and  gallopped  on  for  the  failefl,  taking  tlie 
road  for  St.  Queiitiu,  wlitre  they  arrived  as  day 
appeared,  for  it  was  but  two  fiiort  luiigiies  diilant. 
The  conftable  and  the  earl  of  St.  Pol  were  anioiigj 
the  firft.  VYlien  tlie  guards  of  the  town  who  vf^r^ 
ilationed  over  the  (irft  gate  heard  the  buftle  of  th^jr. 
arrival,  they  began  to  be  alarmen),  as  they  knew  me. 
enemy  was  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  but  recolleHitigy 
that  the  draw-bridge  was  up,  they  were  fomewiaat- 
re-alTured,  as  that  would  prevent  them  from  doing, 
any  mifchicf.  They  alked,  who  they  wrre  that 
were  come  there  at  fucli  an  unufual  hour :  tlie  con- 
ftable anfwered,  '  We  are  fuch  and  fuch  perfons, 
and  with  to  pafy  through  (his  town  in  piirfuit  of  thfe. 
Navarrois,  who  have  ftolen  away  from  Thorigny, 
and  are  tlying  from  us  :  we  command  you  therefore, 
in  the  king's  name,  iofiantly  to  open  the  gales.' 
The  guard  replied,  that  the  keys  >verc  ;with  the 
magiftrates  in  the  town.  ;  •  t  .,  ;;■  i  h  v;  ■' 
Two  of  the  guard  went  to  thofe  that  had  *Uo 
keeping  of  the  keys,  who  told  them  they  wouldiiot 
confent  to  open  the  gates  till  they  bad  coufutted  the 
inhabitants.  By  this  means,  fo  much  time  was  loll 
that  it  was  after  fun-rife,  before  tliey  had  coulidered 
what  anfwer  to  give  ;  they  then  afceiidcd  over  lUe 
gateway,  and,  putting  their  beads  out  of  the  win- 
dows, thus  addreffed  the  conflable  and  the  earl  of 
St.  Pol,  who  were  waiting :  '  Dear  lords,  have  the 
goodnefs  to  take  compallion  and  excufe  us  tins  tiijie  ; 
but  it  is  the  determination  of  the  commonalty  of  the 
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town,,  that  only  fivft  or  fit  of  jrou  may  enter,  out 
of  ihc  T^tpeSt  wel)caT  yon :  th*  btfcers  tauft  gO  any 
other  wky  they  choofe.'  Thd  lords  were  fo  miUrh 
enraged  at  this  anfwer,  thlt  ntitny  high  trords  Md 
abufive  language  enfued  ;  nSVerthelefs,  thofe  of  St. 
Quentiii  would  not  open  their  gates. 

Thele  lords,  therefore,  gate  up  alKfhoughtd  of 
following  fiiHher  the  Navarrois,  as  it  would  have 
been  in  vain.  By  ^eaAVitife  of  the  tonftabte,  th« 
li'rejich  f^araVed  theturelY^,  liiid  (he  eatl  of  St 
Pol  wdiit  to  hiii  kiik\6  of  fiohain,  in  fuch  a  rage 
that  nb  5n^  dared  to  fpeak  to  hiin. 


CHAP.  CXCllL 

»lA.l(»£TXM;  ikUp&tT  IiBAM  A  F>RTY  OF    VAYAAWfiB, 
tH  T»fSi'J^lQW^  TO  TA&S  CHAI.ONS. 

^J^HUS  did^is-^aitaa  eiqi^difion  eod^  the 
French  fepikrattng^  M^ent  one  ^ay,  abd  the  Na- 
yarrdis  another  r  the  laft  eame  that  day  to  V^ly> 
where  they  croffcd  the  river  Oife  at  a  ford  J  wh^i 
finding  they  were  out  of  all  danger^  thciy  hiLlted  and 
refreflied  themfelves.  As  foon  as  they  thought  pro* 
pler^  they  returned  into  Normandy^  and  journeyed 
from  fortrefs  to  fortrefs  in  perfeB  ftturity^  as  they 
Vere  mailers  of  all  the  rivers  atid  flat  ebtlntry. 
Having  again  entered  the  diftriSl  of  Cocit«Minj 
fliey  carried  on  their  excurfioHSj,  sis  be^ore^  thrdogh 
Normandy. 

During  this  time^  the  king  of  NliVatre  remdned 
kt  Melun  upon  Seine^  with  a  kcrg^  body  of  itien  lit 
Arms. 

It 
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^It  happened  that  while  Hr  Peter  Audley  was  go- 
*'Ternor  of  Beaufort,  which  is  fituated  between  Trojes 
and  CliSlons,  he  imagined,  that  if  he  could  crofs 
the  Marne  above  the  town  of  Cbalons,  and  advance 
by  the  fide  of  the  monaftery  of  St.  Peter,  he  might 
eafily  take  the  town.  To  carry  this  ichenie  into 
effect.,  he  waited  until  the  river  Marne  was  low, 
when  he  fecretly  aflcmbled  his  companions  from 
five  or  fix  tiron^  cafl;le9  he  was  mafi.er  of  in  that 
neighbourhood.  His  army  confifted  of  about  four 
buudred  combatants.  They  fet  out  from  Beaufort 
at  midniglit.  He  led  them  to  a  ford  of  the  river 
Marne,  which  he  intended  to  crofs,  for  he  had 
people  of  the  country  as  guides.  On  coming  thi,7 
ther,  be  made  them  all  to  difmouut,  aqd  give  their 
horfes  to  theiv  fervants,  when  he  marched  them 
through  the  river,  which  was  very  low.  AU  having 
croffcd,  he  led  them  flowly  towards  the  monaftery 
of  St.  Peter. 

There  were  many  guards  and  watchmen  fcat- 
tered  over  the  town  of  Chalons,  and  in  the  public 
iquaves  :  thofe  who  were  neareft  to  the  monaftery 
of  St.  Peter,  which  is  fituated  above  the  town,  heard 
very  diftia6tly  the  noife  of  the  Navarroia  :  for  as 
they  were  advancing,  their  arms,  by  touching  each 
ether,  made  a  noife  and  founded. 

Many  who  heard  this  wondered  what  it  could 
be;  for  all  at  once,  fir  Peter  having  halted,  tlie 
noife  ceafed,  and,  when  he  continued  his  march, 
the  fame  founds  were  again  heard  by  the  centiiieU 
pofted  in  St.  Peter's  ftreet,  as  the  wind  came  from 
the  oppolite  quarter ;  and  fome  among  them  faid, 
Ff4 
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'  tt  muft  be  thofe  Englifliand  Navarrois  tliictca 
tliat  are  advancing,  to  take  us  by  fcalado :  let  us 
immediately  fdund*the  alarm;  and  awaken  our  fel- 
low-citiztos/  Some  of  them  went  to  the  monaf- 
tery,  to  fee  what  it  might  be.  They  could  not, 
however,  make  fuch  fpeed  but  that  iir  Peter  and 
his  army  were  in  the  court-yard  ;  for  the  walls  in 
that  part  were  not  four  feet  high ;  and  they  imme* 
diately  cufhed  through  the  gate  of  the  monailery 
into  the  ftreet,  which  was  large  and  wiiU|?5^. 

'  'The  citizens  were  exceedingly  alarme^^  VecaiMfe 
ther^  were  cries  ifroih  all  parts  of,  *  Treafon,  trea- 
fon  !  Toarins,  to  arms  ! '  They  armed  themfeWes  in 
halie^  audi  c611e6ling  in  a  body  to  be  thie  ftrbnger; 
advanced  to  meet  their  enemies,  who  overthrew  and 
killed  the  forembft  of  them. 

It  happened  very  unfortunately  for  Chalons,  that 
Peter  de  ChMbns,  who  had  been  governor  of  the 
city  upwards  of  a  year,  with  a  hundred  lances 
under  his  command,  had  lately  left  it,  on  account 
of  hot  being  able  to  get  paid  according  to  his 
wiflies. 

The  commonalty  of  the  city  were  numerous,  and 
fet  themfelves  in  eameA  to  make  a  good  defence. 
It  was  high  time  ;  but  they  fuffered  much,  and  the 
Navarrois  conquered  all  the  lower  town,  as  far  as 
the  bridges  over  the  Marne. 

Beyond  the  bridges,  the  citizens  collefted  them- 
felves, and  defended  the  firft  bridge,  which  was  of 
great  fer  vice  to  them.  The  Ikirmifh*  was  there  very 
Iharp  :  the  Navarrois  attacked  and  fought  well. 
Some  of  the  Englilh  archers  advanced,  and^  paffing 

over 
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Over  the  fupporis  of  the  bridge,  (hot  fo  well,  and 
fo  continually,  that  -none  from  Chalons  dared  to 
conle  within  reach  of  their  arrows. 
^  This  engagement  lafted  until  mid -day.  It  was 
faid  by  fome,  that  Ch&lons  muft  haye  been  taken^ 
if  fir  Odes  de  Grancy  had  not  learnt;  as  it  were  by  ^ 
infpiration^  this  excurfion  of  the  Navarrois.  In 
^.  order  to  defeat  it,  he  had  intreated  the  aiiiftance  of 
many  knights  and  fqui«ik;^for  he  knew  t' at  there 
was  not  one  gentleman  in  Chalons,  lie  had  come 
therefore,  day  and  night,  attended  by  fir  Philip  de 
Jancourt,  the  lord  Anceau  de  Beaupre,  the.  lord 
J<^  de  Guermillou^  and  many  others,  to  the 
amount  of  fixty  lances. 

As  foon  as  they  w6re  come  to  Chalons,  thejr 
advanced  towards  the  brfSlge,  which  the  inhabitants 
were  defending  againft  the  Navarrois,  i|dio  were 
exerting  themfelves  to  tbti  utmefl  to  gain  it.  /  The 
lord  de  Grancy  difphtyedhiB^l^anner,  aad[  A>U  upon 
the  Navarrois  with  a  hearty. ^dd  will-      "*';      r.-^^" 

The  arrival  of  the  Iwrd  ife  G^aocy  'inj|gttlily  re- 
joiced the  people  of  GhM0Q9;i  and  well,  it  di^ighjl;^ 
for  without  bim  and  bis  company  th^y  would  h^ine 
been  hard  driven.  ,,  ,  P     : 

When  fir  Peter  Audley  and  bis  friends  faw  .thele 
Burgundians,  they  retreated. in  good. order  the. way 
they  had  come,  and  found  their,  fecvants  with  iheit 
hories  on  the  bimksof  the  Marne;.  They  mounted 
them,  and,  croffing  the  river,  w^tbput  moleiiation, 
returned  towards  Beaufort^  having  by  a  trifle  milTed 
their  aim.. 

The 
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Tbe  inhabitaDts  of  Clillons  were  mucli  pleaft 
at  their  departure,  and  gave  tliaiiks  to  God  for  itiJ 
After  exprelfing  their  obligatioDs  to  tlie  lord  d«l 
Grancy  for  the  kindnefs  he  had  doiic  them^  ^^^' 
prefented  him  with  five  hundred  livres  for  himfelf 
and  bis  people. 

They  intreated  the  lord  Johnde  Befars,  who  was 
prefent  and  a  near  iieighboui',  to  remain,  to  advifc 
and  afliH;  tbem.  He  confentcd  to  their  requeft, 
for  the  handfome  falary  they  allov?ed  him,  and  ftt 
about  fortifying  the  city  in  tbofe  places  which  were 
the  weakeft. 


CHAP.    CXCIV. 
THE  EARL  DE  ROUCY  fAK.ES  A  SECOWD  TIME. 


A  BOUT  this  period,  tlie  two  garrifotts  of  Vely 
and  Roucy*  united  together,  and  took  bj- 
aflauit  the  town  of  Siifonnet,  which  they  garrifoned 
with  all  forts  of  people :  the  captain  of  it  was  Ha- 
nequin  Francois,  a  lad  from  Cologne  on  the  Rhine. 
He  was  fo  cruel  in  all  his  excurfiona,  that  he  (hewed 
neither  pity  nor  mercy  to  any  one  who  fell  in  bis 
way.  He  burnt  all  the  country,  flaying  men,  wo- 
men and  children,  whom  he  could  not  ranftrm  at* 
cording  to  his  will. 

The  earl  of  RoUcy,  who  had  ftill  at  heart  the 
loft  of  bis  town  and  caftle,  which  thefe  robbers 
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had  wfefied  from  hiiOi  intreated  the  afiift^ce  of 
thofe  knightsand  fquires  who  were  his  Deighbours, 
He  collefiicd  upwards  of  a  huadred  lauces  and 
fort^  horfemen,  whom  he  conduBed  from  the  city 
of  Laou.  Among  them  were  the  earl  de  Porcien, 
lord  Robert  de  Caiieacy,  the  lord  de  MontegnyJa 
Oftrevant,  and  oUieis.  They  advanced  towardi 
Siflbntie,  and  meetuig  with  that  garrilon^  who  were 
burning  a  village,  fell  upon  them  merrily.  This 
Hancquin  and  his  followers  immediately  difmouut- 
ed,  and  placed  their  archers  in  the  front.  The 
engagement  was  very  Iharp  ;  but  thofe  fiom  Laon 
retreated  towards  their  city  without  having  done 
much.  The  other  Frenchmen  remained,  and  fougbt 
manfully  for  a  long  time.  However,  the  fortune 
of  the  day  was  againft  them:  the  earl  de  Roucy 
was  feverely  wounded,  aod  made  prifoner :  the 
lord  Gerald  de  Canency,  the  lord  de  Montegny 
and  many  other  men  at  arms,  were  iikcwife  cap- 
tured. Thus  was  the  earl  of  Roucy  made  ptifoner 
twice  in  the  fpace  of  one  year. 

The  lord  Eutlace  d'AmbreticOurt  reSA*A  at  thb 
time  in  Champagne,  with  feven  hundrod  Jjgbttag 
men  under  his  command  ;  by  whofe  means  he  ac- 
quired great  wealth,  from  the  ranfoms  of  towDB, 
caftles,  vineyards  and  private  houfes,  as  well  as  by 
granting  palTports.  He  was  mailer  of  at  lead  twelve 
foi'treffes,  and  much  in  love  with  the  lady  Ifabella 
de  Juliers*,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Jnliera,  whom 

Niece  to  Ihc  queen  of  Eng^mid,  and  widow  of  the  earl  of 
H.'-^Marginal  wote,  D.SAuvAeK. 

he 
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he  afterwards  married.  Thid  lady  was  greatly  at- 
tacbed  to  fir  Eufiace^  for  his  gallant  deeds  6f'  arms^ 
wliieh  had  been  related  to  her  ;  aiid  fhe  rent  him 
cOttrfers^  hackiieys^  and  letters  full  of  loveV  which 
fomuch  emboldened  fir  Euftace^  and  fpurred  him 
t^t  perform  fuch  feats  of  chivalry  and  of  arms^  that 
atl  thofe  under  him-  made  fortiines. 


<■■:  *. 


.    CHAP.  CXCV. 


THREE   QUEENS^     WITH    THE    KAVARROIS,    ARE    BE- 
SIEGED   IN    MELUN. 

♦  - 

yV  FTER  the  furrender  of  St.  Valery,  a&  yon  have 
heard  related^  the  duke  of  Normandy  €olle£led 
upwards  of  three  thoufand  lances^  fet  out  from 
Paris^  and  laid  fiege  to  Mehm  on  the  Seine^  of 
which  the  Navarrois  kept  poffeflioui. 
J '  At  that  time^  three  queem  refided  therein  :  Jane, 
'aunt  to  the  king  of  Navarre  and  widow  of  Charles 
king  of 'France^;:  Blanche^  widow  of  king  Philip  of 
France  aiid  fifter  to  the  king  of  Navarre ;  the  third 
was  the  queen  of  Navarre^  fifter  to  the  duke  of 
Norinandy.  ; 

The  duke  of  Normandy  fent  his  forces  thither^ 
but  did  not  accompany  them  in  perfon :  they  were 
under  the  command  of  the  lord  Morel  de  Fiennes^ 
confi:able  of  France^  the  earl  de  St.  Pol,  the  lord 
Arnold  d'Andreghen,  marlbal  of  France,  the  lord 
Arnold  de  Coucy,  the  bifiiop  of  Troyes,  the  lord 
Broquart  de  Fenefirages^  Peter  du  Bar  and  Philip 

des 
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dcs  Armoyes^  with  others^  amoutiHtig  in  the  whole 
to  three  hundred  lances. 

They  befieged  Melun  all  round,  and  had  brought 
from  Paris  a  number  of  fpringals  imi4  other  en* 
gines,  which,  day  and  night,  kept  continually 
throwing  flones  into  the  fortrefs,  againfl;  which  alio 
many  aflaults  were  made. 

The  NaVarrois  within  the  town  began  to  be 
alarmed,  more  particularly  thofe  queens,  who  would 
cheerfully  have  feen,  this  liege  raifed  at  any  rate; 
but  the  governors  of  the  town,  lord  John  Pippes 
and  lord  John  Carbinaux*,  defired  the  ladies  not 
to  be  fo  much  frightened,  for  in  a  few, days  thi« 
fiege  would  be  raifed,  as  they  had  learnt  from  thp 
king  of  Navarre,  who  was  at  that  time  at  Vernonf. 
The  lord  Philip  de  Navarre  alfo  was  aflembling  a 
body  of  men  at  Mantes  and  Meulan,  to  come  to 
their  affiilance;  and  at  thofe  places  all  the  varioup 
garrifons  in  the  Navarre  interefi  were  coUe^ing 
together.  '       . 

On  the  other  hand,  the  duke  of  Normandy,  who 
knew  the  Navarrois  intended  to  attempt  raifing  tfa^ 
liege,  retained  foldiers  wherever  he  could  get  them^ 
and  fent  them  to  Melun.  But  good  people  inter- 
pofed  between  the  duke  and  the  king;  for  at  that 
time  the  cardinals  de  Perigord  and  de  St.  Vitalis 
were  in  France,  who  exerted  themfelves  fo  effica- 

*  Lord  Jam^s  Pipe,— fir  Hugh  Calverley, — EnglijQi  natives,—* 
Barnes. 

t  Verhon  fur  Seine,-— a  town  in  Normandy,  diocefe  of 
£vreux, 

cioully, 
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eioufij^  that  n.  day  was  appointed  fcnr  treating  of  a 
peace  between  them  at  Vernon. 

The  duke  of  Normandy  and  his  council  came 
thither ;  as  ttd  the  king  of  Navarre^  accompanied 
by  the  lord  Philip  his  brother ;  when  a  peace  was 
made.  The  king  of  Navarre  fwore^  that  from 
henceforward  he  would  be  a  loyal  Frenchman. 
There  were  included  in  this  peace  as  many  as  three 
Bundred  knights  and  fquires,  who  were  pardoned 
by  the  duke :  fome  others,  however,  were  ex-* 
cepted,  whofe  evil  deeds  he  refufed  to  forgive. 

The  lord  Philip  of  Navarre  would  not  accept 
of  the  peace,  tie  told  the  king  his  brother,  he 
was  bewitched  for  fo  doing,  and  was  a£);ing  very 
ill  towards  the  king  of  England,  who  was  his  ally^ 
and  who  had  always  faithfully  affified  him. 

In  defpite  of  his  brother  the  king  of  Navarre,  the 
lord  Philip,  with  three  others,  fet  off,  and  Tode  as 
fa&  as  they  could  to  St.  Sauveur  le  Vicomte,  where 
was  an  Englifh  garrifon.  The  lord  Thomas  Dag- 
Worth  commanded  there,  in  the  name  of  the  king 
of  England,  who  received  the  lord  Philip,  and  told 
liim  he  had  acquitted  himfelf  loyally  towards  the 
ting  his  lord. 


^ 
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CHAP.  CXCVI. 

Silt  BROQUART  DE  ff£N£8TRA6£S,  ITlTfi  VLklHY 
FRENCH^  DRAW  UP  IN  BATTLE-ARRAY^  AGAINST 
SIR    EUSTACE    D'AMBRETICOUBT    AND    THE    ENG* 

LI8H    IN    CHAMPAGNE. 

» 

"D Y  the  articles  of  this  peace^  many  towns  and      ?^ 

caflles  in  Normandy,  which  had  been  in  dif- 
pute,  were  given  up  to  kipg  Charles  of  Navarre, 
particularly  Mantes  and  Meulan.    4| 

Peace  was  alfo  made  between  the  young  earl  of 
Harcourt  and  the  duke  of  Normandy.  The  lor4 
Lewis  de  Harcourt,  uncle  to  the  earl,  who  was  a0lk 
the  council  and  houfehold  of  the  duke,  interefied 
himfelf  much  in  its  fuccefs ;  and  the  duke  gave  to 
the  earl  in  marriage  the  daughter  of  the  duke  of 
Bourbon,  filler  to  the  duchefs  of  Normandy. 

The  fiege  of  Melun  fur  Seine  was  raifed :  thf 
town  remained  to  the  French.  But,  in  fpite  of  ihlii 
peace,  the  kingdom  of  France  was  torn  in  pieces 
by  war  as  before ;  for  the  truce  betwe^  the  tw^ 
l^ingdoms  of  France  fmd  England  had  lately  exr 
pired  ;  fo  that  thpfe  captains  who  had  c^arried  on 
the  war  for  the  kin^  of  Navarre,  in  the  proviocen 
of  Burgundy,  Normandy,  Champagne^  Picardy, 
.Brie,  and  Beauce,  flill  continued  it  in  a  powerful 
i^ud  Ihameful  manner,  i^  the  name  of  the  king  oi 
England,  They  never  pafl*ed  any  fortrefs  without 
attacking  it,  notwithfianding  the  peace;  for  Ihefe 
ibldiers  had  learnt  to  pillage  or  ranfom  th^  inha:-^ 

bitantK 
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bitants  of  the  countrv^  and  fo  make  excurfions 
fometimes  in  bodies  of  two  thoiifand,  many  of 
M^lioni  had  from  ten  to  twelve  horfes,  who^  if  thejr 
bad  not  kep(r  up  this  war^Nvauld  perhaps  have  gone 
on  foot. 

After  the  fiege  of  Melun  had  been  rai fed,  the 
duke  of  Normandy  befought  the  lord  Broquart  de 
Feqellrages,  who  was  from  Lorraine,  and  who  had 
in  his  pay  five  hnndred  inen,  to  aflift  him  in  driving 
the  Eiiglifli  out  of  the  province  of  Champagne, 
where  they  had  eftabliflied  themfelves,  and  were 
fcaralTing  the  Suntry  day  and  night. 

Sir  Broquart  confented,  on  condition  of  receiv- 
ing a  large  fum  of  florins  for  himfelf  and  for  his 
cople. 

Upon  this,  the  bifliop  of  Troves,  the  count  dc 
Vaudemont,  the  count  de  Jouy,  the  lord  John  de 
Ch&lon,  and  the  lord  Broquart  de  Feneftrages, 
aflTembled  men  at  arms  in  the  provinces  of  Chara- 
'pagne  and  Burgundy  :  they  amounted  to  full  two 
hundred  lances,  and  fifteen  hundred  footmen,  who 
advanced  and  pofled  themfelves  before  the  ftrong 
cafiJe  of  Hans*  in  Champagne,  which  the  Engliftt 
thd  taken  and  kept  poffefTion  of  a  year  and  a  hdf. 

They  carried  it  by  affault  at  the  third  attack  ; 
and  there  were  upwards  of  fourfcore  Englifh  flain, 
for  none  were  fpared. 

The  French  then  retreated  to  the  city  of  Troyes; 
and,  when  they  had  refreflied  themfelv6s,  they  fal- 

« 

*  Hans,— i-a,  village  in  Champagne^   in  the  ele^on  of  St. 
JU^nehouid. 
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lied  forth  with  twelve  hundred  laiicc^*^  and  nine 
hundred  footrnen^  taking  the  rdad  to  Nogent  fur 
Seinef. 

'Sir  Euftace  d'Ambri^ticourt^  who  was  informed 
of  Ihis  expedition,  colle6ted  thofe  garrifons  under 
his  command  to  the  amottnt  of  four  hundred  lance* 
and  two  hundred  archers,  with  wliom  he  fet  out 
from  Poiit  fur  Seine|.  He  was  completely  aririedi 
except  his  helmet,  and  was  mounted  on  a  hacknej 
which  had  been  given  to  him,  but  he  had  #ivi^rjr 
fine  war  horfe  led  by  one  of  his  people.  He  had 
not  rode  far  before  he  heard  of  the  French  froia 
his  fcouts,  who  brought  intelligence  that  they  hdd 
feen  his^^nemies.  Had  fir  Eufl;ace  known  that  they 
were  in  fuch  numbers,  he  would  have  alked  affifiance 
from  the  lord  Peter  Audley  and  lord  d'Aibreti 
who  could  eafily  have  fent  to  his  aid  four  hundred 
combatants. 

Sir  Eufi:ace  having  drawn  up  his  men  beyond 
Nogent,  placed  himfelf  orf  a-fmall  hillock,  in  the 
midfl:  of  a  vineyard,  his  archers  in  front. 

As  foon  as  the  French  arrived,  they  formed 
themfelves  into  three  battalions :  the  firft  under  the 
comipandof  the  bifliop  of  Troyes  and  fii*  Broquart; 


■*i^M— ^Jaw^a^ 


*  Denys  Sauvage  lias  on  tbis  pafliige  the  ibllowing  note,  iu 
the  mar<viQ : 

*  La  dedudion  fiiivante  me  femble  raontrer,  que  cliacune  lauce 
n*etoit  qu'un  hoiiime  tant  d*un  c6te  que  d*autre.* 

t  Nogent  fur  Seine, — a  towu  in  Champagne,  betwee^  Paris  and 
Troyes,  diocefe  of  Sens. 

\  Pobt  fur  Seine,-^a  town  in  C|;iampagne,  diocefe  of  %zvl%, 
election  of  Ni^unt^ 
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ike  fecend  under  the  lord  Joha  de  Chalons  and 
the  count  de  Jouy ;  the  third  under  the  count  de 
Janville*. 

Sir'Eufiace^  who  was  in  the  midfi  of  his  people, 
faid  to  them  ;  [  Gentlemen,  let  us  fight  courage- 
oufly,  aiful  the  day  will  be  ours  :  we  then  ihall  be 
mailers  of  all  Champagnci  which  was  formerly  an 
eiirldom.  Perhaps  I  may  in  time  do  fuch  eflential 
fervices  to  the  king  of  England,  whom  I  hold  as 
the  rightful  king  of  France,  that  he  may  confer 
this  earldom  on  me/  He  then  called  to  him  fome 
young  fquires,  fuch  as  the  courageous  Manny,  his 
cpufin  John  of  Paris,  Martin  of  Spain  and  others, 
whom  he  knighted.  Having  difmounted  his  men, 
he  caufed  their  lances  to  be  Ihortened  to  the  length 
of  five  feet,  and  placed  his  pennon  before  him, 
which  had  his  arms,  ermine,  three  humets  in  pale 
gules. 


CHAP.  CXCVII. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  MOGENT  SUR  ^EINE,  BETWEEK 
SIR  BROi^UART  DE  FENESTRAGES  AND  TH€ 
FRENCH,  AND  SIR  EUSTACE  D'AMBRETICOURT 
AND    THE    ENjGrLlSU. 

^IlTUEN  fir  Broquart  de  Feneftrages^^  who  was  a 

bold   and  courageous   knight,  fsLw   that  fir 

Euftaced'Ambreticourt and  his  battalion  were  not 

inclined  to  quit  their  pofition,  he  faid,  '  Let  us 

•■ill      ■»      I  t    ■  ■       I  ■    •         I   J .  , 

*  Q.  if  Dot  Joinville. 

march 
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inarch  to  them,  for  we  muft  fight  whatever  be  the 
confequaiices.*  Upon  which,  he  adTanced  with  his 
battalion. 

Sir  Eufiace  received  the  attack  of  this  battalion 
in  fuch  a  manner^  that  he  broke  it  and  threw  it 
into  confufion.  At  the  firft  fliock,  he  unhorfed  up- 
wards of  forty,  and  would  have  completely  routed 
them,  if  the  fecond  battalion  of  the  French  had  not 
immediately  moved  forward  to  their  affiftance,  who, 
having  rallied  them^  colle6);ed  all  the  ftragglers  to- 
gether. Upon  this,  the  Englifh  archers  began  to 
ufe  their  bows,  and  fo  well,  that  none  dared  to 
come  within  the  reach  of  their  arrows.  The  third 
battalion  of  the  French  now  advanced  on  their 
flank,  to  fuppoft  the  other  two ;  and  the  engage- 
ment was  very  (harp  and  bloody,  but  the  French 
were  three  to  one. 

Sir  Epllace  ilruck  to  the  gro'h^d  four  of  tlif 
moft  vigorous  of  his  enemies  with  the  fpear  he  had 
in  his  hand;  which  was  do  fooner  perceived  by  fir 
Broquart  de  Fehefirages,  than  he  flung  his  lance 
over  the  heads  of  all  thofe  that  were  between  him 
and  fir  Eufliace,  and,  hitting  him  on  the  vifor  of 
his  helmet,  it  penetrated  through,  and  broke  three 
of  his  teeth  :  this,  however,  did  not  prevent  fir 
Euftace  from  continuing  the  combat. 

The  Englifti  had  the  advantage  of  the  hill,  and 
they  kept  fo  clofely  together  that  they  could  not  be 
broken :  the  French  were  on  horfeback,  the  Eng- 
lifli  on  foot. 

The  archers  had  retreated,  in  a  battalion  by 
themfelves,  to  fomewhat  higher  ground,  and  fliot 
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briikiy  agaiiifi  the  French ;  and  when  the  Frencli 
attempted,  hy  marching  about,  to  furround  them^ 
thev  kept  their  front  to  f.tcc  the  enemy.  At  this 
time,  however,  the  French  infantry,  who  could  not 
make  fuch  hafte  as  the  men  at  arms,  arrived.  This 
ii;fanlry  were  full  nine  hundred  men, .  and,  being 
armed  with  lances  and  large  (hields,  broke  through 
the  line  of  the  archers^  and  flung  them  in  diforder; 
fur  their  (hields  were  fo  iirong  that  the  arrows 
made  no  imprelfion  ou  tliem.  They  kept  up  the 
fight  as  long  as  they  could;  but,  being  thrown  into 
co!ifufion^  the  fecond  battalion  of  the  French  men 
at  arms  gallopped  after  thtm,  and  flew  them  all. 
This  fecond  battaliou  then  went  to  the  boys  who 
were  guarding  the  Englifli  horfes^  and  killed  or 
made  prifoners  the  greater  part  of  them,  for  very 
few  efcaped. 

■  During  this  time,  the  two  other  battalions  of  the 
Ficnch  were  engaged  with  the  Englifli;  and  in  the 
end  thev  broke  them,  that  they  never  were  able  to 
raiiv:  ihe  pennon  of  lir  Euitace,  which  was  their 
ftaudard^  Mas  taken  and  torn  to  pieces.  When  the 
Enirhih  were  thrown  into  confuiion,  ^many  were 
beaten  down,  and  the  French  made  prifoners  at 
their  choice.  Sir  Euitace  fell  into  the  hands  of 
a  ki;ij::ht  who  ferved  under  the  count  de  Vaude- 
DKuit,  whole  name  was  lir  Henry  de  Quenillart,  to 
whom  he  furrendered  himfelf,  and  who  had  great 
diflicidtv  to  lave  his  life ;  for  the  common  people 
of  Tropes  wanted  to  put  him  to  death  for  the  gal- 
lant deeds  of  arms  he  had  performed  in  Cham- 
i^m;ue. 

Lord 
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Lord  John  de  Paris  and  lord  Martin  of  Spain 
•  were  alfo  made  prifoaers,  as  well  as  many  other 
knights  and  efquires.  Thofe  that  were  ahle  to 
efcape  fled  to  the  garrifon  of  Nogent ;  but  very' 
few  were  fo  fortunate,  as  almofl;  all  were  flain  or 
taken. 

Sir  Courageous  de  Manny*  was  left  for  dead  on 
the  field  of  battle,  and  by  this  means  forgotten : 
but  after  the  defeat,  and  when  all  the  French  were 
retired,  he  who  had  been  grievoufly  wounded,  and 
more  than  half  killed,  raifed  his  head  a  little,  and 
faw  nothing  but  dead  bodies  around  him.  lie  then 
got  up  as  well  as  he  could,  and,  placing  himfelf  on 
his  fitting,  looked  about  to  fee  if  he  were  far  from 
Nogent,  which  had  an  EngUfli  garrifon;  and,  by 
crawling  on  his  hands  and  knees,  in  about  an  hour's 
time  he  came  to  the  foot  of  the  tower  of  Nogent. 
He  made  figns  to  thie  garrifon,  that  he  was  of  their 
party.  Upon  which,  they  carried  him  into  the  for- 
trefs;  and,  by  d^reffing  and  fewing  up  his  wounds 
with  much  care,  he  was  completely  cured. 

'  This  engagement  took  place  in  the  year  l3oJ, 
the  vigil  of  the  feaft  of  St.  John' the  Baptift. 

I  1^1— ^I^M^i^— ^— ^—  I  I  I  ■  »       IJ  II  —— ^—  I 

1 

4 

*  I  caoDot  find  any  thing .  relative  to  this  monfeigneiir  Cou- 
rageux  de  Manny  Jn  Dugdale*s  Baronage.  Lord  Walter  Manny 
feenis  to  have  left  at  bis  death  only  one  daughter^  married  to  tiic 
earl  of  Pem!)rokei 

Barnes  fays,    be  wa3  coufin.  to  iir  Euflaice  and '  nephew  to 
iir  Walter  Manny,  and  was  honoured  always  with  the  epithet 
'    courageQUSf 
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CHAP.  CXCVIII. 

THE  PILLAGERS  WHO  HAD  KEPT  POSSESSION  OF 
DIFFERENT  FORTRESSES  IN  FRANCE  BEOIN  WON^ 
DERFULLY    TO    FALL   OFF. 

A  FTER  the  defeat  of  Nogent  fur  Seine,  which  I 
have  j lift  related,  the  Country  being  cleared  of 
the  enemy,  the  French  barons  and  men  at  arms  re- 
turned to  Troyes,  carrying  with  them  their  booty; 
but  the  prifoners  they  lent  by  diSerent  roads  to  fe- 
veral  of  the  French  garrifons,  becaufe  the  common 
people  at  Troyes  were  defirous  of  putting  them  to 
death. 

When  thofe  who  had  remained  at  Pont  fur  Seine 
heard  that  fir  Euftace,  their  captain,  was  madepri- 
foner  ;  that  all  his  army  were  flain  or  taken ;  they 
packed  up  their  baggage  and  fet  out  as  quickly  as 
poffible,  for  they  were  but  a  very  few  in  number. 

Thofe  alfo  who  were  at  Torcis*,  Efpoyef, 
AufyX,  Mery§,  and  PleufyH,  and  in  all  the^  forts 
that  had  been  under  the  command  of  fir  Eufiace, 
did  the  fame,  and  left  them  void,  for  fear  of  the 
bifiiop  of  Troyes  and  fir  Broquart  de  Feneftrages, 


*  A  village  in  Champagne,  dioccfe  and  eIe6tion  of  Trojes. 
t  A  village  in  Champagne,  diocefe  of  Rheinis. 
X  AuiTon  is  a  town  and  village  in  Champagne,— Arcy  le  Pou- 
fard,  ele6tion  of  Riieims. 

§  Mery  fur  Seine,: — a  town  in  Champagne,  diocefe  of  Troyes. 
II  A  town  in  Champagne,  diocefe  of  Troyes. 

who 
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who  were  great  warriors  %  they  uniled  themftlves 
with  other  garrifons  at  a  diftance. 

Sir  Peter  Audley  did  not,  for  this  check,  quit 
Beaufort*  ;  nor  fir  John  Segar,  Nogent ;  nor  the 
lord  Albret,  Gie  fur  Aubef . 

About  this  time,  the  lord  John  of  Piquigny  died 
in  an  extraordinary  manner  at  his  cafile  of  la  He« 
rielle,  within  three  leagues  of  Amiens :  it  was  re- 
ported that  he  was  ftrangled  by  his  chamberlain,  and 
that  iir  Luke  de  Bekufy,  who  was  of  his  council, 
died  much  in  the  fame  manner. 

Near  this  period,  as  fome  of  the  foldiers  belong*  , 
ing  to  fir  Peter  Audley  were  riding  through  the 
country,  they  came  to  a  good  large  village  of  the 
name  of  Ronay J,' which  they  plundered;  infomuch 
that,  as  the  curate  of  the  place  was  celebrating 
high  mafs,  an  Englilh  fquire  entered  the  church, 
to6k  the  chalice  from  the  altar,  in  which  the  curate 
was  preparing  to  confecr ate  the  precious  body  of 
our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and  cafi:  the  wine  upon 
the  floor.  Upon  the  curate  remonftrating  with 
him  for  this  conduct,  he  ilruckhim  fo  hard  a  blow 
with  his  gauntlet  upon  the  hand,  that  the  blood 
fpirted  up6n  the  altar.  Thefepillagers  then  marched 
out  into  the  fields,  and  the  fquire  carried  with  him 
the  facred  veifels  and  the  cloth. 


*  Beaufort  Ics  Regnicourt,*^  village  in  Cliaitipagne,  ele^on 

of  Rheims. 

t  Gie, — a  village  in  Champagne,  el^^n  of  Bar  fiir  Aube, 
I  Ronay,— a  village  in  Cbampagney  dioceiSe  and  eledion  of 

Troyes, 
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He  was^  hpwever,  fcarcely  got  into  the  fields^ 
when  his  horfe  began  to  caper,  and  to  play  fuch 
violent  tricks  that  no  ope  dared  to  approach  him  : 
lifter  Qiany  plunges,  they  both  fell  to  the  ground 
with  their  necks  broken,  and  were  ipimediately 
turned  into  cinders  and  dull,  His  companions/  fee- 
ing this,  made  a  vow,  that  from  henceforward  they 
would  never  violate  the  fan6iity  of  any  church. 

The  garrifon  of  Mauconfeil,  not  having  any  pro^ 
yifions,  fold  the  place  to  the  inhabitants  of  ^^fp|pn*, 
and  thofe  in  its  neighbourhood,  for  about  iWelve 
thoufand  gold  moutonsf ,  with  liberty  to  go  away 
in  fafety,  which  they  did  carrying  off  all  that  be- 
longed to  them.  They  withdrew  into  the  fortreffes 
pf  Creil,  Clermont,  la  Herielle,  Vely,  Pierrepont, 
Roucy,  and  Siflbnne,  which,  for  a  length  of  time, 
Jijtd  been  held  by  the  Nj^varre  party;  but,  fince 
the  conclu^pn  of  the  peace  with  the  king  of  Na- 
Tarre,  they  had  remained  with  the  Englilb. 

As  foon  as  thofe  of  Noyon  were  in  poffelfion  of 
Mauconfeil,  they  razed  it  to  the  ground. 

Sir  Johp  Segar  fold  alfo  Nogentto  the  bifliop  of 
Troyes,  and  gave  it  up  to  him  for  a  large  fum  of 
florins,  which  he  was  to  receive,  and  had  it  ratified 
to  hjip  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  bifliop. 
Upon  tliis,  he  went  to  the  city  of  Tro3'es,  and  dif- 
mounted  at  the  hotel  of  the  bifliep,  who  faid  to 
him;  ^  Jfohn^  yo^  will  flay  with  me  two  or  three 


♦  Noyon,— ^n  ancient  town  in  Picardy,    Its  bifhop  is  fuffragan 
to  the  biihop  of  Rheiras. 

t  Moutoiis,-rfee  note,  p.  360. 
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days  ;  and^  whilft  you  are  courteoufly  treated,  I  will 
prepare  the  money  for  your  payment.*  3ir  John, 
who  had  come  thither  on  the  bifliop's  word,  agreed 
to  the  propofal :  but  the  populace  began  to  mur- 
mur, and  to  fay,  '  How  can  our  lord  bilhop  make 
fuch  a  mock  of  us,  as  to  entertain  ijx  his  houfe  the 
greateft  pillager  of  all  France,  befides  wanting  to 
make  us  give  him  our  money?'  They  then  col- 
le6led  together,  fent  ftrong  guards  to  each  of  the 
gates,  tp  prevent  his  efcape,  and  marched  in  a 
body  of  fix  thoufand,  with  arms,  to  flay  fir  John 
Segar  in  the  court  of  the  bifliop's  h&tel. 

Whep  the  bilhop  faw  this,  he  fpoke  tp  them,  and 
faid  ;  '  My  good  friends,  he  is  come  here  under 
the  fecurity  of  my  pafiport ;  and  you  know  that  a 
treaty  has  been  made  between  us,  with  your  con- 
ftnt :  it  would  therefore  be  highly  difloyal  to  do 
any  thing,  under  this  aflurance,  that  may  be  hurt- 
ful to  him.' 

However,  notwithftanding  the  endeavours  of  the  -i 
bifliop,  they  forced  into  the  hall  and  the  apart- 
ments, in  which  they  made  to  exa6l  a  fearch  that 
they  found  fir  John  Segar,  flew  him,  and  cut  him 
into  pieces. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  CXCIX. 

THE  FRENCH  REFUSE  TO  RATIFY  THE  TREiTY 
WHICH  &IN«  JOHN  HAD  ENTERED  INTO  WITH 
ENGLAND, 

T  HAVE  been  a  long  time  filent  with  regard  to 

the  king  of  England ;  but  until  this  moment 
there  has  not  been  any  caufe  for  fpeaking  of  him ; 
for  as  long  as  the  truce  lafled^  I^is  people  did  not 
carry  on  the  war  in  his  name.  The  truce  having 
expired  the  firfl;  day  of  May  1359,  from  that 
period  the  Englifli  and  Navarre  garrifon^  made  war 
for  him  as  king  of  France^  and  continued  fo  to  do 
daily. 

It  happened  that  foon  after  the  peace  between 
the  duke  of  Normandy  and  the  king  of  Navarre 
had  been  concluded,  as  has  been  related^  the  lord 
Arnold  d'Andregheu,  marflial  of  France,  returned 
to  Elngland ;  for  he  was  not  yet  ranfomed  fince  be 
was  made  aprifoner  at  Poitiers. 

At  that  time  alfo,  the  king  of  England  and  tlie 
prince  of  Wales  came  to  Weftminfter,  to  meet  the 
king  of  France  and  lord  James  de  Bourbon ;  when 
thefe  four  affembled  together  in  council,  and  agreed 
on  a  peace,  without  any  arbitrator  betvi^een  them, 
upon  certain  conditions  which  were  written  down, 
and  alfo  a  letter  was  indi6led  to  be  fent  to  France 
to  the  duke  of  Normandy. 

The  earl  of  Tancarville  and  fir  Arnold  croffed 
the  fea  with  thefe  difpatches,  landed  at  Boulogne, 

and 
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and  hailened  on  to  Paris ;  where  they  found  the 
duke  of  Normandy  and  the  king  of  Navarre^  to 
whom  thev  delivered  their  letters. 

The  duke  of  Normandy  confulted  the  king  of 
Navarre  on  the  fubjefl  of  them>  who  advifed  that 
the  prelates^  nobles^  and  the  councils  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  fliould  be  aflembled^  which  was  accord- 
ingly ordered. 

It  appeared  to  the  king  of  Navarre,  the  duke  of 
Normandy  and  his  brothers,'  as  well  as  to  the  coun- 
cil of  fiate,  that  the  conditions  of  peace  were  too 
hard :  and  they  gave  an  unanimous  anfwer  to  the 
two  lords  who  had  brought  them^  that '  they  would 
much  rather  endure  the  great  diftref^  they  were  in 
at  prefent,  than  fuffer  the  kingdom  of  France  to  be 
dimioifhed,  and  that  king  John  muft  remain  longer 
in  England/ 

When  the  king  of  France  was  informed  they 
had  not  fucceeded  in  their  miflion,  he  faid,  ^  Ha, 
ha,  my  good  fon  Charles,  you  confult  with  the 
king  of  Navarre,  who  deceives  you,  and  would  de- 
ceive forty  fuch  as  you/ 

The  king  of  England,  on  receiving  their  anfwer, 
faid,  that  fince  it  was  fo,  before  the  winter  was 
over,  he  would  enter  France  with  a  moft  powerful 
army^  and  remain  there  until  there  was  an  end  of 
the  war  by  an  honourable  and  fati8fa6lory  peace. 

He  began  making  more  fplendid  preparations 
than  he  had  ever  done  before. 

About  this  feafon,  which  was  the  middle  of  Au- 
guft  1359,  the  lord  John  de  Craon,  archbifliop  of 
Rheims,  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood. 
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bourhood,  with  other  knights  and  fquires  of  the 
counties  of  Rethel  and  Laon,  marched  and  laid 
fiege  to  the  caftle  of  Roucy  :  they  prefled  it  io 
hard  for  five  weeks^  that  the  garrifon  furrendered, 
on  condition  of  faving  their  lives  and  fortunes. 
For  this  cfte6l,  they  had  letters,  with  permiffion  to 
go  wherever  they  pleafed  in  furety,  under  the  hands 
of  the  archbifliop,  the  count  de  Porcien  and  the 
count  de  Braine,  who  were  there :  but  when  they 
were  fetting  out,  the  common  people  came  forth  to 
meet  them,  and  flew  the  greater  part,  in  fpite  of 
the  lords,  who  with  much  difliculty  faved  the  life 
of  their  leader,  Hannequin  Frangois.  Thus  had 
the  count  de  Roucy  once  more  pofleflSon  of  his 
town  und  caftle. 


CHAP.  CC. 


SIR     IIUSTACE     D'AMBRETICOURT     OBTAINS     HIS     LI- 
BERTY   BY    A    GREAT    RANSOM. 

COON  after  the  re-capture  of  the  caftle  of  Roucy, 
fir  Peter  Audley  fell  fick,  and  died  in  his  bed, 
at  the  caftle  of  Beaufort  in  Champagne,  which 
caufed  great  grief  among  all  the  followers  of  his  for- 
tunes. Upon  this,  the  Englifli  and  Germans,  who 
were  united  in  carrying  on  the  war  in  the  name  of 
the  king  of  England,  confulted  together,  and  deter- 
mined that  they  could  not  fix  on  a  more  proper 
leader  than  fir  Euftace  d'Ambreticourt,  who  was 
then  recovered  from  his  wounds. 

They 
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They  fent  Faucon  the  herald  into  the  county  of 
Vaudemont,  to  confer  with  the  earl  of  that  name, 
and  with  the  lord  Henry  de  Quenillart*,  who  had 
made  him  prifoner,  touching  his  redemption.  Hi» 
liberty  was  granted,  on  condition  of  his  paying 
"down twenty- two  thoufand  French  liyres  for  his  ran- 
fom.  Sir  Eufiace  thus  recovered  his. freedom;  the? 
different  garrifons  in  Champagne  and  Brie  having 
made  a  fubfcription  for  that  purpofe,  when  each 
man  cheerfully  paid  his  part.  He  obtained  his  hack- 
ney and  war  horfe  that  he  had  loll  at  the  battle  of 
Nogent,  which,  had  been  fent  to  him  by  the  lady- 
Ifabella  de  Juliers,  countefs  of  K^nt>  from  England, 
out  of  her  affeSlion  to  Jiim.  The  Englifti  alfo  fur- 
rendered  at  that  time  the  caftle  of  Conflansf  in 
Champagne,  of  which  they  were  in  pofleffion. 

When  thefe  troops,  who  were  carrying  on  the 
war  againft  France^  had  thus  ranfomed  fir  Eufiace 
d'Ambreticourt^  they  elected' him  their  chief,  and 
all  forts  of  perfons  cnlifted  under  hi$  banner. 

He  made  an  excurfion  into  the  RhetcloisJ, 
where  no  one  had  been  before,  and  took  by  ftorm 
the  good  town  of  Attigny§  upon  the'Aifne,  where 
they  found  upwards  of  o,  hundred  tons  of  wine. 
'They  fixed  upon  this  as  the  principal  garrifon,  and 
overran  from  it  the  Avhole  country  in  the  environs 

— 1 i-r-T— g-i^-       M-^w     Mw^r«-|>^T    I—    -I ■ — r-m-wi  i  i    ■    j     ■  ■.j,    -   ■      a        n r—^-  -i —    -  -        ■ • —     -        -     - 

*  Barnes  calls  Lim  fir  Henry  de  Quingey,  but  why,  I  know  not. 
t  Diocefe  and  elediou  of  CliMons,  near  Chalons. 
J  A  country  of  Champa'^ne,  near  Rlietel- 
§  A  market-town  in  Champagne,  diocefe  of  Rheims^  and  near 
Rhetel.  '  ' 

"  of 
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of  Rhcims :  they  pillaged  Epcmay*,  Dameryf, 
TouraineJ,  and  the  town  of  Vcrtns^,  where  they 
met  with  very  great  booty ;  ihey  placed  there  another 
garrifon^  which  fcoured  the  country  from  theriyer 
Mame  to  la  Ferte-Milon|| ;  whilft  thofe  of  Attigny 
overran  it  as  far  as  Mefieres1[  upon  the  Meufe, 
Donchery**,  and  even  to  le  ChSne  Pooilleuxf f. 


CHAP.  CCI. 


SIR  BROQUART  D£  F£N£8TRAOE8  FORCES  PAYMENT 
FROM  TU£  DU&£  OF  NORMANDY^  R£G£NT  OP 
FRANC£. 

A  BOUT  this  time  it  happened^  that  fir  Broquart 
de  Fenefirages^  who  had  heen  to  the  aid  of  the 
duke  of  Normandy  and  the  French^  againft  the 
Englifh  and  men  of  Navarre^  and  had  much  aflified 
them  in  their  conqueils^  and  in  driving  them  out  of 
their  fortrefles  in  Champagne^  had  been  very  badly 

*  Diocefe  of  Rheimsy  eight  leagues  from  Cii^lons. 
t  Damery, — a  village  near  Eperuay. 

\  I  can  find  only  Touraille,  a  village  in  Champagne,  eledion  o^ 
Chaumont,  near  Ligny. 

§  A  town  in  Champagne,  fix  leagues  from  Ch^ilons. 

II  A  town  in  Picardy,  diocefe  of  Senlis,  eledion  ef  Crcfpy. 

^  A  flrong  city  in  Champagne,  on  the  Meufe. 

•*  A    town    in    Champagne  on   the    Meufe,   bordering   on 

Luxembourg. 

ttChefiie  Pouilleux,— atown  in  Champagne,  in  the  eledion  of 
Rhetel,  near  Sedan, — made  famous  by  the  retreat  of  the  duke  of 
nfwiclc,  before  Dumouriez,  iu  the  year  11^^* 

paid 
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paid  for  bis  affillance^  infomuch  tliat  there  ^as 
owing  to  him  and  his  men>  for  their  fubfidy^  thirty^ 
thoufand  livres.  He  fent  therefore  certain  perfons 
'  to  the  duke  at  Paris^  who  did  not  give  them  very 
pleafant  anfwers^  for  they  returned  without  haying 
.  be^n  able  to  do  any  thing. 

Upon  this>  fir  Bro quart  fent  a  defiance  to  tlie 
duke  and  to  all  France^  and  took  poflcfiion  of  a 
handfome  town  called  Bar  fur  Seine^^  where  at 
that  time  there  were  nine  hundred  b6tek>  and 
plundered  the  inhabitants ;  but  the  cafile  was  £» 
well  guarded^  he  could  not  gain  it.  Having  packed 
up  his  booty,  he  carried  away  upwards  of  five 
hundred  prifoncrs^  and  burnt  the  town  fo  complete- 
ly that  nothing  remained  but  the  walls.  His  men 
repeated  to  Confians,  which  they  had  made  their 
garrifon,  and  committed  afterward  more  atrocious 
a6is  in  Champagne  than  ever  the  EngUlh  or  xam  of 
Navarre  had  done. 

When  fir  Broquart  and  his  troop  had  thus  over*- 
run  and  pillaged  the  country,  there  was  an  agree- 
ment made  with  them ;  and  each  man  was  paid  event 
more  than  he  demanded ;  fo  that  fir  Broquart  re- 
treated into  Ijorraine^  whence  he  had  come,  carry* 
ing  with  hjim  all  his  foldiers  :  he  left  peaceably  the 
kingdom  of  France  and  country  of  Champagne, 
after  having  done  a  fufiiciency  of  evil  to  ^ach  of 
them. 

I      <iii    — ■        I  ■  I ■■■■  ■  ■■   ■■     I      i^fc  a^i      ■■■   ^      I  I        ■  I  II  »  f mill 

*  A  towD  of  Burgundy,  on  the  Seine,  diocefe  of  Langres. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  ecu. 


SIR  ROBERT  KNOLLES  MARES  AN  EXCURSION  151*0 
BERRY  AND  AUTERGNE.  HE  IS  PURSUED  BY  THE 
GENTLEMEN  OF  THOSE  COUNTRIES. 


AT  this  fame  period,  in  the  year  1359,  fir  Robert 
Kuolles  prepared  an  expedition,  conlifting  of 
three  thoufand  perfons  including  every  one.  With 
this  army,  he  quitted  the  marches  of  Brittany  ;  and 
having  followed  the  courfe  of  the  Loire  upwards, 
entered  the  province  of  Berry,  oyerrunuing  and 
defiroying  all  that  part  of  the  country.  It  was  re- 
ported that  his  intentions  were  to  pafs  through 
Auvergnc,  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  pope  and  cardinals 
at  Avignon,  and  get  fome  of  their  florins,  as  the 
archpriefi  had  done  before. 

The  gentlemen  of  Auvergne,  and  Limoufin, 
aflcmbled  in  large  bodies,  to  oppofe  this  invafion  ; 
in  particular,  the  count  de  Forefts,  who  brought 
with  him  four  hundred  lances  ;  and  they  were  very 
numerous  when  all  were  aflembled. 

Sir  Robert  KnoUes  and  his  troops,  who  were  all 
called  Engliihmen,  continued  their  march  from 
Brittany  unmoleiled,  until  they  came  to  the  borders 
of  Auvergne.  The  lords  of  Auvergne,  with  their 
array,  advanced  to  within  a  fhort  day's  journey  of 
fir  Robert.  They  obferved,  from  a  mountain 
where  they  had  pofted  themfelves,  all  that  the  Eng- 
lifli  were  doing.  On  the  morrow,  they  marched  to 
that  part;  there  were  only  two  Ihort  country  leagues 
between  them  ;  when  they  halted,  and  took  poft  on 

a  moun-* 
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a  mount^in^  and  the  Engllfh  did  the  fame  on  ano- 
ther :  each  army  faw  the  fires  the  other  was  making. 
The  n^xt  mornings  the  French  decamped,  and  ad- 
vanced ftill  nearer  to  meet  them,  for  they  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and,  ahout  nooh, 
took  up  their  quarters  on  an  eminence  right  hefore 
the  Englifh :  the  two  armies  were  only  feparated  hy 
a  meadow  of  about  twelve  acres. 

The  Englilh  immediately  drew  up  in  order  of 
battle,  and  placed  their  archers  on  the  declivity  of 
the  hill,  in  the  front. 

The  French  lords  thea  drew  up  their  army  in 
two  battalions,  each  of  which  confified  of  upwards 
of  five  thoufand  men. 

The  count  de  Clermont,  dauphin  of  Auvergne^ 
commfanded  the  firfl;  battalion :  his  name  was  Be- 
rault.  He  was  knighted  on  the  fpot,  and  difplayed 
his  banner,  which  was  quartered  with  the  arms  of 
Auvergae  and  Clermont*,      There  were  near  to 


*  In  all  my  manufcripts  and  printed  editions,  it  is  Auvergne 
and  MerqueL  Denys  Sauvage  fays,  that  there  muft  be  fome 
miflake,  and  propofes  Ckrmont  in  lieu  of  Merquel,  which,  as  be 
was  count  de  Clermont  as  well  as  dauphin  of  Auvergne,  feems 
to  me  proper.  Barnes  changes  the  word  Merquel  into  Marte- 
ques'y  but  he  gives  no  reafon  or  authority  for  fd  doing. 

The  counts  of  Auvergne  added  the  title  of  d^upliin,  in  rival- 
fhip  to  the  dauphm  of  Viennois,  11 67*  How  long  they  con- 
tinued it  I  know  not.  The  lafl  dauphin  of  Viennois  was  Hum- 
bert, who  ceded  the  title  and  his  edates  to  tlie  crown  of  France 
1345,  on  condition  of  the  heir  apparent  to  that  crown  bearing  it. 
Dauphin  was  formerly  a  title  of  honor,  as  duke,  marquis,  &c. 

is  BOW. 
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bis  perron,  bis  uncle  the  lord  Robert  Daupbin,  the 
lord  of  Montagu,  tbe  lord  of  Talen^on,  tbc  lord  of 
Rocbefort,  tbe  lord  of  Serignac,  tbe  lord  Godfrey 
of  Boulogne,  and  many  young  fquires  from  Li- 
mouiin,  Qucrcy,  Auvergne,  and  Rouerg^ue. 

In  tbe  fecond  battalion,  were  tbe  count  de  Fo- 
refts,  tbe  lord  Jobn  of  Boulogne,  tbe  count  d'Au- 
Tergne,  tbe  lord  d*Arcber  and  bis  fons,  tbe  lord 
d'Acbon,  tbe  lord  d'Uzes,  tbe  lord  Reginald  de 
Forefis,  brotber  to  tbe  count,  and  great  numbers 
of  knigbts  and  fquires,  witb  a  tborougb  good  will 
for  tbe  combat,  as  was  apparent. 

On  tbe  otber  band,  fir  Robert  Knoltes  and  his 
troops  fbewcd  an  equally  good  countenance  to  en- 
gage 

Thus  thea  tbey  remained  until  tbe  eyening,  each 

In  their  entrenchments,  without  moving,  except 
fomc  young  knigbts  and  fquires,  who,  in  hopes  of 
gaining  glory  by  feats  of  arms,  defcended  into  the 
meadow,  witb  the  leave  of  their  marlhals,  in  order 
to  tilt  with  their  opponents.  He  who  conquered 
bis  adverfary  carried  him  off  prifoner.  Towards 
night,  each  party  retired  to  his  quarters,  aud  kept 
a  good  and  great  guard. 

The  lords  of  France  held  a  council,  and  refolved 
at  the  hour  of  midnight  to  defcend  the  mountain, 
not  on  the  fide  next  the  Englifli,  but  by  that  which 
tbey  had  afcended;  when,  by  making  a  circuit  of 
only  two  leagues,  they  would  come  to  tbc  oppofite 
fide  of  the  bill  where  the  Engliih  were  potted,  which 
part  was  not  high  nor  difficult  of  afcent :  they  had  * 
hopes  to  arrive  there  fo  early,  that  tbe  Engliih  would 
4  not 
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not  be  all  armed.  Each  lord  was  to  give  thefe  or- 
ders to  his  own  people:  this,  however,  was  not 
done  fo  fecretly  but  that  the  Englifh  were  informed 
of  it  by  one  of  their  countrymen,  a  prifoner  in  the 
French  army,  who  made  his  efcape,  and  told  fir 

Robert  KnoUes  of  their  intentions. 

« 

Sir  Robert  fummoned  a  council  of  thofe  in 
whofe  opinion  he  mod  confided,  who,  confidering 
the  fuperiority  of  the  French  forces,  thought  it  not 
advifable  to  wait  for  them.  Upon  this,  their  bag- 
gage was  immediately  loaded:  they  decamped,  and 
were  condu6ied  by  thofe  of  the  country  whom  they 
had  made  prifoners. 

At  midnigh^  the  French  were  drawn  up  in  bat- 
tle-array, and  marched  according  as  it  had  been 
ordered.  They  arrived  by  day-break  on  the  moun- 
tain, where  they  thotight  to  have  found  the  Englifh: 
but,  when  they  faw  they  had  decamped,  they  fent  off 
fome  of  their  mofl  expert  and  befl  mounted,  over  the 
hills  to  fee  if  they  could  get  any  tidings  of  them. 

They  returned  about  nine  o'clock,  and  reported 
that  they  had  feen  them  on  their  march,  named  the 
roads  they  had  taken,  and  added  they  were  advanc- 
ing towards  Limoges. 

When  the  lords  of  Auvergne  heard  this,  they 
broke  up  their  expedition,  and  each  returned  to  his 
own  home. 

Very  foon  after,  a  treaty  of  marriage  was  entered 
into,  and  completed,  between  the  gallant  knight  the 
lord  Berault,  dauphin  of  Auvergne,  with  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  count  de  Forefts,  whom  he  had  by  a  filler 
of  the  lord  James  de  Bourbon. 

H  h  ^  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  ccni. 

* 

SOME  GERMANS  WAIT  FOR  THE  KING  OF  ENGLAND 
AT  CALAIS^  TO  ATTEND  HIM  IN  HIS  EXPEDITION 
INTO  FRANCE^  DURING  THE  TIME  KING  JOHN 
WAS    IN    ENGLAND. 

TOURING  all  this  time,  the  king  of  England  was 
making:  Tuch  great  preparations,  for  his  expe- 
dition into  France,  that  the  like  was  never  feen  be- 
fore :  on  which  account,  many  barons  and  knights 
of  the  German  empire,  who  had  formerly  ferved 
him,  exerted  themfelves  much  this  year,  and  pro- 
vided themfelves  handfomely  in  horfes  and  equipage 
in  the  beft  manner  they  could,  each  according  to 
his  rank,  and  hailened  as  fail  as  poffible,  by  the 
frontiers  of  Flanders,  to  Calais,  where  they  re- 
mained, to  wait  for  the  king  of  England. 

It  happened  that  the  king  could  not  come  thither 
with  his  army  by  the  time  appointed,  which  caufed 
fuch  numbers  to  remain  at  Calais,  that  there  were 
no  lodgings  for  them,  nor  ftables  for  their  horfes. 
In  addition  to  this,  bread,  wine,  hay,  oats,  and  all 
forts  of  provifions,  were  fo  fcarce,  that  none  could 
be  had  for  monev. 

Thus  did  thefe  mercenary  Germans,  Bohemians, 
Brabanters,  Flemings,  Hainaulters,  both  poor  and 
ri(  h,  wait  from  the  beginning  of  Auguft  until  St, 
Luke's  day;  fo  that  many  were  forced  to  fell  the 
greater  part  of  their  jewels.  If  the  king  had  ar- 
rived tlien,  they  would  not  have  known  where  to 
haye,  lodged  him  and  his  people,   except  in  the 

caftle. 


H 
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caftle,  for  the  whole  town  was  occupied.  There 
was  alfo  fome  doubt  if  thefe  lords,  who  had  fpent 
their  all,  would  have  quitted  Calais,  for  the  king 
or  any  one  elfe,  if  their  expenfes  had  not  been 
allowed  them. 

The  king  had  not  fent  for  a  fourth  part  of  them. 
Some  came  out  of  good-will  to  him,  in  hopes  of 
grace  and  favor  ;  others,  with  the  expe6lation  of 
gaining  from  the  plunder  of  France. 

The  king  of  England  at  laft  ordered  the  duke  of 
Lancafler  to  Calai^,  with  four  hundred  men  in 
armour  and  two  thoufand  archers  and  Welchmen. 
When  the  duke  came  to  Calais,  he  was  much  re- 
joiced to  fee  fo  many  foreign  lords,  who  made 
earneft  inquiries  after  the  king.  He  excufed  the 
king  for  not  coming,  on  the  impoffibility  of  getting 
all  preparations  ready  for  fo  large  an  army  by  the 
time  he  had  fixed.  He  then  told  thefe  lords,  tlrat 
a  longer  refidence  there  would  be  of  no  fervice ; 
that  as  he  intended  making  an  excurfion  into 
France,  to  fee  what  he  could  find,  he  entreated  of 
them  to  accompany  him,  offering  to  lend  to  each  a 
fum  of  money,  to  pay  their  landlords  and  other 
expenfes,  as  well  as  to  fupply  them  with  as  much 
provifion  as  their  horfes  could  carry. 

They  accepted  the  duke's  propofal,  for  they  were 
afhamed  to  refufi^  it;  and  having  had  their  horfes 
new  (hodden,  and  packed  up  their  baggage,  they 
fet  out  from  Calais  in  a  magnificent  train,  accom- 
panying the  duke  towards  St.  Omer.  They  might 
be  about  two  thoufand  men  with  armour,  without 
counting  the  archers  or  footmen. 

II  h  3  They 
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Thej  pafied  by  St.  Omer^  riding  od  towards  Be- 
ihune^^  which  they  alfo  left  unmolefied^  and  came 
to  Mont  St.  Eloyf ,  where  there  was  a  large  and 
rich  monaftery^  fituated  two  leagues  difiant  from 
Arras.  Here  they  halted  four  days^  to  refioefli  them- 
felves  and  their  horfes^  as  they  found  a  fuffickBCj 
for  both  in  the  monafiery. 

When  they  had  robbed  and  plundered  the  coun- 
try round  about^  they  advanced  until  they  came  to 
the  town  of  Braye;^^  which  they  attocked  a  whole 
day.  A  knight-banneret  §  of  England  was^  flain 
there^  with  many  others;  for  the  townfinoi  de» 
fended  themfelves  valiantly^  owing  to  a  reinforce- 
ment which  the  count  de  St.  Pol  and  the  lord  de 
Lameval^  with  others^  to  the  amount  of  two  hun* 
dred  lances^  had  thrown  into  the  back  part  of  the 
town.  When  the  Englilh  perceived  they  could 
make  no  imprefiion^  they  marched  off^  following 
the  courfe  of  the  river  Somme^  being  in  great  dif- 
trefs  for  bread  and  wine^  until  they  came  to  a  town 
called  Cherif}!!^  where  they  found  enough  of  both. 
They  croflTed  the  river  at  this  lafl  place  by  the 
bridge^  which  was  not  deitroyed^  and  remained 
there  that  night  and  the  feafl  of  All-Saints. 

That  day^  a  mefleoger  brought  the  news  to  the 
duke^  that  the  king  was  arrived  at  Calais^  with 

*  A  UroDg  town  in  Artois. 
t  A  village  of  Artois,  diocefe  of  Arras. 
t  Braye  fur  Somme, — a  village  in  Picanly. 
§  Barnes  fays  it  viras  fir  Thomas  Murrers>  but  gives  no  au- 
thority. 

^  viUage  in  Picardy,  diocefe  of  Noyon. 

orders 


471 

4>rders  for  him  and  bis  troops  to  join  him  immedi* 
ately.  Upon  which,  they  all  returned  to  Calais* 
In  this  expedition  was  fir  Henry  of  Flanders,  with 
two  hundred  lances.  From  Brabant,  tliere  were 
fir  Henry  de  Beautrefen,  lord  of  Bergues,  the  lord 
Girard  de  la  Harde  and  lord  Frapque  de  Hajll^*. 
From  Hainault,  the  lord  Walter  de  Manny  and  the 
lord  John  de  Gommeguines.  From  Bohemia,  fir 
Walter  de  la  Hs^utepomme,  fir  Reginald  de  BoiiI*>- 
lanjt,  the  lord  Godfrey  de  Harduemont  and  the  lord 
John  his  fon,  the  lord  Duras,  Thierry  de  Ferram, 
the  lord  Ru0e  de  Jumepp^,  the  lord  Giles  Sorles, 
the  lord  John  de  Bermont,  the  lord  Reginald  de 
'  Sergel^es  and  many  other  noblemen.  The  Ger- 
mans and  mercenaries  from  fi;range  countries,  I 
dm  unable  to  name ;  therefore,  for  the  prefent,  I 
Qiall  be  filent  on  that  head. 


^  Sir  Francis  van  Halle  was  afterwards  captain  of  Calais,  and  a 
eommiffioner  for  treating  of  peace  with  France.  He  was  infblled 
fcnigbt  of  the  garter  in  the  23d  fhi11>  m  the  room  of  iir  Oth^ 
Holland.    Buswdtt  AccQunt  qf  the  Garter,  No.  50. 


CHAP. 


478 


CHAP.   CCIV. 

TUB  KINO  OP  SKQLAND  LEADS  A  OREAT  ABMY  INTO  * 
FRANCE,  bURlNO  THE  TIME  THE  KINGOF  FRANCE 
WAS  A   PRISONER   IN  ENGLAND. — THE    ARRAN6E- 
^  MBNT  OP  THE  ARMT  OP  EI^GLAND. 


AS  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  with  Iiis  barons  afnd 
kni^hts^  were  returning  to  Calais,  to  falute  the 
king  of  England,  who  was  impatient  \o  fee  them/ 
they,  met,  within  four  leagues  of  Calais,  fuch  a 
multitude  of  people,  the  whole  country  was  filled 
with  them ;  and  they  were  fo  richly  armed  and 
drelFed  out,  that  it  was  a  pleafure  to  view  their 
arms  glittering  in  the  fun,  their  banners  waving  is 
the  wind,  and  the  whole  army  marching  flowly  lik 
battle-array. 

When  the  duke  and  the  above-mentioned  lords 
were  come  io  the  king,  he  received  them  very 
gracioufly,  and  thanked  them  much  for  their  fer- 
\ices. 

Shortly  afterward,  thefe  mercenary  Germans, 
Brabanters  and  Bohemians,  having  alTembled  to- 
gether, informed  the  king,  that,  having  fpent  their 
money,  and  fold  their  horfes  and  armour,  very 
little  remained  with  them  for  his  fervice,  according 
to  the  defign  of  their  coming,  and  that,  if  there 
ihould  be  occalion,  they  had  not  wherewithal  to 
return  to  their  own  country :  they  intreated  hiro, 
out  of  his  generofity,  to  pay  fome  regard  to  their 
fituation. 

•         3  The 
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The  king  thus  replied :  '  I  am  but  ill  prepared 
at  this  place  to  give  you  a  complete  anfwer  ;  and, 
as  I  imagine,  you  muft  all  be  much  fatigued :  if 
you  will  go  and  refrefli  yourfelves  in  Calais  for 
two  or  three  days,  I  will  confider  your  requeils 
this  night,  and  to-morrow  will  fend  you  fuch  an 
anfwer  as  ought  to  be  fatisfa6lory  to  you  in  reafon, 
und  according  to  my  means/  Thefe  lords  then 
left  the  king  and  the  duke,  and  advanced  towards 
Calais.  When  they  had  marched  about  half  a 
league,  they  met  a  great  number  of  handfome 
waggons,  and  foori  after  the  prince  of  Wales,  who^ 
as  well  as  all  his  attendants,  were  moft  brilliantly 
armed,  and  in  fuch  numbers  that  the  whole  coun- 
try feemed  covered  with  them  :  they  marched 
flowly  in  clofe  order,  as  if  they  were  abont  to  en-  * 
gage  in  battle,  and  always  a  league  or  two  in  the^ 
rear  of  the  king's  divifion,  with  their  baggage  and 
provifions  between  them  ;  which  arrangement  the 
foreign  lords  viewed  with  delight. 

Thefe  lords  attentively  confidered  this  army,  and 
refpe6lfully  fainted  the  prince,  the  barons,  and  the 
other  lords  that  were  with  him.  After  the  prince 
had  courteoufly  and  handfomely  received  them,  like 
one  who  knew  well  how  to  do  fo,  on  their  taking 
leave,  they  informed  him  alfo  of  their  poverty  and 
fituation,  befeeching  him  that  he  would  have  the 
goodnefs  to  attend  to  their  neceflities.  The  prince 
liftened  to  them>  and  cheerfully  complied  with  their 
requeft.  They  then  rode  on,  and  came  to  Calais, 
where  they  took  up  their  lodgings.     The  fecond 

day 
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day  after  they  Lad  been  there,  the  king  of  England 
fent  them  his  anfwer  by  three  worthy  knights,  who 
told  them  plainly,  that  the  king^  had  not  with  him 
adequate  fums  of  money  to  pay  all  their  expenfes, 
nor  what  they  might  perhaps  demand :  that  he  had 
brought  with  him  only  fufficient  for  the  enterprize 
he  had  undertaken  :  that>  however,  if  they  thought 
proper  to  accompany  him,  and  partake  of  his  good 
and  bad  fortune,  fliould  any  fucc^fs  cnfue,  they 
fhould  partake  of  it,  and  largely ;  but  that  he  would 
not  be  underftood  as  obliged  to  pay  them  any 
wages,  nor  any, thing  for  horfes  deftroyed,  or  other 
expenfes  which  they  might  be  put  to  ;  for  he  had 
brought  an  army  from  his  own  country  equal  to 
the  buiinefs  that  he  had  undertaken. 

This  anfwer  was  not  very  agreeable  to  thefe 
lords,  nor  to  their  companions,  who  had  laboured 
hard,  and  expended  their  all :  they  had  alfo  pawned 
their  horfes  and  armour,  having  fold  every  thing 
fuperfluous  through  neceffity.  Neverthelefs,  they 
could  obtain  nothing  except  fome  fmall  fums  lent 
them  to  carry  them  home  again.  However,  fome 
of  thefe  noblemen  chofe  to  remain  with  the  king 
and  fliare  his  adventures  ;  for  they  would  have  been 
blamed,  if  they  had  gone  back  to  their  own  coun- 
try without  having  done  any  thing. 

I  (hall  now  point  out  the  manner  of  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  king  of  England's  forces,  which  he 
brought  with  him  for  this  expedition.  It  ought 
not  to  be  paffed  over  in  filence,  for  fo  large  an  army 
had  never  left  England  before. 

Previous 
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Previous  to  tbc  king's  embarking  for  France,  he 
fcnt  all  the  French  earls  and  barons^  bis  prifoners, 
into  different  parts  and  firong  cafiles  in  bis  king- 
dom, in  order  to  be  more  under  command.  He  . 
placed  the  king  of  France  in  the  tower  of  London, 
which  is  very  large  and  firong,  and  lituated  on  the 
river  Thames  :  his  young  fon  Philip  was  fent  thi- 
ther with  him :  but  they  were  deprived  of  many  of 
their  attendants,  curtailed  in  fcveral  comforts,  and 
more  clofely  confined  than  before. 

When  he  was  ready  to  fct  out,  he  fummoned  ali 
thofe  who  had  provided  themfelves  with  every  Uiing 
neceffary  to  attend  him  to   France,  to  advance  to- 
wards Dover,  where  thev  would  find  veffels  to  crofs 
the  fea.     Each  man  got  himfelf  ready  as  fait  as  he 
could :  there  was  not  in  England  a  knight,  fquire 
or  man  of  honour,  from  the  age  of  twenty  to  fixty. 
years,  that  did  not  go ;  fo  that  almoft  all  the  earls, 
barons,  knights  and  fquires  of  the  realm  went  to 
Dover  ;  except  thofe  whom  the  king  and  his  coun- 
cil had  ordered  to  remain,  to  guard  his  cafi;les^ 
bailiwicks,     mayoralties,    fea-ports,    havens    and^ 
marches. 

When  all  were  collected  together  at  Dover,  and 
the  veffels  ready,  the  king  ordered  both  fmall  and 
great  to  affemble  at  a  particular  place  out  of  the 
town,  where  he  diftinfilly  tcld  them,  that  his  inten- 
tions were  to  pafs  into  France,  and  never  to  return 
'  until  he  fliould  have  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and 
obtained  an  honorable  and  efficient  peace;  that  he 
would  die  fooner  than  not  accomplifh  this  obje6t; 

and 
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and  that  if  there  were  any  among  them  who  diiap- 
proved  of  what  he  had  faid^  bedefired  thej  woold 
return  home.  They  all  approYing^  embarked  on 
board  the  ibips,  to  the  cries  of  '  God  and  St. 
George!'  and  arrived  at  Calais  two  days  before 
the  feaft  of  All-faints  1359. 


END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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